}

SYRIA
Military Mail
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Tresor et Postes 614
27 August 1924

Tresor et Postes 615
4 November 1921

Tresor et Postes 615-C
24 July 1920

Fieldpost stations were opened in other administrative centers, including #614 on 1 April 1924 at Alexandretta,
#015 on | February 1920 (at Aleppo on date shown), and #615C in May 1920 at Ourfa.




SYRIA
Naval Mail

3. b. balladifan.

Base Naval Beyl;outh
23 January 1920

Division Naval de Syrie
April 1922

As Beirut was the primary port in Syria at that time, it became the principal base for French naval forces in the

Levant.




CONSTANTINOPLE

Following the Turkish surrender and the Armistice of Mudros on 30 October 1918, an occupation force of Allied
troops headed by General d'Esperey landed in Constantinople on 22 November. Included were contingents of
British, French, Greeks and Italians. There was even an American presence through a naval squadron.

.. | Constantinople. Fontaine de l'empereur Guillaume II '
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; 8 February 1919
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Various unit markings were applied to French military mail, including "Allied Forces in Turkey in Europe/Base of
Constantinople" "Medical Chief/Constantinople," and "Headquarters of the Allied Forces in Turkey."




CONSTANTINOPLE Tresor et Postes 502
Official Mail

1920
2 August 1922

/

Field post office #502 was established at the headquarters of the Allied Orient Army in Constantinople. Upper
registered cover was sent from the office of the Commanding General of the French Corps of Occupation.
Picture postcard sent from the Interallied Police Headquarters in Stamboul.




CONSTANTINOPLE Tresor et Postes 506

Fieldpost 3 September 1921
i e . ~ Tresor et Postes 506-B
A B 6 March 1920

Field post office #506 was established at the Galata branch post office. FPO #506-B was located at the Stamboul
branch. Postage for special services could be paid with unoverprinted French stamps or those surcharged in
piastres and paras for use in the French Levant offices.




C.ONSTANTINOPLE Tresor et Postes 509-A
Fieldpost 26 April 1919
2 December 1919
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Field post office #509-A was established in Constantinople to handle civilian mail. Examples shown are covers
to Greece and Switzerland, both franked with unoverprinted French adhesives.




CONSTANTINOPLE Tresor et Postes AAQ/Direction
Fieldpost : 12 January 1920

Vag. Etapes 36
21 September 1921

Tresor et Postes 502
f 17 August 1920
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CARTE F{OSTALE

Correspondance
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Constantinople. 5 !
Vue du Bosphore. Cotes d'Asie et d'Europe.

Other examples of fieldpost markings used in Constantinople are shown above. T&P AAO/Direction was used by
the postal administrators at the main fieldpost office. Vaguemestre d'Etapes 36 was used at Makri Kuei.




T
LA FOI

CONSTANTINOPLE Tresor et Postes 506
Airmail Service 7 July 1919
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Tresor et Postes 502
13 September 1919
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To improve communications within the Allied Orient Army, a special fieldpost airmail service was provided from
Constantinople to Bucharest, Romania from 8 July to 31 October 1919. A special 2-line cachet was applied in
black or violet, with free service for military mail and a surcharge of 1 franc collected in addition to the normal 25

centimes for civilian international letters.




CONSTANTINOPLE | Base Naval de Constantinople
Naval Mail : 1919
: 18 March 1919

CARTE POSTALE

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

French naval forces were also active in Constantinople during the occupation. Items above show various naval
cachets in use at the time, including "Naval Hospital." :




CONSTANTINOPLE Tresor et Postes 506
Russian Exile Post Office 3 February 1921
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This cover originated from the Russian exile army post office of the survivors of the White forces that had been
evacuated from South Russia after being defeated by the Bolsheviks. It was sent to Algeria via French FPO #506
in Constantinople. This is the only example of such usage seen by exhibitor.




WESTERN ANATOLIA

In addition to Constantinople and the surrounding area, some French troops were sent to Smyrna in the western
part of Asiatic Turkey. In the aftermath of World War I, that city was occupied by the Greek army from August
1919 to September 1922, when it was reoccupied by Turkish nationalist forces.
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Examples of military mail from the French fieldpost office in Smyrna. Because of the Greek presence in the city,
these covers were sent by members of the French Military Mission with the Greek Army as inscribed in
manuscript on the upper cover and by a circular cachet on the lower example.




CILICIA

In a'ddit:ion to requiring the Ottomans to divest all of their Arab-populated territories, the Allies also drew up
occupation zones in Turkey proper. In southern Anatolia, the area of Cilicia was first occupied by the French from
January to October 1919 and then turned over to the British.

Tresor et Postes 600 A
9 June 1919

TURKEY

 Official cover sent by a captain acting as adjutant to the French governor of Adana, the capital of Cilicia. using
FPO #600 A.




CILICIA Adana
First Overprints 6 March 1919
— s TR T e e B, Mersine
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The French found large quantities of Ottoman stamps in the post offices, which were overprinted "Cilicia" in
sans-serif capital letters and placed on sale on 4 March 1919. Examples shown here used on registered letter from
Mersine to Cairo and on a parcel address card from Adana to Cesaree.




CILICIA ' | Mersine
Second Overprints 3 June 1919

Tarsous
20 April 1920
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On | April 1919, a second overprint was employed to create new stamps. This time the wording "Cilicie" was in
cursive. Examples shown here used on cover from Mersine to Italy (in mixed franking of the two overprints) and
on a postal card from Tarsous to Mersine (with an additional T.E.O. adhesive).




e

CILICIA ' Adana
T.E.O. Overprints ' 10 February 1920
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A third overprint reading "T.E.O. (Occupied Enemy Territory)/Cilicie" was issued on 23 May 1919. Examples
shown here used on a picture postcard from Adana to Ecuador and a parcel address card with old all-Arabic
Ottoman cancel of Adana.
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CILICIA
Mixed Franking

unusual small oval censor

marking inscribed Tarsus.




