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The occupation of the Crimea meant that the German Navy could assume full control of the Black Sea. Upper

postcard from S.M.S. Goeben at Sevastopol is an example of sailor's mail. Other items show cachet of "German
Naval Unit/Crimea" in two different colors.




UKRAINE

Feldpoftbrief
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Sevastopol
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With its command of the Black Sea, Sevastopol became a center for German military activity in the Crimea.
Examples above show three different cachets used in the city.




UKRAINE Kertsch (Kerch)

At the opposite end of the Crimea from Sevastopol is the harbor of Kerch, which guards the entrance to the Sea of
Azov. This port was also occupied, partly to insure that Russian naval vessels did not interfere with German
activities in the area. Unit cachets identify "Kertsch" and read "Imperial German Harbor Office" and "Imperial
German Headquarters." '
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GEORGIA

Based on the Brest Litovsk Treaty, the Soviet government agreed to withdraw its forces from all non-Russian

territories, including Transcaucasia. By 15 April 1918, Turkish forces with German advisors captured Batum,
Georgia, and on 12 June German forces captured Tiflis, the capital, where they remained in control until the end

of the war.

?

)-80 TpanGeprs s Crokromsmb. 17

-LEGATIONSRAT
p e g FUG YR
DR: Lr‘ f? r‘?.wﬁ‘l '\.‘ TR
VELERATIB WAUKASTS

DEGTLOESE FLLIP AT 53

i

Poti

The German fieldpost accompanied the troops into Transcaucasia where it set up military postal stations in
Georgia. The above examples show mail of the "German Delegation in the Caucasus," sent through FPO 555 in
Poti on the Black Sea coast. The lower example is reportedly the only registered cover known from this location.




GEORGIA : : " Poti
: Batum

Fieldpost cover without
postal markings but has
a unit cachet inscribed
"Imperial German HQ
Poti" in German and
Georgian. (This is the
only recorded example
of this marking).
Briefstempel at upper
right is lightly struck
but refers to the "Harbor
Unit of the Chief of the
Transportation
Detachment/Caucasus."

Fieldpost card datelined
Batum, on 16 July 1918. It
was properly postmarked at
the main German Military -
Mission P.O. located in
Constantinople four days
later, and then forwarded to
the addressee in Berlin.

& R\§

-‘a@r’u«}mr .‘ M :
: %" /gé"’((l{/ :

Following the armistice between Russia and the Central Powers, Turkish forces with their German advisors

cleared eastern Anatolia of Russian troops and advanced to Batum, the principal Georgian port on the Black Sea,

on 15 April 1918. Unlike that from elsewhere in the former Russian Empire, mail from the soldlers in Batum
- was handled by the post office of the German Military Mission in Turkey.




GEORGIA Tiflis
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Additional examples of fieldpost cards datelined Tiflis and used from Georgia. Unit cachets read "Imperial
German Delegation in Caucasus" and "Imperial German Headquarters of the Troops in Caucasus." Any
identifiable mail from this theater is extremely scarce and sought after by specialists.




GEORGIA Tiflis
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Cover with cachet of the “German Delegation in the Caucasus, Financial Admmlsh'atlon” and captured
Russian postcard with marking of the “Imperial German Troop Headquarters in Georgia.” Below is a picture
postcard of Tiflis sent by a member of the Bavarian Reserve Infantry Battalion. These were sent from Tiflis
through the fieldpost system in mid-1918.




THE THEASTER

SERBIA

World War I was triggered when the heir to the Austrian throne was assassinated in Sarajevo, Bosnia by a Serb
terrorist on 28 June 1914. Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia a month later, but its first invasion was
abortive as Russia invaded Galicia and forced the Austrians to divert troops to that front. However, once the
Russian threat was countered, a second invasion of Serbia was undertaken with the support of German and
Bulgarian forces. This was quickly successful and the capital, Belgrade, was captured on 6 October 1915.

Belgrade
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Kaiserlich Deutsches Konsulat
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Picture postcard of Semendria (Smederevo), a town just across the Danube from Hungary, sent through FPO 180.
Cover sent from the Imperial German Consulate in Belgrade via FPO 25.




SERBIA

Some military mail can be identified by unit cachets and/or location given in the dateline. The fieldpost cards
shown above have generic (without specific locations) datelines reading "Macedonia" and "Balkan Army" which,
based on the dates and FPO numbers, were in Serbia at the time they were written.




SERBIA Nish
Prilep

Cards shown above have specific locations included in the datelines, both from towns that were included in the
area of southeast Serbia annexed by the Bulgarians.




Belgrade
gujevac
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SERBIA
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Cachets from German units in Serbia are quite uncommon, even from Belgrade and especially from other towns.
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For administrative purposes, occupied Serbia was divided roughly in half on a Northeast to Southwest diagonal
line, with the Austrians having the western portion and the Bulgarians the eastern. Thus, the Germans were not
directly involved in running the territory. This explains why German unit cachets from Serbia are so elusive.




ROMANIA

Induced by Allied promises of Hungarian territory, Romania declared war on the Central Powers on 27 August
1916. After brief successes in Transylvania, the Romanians are driven out by Austro-Hungarian and German
troops, who then did a reverse invasion, capturing Bucharest, the capital of Romania, on 6 December 1916. In the
meantime, their Bulgarian allies invaded the Dobrudja and occupied Constanta, the main Black Sea port. A cease
fire was agreed on 6 December 1917, and Romania eventually signed the Treaty of Bucharest on 7 May 1

918.

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE.

 ROMANIA.
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The German fieldpost accompanied the troops into Romania and set up military postal stations in key locations.
~ Above examples show comer card and/or cachets of the "Military Government in Romania," one from the
Economics Staff and one from the Electro-Technical Group.




ROMANIA
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Examples of generic cachets (no locations specified) of various ‘administrative organizations in the military
government of Romania, including "Cashier's Office of the Economics Staff" and "Press Group."



ROMANIA
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Fieldpost cards and cover that were sent from units stationed

ROMANIA




ATTEST

ROLF HASPEL
Verbandsprufer

des Bundes der philatelistischen Priifer ¢.V. im BDPh und APHV
D-0-4401 Thalheim-Bitterfeld, Wolfener Str. 1

Nt 05/2000 . Dawm  10,1,2000

Deutsche Delegatibn Kaukasus

Eingeschriebene Heeressache mit dem Stempel
|| Deutsche Feldpost 555 und entsprechendem
R-Zettel mit der Nr.157 nsch Berlin mit
rickseitigem Lacksiegel (nicht lesbar).

Der ruckseltlge Ankanftsst@mpel Berlin trigt
das Datum 17 1918.

Die Feldpoststation 555 war auf dem Kaukasus
und der Heeresgruppe Mackensen zugehdrig.
Belege dieser Feldpoststatlon sind sehr
selten.

Alle Stempel 31nd klar und deutlich.Der Um~
sehlag ist in einem sehr gutan Zustand.

- Priifgebiete: Deutsche Feldpést 1914/19 incl. Marineschiffspost u. Militdrmis-
sion Tiirkei, Feldpost China u. DSWA, Kriegsgefangenenpost Japan 1914/20




Rolf Haspel
OT Thalheim, Wolfener Str. 2, 06766 Bitterfeld-Wolfen BEEUN D1 5 / 200 9

Deutsche Feldpost 1914/19-Kaukasus

Feldpostkarte aus Tiflis,geschrieben 5.Juni 1918, nach Berlin mit Trup-
penstempel "Kaiserlich Deutsches Truppenkommando in Georgien"
(innen Zarenadler).

Die Karte wurde im Schwarzmeerhafen Konstanza/Ruménien der Feld-
post iibergeben und mit dem aptierten Stempel der DFP 258 vom 17.6.18
versehen.

Die riickseitig abgebildete Karte aus dem Kaukasus ist echt.

Die Schrift ist teilweise etwas verblaBt aber noch lesbar. Die Karte ist

ohne mein Signum. % g %] 50,
Pr%%gebiet: DR Feld- u. Marineschiffspost 1914/19, Feldpost }uﬁfm‘ DS Q ¢ \7

Milifarmiceinn Tiirker 1014710 Kreocarfanornannact Fanan 101490




