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BIENNTAT ETLRCTION

This spring the biennial election of officers of the War Cover Club will be held,
as provided by the Club's constitution. Officers to be elected are: a president,
vice-president, secretary-treasurer, and six directors. All members in good stand-
ing are eligible. President Black has appointed the following nominating committee:
M. R. Beggett, chairman, H, M. Sanford, C. D. Brenner. Nominations may also be made
by any two members, These must be in the hands of the secretary, Dr, Perry, not
later then March first. Ballots will be mailed to members and schould be returned
promptly. The new Club year beginsg April Tifteenth.

Ea e i e S

The December Bulletin contained a statement to the effect that "all military stations,
branches, and money order units located in excess of five miles Trom the corporate
Limite of the office to which attached must be discontinued by the close of business
on January £5, 10h&." The Post Office Department published an interpretation of this
law which reached us too late to be included with the sbove notice. According to
this interpretation, the law does not apply to money order units, nor to rural
stations, A.P.0. and F.P,0. units.

SOML NEW APO'S OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR. There has Jjust come to light an old collec-
tion of cancelled money orders issued by the U. S. Army Postal Service during the
First World War. These 110 money corders are nearly all from different post offices
and form a uvnique collection. Thay Tfurnish a few new early cr late dates, but far
more important are several other types of information which they provide.

Three of these money orders bear the imprint of the U. S. Army Postal Agency,
Siberia, and are the first to be discovered. They are pariicularly interesting
because they were issusd by Stations 1, 2, and 3 respectively, as indicated by hand
stamps. They thus confirm the recently reported existence of these three branch post
offices, about which more information will be given in a later Bulletin.

Also shown Dy these money orders are a number of hitherto unrecorded branches of
Army Post Offices serving the A. E. F. in Europe. Mogt of these offices had thelr
own money order hand stamps, but they probably did not have their own postmarks, since
none are known. Here are the new numbers: T0Ll-B, T0rL-C, 702-A, T02-B, 702-E, T705-B,
T16-A, T16-B, 716-C, T16-G, TI7-A, T62-A, T762-C, T62-D. Gave in some of these
series of branches for a given post office permit us to suppose th:t there were also
branches represented by the missing letters. Interesied members would be doing a
service by tryving to ascertain the locations of these branches. Inquiry among
former members of the A. E. F. might elicit some of this information.

In December, 1945, APO 503 used a machine cancellation which errcneously contained
the date 1946. Unfortunately this mistake cannot be distinguished from the correct
use of 1946 a year later, unless the cover bears some other indication of date. The
probable explanation of this mistake is that when the nev year-slug was recsived, it
was put into use prematurely either through inadvertence or just to prevent its going

astray., Have zny other similar mistakes in date been noticed?

Copyright 1948, by The Wir Cover Club
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THE MEXICAN BORDER CAMPAIGN, 1916-1917
By C. D. Brenner

For twenty~six years, until his abdication in May, 1911, Porfirioc Diaz held
Mezico together through a very firm yet benevolent despotism. Relations with the
U. S. wers excellent. Madero, who succeeded Diaz as president, after leading a
successful revolution agalnst him, was soon the victim of a revolt that placed Huerte
in power. With no longsr any strong central power to hold it together, the country
fell apart. Self-appointed leaders organirzed factions in various parts of the
country which carried on an intermittent civil war with each other, ravaged the
country, and kept it in a turmoil. The U, S. Governmeni refused to recognize the
Huerta regime because of 1ts revoluticnary crigin. Efforts to encourage the esta-
blishment of a constitutional government and to protect American interests only re-
sulted in creating a strong Anti-American sentiment among all factions, because they
felt that we were interfering in purely internal Mexican affairs, This anti-
American feeling was shown in the so-called Tampico incident in early April, 191k,
when a landing party from the U.S.S. Dolphin was shown considerable indignity in that
port.

In order to convince the Mexicans that they would have to respect the American
flag, a neval force stationed off Vera Cruz was ordered to seize and hold the customs

house of that port so as te cut off supplies to Huerta. Thig operation was carried
out by a landing party of Marines on April 21, 191k, A considerable force cof-
regular army troops under General Funston was immedilately sent to Vera Cruz, On

May 4th, General Funston declared himself military governor of the city and surrcunding
territory. This territory was held until evacuated on November 23, 1914,

Huerta was finally forced to resign in July, 191k. He was succeeded by Gen.
Carrenza. The latter's strongest rival, Pancho Villa, soon declared war on him and
Mexico was in the throes of a real civil war. Various efforts to bring peace be-
tween the two factions failed. Finally in October, 1915, the U. S. gave de facto
recognition to Carransa. Thie step only increased the hostility of Villa towards us,

During these troubled years the territory of Northern Mexico just scuth of our
border had become the stamping ground of bands of revolutionists and bandits who
constantly harassed each other. When too hotly pursued by rival forces it was always
easy to step across our border into safety. In order to assure that our border was
respected according %o international law, our govermment sent more and mere troops
down there until nearly all of our smazll repular army was strung out thinly alcng the
entire length of the border. It was from the dissident elements irn Northern Mexico
that Villa created his army. One of his first acts was to besiege the Carranzista
garrison at Aqua Prieta, opposite Douglas, Arizona. The U. S. Government permitted
Carrsnzs to send troops across American scoil which attacked and defeated the Villa
forces around Agua Prieta, This defeat so embititered Villa that he began a campaign
of harassment ageinst both Czrranzistas and fmericans. From this time on the U. 8.
border, especially along the Lower Ric Grande, was in & constant state of epprehen-
sion and turmoil because of frequent and sudden raids into American verriiory both
by Villistas and by Mexican bandits. Theae incursions culminated in the bold attack
on the town of Columbus, New Mexico, on the night of March 9, 1916.

The very next day, Brig. Gen. Jobn J. Pershing was ordered to organice an ex-
vedition to pursue and disperse Villa's Fforces. The troops destined to take part in
the expedition were guickly assembled by train. At noon on March 15, 1916,

(continued on next page)
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(continued from preceding page)

they entered Mexico in two colwms, from Columbue and from Culberson's ranch some
miles to the west, The expedition carried out its operations largely by means of
flying cavalry columns, which penetrated about k0O miles into Mexico. Several =mall
engagements were fought and Villa's forces were pretty well scattered or driven out.
Then cur columme were drawn back to the north somewhat. The territory was divided
into five districts, each patroled by a regiment of cavalry supported by infantry
and other troops. Tn the late spring of 1916, it became kmown that Carrenza, who
was always hostile to the U. S., was assembling troops in the north with the ultimate
intent of vutting them between Pershing's forces and the border and then destroying
the expedition. So on May 9, 1916, the National Guard of Arizona, New Mexico, and
Texas was called into the service of the U. S. and sent to stations on the border.
These National Guard troope were actually & part of the punitive expedition, though
they did not enter Mexico.

Villae became active agsin in the territory evacuated by the U. S. forces.

The Carrvanzistas did nothing to hinder his operations, but rather made things as un~
comforteble as they could for our forces. Finally the futility of keeping the ex-
pedition on Mexican soil became so self-evident that its withdrawal was ordered.

on Februery 5, 1617, the last of General Pershing's troops came back across the
border.

The punitive expedition had no field post offices so far as is known. Such
postel service as it had appears to have been rather hap-hazard. On a anumber of
occasions meil was flown by airplane from bases in Mexico to troops in the field.
Most mzil was carried overland by the supply trains of mule-drawn wagons and auto
trucks that were continually going back and forth between the base at Columbus and
the advance bases. A11 mail thus brought cut of Mexico seems to have been depo-
sited at the post office in Columbus. At least all meil of the expedition so far
seem bears the Columbus postmark.

The following units participated in the Punitive Expedition:

Hy., Punitive Exped. Hg. Btys. A,B,C, 4th F. A.
Eq. 2nd Cav. Brig. Btys. B, C, 6th F. A.
5th Cavalry Cos. E,G,H, 2nd Bn. EIng.
Tth " 1st Aero Sgdn., Signal Corps
10tk " Det., Q. M. C.
1th " Det., 8. C.
13th " Det., Ord. Dept.
6th " Few units. Field Hosp. No. 3
12th " Small Det. Field Hosp. No. 7
Gth Infantry Amb. Co. No. 3
16th " ~ Amb. Co. Wo. T
17th " Cantorment Eospital
2htn Truck Train Cos.
20th " Small Det.
The punitive expedition represents one phase of the campalgn. The border-

guard duty of the Nationsl Guard is the other.

Tn the spring of 1916, e series of conferences were held with Mexican General
Obregon as a result of which an agreement was reached whereby the Mexicans promised
to restore and meintain order along the berder and the Americans then to consider
withdrawing General Pershing's troops. Carranzs refused to sign this agreement.

(continved on following page)
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(continued from preceding page)

There was danger that the American troops in Chihuahua might be attacked by the full
Mexicen Army and their long line of supply cut. In such an event most of the U. S.
regular troops on the border would be sent to the aid of their comrades, leaving
large stretches of the border unprotected. Therefore on May 9, 1916, the National
Guard wnits of Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas were called to duty and given stations
on the border. This force was not considered sufficient, and on June 18, most
units of the Naltional Guard of the other states were called out. The new National
Defensge Act, just approved on June 3, permitted the induction of the National Guard
into Federal service in cases of emergency.

The first of +the mobilized organizations to reach the border was the lst
Illinois Infantry, which arrived at San Antonio on June 30th. By the end of
August there were 111,954 men on the border. They were staticned in moéerate-size
detachments all along the border and in four large camps at Brownsville, San 4ntonio,
and E1 Paso in Texas, and at Douglas, Arizona. This was the maximum number to be
con the border. Wot all the Natlonal Guard was on the border at one time. Some
units were kept at home and used to relisve unitis on the border. The total number
of men teken into Federal service was 158,66k, but they were not all moved to the
border.

On February 2, 1917, the National Guard began tc be withdrawn from the border
to be returned home and mustered out.  However, before this movement could be com-
pleted the danger of war with Germany loomed up. In this emergency the units of
the Guard not yet demcbilized were retained in service and a considerable part of
the other units was called back into service. Within a few months these troops
were actually at war.

The official dates for the Punitive Expedition are March 10, 1916, %o February
T, 1917; for the National Guard May 9, 1916, to March 2#, 1917, so covers from the
border campaign should fall within these dates., There were also some regular army
units stationed on %the border which did not participate in the Punitive Expedition.
No list of these has been found.

The number of men participating in the Punitive Expedition is given as around
45,000. Taking these along with the National Guard, some 160,000 men took part in
the Border Campalgn. At a very conservative estimate, a million or more letters
must have been sent back by these men, yet the number of covers from this campaign
in collections today is astonishingly small, probably under a hundred. Most
collectors and dealers do not recognize such covers when they see them or attach no
importance to them, yet they are just as collectable as the covers from any campaign
in which U. S. forces have been engaged. Some covers can be identified only from
the town postmark and the return address, There are ssveral types of Y.M.C.A.
covers. Some National Guard units took south with them the official staticnery
they used at home. Some had new stationery made uwp in the south. Several enter-
prizing firms published series of illustrated post cards bearing reproductions of
photos of camp life on the border or scenss from the Punitive Expedition. OSomeone
printed up a series of envelopes with similar pictures covering the entire back side.
Letter paper headed with similar photos was offered for sale and also provided by
the Y.M.C.A, Thig illustrated stationery is especially desirable.

It is possible that more types of stationery from the expedition may come tTo
tight. A fow more facts about its postal service may also be revealed, However,
in order that a wider search for material may be started it has been thought wise to
publish the available information, so that collectors may know what to look for and
have means of verifying covers that they may find. A table of the Nationzl Guard
units that were called into service is given on a separate page.

(continned on following page)
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NATIONAL GUARD UNITS CALLED FOR SERVICE ON MEXICAN BORDER, 191&
(Taken from CHASING VILLA, by Col. Frank Tomplkins)

State Inf Cav. ¥. A. Eng. Sig. C. Sanitary Troops
Ala. 1, 2, b | 1st. Regt. [Bts. A, C 1st. Co. Amb. Co.,Field Hosp.
Ariz, 1
Ark. 1. 2
Calif. 2, 5, 7T 1st. Sg. lst. Bn. Co. A. Co. B Amb, Co. 1, F. H. 1
Colo. 1, 2 Bns| 1lst. 5q. lst. 3Bn. Cos A.Bl Co. A F. H. 1
Conn. 1, 2 Tr. A, B 10th Regt. | 1st Co.| Amb. Co. 1, F. H. 1
Del. 1 2 Bns
D. C. 1 Bn,3rd Trocp A Bis. A, B Co. A . H.

Tlorida | 2 F. H. 1
Georgia | 1, 2, 5 | 2d Sq.,Tr.A |1st. Bn. F. H. %
Tdaho 2 !
TIllinois | 1,2,3,k4, ! 1lst Regt. lst. Regt. Co. A Co. A |F.H. 1, 2
7,3
Tnd. 1, 2, 3 let. Bn. Co. & | Amb. Co. 1,2.F.E.1,2
Iowa 1, 2, 3 1lst. S4. i1st. Bn. i Co, A Amb. Co., F. H.
Kensas 1, 2 Trcop A 'Bty. A | Co. A
Ken. 1, 2,3 | ! Co. A ! Amb. Co. 1, F. H. 1
Ia. 1 i 24 Separate & Bty Washing- ! ¥. H 1
5 Troop ton Aty. i
Maine 2 |
M. 1, b. 5 | Troop A [Bty. A } Amb. Co. 1, ¥. H. 1
Mass. 2,5,8,9 i lst. Sq. 1st. Regt. | 1st.Bn.| Amb. Co. 1,2 F.E, 1,2
Mich. 31,32,331 Tr. A&, B Bty. A, B Co. A | Co. A | Amb. Co. 1,2. F.H, 1
Minn. 1, 2, 3 | 1st. Regt. | %
Miss. 1 |
Mo. 1,2,3,4 | Troop B '1st. Bn Co. A | Amb, Co. 1, F. H, 1
Mont, 2  Troop A :
Neb. L, 5 ] ‘ | Co. A | F.H. 1
N. H. 1 i Troop A {Bty. A Co. A F. H 1
N. J. 1, 4, 5 ! 1st Sg. | Bn. 1st.Co.| Amb. Co. 1, F. H, 1
N. M. 1 f | Boy. A
N. Y. 2,3,7,12; 13t Regt. 1,2,3 Regts. | 22d 1st. Bn| Amb. Co. 1,2,3,k
14,23,69, Sq. A % 2 Sep. F. H. 1,2,3,b
71,7% | M.G. Troops | Cos.
N. C 1, 2, 3t Troops A, B { Cos.A, B Amb. Co. 1, F. H. 1
N. D 1 %
Ohio 2,3,k,5,| 1st. Sq. 1st, Bn. ist.Bn.! 1st.Bn.| Amb. Co. 1, 2
6, 8 ! Co. D ¥, H. 1, 2, 3
Okla 1 ! Troops A, B Co. A Amb. Co. 1, F. E. 1
Oregon 3 Troop A |Bty A ¢
Penna. 1,3,4,6,] lst. Regt. 1,2,3 Regts. | Co. A 1lst.Bn.{ Amb, Co. 1,2 F.H.1,2
§,10,13,
16,18 _
k. T Tr.A,B,C,M |Biy A Amb. Co. 1
5. C 1, 2 Tr. A Co. A | F., H. 1
S. D L !
Tenn i, 3 i Tr. B, C, D Amb. Co. 1, F.H. 1
Texas 2, 3, 4,1 1st. Sq. Bty A Co.A,B F. H. 1
Utah , Sg. 1, 2 1st Bty. F.OH. 1
Ver. 1 i i
Ve, 1, 2 P Bq. 1 ' 1st Bn,Bty C | Co. A Co. A | F. H. 1
Vash. 2 | Tr. B { Co. A
W. Va. 2
Wisc. i, 2,3 | Tr. A, B |Bty A l F. H. 1
Wy. L Bn,2Bn 9
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The U.S. Postal Bulletin for January 13, 1928, lists the following active APO's:

c/o Postmaster, New York

APO's 1, k6, 57, 58, 61, 62, 6%, 66, 69, 82, 11k, 139, 15k, 169, 171, 172,
i7h, 175, 178, 207, 208, 209, 225, 305, 3Lk, ko3, L03-A, ko6, k0T, LOT-A,
bho, 465, Loy, 512, 528, 528-A, S5h1, €15, 616, 533, 677, 692, 696, 6OL-4,
698, Th2, T43, 751, 757, 777, 782, 790, 79k, Boo, 807, 843, 856, 355, 839,
862, 863, 864k, 865, 872.

cfo Postmaster, Scn Francisco

APO's 6, 7, 2k, 25, 59, 7k, 86, 181, 182, 18k, 201, 226, 234, 235, 239,
abkh o 2hh-1, 2LE, 249, 26k, 301, 309, 317, 323, 328, 331, 334, 343, Lss,
459, 68, 500, 502, 503, 547, 61z, £13, 660, 703, 7Ok, TOT, 710, 712,
713, 714, 719, 736, 815, 900, 901, 902, 509, 913, 915, 917, 919, 923,
929, 950, 951, 953, 954, 956, 957, 956, 959, 960, 951, 962, 963, 99k,
1005, 1007, 1009, 1052, 105k, 1055, 1105.

c/o Postmaster, New Orleans

APO's 662, 817, 825, 826, 827, 828, 829, 830, 831, 832, 834, 833, 836,
837, 838, 839, 841, 897, 302k,

¢ /o Postmaster, Seattle

APO's 726, 729, 731, 732, 937, 939, 942, ghk,6 ou8, 980, 987.

c/o Postmaster, Miami

APO's 676G, BL5, 84&, Bhy, 848, 851, 85k, 855, 857, 86, 867, 868, 869.
(Contributed by H. M. Reankin)

NEW MEMBERS

269 Schultze, George J. 6138 Lawndale St., Philadelphia, 11, Pa.
Specialty: V-Mail all types, first days
270 Major, Richard M. k20 S, College Ave., Newark, Del.
A.P.O., Covers

Published for The War Cover Club by
C. D. Brenner, 5 Montrose Road, Berkeley 7, Calif.



