FRANCE ‘ Postal Stationery

Because of a large number of "guest workers" from Bclglum and Northern France, the German authorities
prepared special postal cards for their use. The first version was issued on 1 December 1916 with special
mscﬁpncn at the top. (The marking in red reading "Zivilarbeitersendung" was a non-postal handstamp but still of
interest in that it was applied by local military authorities on cards sent by civil workers.)
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Several other versions of the Civilian Workers Cards were printed on chalky paper. The first, issued in August
1917, had the lines for the return address reading vertically. One for inbound messages was issued in May 1918
with the inscriptions in blue. The final card, issued in September 1918, was for outbound messages but the lines
for the return address were horizontal.
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Although they were able to occupy small areas in the western part of Russian Poland, the primary German effort
on the Eastern Front in 1914 was defensive, i.e. to stem the Russian advances in East Prussia and Austrian
Galicia. However, a successful breakthrough at Gorlice in the following year resulted in the capture of Warsaw
on 5 August 1915 and forced the Russian army to retreat from the rest of Poland by the end of September, which
then remained under German and Austro-Hungarian occupation for the balance of the war.
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Official cachets of various military units and agencies were used during the extended occupation period, as
indicated by the examples shown above for the two most important cities of German-occupied Poland.
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Mail with official military or administrative cachets exists from many Polish cities and towns during the
occupation, of which some representative examples are shown above.




POLAND Postage Stamps

Trial Overprints reading " Poland"
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Desiring a resumption of civil mail service in occupied Poland, the authorities prepared a set of trial overprints
reading "Poland.” However, it was considered confusing in that these would not be used in Austrian or German
Poland. Therefore, when the new stamps were issued on 12 May 1915, they were overprinted "Russian Poland."
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As in Belgium and France, Germania postal cards were overprinted for use in "Russian Poland." Of this issue,
only the 5 pfennig single and double cards were issued.




POLAND Postage Stamps
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In 1916, administrative responsibilities for Russian Poland were finalized, with Germany in charge of the northern
part of the territory (known as the General Government Warsaw) and the Austro-Hungarians ghe southern area
(known as the General Government Lublin). On this basis, a second German set overprinted with the new name
of the administrative region, was issued on 1 August 1916. Note that the 15 pfennig value comes in two colors.




POLAND Postal Stationery

In 1916, cards with the "Gen. Gouv. Warschau" overprints were provided on 5 pfennig single and double cards in
the version with the "Postkarte" to the right of the centerline.




POLAND Postal Stationery

A second series of cards with "Gen. Gouv. Warschau" overprints was issued later in 1916. These had the
inscription "Postkarte" above the centerline.




POLAND Delivery Services
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The German postal service only delivered mail between post offices. Thus, an opportunity was provided for local
delivery services, which were created in Warsaw and several other communities. The Warsaw town council
established such its service on 23 September 1915. Ten different local stamps, plus numerous varieties with
different color overprints, were used until 20 October 1916. After that date, stamps were discontinued and a tax
paid marking in various denominations was applied to the cards and letters to be delivered.
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In Lodz, the local delivery service was organized by the volunteer firefighters. The payment of the 5 pfennig
delivery fee was attested by the application of a cachet inscribed "L.F.F. (Lodzer Freiwillige Feuerwehr)." The
first version of this marking had a double ring, but later a single ring was introduced.
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POLAND Jasna Gora Monastery
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The town of Czestochowa and the nearby Monastery of Jasna Gora were in the German zone of occupation.
However, for reasons of religious sensitivity, it was decided that Roman Catholic Austrians rather than Protestant
Prussians should be assigned to guard the institution. Thus was created the anomaly of the Jasna Gora Enclave
with an Austrian military presence within the area of the General Government Warsaw. Special cachets exist.




LITHUANIA

A renewed German offensive on the Eastern Front in September 1915 successfully advanced into Lithuania z_md
entered the capital of Vilnius on the 18th. At that point, the Russians no longer posed a threat, and the occupation
continued uninterruptedly until the end of the war.
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Some of the military mail originating in Lithuania bears the cachets of administrative units. All of the examples
shown above incorporate the use of "Litauen" in some connection.




LITHUANIA

The troops within Kaunas developed their own internal mail delivery system, with mail addressed to officials
within the fortress or city garrison being specially noted and delivered by courier. Such items can be identified by
the marking "Festungspost" or "Gamisonpost," both of which are quite elusive.




LITHUANIA Wilna
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Representative cachets related to administrative activities in Vilnius by the German occupation forces.
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DEUTSCHE POST IN POLEN

‘ DPﬁeka0be'der Reichsdrﬁckerei,,
 Germania-Marken mit waagerechtem
Aufdruck 'Polen' in Frakturschrift.

Es handelt sich um nicht-verausgabte
Probedrucke' in den Wertstufen zu
LB S, 0. B0, 20 und 60 Prg.

Alle Werte zeichmnen sich dadurvch aus,
daB sie riickseitiyg am Markenoberrand
mit einem dreiseitig gezdhntem Papier—
s8treifen von ca. 4-5 mm Breite beklebt
“wurden. bty

Die Probedrucke wurden von mir nicht
-stgntert.
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