PALESTINE

With its long_—term in{erest in the Holy Land, dating back to the Crusades, France organized a 2,500 man "French
Detachment in Palestine," which landed at Port Said in April 1917 to participate in the Allied expedition to be
mounted from Egypt against the Ottoman Empire. The advance went well, culminating in the capture of

J?r’l;salem on 17 December 1917. The war on the Palestinian front ended on 30 October 1918 with the surrender
of Turkey.

Tresor et Postes 601
20 November 1917
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Although the unit cachet is inscribed “French Detachment in Palestine/Artillery," this card was postmarked at the
base in Port Said as it is reported (BAPIP Bulletin) that FPO #601 did not move to Palestine until late 1918.




PALI?STINE Tresor et Postes 601
Garnison Francaise de Jerusalem 25 January 1920

OETA Jerusalem
4 June 1920

/

—

/ / / ‘}/1//' Zyé'@/ € ;/Z/i‘,m_.__ 4 //V/f:;j ’“ﬁi'dw’ ZMN}__,«W

‘P
4 Y dir.
Lt Hod SLEALbSzor v

b

/@é»ﬁ'ﬁg

JERUSALEM

No. 871

m
‘f
?
\,"\”

The French Detachment in Palestine was officially demobilized in January 1919 and FPO #601 moved to Aleppo
and subsequently Beirut. The remaining forces in Palestine were constituted as the "French Garrison/Jerusalem."
Note that the upper example was not postmarked until it reached the French FPO in Beirut six days later.
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PALESTINE
Detachement Francaise de Palestine-Syrie

Tresor et Postes 600
3 July 1919

2 October 1920

25 November 1921

Additional “Palestine-Syrie” cachets, including one from the telegraphic service and a straight-line version

not previously recorded.




PALESTINE
Fieldpost
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Tresor et Postes 601
29 April 1918
11 October 1918

Tresor et Postes 601A
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Other special unit markings used in Palestine. The cachet on the upper card is from the 1st Spahis of the Palestine
Detachment; middle card is from the French Flying Corps supporting the infantry in Palestine. The lower card is

endorsed "S.P. (Postal Sector) 601A but not postmarked; it was trans
marking is of "9th Battalion of 2nd Algerian Sharpshooters."

ported to France by military pouch. Unit



P{\LESTINE Tresor et Postes 601A
Fieldpost o L e - 11 February 1918
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The volume of mail was sufficiently heavy that a branch office, FPO #601A, was opened at Jaffa to service the
postal requirements of the Detachement Francaise de Palestine. Postcard has unrecorded marking of "Secteur
601A/D.F.P." and depicts a Jerusalem cross. Red cachet on middle cover reads "lst Spahis/Squadron de
Palestine." Marking on lower cover is "Occupied Enemy Territory/Central Administration/Courier Service."




P{&LESTINE Tresor et Postes 601A
Fieldpost 2 June 1917

French Military Telegraph Station at Khan Yunis

This Military Telegraph cds is the scarcest of the French military postmarks used in Palestine. The Telegraph
Section was located at Khan Yunis near Gaza, and its postal unit consisted of 3 men, 4 camels and an automobile.

- This is the earliest reported example of its marking, and the Steichele handbook records only two other examples:

dated 24 July and 4 October 1917. This cover front sent to France by a member of the "Section Telegraphique du
Detachement Francaise de Palestine."
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PALESTINE
Fieldpost - EEF Franking

Card from the French
High Commissioner
in Palestine

Postcard sent from Jerusalem
to France. The only example
of the High Commissioner's
cachet seen by exhibitor.

Army Post Office SZ44

16 July 1918
5 September 1918

Internal Mail
Between
French Units

Cover from a sergeant in
the French Garrison in
Jerusalem to a corporal
of the Detachment in
Jaffa. Such inter-unit
mail is highly unusual.
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PALESTINE Tresor et Postes 601-B
Legion Armenienne 28 February 1918
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To augment their forces, the French recruited others to serve in a "Legion of the East." Most members were
Armenians, who strongly desired to fight the Turks. A special postal branch called #601-B was opened at
Monarga, then Lydda, to serve the Legion. Per the Sinais handbook, its postmark is the most elusive of all French
FPOs that operated in the Levant. Postcard to Paris has sender's endorsement " Legion Armenienne." Cover to
Egypt was routed through a British FPO and received in Cairo on 22 March.
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PALESTINE

Port-Said
Detachement Francaise de Palestine

7 May 1918
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Cover sent by the Cooperative (PX) of the French Detachment in Palestine to Cairo. Sender's detail on reverse
indicates that this unit was located at Ramleh. The French fieldpost did not have facilities to process registered
mail at the time, so the letter was likely sent by military pouch to the civil post office in Port Said, where it was
registered and the registry fee paid by affixing an Egyptian stamp. A most unusual usage.




PALESTINE 8 April 1918
Corps Expeditionnaire de Palestine 10 November 1918
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André Teri

A substantial number of different unit cachets were used by the French troops in Palestine, including those shown
above of the Cavalry and Infantry.




PALESTINE Tresor et Postes 601A
Detachement Francaise de Palestine - Syrie 23 July 1918

Tresor et Postes 600
5 April 1919
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JEXUSALEM.— Prison de Jesus Christus.

Carte postale
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Sarrafian Bros,, Beirut (Syria).
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Complete set of 60 post cards comprising Business Life and costumes of Syria and
i by

Palestine 5/-, post free. Oriental views and T
at 1 d. each, post free. Catalogue 2 d., posf

As the French forces spread northward into Syria and Lebanon, the nomenclature used in the unit cachets changed
to include references to Syria. Examples shown here are from the Provost and Automobile Service. All such
markings should be considered very elusive.




SYRIA

In the initial phase of the occupation, the French focused on Lebanon, where naval forces were landed and Beirut
secured on 7 October 1918, but they were soon vying for influence with the British and an independent Arab
government that was set up in Damascus. During 1919 and the first half of 1920, French forces were occupying the
coas}al areas along the eastern Mediterranean and north of Palestine, which consisted of Lebanon, the Alawite
Territory and Alexandretta. The first postage stamps used in this territory were those issued by the British E.E.F.
(Egyptian Expeditionary Forces), which remained in use until the French produced their own issues in late 1919.

Tresor et Postes 600
12 May 1919
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Cover sent from FPO 600 in Beirut to France. It was franked with a 1 piastre E.E.F. adhesive even though it bore
the cachet of the "French Troops in the Levant/Officers Quarters." Received in La Basse-Indra on 29 May 1919.




SYRIA ' Tripoli-Syrie
E.E.F. Franking ' 23 June 1919

Djon (Liban)
10 April 1919

Commercial covers mailed from French-occupied territory (now Lebanon), franked with E.E.F. stamps and
cancelled with old Ottoman postmarks. Oval French censorship markings in black and violet, respectively, read
"Passed by the/Censor/O.E.T.A. (Occupied Enemy Territory Administration) West." Sent to Belgium and
Mexico -- most unusual destinations. '




SYRIA

Tresor et Posteé 600
Official Mail

26 August 1919

Beyrouth
I December 1919
17 October 1921
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Official mail could be sent free of postage through the French fieldpost stations. Above covers sent from Beirut
by the "ngh Commission of the French Republic in Syria and Armenia,” "High Commission of the French
Republic in Syria” and "Network Commission in Syria - Cilicia."



SYI.{IA Tresor et Postes 601
Legion Armenienne 3 April 1919

In 1919, FPO 601 moved to the Headquarters of the French Army in Beirut. Some Armenians were recruited to
help quell disturbances by Arabs and a few remaining Turks in the occupied territory. Above cover sent by a

Sergeant in the "Armenian Legion" to Paris. This is the only recorded cover from this small detachment serving
in the Levant.




SYRIA ) ' Tresor et Postes 600
Cavalerie Auxiliare Syrienne 27 January 1920
' 29 May 1920

To augment their own forces, the French recruited local troops from Lebanon and the coastal areas of Syria The
above examples show two different unit cachets of the "Syrian Auxiliary Cavalry” and were sent by French
officers in those units back to the home country.




