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ARC provided both financial and material support in Italy prior to April 1917. 
Ospedale Territorale No. 10 or American Hospital for Italian Wounded equivalent to the American 
Ambulance in France. American Relief Clearing House as in Paris but here openly identified as 
“Comitato Centrale Dei Saccorsi Americani - ARC” o
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ARC Support after 4/17 _ American Relief Clearing House 

After April 1917, American Relief Clearing House continued to serve as the ARC agent in Italy. 
Following the disastrous Battle of Caporetto in November 1917, the ARC sent an 
Emergency Mission . It direct took control of the Clearing House. US declared war on Austria- 
Hungary in December 1917. : 
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initially located at the Clearing ARC headquarters in Rome was 
House at 112 via del Plebiscito. 
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Express mail addressed to ARC Paris Headquarter. 

Final ARC Rome office was at 14, Via Sardegna. 
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The ARC function in Italy was focused primarily on raising Italian morale particularly among 
the civilians. Accordingly district office were established though out the peninsula and Sicily. 
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Vicenza “Field Headquarters” 
“Servizie al. Fronte” 
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Livorno office within the Florence district an indication of dispersed nature of the ARC in Italy. 
Venezia (Venice) was another district office. The letter directed to the ARC Padua office 
forwarded to the Bologna office. 
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In July 1918 the Italian government and post allowed the use of unit stamps with the words “Franchigia Postale’(Post Allowed) to serve as free franking. This type of unit stamp was also used by the YMCA, and the AEF. Each unit’s stamp was distinct; all are scarce. Both the Venice and Padua stamps have ”ARC” in Italian and “FRANCHIGIA POSTALE”. RARE. 
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Italian morale was shattered by the loss at Caporetto. Allied Supreme Command would not sen 

AEF troops. The ARC became the US force in Italy. To carry that message this postcard was 

created. The lower card shows ARC “Rifugio del Soldato CRA” (Soldiers Refuge ARC) in Milat
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At least two printers Pinci (2 styles previous page) and Cassetti produced the card. With a 
number of printings variants exist. The printed message on reverse of this card “this card is 
only valid if sent to a soldier in the “Zone of War’ demonstrates the card’s special purpose.
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The message, Unity: “A Symbol. The Allied Nations are bonded with the spontaneity of a 

child” “ARC 166, Via Sicilia, Roma”, ARC headquarters. Two versions produced by Cassetti. 
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A medley of less common ARC cards. The image on the multicolored card is the Winged Victory of Brescia. The creator artfully blends the four Western Allies national flags.
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These envelopes both use Milan in the return addresses, the American Consul and the 
ARC respectively. Both with boxed Genoa censor. The lower has an Italian Army 
medical “10" Disinfection Section...” RARE circular “ARC- SECTION”. 
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The Morale card used bya soldier in Company B 3320 Infantry, the only US Army combat 
unit to serve in Italy through US military mail. 
The “ARC Hospital Andrea Costa Milano” mail sent through the French military post. 
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The letter of 3.III.1919 says: “The ARC in Italy is finished. The kitchens for the poor people 
are closed, the warehouses are been(sic) closed... the inventory... transferred to the ARC 
Balkan Commission.” The Firenze ARC district mail of 22.1.20 establishes that rather than 
ending the ARC found new missions. 


