
Yanks at War 

Christmas France 1918 

Not marked 
“Soldiers Mail” hence 
3 cent US domestic 
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‘MPES 702" with 
“machine cancel 
ecensor. 

= = 

—
-
 

a
e
 

e
e
 

Christmas card and its envelope. Sketch by Pvt Bill Bailey 
shows both an ARC nurse and ARC canteen worker. 
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The AEF in conjunction with the US Post Office devised the Christmas Package Coupon to 

control the volume of Xmas packages. The ARC provided a standard 9x4x3 box. Regrettable 

the two used examples do not retain the postage paid to Hoboken or the separate ARC label. 

Each coupon is a variant eg upper lacks a period after “coupon” in 1* line.



: Yanks at War 
H Christmas France 1918 

a
m
 

a
 

a c
a
 a
 

e
M
 

? 
5 

2 
- 
a
 

- 
e
e
,
 

A
e
 

h
n
 
C
e
”
 
S
r
 

S
E
 

Ti
 

} 
|
 

. 
\ 

: 
t
a
c
 

‘ 

a
 

r 
e
e
s
 

A single coupon was provided to each serviceman in accordance with General Order 166 of Sep 

. 30 1918. He in turn directed to his personal Santa. Upper envelope as the letter text indicates 

contained the coupon mailed 18 OCT 1918 “MPES No 766. 
Lower “CHRISTMAS PARCELS ENVELOPE” contained the coupon. The envelope was to be 

| deposited unsealed in a mail bag on a ship’s gangway as a soldier boarded for service abroad. 

| Here grayish white envelope rather than buff. DISCOVERY ITEM.. 
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Mssued by the Umerican Red Cross 

Artists’ Aid to the Red Cross 

Christmas Postcard 

MERRY CHRISTMAS S) 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM 

\ERICAN PEOPLE THROUGH 

EF AMERICAN RED CROSS 9 

ARTISTS’ AID 
TO THE Ss 

RED CROSS * Tf wishes were horses and 
beggars could ride 

Id. wish for an air horse to 
fly to your side 

of beggar for oat for kind 
oO, ruendly smile 

&9 Oy hein ce Y i To keep me un cheer and 
VY contentment awhile. 

Upper and right ARC produced cards feature the 1918 Christmas parcel 
and care of the wounded.
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ARC England 

ARC Southampton 

Franked 1.5d 
UK domestic 
letter rate. 
No postage 
due or 
censorship. 

Initially ARC had no plan for a Mission to England. As the overwhelming majority of troops 
transited England en route to France, the Mission was created. 
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ARC England 

ARC Military Hospital 4 

PAH. Ti Fohlsticlits, rit 
fg AMERICAN RED CROSS 
‘MILITARY HOSPITAL No. 4, 

LIVERPOOL 

AEF censored 
free franked mail 
carried by British 
Post Office. 
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was ARC Military Hospital 4 at 
ming mail. The lower forwarded to 

The ARC established military hospitals in England. The largest Mossley Hill near Liverpool. Examples of outgoing and inco a second ARC facility at Tedsworth. 



Yanks at War 
ARC England ARC Hospital Romsey 

ARC Hospital Knotty Ash _ 

“Blue star” envelope forwarded to “BH ARC Knotty Ash”. Near Liverpool, this facility was primarily a convalescent center typically used as a transit point for homeward bound casualties. 
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ARC England ARC Canteen Service Postcards 

POS FC ARD | pe 
< AES, esa ape SOLDIER'S ~ 

TO BE USED FOR WRITTEN OR ; ONLY JHE ADDRESS TOeBE | MAIL 
PRINTED MATTER , iene RE 

DISTRIBUTED FREE BY 

AMERICAN RED CROSS 

CANTEEN SERVICE 

Cardiff 

- 

BEDROOM IN THE RED CROSS S. 

London 

DINING-ROOM IN THE RED CROSS SAILORS CLUB ON THE STRAND 

US Naval personnel were a significant presence in Great Britain whether coaling in Cardiff or 

on shore leave in London. Canteen service post cards for Cardiff and London respectively. 



was sent in July 1917 to 

Yanks at War _ 

Mission to Russia ‘““ARC Mission to Russia” 

Diplomatic Pouch Mail 

Handled as 
diplomatic mail 
franked with 
country of origin 
postage entered 
the mail 
Washington DC 
OCT 23 1917 

ARC Mission to Russia 

organize medical support. 
Major Robins was by Fall 
1917, head of the Mission. 
RARE. 



Yanks at Wi ar 
Mission to Russia 

Incoming Mail 

Original photo of 
ARC mission Trans- 
Siberian railway 
trackside taken by 
team member 
Dr. Orin Sage 
Wightman 

New York ForSta”. 
OCT 24 1917. 
Petrograd revr. 
6 .1.18 with Russian 
censor "62", 
2.5 months in route 

RED CROSS MISSION T0 RUSSTA." 
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ARC hand stamp "forwarded by American National Red Cross _ Washington DC USA" RARE PREVIOUSLY UNREPORTED 
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ii hel Hospital Ship ARC Aboard 
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U. S. HOSPITAL SHIP 

GENERAL ROBERT M. ©’ REILLY 

PIER 45 N. R.. NEW YORK 
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Hospital ship USS General R.M. O’Reilly previously SS Pilgrim, served as a floating hospital at 
Pier 45 New York. Two examples of ARC stationery used on board sent thru US post. 
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Occupation of Germany ARC Still with the Flag 

4 
Uncommon YW CA F 

Envelope | 
ARC worker mail | 
3c domestic rate — 
"PES 927 11MAR19” 
AEF censor. 
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In Theater mail 
Dr. Dora Horn Pvt Surg 
sent “Officer's Mail” to 

, ARC Paris via MPES 

With the rapid troop reduction, the mail volume, including that of the ARC, fell dramatically. 
For the ARC volunteers, it meant an end to free franking for personal mail 
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Post Armistice France aree 
ARC Communication Bureau 
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March 24th / 1919 

‘Hermn A, yiller, 2° ap sy" 
426-¢ New York a 

peer Pitas 2 ee aoe 
Was ‘received in reply to your 

- Mr. O.Miller,- 19 ple Allee, ry inquiry of ov 
. Berlin, ,erm: 

Message gret to have to tell you that both of our parents 
‘a have ie: t this world, but all the sons and daughters 

\ with their families are very well, 
Feby 9/19, ¥e 11 we nd love. vour brothers and sisters. 

= de'sr +, Director. 
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Registered 
domestic 
rate 

Communication Bureau served both the military and civilian populations 
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France Post Armistice ARC Children’s Bureau: New Focus 
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BUREAU D‘ASSISTANCE A VENFANCE .CROIX-ROUGE AMERICAINE 16,00 ‘anu oe OM 
e 

The ARC War Council ended in March 1919. The French government resisted ARC civil 

programs. One exception was the ARC Children’s Bureau focused on maternal and infant 

welfare. Three postcards of a series by artist Stephany marked “Croix Rouge Americaine” on 

the reverse. 
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France Post Armistice ARC and Public Health 

410. commission AMERICAINE CONTRE LA TUBERCULOSE 

BURBAU DE LA TUBRRCULOSE —- CROIX=ROUGE AMBRICAINE 

ALiMENTATION 

DE L'ENFANT 

| Le lait 
malernel esl 
le meilleur 
pour le bebe. 
s~_ 1l meurl 

- quatre bebes au 
hiberon pour un 

3 bébé nowrri au 
sein. Oi lelaifde lamére est insu | 
Fisant il faut cependant donner au 
bebé en complélant au biberon si ) : 
[enfant déperil . | ee 
Une vie calme une alimentalion 

al des boissons saines et abondan- ARC’s goal was to establish American standards of 

les ot di repos augmentent beat cohol and tuberculosis. “The White Death”. 
coup le lail dela nourrice. The crowd scene card marked “Bureau des Enfants- 

Croix Rouge Americaine”’. Right breast feeding. 
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France Post Armistice 

ARC Mission to France Ends 

__ MAKE NOVEMBER 30 A REAL, THANKSGIVING | - 

£ 

Stuff the Red Cross Turkey with Much-needed Dough! 

The ARC Mission to France ended in 1922. 

Upper card message “Trucks take the 
Lucky Children to the Station”, a Paris 
scene in 1919. Note the lettering 3 

“American Red Cross” on the truck box. E 
The end of the Mission was primarily the 
result of a lack of US public support and 
thus funding. Lower card a crass appeal for 
CASH by ARC Committee for France 
Paris November 1922. Silver simoleons, 

tC RARE 

Give thanks! Give francs! 
ause a run on the banks! 

We can use all the sous 
And the sovereigns you've got ! 

We hollers for dollars 
And buckets of ducats, 

Appealing with feeling © 
For those who have not! 

We've a place for the shilling oe 
Of everyone willing : 

To aid the disabled, = 
The sick and the poor, . 

So send your piasters : : 
To help in disasters, : | 

Your “pieces of eight” Ras ee 
And your bright “Louis d'or’ ! oe 

Retain your good humor 
But mail your mazuma, 

Your green-backs and shekels 
our pounds and your yen! 

Your golden Napoleons, 

Give to your Red Cross, . 
World Helper of Men! ‘ 


