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Military Mail

Army Post Office S.40
13 December 1919

13 March 1920
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Administrative markings related to specific activities in Cologne, including the City Commissioner and two |
different types for the Munitions Disposal Board. ) ‘
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GERMANY Army Post Office S.40
Military Mail 22 October 1919
20 May 1920
14 June 1921
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No. 4214

Other unit cachets used from the forces in Cologne included the Inter-Allied Railway Commission, General Staff
Intelligence and the Local Commission for the British Occupation Zone.




GERMANY ' Army Post Office S.40

Military Mail 10 August 1920
P .. : e e 00 December 1920

- 8 September 1923
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To care for the spiritual needs of the troops, special personnel were assigned to the occupation forces. Items
above reflect mail from the Principal Chaplain and Principal Matron of the BAOR, as well as the "Imperial War

Graves Commission/Rhine Army."
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31 July 1920
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Additional functional activities of the occupation forces having their own individual cachets included the General

Staff, Mechanical Transportation Department and Rhine Army Dairy Farm (!)




GERMANY
Military Mail
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Field Post Office 5

3 May 1919

Army Post Office S.40
12 September 1927

Use of registration postal stationery by the BAOR. FPO 5 was used by the 5th Brigade of the Light Division from

December_ 1918 to November 1919.
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Army Post Office S.40
Inbound Mail to BAOR

December 1921
27 November 1929
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Inbound mail to members of the British occupation forces is elusive, especially from non-British sources. This
probably reflects the fact that the soldiers would not normally save the letters once they had answered them.
Above examples are from the Italian fieldpost office in Smyrna, Turkey and from a German civilian.




GERMANY
Royal Air Force Mail
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As an early experiment with
airmail, the RAF flew some
soldiers' mail by air from

Cologne to Folkestone in ~ ‘

1919. Service C commenced
on 16 March and operated on
a daily basis (except for
holidays) until 30 August.
This card is an example of {
flown mail with manuscript
note "...to go by aeroplane
post tomorrow,"
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Army Post Office S.40
2 July 1919

Field Post Office C.1.
28 July 1919

Postcard sent to London
through APO S.40 in Cologne
by a member of the No. 2
Balloon Wing of the RAF.
Identified mail from RAF
personnel is elusive and sought
after by aviation collectors.

Bag tag for mail to be dropped
at Cologne in the event that
weather forced the plane to
land elsewhere.
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Naval Mail
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Hamburg
4 May 1919

g

Postka

Helgoland

3 March 1921
Kiel

29 May 1920

~ British personnel engaged in

humanitarian activities. This
picture postcard of Hamburg
endorsed "Sailor's Mail" was
carried by pouch to London
where it was marked "Received
from H. M. Ship" and placed in
the mail stream. Message
states that the S.S. Lake Linden
had "arrived with a cargo of
flour for the relief of the City."

An Allied delegation was sent to
Heligoland to supervise the
destruction of the fortifications on
that strategic island in the North
Sea. Cachet of the Heligoland
Sub-Commission is shown on a
cover sent by a Captain in the
Royal Navy.

Another Allied Commission was
directed to supervise the
destruction of the fortifications at
the naval base in Kiel. This card
has the cachet of the Fortification
Sub-Commission.
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) Naval Mail Ak e S - 4 February 1922
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« 1(British Section)

Mail from the British representatives on the naval control commissions with both special cachet of the

president of the commission and printed return address. The upper example has censorship initials “E.C.”
for Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Charlton.




GERMANY - Army Post Office S.40
Rhine Flotilla 10 January 1919

Cdln
17 July 1922
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The occupation forces included a flotilla of motor launches that prolled the Rhine from their base at Cologne.
Mail from the Rhine Flotilla received a special oval cachet and could be sent via APO S.40 or the German civil
post office. Covers with this marking are especially prized by collectors of naval mail.
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BRITISH FORCES A.P.0O.S.40
Military Mission in Berlin 16 September 1919

N L : ST Army Courier Office S.5
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Messrs. J. Bernard & Son,

45, Jermyn Street,

L0 NDON,

N

Although most occupation activity took place in the Rhineland, some Allied administrative functions were
conducted in Berlin. No fieldpost office was established so mail was marked with the cachet of the British
Military Mission and either sent via the Army Courier Service or carried by pouch to Cologne where it entered the
normal mail stream.




GERMANY
Military Mission in Berlin

Picture postcards of Berlin sent without and with
APO §.40 in Cologne.

Army Post Office S.40
30 January 1920
13 February 1920

(probably High Commission Office/Berlin) unit cachets via




BRITISH FORCES

Essen
Occupation of the Ruhr 17 July 1920

Army Post Office S.40
14 October 1920
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When Germany fell behind in reparations payments, Allied forces were sent to occupy the industrially-important

Ruhr Valley. Additional field post facilities were not opened. Thus, mail was either sent through the German
civil post office or forwarded to APO S.40 at Cologne for processing.
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Interallied Rhineland High Commission

Army Post Office S.40
12 March 1920
25 September 1922
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Messrs, Cecllett & Levy
: 84 Jermyn Street
LONDON S,W, 1
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Most of the activity of the Interallied Control Commission was centered in Cologne. Thus, the cachet of the
Rhineland High Commission was widely used on mail processed by APO S.40 in that city.




GERMANY Army Post Office S.40
Interallied Rhineland High Commission 3 March 1922

7 December 1926
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Postal Address
Inter-Allied Rhineland High Commission
British Department.
Box 204. - A. P. O. S/40 British Army of the Rhine.

Messrs. W. Barratt & Co., Ltd.,
Footshape Works,
NORTHEAN PT ON,
ENGIAND.

Additional examples of High Commission mail. The cover with imprinted return address is most unusual,
being the only one seen by exhibitor.




GERMANY : Army Post Ofﬁce.SAO
Armaments Sub-Commissions 23 July 1920
T S R N L L L R L . R 27 October 1922
oy 2 240 Flancmmenr. B
- 42/HERBSTLICHE LAST«, aus den Johreszeiten

in Schattenbildern, 4 Steinzeichnungen von Fidus,
30X 67 cm, je 3.75 Mk. 12 Postkarten, auch gemischt
mit andern von Fidus, 1.50 Mk. Bebilderte Verzeich-
nisse’ kostenlos. Veilag des St. Georgs-Bundes,
Woltersdorf bei Erkner-Berlin.
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The Inter-Allied Control Commission had branches in several cities in Germany. Above examples show cachets

of the Armaments Sub-Commisions in Hannover, Frankfurt and Cologne -- all mailed through the British APOs
in Cologne.




