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After the armistice, the first ARC mission was serving POWs, first of few US POWs, then 

POWs of both Allied and central powers. ARC established its POW office in Berne in 1918. 
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RARE “INTERALLIED COMMISSION” mailed July 1919 from Berlin through the “US 
MPES” with letter on ARC Commission letterhead. Original group photo in front of US 
Embassy Berlin. The x’s mark ARC nurses. 
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ARC worked in close collaboration with the Austrian government. The ARC return address 
includes “Federal Ministry of the Army” on a registered express letter to Trieste. 
The card with circular “ARC Work Station 20” in Vienna. 
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Nézd, a Kat6é féldén maszkal, 

Szennyet-piszkot désszerdgesal, 
S mindezt derék Boresa néni 
Mosolyogva, nyugton nézi. 

S mikor madsnap Kat6 szadja 

Seb és penész, gyssz tanydja : 
Akkor sirja, akkor banja, 
Mért volt piszkos a szobaja. 

Rossz szokas a hajesi-hajesi, 

Megszokja a huncut Lajesi, 

Ezt magad is majd belatod ; 

Nem lesz téle nyugovasod ! 
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Hungarian produced postcards inscribed “AMERICAN RED CROSS Maternal and Infant 
Action Program”. Two unused cards of the series. 
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Mail from the ARC Post Office 

The ARC had a mail handling function in Paris from July 1917. With the transition in its tasks, 

its far flung Mission, and the anticipated decrease of the AEF’s service, the ARC Mail 

Department created its own post office with a distinctive cancel. 
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BOTH KNOWN ENVELOPES WITH ARC CENSOR TAPE. Each has a censor 

mark used only by ARC. “EXAMINED BY NO.2” not previously reported. 
DISCOVERY ITEM. Both pieces mailed to Red Cross entities.
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In addition to a strictty nostai se =i RC post office handiedt deeraphic trafic. The upper 

has a circular “ARC*S.C. Telegram-OFFICIAL” here used in conjunction with a censor 

7.11919. Lower faint red circular “ARC*TELEGRAM OR POST” 14.V.1919. 
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The ARC postal function created auxiliary markings. Above a blue circular “ARC*4, Place de la 

Concorde-OF FICIAL MAIL PARIS” (also seen in red). Lower circular “ARC *TELEGRAM- 

OFFICIAL” and partial ARC PO cancel. The ARC as an organization had free franking as shown. 
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ARC Courier niail from “ARC Commission” 

Lower illustrates the flow in the ARC courier system, marked “Officer’s Mail” in Riga, courier 

to the ARC post office, French postage is affixed tied by “ARC PO stamp 6 SEPT 1920” and 

Paris departure the same date. A faint red circular “ARC” stamp used in Riga upper right. 
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ARC Mail System 
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In late 1918, Major Peaslee of the AEF MPES established a courier service in support of the 

Commission to Negotiate the Peace. On April 30 1919, this service was made available to the 

ARC, YMCA, and the American Relief Administration. Upper cover Discovery Item used 

from Serbia APR 12 1919 PRIOR to official access by the ARC. 
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ARC Mail System Mail Balkans and Turkey 
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The upper card from Lillian in Constantinople has a script “By Courier” and partial ARC PO 

8 JUIL to Frances Welch c/o Polish Commission ARC Warsaw with circular “ARC 

Constantinople” stamp upper right. 

The envelope sent from “Albanian Service” has the ARC PO 15 JUIL(1920) and Paris departure 

same date to Nova Scotia. 
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ARC Mail System 

Courier Service. 

ARC stationery to the ARC PO 6 SEPT 1920 addressed “care Morgan Harjes”, the old “port” 

for ARC volunteers. That address was a local service, but forwarded by the ARC PO. 

The letter from Poland handled with “ARC PO 27 JUN 1921” is the last known date of use for 

both the ARC post office and its courier. The post office functioned for at least 27 months. Dr. 

Voor died of typhus in Poland FEB 1922. 
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Commission to Poland 
February 1919-21 
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The ARC Commission to Poland dealt with a refugee crisis, 
public health issues, and epidemics of typhus and cholera,
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Postcard with three line hand stamp of ARC unit assigned to hospital in 

Wilno (now Vilnius). Message written by wounded Polish soldier during 

Russo Polish war on 11.V1I.20 
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Commission to the Baltic 
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ARC Mail Libau, Riga, & Kowno 

The ARC Commission to Western Russia and the Baltic States was located in Riga. Two 
envelopes and a card all via ARC courier through the ARC PO in Paris. Upper with circular 
ARC stamp used in Latvia. Lower RARE “ARC Kowno” stamp. Kowno (Kaunas Lithuania) 
was a typhus “hot spot”. 
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Two late pieces of mail from Latvia. Upper mailed in Berlin reflects the end of the ARC 
courier/post office in Paris. Llower American Methodist envelope with the Red Cross mailed 
printed matter 11.12.22 is a follow on to the “ARC only” mission. 


