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2020 Summer Bulletin President’s Message
This bulletin is the second of this year’s three expanded
page  count  issues,  which  started  with  the  April  double-
issue. This publishing plan was adopted with a leap of faith
that sufficient material would show up.  To date, lack of
material is a non-issue.  After two expand issues, Dann tells
me a 50-page fall bulletin is almost filled. You deserve a
pat on the back.  Not every society can claim the support
you have shown the editors of our publication. 

As stated in the February newsletter, this is an election year
for the officers and directors of the society. A nominating
committee of Roger Santala (chair),  Ed Fisher and Dave
Kent was appointed. Their nominees are listed later in this
bulletin.  For each nominated candidate there is a short bio
on page 4. I think you will find they are a well-qualified
group and are accomplished in and outside the hobby. 

Any  other  member  with  the  support  of  ten  members,
wishing to run for an office must submit an application to
the Secretary by July 31.  Per our by-laws, when there is
only one candidate for an office voting is waived. The new
slate  of  officers  will  assume  their  duties  at  this  year’s
annual convention in conjunction with the CHICAGOPEX
stamp show (November 20-22).

While  many  of  us  are  still  under  lock-down  and  large
meetings  are  currently  banned  due  to  the  Covid-19
pandemic,  CHICAGOPEX  is  planning  to  proceed  as
scheduled on November 20-22.  Their exhibit application
may  be  found  at  https://www.chicagopex.org/pdf-
documents/2020application.pdf  .   The  entry  deadline  is
September 15.   The CHICAGOPEX awards banquet will
be  on  Saturday  evening,  and  tickets  for  that  must  be
purchased in advance.

Our CHICAGOPEX schedule is to hold the MPHS annual
board meeting the morning of Saturday the 21st  with the
general membership meeting that afternoon. There will be
a program planned for the membership meeting (TBD at
this time). Also we are looking for a restaurant to schedule
a society Friday dinner.  The best military postal history
exhibit will receive the Van Dam MPHS Grand award. If
you  plan  to  exhibit,  submit  your  application  ASAP,  as
frames fill fast for this show.

Those who have paid their 2020 dues we thank you. If you 
have not sent in your dues please do now.  If your dues are 
not received this is your last bulletin. 

I hope most of you took the opportunity to pay the two year
option  and  lock in  current  dues  levels.  A  review of  the

present dues structure is on the agenda for  Chicago. The 
increase in mailing and printing costs over the last few 
years may have made the present levels unsustainable.

_____________________

Editor’s Message

As I  write  this,  all  indications  are  that  very  few of  the
printed copies of the April  Bulletin have been delivered,
though they were mailed on March 25.  Apparently during
this Covid-19 crisis, Non-Profit Bulk Mail flats are at the
back of the queue at each stage of processing.  With that in
mind, I am trying to get this issue to the printer by May 15
in hopes that you might actually receive your July Bulletin
in July.

The widespread non-arrival of the April Bulletin has some
direct impacts on this issue.  First, there is only one brief
letter to the editor (which I am saving for next issue, when
I hope there will be more).  Second, there has been very
little  response  to  the  request  to  submit  your  favorite  6¢
Transport cover to supplement the reprint of the Helbock
article.  Partly for that reason, that project is being moved
back  to  the  October  Bulletin.  Third,  there  has  been
virtually no feedback on technical issues such as fonts and
page layouts, so those in the April issue are repeated here.

(Note:   I  did hear  from several  people  who viewed the
Bulletin on the MPHS website.  All members for whom the
webmaster has a valid e-mail address were sent a notice of
where  to  find,  and  how to  view,  the  April  Bulletin  and
more. If you did not receive one of these e-mails in March,
you should contact Bob Swanson.)

This Bulletin is larger than normal.  Due to the long period
without  a  Bulletin,  and  members’ desire  to  support  its
renaissance,  I  have  been  blessed  with  an  outpouring  of
articles.  (Many  thanks  for  that!)  I  anticipate  that  the
October issue will be of about the same size as this one.
After that,  I  expect a return to the 40-page issues of the
past (or 48 including the auctions, now that those are up
and running again). 

In this issue I have chosen to print only the first portions of
a  couple  of  longer  articles.   This  is  not  ideal  for  either
readers or authors, but I feel it is better to maintain as much
variety as possible in any given issue. When I do split an
article,  my  plan  is  that  all  of  it  will  run  in  the  same
membership year.  This means that if you want to send in
an article of 10 pages, or more, I’ll be delighted to have it,
but will not start it in an October Bulletin.

Until next time stay well, and don’t forget to write.
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Membership Report
As of March 16, 2020

Note: all “Print” members are now “Print & Digital.”

Report from Your IT Manager
by Bob Swanson

We need your latest correct e-mail address! This is the
best  way for  the  Board of  MPHS to notify members  of
important  events.  Every  member  should  have  received
paper mail this year, that included a request for members to
pay dues, along with additional news items regarding the
Society.  Following  up  on  that  letter,  please  update  your
email address with the Secretary!

If  you really do not  want to receive our messages,  each
message body from MailChimp contains a link for "opting
out". However, I believe that we are not "clogging up" your
e-mail IN box with junk. For the most part, our messages
have tended to go out quarterly, if at all. 

From Our Secretary
Harold Krische

I receive four or five requests each year, from members and
non-members,  for  help  with  research  interests  or  even
access  to  a  broader  data-base  of  material  on  a  specific
topic.  Sometimes I  am able  to  point  them in  a  possible
direction, sometimes I just don’t have an answer for them.

Members are reminded that they are entitled to 2 free want
ads per year, and that these can be used to ask for research
assistance as well as offers to buy or sell.

Auction Manager’s Report
By Roger Santala

“A picture is worth a thousand words,” and “Pictures sell
covers” – two pillars of general and philatelic marketing.
The  space  that  we  have  in  the  Bulletin  for  pictures  is

severely limited.  But the amount of space available on the
MPHS website is  not,  and our Webmaster has agreed to
post auction lot scans.

Consignors are encouraged to send scans of their lots to the
auctioneer.  These should be 300dpi .jpg files, one item per
scan (though 2 scans can be sent to show front and back if
desired), in actual size. It would be helpful if you would
put a lot identifier in your list (e.g., AA, BB, CC, etc.  in
place of the lot number) and use that for the scan file name.
Scans should then be sent as attachments to an e-mail.

 Members   Print   Digital P&D   Total
Regular    218      28   45    291
Officers/Bd        0        0     6        6
International      24      13     2      39
Comps.        1        6     1        8

   243      47   54    344

Total digital    101
Total Print    297
Life Members      25

MPHS Dues
Joining

In
Electronic

Only
Paper*
to US

Paper* to
Canada

Paper* to
Other

Dec-Aug $20 $25 $31 $40

Sep-Nov $25 $31 $38 $50
*  “Paper”  members  now  also  receive  the  electronic
version. Please send payments by check to the Treasurer or,
if paying via PayPal please add $1.50 to cover their fees
and direct payment to dues@militaryphs.org 



Nominee Biographies
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Roger  Santala (President).  Mostly  retired  physician,
member of APS, SCC, GPS, and AAMS. Currently auction
manger  MPHS,  treasurer  AMG  Collector's  Club.
Collecting  interests  Finland  WWI,  Post-war  Germany,
Nordic  UN  Operations.  Military  service:  retired
USAFR deployed to Krygyzstan for OEF. 

Ed Fisher (Treasurer) Started collecting as a boy and, with
the usual lapses, have been at it ever since. Collect mint
U.S.  and  U.N.,  worldwide  used,  especially  GB,  France,
Germany, Ireland, & Canada. Also Michigan postal history.
MPHS Treasurer  since  2014.  Life  member  of  AAPE &
UPSS;  Board member & Past President of AMC, Secretary
of  PSPS;  Member  of  20+additional  philatelic
organizations. APS accredited philatelic judge since 2007.
Military  postal  history  interest  is  Knights  of
Columbus/WWI material and Pearl Harbor ships. 

Harold  Krische (Secretary):  Life-long  philatelist  and
Vancouver  area  resident  and  member  of  numerous
philatelic societies including RPSC, ISJP,  Club 21,  APS,
ASPE and the MPHS.  Prime collecting interests  include
Japanese POW camp mail of WWI, censored mail to and
from  16  Duerstein  Street,  Buffalo  N.Y.,  naval  mail
associated with the SMS  Prinz Eitel Friedrich and some
components of Canadian WWII POW camp mail.  I have
presented at the Winton Blount Postal History Symposium
at the Smithsonian and written for Japanese Philately. 

Jeff Curtis  (Director, Awards Chairman) - I am a Project
Manager for the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicle.  Besides
postal  history  I  collect  coins  and  Military  medals.   My
primary  focus  for  postal  history  is  US  Naval  covers,
especially  US Navy  medical  ships  and  facilities.  I  also
have exhibited on Yachts converted to US Naval service. 

Norm Gruenzner (Director).  I  began  collecting  stamps
while stationed on Okinawa for almost 3 year as a DJ for
Armed Forces Radio Service, and resumed after college, in
1964. My interest moved from stamps to covers; and while
I was a NASA reporter during the time they were aiming
for the Moon my interest began to move to military covers.
In 1979 I wrote my first military book,  Postal History of
American POW's: World War II, Korea, Vietnam. George
Cosentini  and I put together the APO Book 1941 -1944.
Lots of work but also lots of fun.  

Regis Hoffman (Director, CD Sales). A long-time member
of the MPHS and numerous other philatelic societies. For
the past 10 years he has co-authored the "Stars & Strife"
column which appears in the MPHS Bulletin. He collects
WWI  East  Africa,  Hollywood  fan  mail  and  world-wide

military  and  censored  mail.  He  is  an  international-level
exhibitor and an accredited APS philatelic judge. 

Kelly Horn (Director, Auction Manager). I live in Raleigh,
North  Carolina  with  my  wife  of  40+  years  and  have  2
children  and  1  grandson.  I  graduated  from  Miami
University  with  a  degree  in  zoology  and  from  North
Carolina State University with a PhD in entomology and an
MA in technical communications. My most recent career
was as an editor in the pharmaceutical industry.  My dad
was  a  stamp  collector  and  encouraged  my  collecting
interests.  As  an entomologist,  I  was  drawn to collecting
insect stamps and covers. This lead to collecting military
covers related to malaria.  Outside of philately, I’m also a
beekeeper with 6 hives on my wife’s family farm. 

David  A  Kent (Director,  Convention  Coordinator).  A
stamp collector since childhood, I’ve been involved with
the  administration  of  clubs  for  more  than  50  years,
experience that ranges from the presidency of the American
Topical  Association  and the  Universal  Ship Cancellation
Society to my local stamp club. I served as editor of the
MPHS Bulletin for more than 20 years, and have published
many articles on military postal history. As an Air Force
veteran, served in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War.

Kurt Stauffer (Director). Member of: MPHS, USCS and
USCS  Pearl  Harbor  Chapter,  APS,  OMSA (Orders  and
Medals  Society  of  America)  and  ASMIC  (American
Society of American Military Insignia Collectors). I am a
moderator  on  a  few Facebook group pages  and Internet
forums. I have authored articles for the MPHS, USCS, and
OMSA in the  past.  Literary  Award  from OMSA for  my
article on Purple Heart medals. Collecting interests include
POW Postal History related to Americans, APO and Naval
Covers, and US Military Medals. Graduate of Oregon State
University with a BA in Business. I am currently a Senior
Business Analyst with 30+ years of retail experience. 

Earl Toops (Director). Stamp collecting since age 10 with
a break during university. Specialized collections of PRC;
Japan;  Italian Social  Republic;  Islamic Republic  of Iran;
Chinese Treaty Port Locals; and South African Homelands.
Currently Vice-President, Anthony Wayne Stamp Society;
Board  Member,  Haiti  Philatelic  Society.  Publications
include articles  in  "The American Philatelist"   and "The
Philatelic  Exhibitor."  Exhibiting  since  2017  on  Trucial
States and Viet Nam. Twenty years USAF Security Police
officer  followed  by;  Ranger,  National  Park  Service.  33
years  living overseas.  Military history board war  gamer;
war game reviewer; and game play-tester.



POW Postal History from the Great Raid on Cabanatuan

By Kurt Stauffer

The Raid on Cabanatuan has been considered
to be one of the most daring commando style
raids of WWII. 522 POWs (this number can
vary slightly depending on the source) were
liberated  behind  enemy  lines  with  minimal
loss of life. 

History of the Camp

In  1942,  the  Philippines  fell  to  the  armed
forces of Japan,  beginning 3 years of brutal
occupation. Bataan surrendered April 9, 1942
and  Corregidor  on  May  6,  1942.  72,000
prisoners of war were taken in the Philippines,
including  those  serving  on  Bataan  and
Corregidor.  Many  of  those  men  began  their
journey  into  captivity  on  the  Bataan  Death
March, arriving in  Camp O’Donnell  starting
on April 11, 1942. There hundreds died before
that camp was closed on January 20, 1943. 

The  majority  of  the  POWs  held  at  Camp
O’Donnell  were  sent  to  Cabanatuan,  also
known as Philippine Military Prison Camp # 1, located on Luzon in the Nueva Ecija province.  Many would
die, but most were transferred to camps in Japan on a number of hell ships that transported them in late 1944.
One of the hell ships, the Arisan Maru, was sunk by a US Submarine, the USS Snook, on October 24, 1944. The
ship lacked the proper markings identifying it as a ship transporting prisoners. 1772 prisoners lost their lives and
only 9 survived, a loss of life greater than that experienced on the USS Arizona at Pearl Harbor. 

By early 1945, most of the prisoners of war in Cabanatuan had been transferred, leaving over 500 prisoners in a
camp that had once held thousands.  The prisoners in the camp were afraid the Japanese would execute them all
as American forces got closer to the camp. The same thought occupied the minds of the commanders of US
forces that had landed on Leyte on October 20, 1944.

The Raid

In January 1945, plans were beginning to be made to rescue the prisoners.  Major Bob Latham who was the
senior guerrilla chief in the area, went to General Walter Krueger’s 6th Army HQ to present the idea.  Krueger
signed off on the idea, and the 6th US Army Rangers, under the leadership of Col. Henry Mucci were assigned
the task.

The 6th Army Rangers and Alamo Scouts (the 6th Army Special Reconnaissance Unit) and Filipino guerrilla
units executed the raid between January 28 and 30, 1944 rescuing 522 POWs, 489 of them Americans.  Two US
soldiers from the rescue force were killed, 4 wounded, with a loss of only 2 prisoners of war.  There are many
books and even a 2005 motion picture titled The Great Raid that go into great detail about the mission itself.
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The  most  important  item  in  the  group  of  surviving
correspondence from Pvt. Kirkpatrick is a V-MAIL letter he
sent a few days after the raid. What looks like a Base Post
Office # 7 machine cancel  can be seen at  the  top of  the
letter.  The February 11 cancel is handstamped.



Once the camp was liberated, the Rangers and the POWs had to make the long trek back to camp through
Japanese held territory. The pace was slow with many of the POWs being transported on carts, or carried by the
Rangers themselves.  On February 1, they arrived and the men were truly free.

Kirkpatrick Correspondence

Private William H. Kirkpatrick was captured with the fall of Corregidor on May 6, 1942. He served with the 60th

Coast Artillery prior to the surrender and became a POW, being held at Cabanatuan. 

POW Postcard sent from Cabanatuan by Private Kirkpatrick.
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News of the spectacular rescue was made public on February 2 and the event was wildly celebrated by US forces in
the Philippines and in the US.  The group photo, including Gen. Wainwright back row center, shows then Corporal
Kirkpatrick in the front row second from left.

Cut from clipping at left.



Cropped image of the inside
of  the  V-mail  shown above.
The  meaning  of  “hot  time
the  other  night”  in  the
message  would  have  been
clear  based  on  the  earlier
news reports.

This piece of postal history is
significant  because  it  is
obvious  that  Kirkpatrick
mailed  it  very  shortly  after
the raid. Another noteworthy
aspect is that the letter is not
censored;  there  is  no  US
Army  censor,  manuscript
censor,  or  base  censor  mark
of any kind. 

On February 11, 280 of the liberated POWs well
enough to travel by sea boarded the USS General
A.E. Anderson. After a stop in New Guinea, they
arrived at San Francisco on March 8.

Processed  V-mail  sent  from  New  Guinea  while
Kirkpatrick was en route home.

The Great Raid remains one of the most successful
actions  of  its  type  in  history.  Estimates  of  the
number  of  Japanese  soldiers  killed  in  the  raid
numbered close to 1000 with only 8 US casualties.
The  sacrifice  the  POWs  made  during  their
incarceration  and  the  heroism  of  the  men  who
liberated them will never be forgotten. 

The February 1945 Kirkpatrick V-mail is the only piece
of mail that I have seen from a Cabanatuan POW who
was liberated in the Great Raid.  If any member of the
Society has a similar example of postal history, I would
love to see it.  
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3-Digit Racetrack Censor Marks – An Update
By Russ Carter

The earliest reported use of the 3-digit mark is 18 April 1941 at Bermuda APO 802. 

This article updates Richard Helbock’s Passed By Army Censor book. Much research has passed since this book
was released. There is a misconception that the 3-digit marks were only used in the Caribbean, Iceland, and
Greenland areas. Many of these marks were used in distant locations.  In some cases, the Officer who was
assigned the censor device kept it (which was against regulations) and used it where he was sent; some marks
seen used in France and Germany are examples. Many of the 900 series were used in the Philippines in 1945.
Helbock has several errors in his list: numbers 313 through 326 were at APOs 802 and 356 only. Also, number
714 was not used at APO 714. These are corrected in the following chart.

Basic censor style types seen with 3-digit censor marks.

These basic style types shown above are just that: basic and simplified. Type 1, in particular, has many
varieties with spacing and size of letters.

There are a few censor numbers that are seen with different styles. The best example is censor number 401 as
shown above. M. G. Mines probably had this one made for his use. The example on the left was used in October
1941 and the one on the right was used in November 1941. Other 400 marks are seen with different styles.
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Type 1 Type 2 Type 3 Type 4

Type 5 Type 6 Type 7 Type 8

Type 9 Type 10



The following table shows the number with the mark style or type and the APO. APOs with an asterisk have
been verified and seen by the author. All others are reported but not seen. Unreported censor numbers are not
listed in this list due to space concerns.

Censor Number / Type / Used at APO (“#n” = Note Number)
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000 1 806*
000 855
001 3 806*
003 806
005 806
005 855
006 806
006 855
007 1 806*
007 1 855*
008 1 855*
009 1 845* 
010 806
010 855
012 1 806*
012 1 855*
013 1 855*
014 1 855*
015 1 806*
016 1 806*
017 1 855*
019 855
020 1 855
021 1 806*
021 1 855*
025 1 855*
026 806
026 1 855*
028 806
028 1 855*
029 806
029 1 855*
033 9 520*
036 9 31*
038 9 31*
039 9 31*
040 9 520*
041 9 465*
041 9 494*
042 1 855*
043 9 520*
049 9 520*
052 8 520*
053 8 218*
053 8 494*
053 8 689*
053 8 881*
059 8 465*
063 8 502*
064 8 #1

074 8 520*
079 8 489*
082 8 465*
087 8 520*
087 8 567*
088 8 520*
096 8 520*
097 8 520*
099 8 31*
100 1 804*
100 1 861*
101 1 804*
101 861
102 1 804*
102 1 861
104 1 632*
109 10 675*
110 10 ?*
111 1 509*
111 1 520*
111 1 758*
111 1 763*
112 1 804*
112 1 861*
113 1 804*
113 1 861*
114 804
114 1 861*
115 861
116 1 861*
122 1 861*
123 1 845*
125 804
125 1 861*
126 1 861*
136 9 91*
148 9 464*
149 9 91*
156 8 689*
158 8 210*
170 8 772*
175 8 218*
177 8 218*
192 8 503*
194 8 689*
197 8 432*
199 8 758*
200 1 803a*
200 870
201 1 602*

202 1 602*
204 1 602*
206 1 803a*
206 1 870*
207 1 602*
207 1 803*
207 1 803a*
207 870
208 1 602*
208 1 803a*
208 870
209 1 803a*
209 1 870*
212 1 602*
214 #2 
215 8 #3
218 1 687*
218 1 868*
220 1 868*
221 1 880*
222 #4
222 1 880*
223 1 868*
225 1 880*
225 1 869*
226 1 868*
226 1 880*
229 1 880*
234 9 210*
248 9 631*
252 8 772*
254 8 15203*

255 8 183*
256 8 251*
261 8 758*
276 8 218*
278 8 91*
296 8 600*
300 1 802*
300 1 856*
301 802
301 856
302 802
302 856
303 1 802*
303 1 856*
304 1 802*
304 1 856*
306 802
306 1 856*

307 1 802*
307 1 856*
308 856
309 1 856*
311 1 256*
312 1 802*
312 856
313 1 802*
313 1 856*
314 802
314 1 856*
315 802
315 1 856*
316 1 802*
316 1 856*
317 1 802*
318 802
319 802
320 802
321 802
321 1 856*
322 1 802*
323 1 856*
325 802
325 1 856*
326 802
326 1 856*
328 1 856*
330 9 856*
362 8 247*
362 8 631*
366 8 493*
370 8 220*
371 8 493*
372 8 220*
372 8 247*
374 8 493*
382 8 26*
394 8 109*
397 8 413*
400 803
400 1 807*
401 2 #5
401 1 803*
401 1 807*
401 857
402 2 803*
402 1 857*
402 807
403 1 807*

403 1 857*
404 1 807*
404 1 857*
405 1 857*
406 1 857*
407 2 803*
407 807
407 1 857*
408 2 807*
408 1 857*
410 1 857*
412 807
412 1 857*
414 1 803*
414 1 807*
414 1 857*
415 1 868*
417 8 606*
417 8 617*
417 8 621*
417 643
417 1 857*
417 3 869*
421 807
421 1 857*
422 868
424 1 857*
425 807
428 1 868*
429 1 869*
430 8 91*
434 8 91*
436 8 91*
437 8 91*
443 8 91*
446 8 91*
457 8 758*
460 8 667*
465 8 91*
466 8 520*
468 8 91*
469 8 91*
473 8 91*
477 8 600*
478 8 91*
495 8 91*
498 9 91*
500 1 801*
500 1 801d*

→ 
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500 1 862*
500 863
501 1 801*
501 1 862*
502 801
502 862
503 1 801c*
503 865
504 1 865*
505 1 801d*
505 865
505 855
506 1 801b*
506 864
506 1 865*
507 1 801a*
507 1 863*
507 865
508 1 863*
509 801b
509 1 864*
510 1 862*
510 866
511 862
512 865
512 1 866*
513 1 864*
514 1 863*
515 1 865*
516 862
518 1 863*
519 1 863*
520 1 862*
522 865
524 1 865*
525 1 865*
526 865
529 1 862*
530 863
532 863
533 863
535 863
536 863
537 863
539 8 863*
540 862
541 862
544 862
545 863
546 863
548 8 862*
551 862
552 8 862*
553 8 862
555 8 862*
556 8 862*

557 862
558 862
559 8 862*
560 8 862*
561 8 862*
563 8 862*
564 8 862*
565 862
567 862
568 8 862*
569 8 862*
570 8 862*
571 862
572 8 862*
573 862
574 862
575 862
578 864
579 864
582 864
584 864
590 8 862*
591 862
595 862
600 1 810*
601 1 810*
601 1 860*
602 1 810*
602 1 860*
603 1 810*
604 1 810*
604 860
605 1 810*
605 1 860*
606 1 810*
606 860
607 1 208*
607 1 562*
608 1 403*
608 1 810*
608 1 860*
609 860
610 1 860*
611 1 810*
612 1 810*
612 860
613 1 860*
613 1 810*
614 810
615 1 810*
616 1 810*
617 1 810*
618 1 810*
618 1 860*
619 1 303*
619 810

620 1 810*
620 888
621 1 810*
622 1 819*
623 1 860*
624 1 810*
625 1 #1
633 1 408* 
637 5
638 810
638 1002
641 1 408*
644 1 408*
651 1 5*
652 1 5*
653 1 5*
654 5
656 1 5*
657 5
658 1 445*
658 1 5*
666 1 505*
700 1 803*
700 868
700a 5 868*
701 1 803*
701 1 803b*
701 868
702 1 803*
702 868
703 4 695*
703 1 803* 
703 868
704 1 868*
704a 5 868*
705 4 803*
705 868
706 4 803*
706 4 803b*
706 4 868*
706 4 869*
707a 5 868*
708 4 803*
708a 5 869*
709 4 803*
710 4 803*
710 868
710 4 880*
710a 5 CZ*
711 4 803*
711 857
711 868
712 803
712 4 868*
713a 5 869*
714 4 803*

714 4 811*
714 868
715 687
715 4 803*
715 803a
715 805
715 868
715 4 870*
715a 5 803*
716 3 803* 
716 3 869*
717 3 695*
717 803
717 868
717 3 869*
717a 880
718 3 695*
718 3 803*
718 869
719 3 687*
719 3 803*
719 803a
719 3 803b*
719 3 868*
719 3 869*
720 3 811*
720a 5 869*
721 3 811*
722 3 819*
723 3 819*
723a 868
724 3 #6
724a 5 695*
725 3 876*
726 4 803a*
726a 5 869*
727a 5 ?
729 4 868*
729a 5 869*
730 4 803*
730 8 757*
731 4 695*
731 4 869*
731a 5 869*
732 4 687*
732 4 803*
732 4 867*
732 868
732 4 869*
733 4 695*
733 4 803*
733 812
733 868
733 4 869*
733a 869
734 4 803*

734a 5 869*
735 803
735a 5 868*
735a 869
736 803
736 6 868*
737a 5 869*
737a 5 667*
738 6 803*
738 6 803a*
738 803b
738 868
739 6 803*
739 6 803b
739 868
739 6 869*
739a 5 869*
740 6 812*
740a 5 ?*
741 6 812*
741a 5 667
742 6 812*
743 6 812*
743a 5 869*
744 6 812*
744a 869
745 6 812*
745a 5 868*
746 6 811*
746a 5 869*
747 6 811*
747a 869
748 6 811*
748a 5 829*
749 6 811*
750 6 803*
750 6 869*
751 803
751 868
752 6 803*
752 6 868*
752 6 869*
752a 5 695*
753 6 803*
753 6 803b*
753 6 868*
753 6 869*
754a 7 869
755 6 869*
756 6 869*
757 6 857*
757 6 803a*
757 6 803b*
757 6 868*
757 6 869*

→ 



The earliest reported 3-digit racetrack censor.
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757a 7 811*
758 6 803b*
759 869
761 4 803*
761 868
762 8 #7*
762a 7 812*
763 4 695*
763 4 869*
764 4 803*
765 803
765 868
765 4 869*
766 869
767 4 869*
768 4 803*
768 4 868*
768 4 869*
768a 7 695*
768 4 803b*
769 4 803*
769 4 869*
772 803
772 1 868*
772a 7 687*
772a 869
773a 687
773a 7 695
773a 7 868*
773a 7 869*
774a 7 868*
775 803
775 868
775 1 869*
775a 7 869*
776a 7 687*
776a 5 695*
776a 869
777 1 868*
777 869
778 1 695*
778a 7 868*

778a 7 869
779 1 868*
779a 7 868*
780 1 812*
780a 7 687*
781 1 812*
781a 7 869*
782 811
782 1 869*
783 803
783 1 811*
783 1 868*
784 1 812*
784a 7 869*
785 1 869*
786 1 695*
786 1 803*
786 1 868*
786 1 869*
786a 7 616*
786a 7 869*
787a 7 868*
788 1 418*
788a 7 868*
789 1 868*
790 1 869*
790 1 803b*
791 1 803b*
791 1 869*
792 695
792 1 867*
792a 7 868*
793 1 667*
793 1 803b*
793 1 869*
794 1 695*
794a 869
795 1 868*
796a 7 695*
797a 7 695*
800 1 805*
800 867

801 1 805*
801 1 867*
802 1 867*
803 3 805 
803 867
804 1 867*
805 3 867*
806 3 805*
806 867
807 3 687*
807 3 867*
808 3 805*
808 3 867*
809 3 805*
809 3 867*
811 1 805*
811 1 867*
813 867
815 867
816 805
816 1 867*
818 1 868*
820 867
821 1 418*
823 1 695*
826 1 811*
827 1 868*
828 867
833 9 500*
841 9 500*
848 9 500*
849 9 500*
852 8 500*
854 8 706*
871 8 72*
873 8 500*
889 8 100*
890 9 100*
893 9 100*
899 9 100*
900 1 809*
900 1 858*

900 1 1020*
900 1 3300*
901 1 809*
901 1 858*
902 1 615*
902 1 809*
902 1 858*
903 1 679*
904 1 679*
905 1 859*
906 1 859*
907 1 859*
908 1 859*
909 1 809a*
909 1 859*
910 1 679*
910 1 858*
911 1 679*
912 1 679*
914 691
915 691
916 1 691
917 1 692*
918 1 692*
920 677
920 1 692*
921 1 677
922 677
923 1 677*
925 693
926 1 693*
927 693
928 693
929 1 693*
930 9 858*
931 9 858*
932 9 858*
933 9 858*
934 9 858*
935 9 858*
936 9 858*
937 9 858*

938 9 858*
939 9 858*
940 9 858*
940 9 859*
941 9 859*
942 9 858*
943 9 859*
944 9 858*
945 9 859*
946 9 859*
948 9 859*
949 9 615*
951 9 615*
955 9 913*
956 9 43*
957 9 43*
958 9 709*
960 9 43*
964 9 708*
965 9 709*
972 9 677*
973 677
974 677
975 677
977 677
978 9 677*
979 864
980 8 440*
981 677
982 8 677*
983 692
983 4880
985 677
991 9 693*
992 737
994 737
995 737
996 9 737*
997 737
999 737



Table Notes

Members who can add to the above information are asked to report details to ryukyuapo@aol.com

____________________________________

36 Corps Engineer Regiment Blasting Coral Reefs in the Gilbert & Ellice Islands

By Marc Parren

IT was a pleasant and interesting surprise to be told by Lieut-Colonel A. E. Younger, the Commanding
Officer  of  36  Corps  Engineer  Regiment,  that  I  was  to  be  given  the  opportunity  of  volunteering  to
command a small party required to blast channels through coral reefs in the Gilbert and Ellice  Islands
during 1962. 

So begins the very detailed account of Capt. T.P. Hardy, RE, that appears in The Royal Engineer’s Journal of
September, 1963.1

Recently  I  acquired  a  parcel  wrapper
franked  £1-12-3  and  posted  on  17  June
1962  at  Betio,  on  the  Tarawa  atoll  by
Captain  Terry  Hardy.  His  small  party,
totalling  eight  men  drawn  from  various
units, was in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands
for about nine months in 1962. Their task
of blasting channels through the coral reefs
surrounding  the  principal  islands  was
designed to  allow canoes  to  pass  over  to
waiting ships at all times instead of only at
high  ride.  Betio Post  Office opened on 5
April 1957 and closed in 1964.

Parcel wrapper posted on 17 June 1962 at
Betio with undated London Parcel Section
handstamp. Ex-collection Alistair Kennedy.

The  above-mentioned  article  has  many
photos,  at  least  some  of  which I  suspect
were carried in this parcel.

1 Vol LXXVII, No. 3, pp. 262-276.  Viewable at https://www.nzsappers.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/1963-September.pdf
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#1 Temporary APOs NY

#2 POW mail from Camp Douglas, UT and Camp Scotts Bluff, 
NE 

#3 APOs 374, 520, 525, 531, 533, 535, 717, 776

#4 POW mail from Fort Sheridan, IL

#5 803* on early Trinidad cover,sender on way to Br Guiana

#6 Venezuela?

#7 France



“Captured” Egyptian Military Mail During the Six Day War

By Larry Nelson

Background
During May of 1967 Egypt moved troops into, and ordered UN Emergency Forces out of, the Sinai. Egypt also
closed the Straits of Tiran to Israeli ships. On May 30, Jordan and Egypt signed a defense pact that gave Egypt
control of the Jordanian Legion.  At this point Israel decided to go on the offensive, and they started the Six Day
War on June 5.  By June 10 it was over, with Israel in control of the Sinai, the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and the
Golan Heights. Egypt suffered a massive military defeat, with much of it army and air force destroyed. 

This article takes a look at two civilian covers sent in late May, 1967 to soldiers on the Sinai front that were
never delivered. These unopened covers were probably “captured” by Israeli soldiers, as there are no signs of
Israeli censorship or other Israeli markings.  Daryl Kibble in his book shows an example of one of the less than
30 known examples of such covers.1  

The Covers
The two covers below are from my collection.  Both were still sealed when I received them.

The first  cover (which I opened to extract the
letter),  was  posted  from Cairo  on  May 28 by
what  appears  to  be  a  relative  to  Private  Faiz
Saiya Faris with unit 3210-12. In the upper left
corner is written“War Mail.” On the back May
31 1967 can be made out from the cancel at the
upper right. In the upper right corner of the front

of the cover is a faint June 1, 1967 cancel that reads “Military Mail/Travel/Cairo.” This cancel was applied prior
to sending mail to military units in the Sinai, and it occurs on all such mail.
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Translation of letter in first cover.



On the face of the second cover “War Mail” is
written in each corner and the address reads “to
Unit  Number 8743-12, deliver to the hand of
Ata  Abdel-Khalid  Atiyyah,  sender  Ahmed
Mohamed  Abdullah.”  It  is just  possible (by
more  photo  adjustment  than  shown  here)  to
make out 27.5.67 in the rectangular marking.

On the back it was cancelled in Ikwa, Egypt on
May 27 and in Cairo on May 28.   It was then
sent  to  the  Egyptian  military  postal  system
where it was received on May 29.There is  an
unidentifiable 31 May cancel in the lower left.
On June 1 it was sent out to the Sinai front with
the  “Military  Mail  /  Travel  /  Cairo”  cancel.
Additionally  there  are  written  detailed
instructions on forwarding the letter if it is not
delivered within four days, and a thank you to
the letter carrier.

Kibble (at p. 282) shows a cover franked with a
10m  stamp.   Can  anyone  explain  the
differences  in  rates  between  that  and the  7m
and the stampless covers shown here?

Conclusion
Kibble  notes  that  all  such  covers  were
dispatched on June 1, 1967 from the Egyptian
military postal system to soldiers in the Sinai.
We will never know for sure, but it is possible
that these unopened covers were “captured” by
an Israeli soldier and kept for souvenirs before
they  found their way into the philatelic market.

I would like to especially thank the American
Philatelic  Society  Translation  Service  for
translating these documents.

I  would appreciate  hearing from anyone with
information they can provide about the subject
of  this  article.   In  particular,  can  anyone
provide details on  Units 3210-12 and 8743-12?

Please contact me at censorship@comcast.net .
_________________

1 The Arab-Israeli Conflict: No Service, Returned and Captured Mail, Vivid Publishing, Freemantle, Australia, 2014; p. 281
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Stamps Required

By Richard D Martorelli

Copyright reserved by author February 22, 2020

The US participation in WWI represented the largest number of US troops in service in the history of the
country to that point in time. The total of 4.7 million servicemen and women eclipsed the next largest total of 3
million troops (combined Union and Confederate) during the US Civil War. The 2.8 million troops that served
overseas during the years 1917-1919 was 10 times the total number of servicemen in the Spanish-American War
of 1898, and the largest US military deployment in history to that  time.  

The literacy rate (share of the population older than 14 years that is able to read and write) in the US was 92%
in 1910 (current value as of 2010 was 99%). A large proportion of those sent overseas could and did write letters
home. US “doughboy” mail can be found from the earliest UK and France arrivals in July 1917 up to the last
departures from Germany in 1923. In 1918 the Stars and Stripes military newspaper sponsored two letter-
writing campaigns, one for Mother’s Day and one for fathers at Christmas. Both campaigns resulted in mail to
the US that was equivalent to 90% + of all overseas soldiers writing a letter.

In looking at mail sent from US forces  in the 1917 to 1923 period, not all of the mail was sent as “free mail” or
without postage. The purpose of this article is to identify the major times when postage was required.

“Over Here”

Figure 1. World War I marked the first large-scale use of
hospital ships. No American hospital ships were present
in Europe until  the war was over. At that time the US
Navy  deployed  its  three  hospital  ships  across  the
Atlantic  to  bring  wounded soldiers  home.  During  the
war,  the  USS  Solace  (AH-2)  was  a  typical  floating
ambulance of the period; between April 1917 and April
1918, it made 40 trips to Naval Hospital Norfolk, three
to  Naval  Hospital  Washington,  and  two  to  Naval
Hospital  Newport,  transporting  more  than  3,600
patients to these stateside hospitals.  Locy Type 3(AC)
postmark on the last day of the two cent 1st class
rate.

The  first  permanent  naval  air  station  in  the  US  was
established at Pensacola, Florida, in January 1914, and
was  the  only  naval  air  station  operational  upon  the
United States' entry into World War I. Originally named
Naval Aeronautic Station, it was redesignated as Naval
Air  Station  in  December  1917.  The  US Navy  was  an
early adopter of airplanes, working with aviator Glenn
Curtiss  in  1910  for  demonstrations  showing  that
airplanes could take off from and land aboard ships at
sea.  Universal  Stamping  Machine  Company
(“Universal”) postmarks first appeared in 1909. About
1920, Universal was taken over by the Pitney-Bowes. 
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Figure 1
From USS Solace 

and the Pensacola Naval Aeronautic Station.



Different from the 1941-1947 time period, domestic
1st class letters or postcards mailed by WWI active
duty  personnel  assigned  to  a  continental  United
States (CONUS) duty station or home port required
prepaid postage at the current rate. In April 1917, at
the  time  of  the  declaration  of   war  on  Germany,
domestic US rates were $0.02/ounce for letters and
$0.01 for postcards. On November 3, 1917, the US.
raised  many postal  rates  to  help  finance the  War.
The rates  for  first-class  letters  increased  to  $0.03
and postcards to $0.02. These rates were decreased
back to their original values on July 1, 1919. 

Figure  2.  Envelope   and  a  postcard   from  military
personnel  in the United States after the war-time rate
increase  of  November  1917.  Aerial  reconnaissance
using  heavier-than-air  machines  was  an  entirely  new
science that  had to  be improvised step-by-step during
the war. George Eastman pushed the US government to
have  Eastman  Kodak  Co.  be  the  place  for  an  aerial
photography school during World War I. In March 1918,
the  school  opened  to  teach  ground  personnel  to  do
aerial photo processing as well as camera repair.

A unit  of  the  Illinois  National  Guard was mustered into Federal  service  in  June 1916 stationed at  San Antonio in
February 1917 at Fort Sheridan for action along the Mexican border. The unit was drafted into Federal service August
1917 as the 129th Infantry. They trained at Camp Logan, Houston Texas, went overseas in May 1918 and participated in
the Meuse-Argonne, Somme, and Saint-Mihiel Offensives.

An exception to the requirement for postage applied
to  mail  sent  by  soldiers  within  the  US was  made
when they boarded ships at ports of embarkation for
Europe.  New  York  was  the  location  of  the  main
terminals  for  soldiers  both  leaving  and  returning
from Europe, with ships departing from New York,
Brooklyn and Hoboken, NJ.

Figure 3.  Generally, there are two types of this mail. The
first  is  postcards  distributed  by  service  organizations
(Red Cross, YMCA, etc). These usually were marked “No
Postage Necessary”,  and had a preprinted message to
the  effect  that  the  sender’s  ship  had  arrived  safely  in
Europe. The second type is a government postal card, a
picture postcard or a letter with postage applied by the
individual  soldier.  As they had to pay postage on mail
sent  from training  camps  or  other  US locations,  some
soldiers assumed that  they would have to pay for mail
from  their  last  US  location,  and  came  unecessarily
prepared.
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Figure 2
School of Aerial Photography. 

129th Infantry.

Figure 3.



The “safe arrival” postcards and sealed letters were originally canceled with a rubber stamp hand cancel. Theses
markings included those with straight line text with cancel bars (MPHS Censorship Type 2.2) and those with the
names of either Captain AC Townsend or Captain EW Hamlen, the mail censors (Types #2.3a, 2.3b and 2.3c).
Later on, Captain Townsend  created the “Hoboken  Eagle” (machine wavy line cancel with spread eagle and
wavy box with "Military Post Office Soldier's Mail" in three lines). The postcards and letters were organized for
dispatch and stored . When the news was received that the ship safely reached its destination, the items were
mailed. The use of a no-date cancel, and usually the omission of a specific ship identification, allowed for the
sailing to take place in relative secrecy.

The lack of a dated postmark on this mail  may have confused both the recipients and the US Post Office
Department.   As an explanation, an auxiliary handstamp (MPHS Censorship Type 2.3f, 2.3g and 2.3f) was
applied providing the reason for the delay of the mail, as shown on the top cover in Figure 3.

The only time that the USPOD might have been confused was at the beginning of November 1917. As noted
above, on November 3, 1917, US domestic postage rates increased. 

Figure 4 top. Envelope franked with two cents postage
and several markings. The  purple “MAIL CENSOR/US.
ARMY  BASE”  (MPHS  Censorship  Type  2.2b)
handstamp was applied at the port of embarkation after
the soldier  turned in  his  1st letter  before  sailing,  and
cancelled the $0.02 postage stamp. By the time his ship
had  arrived  in  Europe  the  first  class  letter  rate  was
three  cents,  To  forestall  this  being  assessed  as  short
paid, and postage due collected the auxiliary marking
(MPHS  Censorship  Type  2.3e)  was  applied,  reading
“”HELD  BY  U.S  .MAIL  CENSOR/NO  EXTRA
POSTAGE DUE”. 

Figure  4  bottom.   The  USS  Yale was  a  coastal
passenger ship acquired by the US Navy in March 1918.
She originally was used as a coastal  troop transport,
and steamed across the Atlantic in July 1918 to begin
carrying troops and other passengers between southern
England  and  English  Channel  ports  in  France.
Returning  to  the  US  in  May  1919,  she  conducted
passenger operations along the Eastern Seaboard until
decommissioned  in  September  1919..  Card   canceled
with the “Hoboken  Eagle.”

A mirror-image of “safe arrival” postcards, “returned to-day” postcards  were used by troops returning from
Europe at the end of the war.  These  were distributed by, among others, the YMCA and the Jewish Welfare
Board. The YMCA postcard in Figure 4 shows the Statue of Liberty facing the harbor with an arriving ship.

Over There

US military medical personnel arrived in Europe in May 1917 and the first American combat troops arrived in
June 1917,  with  the  first  Army Post  Office  in  France  opening on July  10.   Initially  operated  by  civilian
employees of the USPOD Railway Mail Service (RMS), the US Army Postal Service distributed the mail to US
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Figure 4.
Postage rate increased while sender was in transit.

Returned to-day postcard.



troops from the US throughout France and other locations, as well as the mail from soldiers sending letters or
packages home. It wasn’t until 1918 that the first all-military mail service in American history, known as the
Military Postal Express Service (MPES), was put into operation.  (See MPHS Bulletin, Vol. 57, Nos. 1-2, p. 27.)

The US Postmaster General authorized the US Mail Agency in France on June 13, 1917, and authorized current
US domestic letter rates to be used between AEF personnel in Europe and the United States. In this time period,
the War Department issued directions that correspondence properly stamped with the censor's stamp, marked
'Soldiers Letter' and countersigned by an officer, would be forwarded through the base to any part of the United
States without prepayment of postage, and only the single rate of postage would be collected on delivery.

It  was  not  until  October  3,  1917  that  Congress  authorized,  effective  October  4,  free  mail  privileges  for
“Soldiers, sailors and marines assigned to duties in foreign countries….” This legislation was implemented in
Europe by General Order for the AEF on October 20, 1917. By this time, approximately 90,000 AEF personnel
were serving in the European theater, and sending mail home. 

The covers in Figure 6 both exhibit station numbers
from the initial “Low Series” of APOs ranging from
1 to 18.  By mid-September, the US  Army  realized
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Figure 5.  Two examples of un-penalized stampless mail.
As seen on other covers illustrated, the average transit
time from AEF postmark to delivery in the United States
appears to have been between two and three weeks. This
would  suggest  that  the  top  cover,  postmarked in  New
York on July 25 was mailed from France in the first half
of July 1917.

Figure 6. Both covers show posting with proper franking in
October  1917.  2  cent  PSE  sent  by  a  soldier  in  the  16 th

Infantry Regiment. After commanding them in the Mexican
Border War in 1917, General Pershing personally chose it to
be  one  of  four  infantry  regiments  assigned to  the  new 1st
Division.  Sailing from Hoboken,  New Jersey,  this  regiment
landed at St. Nazaire, France, near the end of June 1917. It
trained with the French 47th Division throughout the summer
and  fall,  and  on  November  3,  1917,  while  occupying  a
section  of  trenches  near  Bathlémont,  became the  first  US.
regiment  to  fight  and  suffer  casualties  in  the  trenches.
Postmarked October 1,  1917 with a handstamp Type 1001
from APO No. 9, established September 29, 1917. 

Cover postmarked with steel die with barrel handstamp Type
2001.1, APO No. 2. Mailed October 22, 1917, two days after
the issuance of the General Order implementing the free-mail
privilege.



that their new APOs in this number range were being confused with both the French (Tresor & Postes) and the
British (Army PO and Field PO) military post offices. A decision was made to use 700-series numbers for US
APOs, and this was implemented in late 1917-early 1918.

Officially, from June 13 through October 4, 1917 (but practically from mid-May to the end of October), AEF
personnel were required to use postage stamps on their 1st class letter and postcard mail to the United States.
However, Under the terms of Sec. 406, 1, 2 of the Postal Laws and Regulations dated May 4, 1914, soldiers in
the US had been allowed to send their mail unstamped, postage due without penalty, as long as it was endorsed
“Soldier’s Mail” and countersigned by an officer. (This last requirement was dropped in August 1917 for mail
sent through the US Army Postal Service). In practice, many of the early arrivals of the AEF continued to send
their mail in this manner.

On July 18, 1917, it was announced that the French
Government  had  agreed  that  the  French  postal
service  would  allow  AEF  personnel  free  mail
privileges  for  letters  and  postcards  to  the  United
States as long as such mail was marked ”Soldiers
Letters” or “F. M” (Franchise Militare). In the US
the  equivalence  of  FM  and  Soldier’s  Mail  was
recognized  and  such  items  were  handled  in
accordance  with  existing  regulations  for  military
mail,  being  subjected  to  postage  due  without
penalty.

Figure  7.  Top.,  Postmarked  Paris,  was  most  likely
mailed  around  July  20.  The  sender  of  this  postcard,
Robert  Whitney,  was  a  member  of   Section  Sanitaire
Unit 68 (SSU 68) of the American Field Service. This
was  a  volunteer  organization  that  along  with  the
American Red Cross, and the Norton-Harjes ambulance
service, had 76 ambulance sections (each made up of 20
ambulances,  a  mobile  kitchen  and  a  truck)   already
overseas  transporting  wounded  for  the  French  and
Italian  armies  when  the  US  entered  the  war.  Their
function was solely that  of  transportation and did not
include rendition of first-aid, establishment of dressing
stations, or bearer work.  SSU 68 during the summer of
1917  served  on  the  front  lines  in  France,  where  it
frequently came under fire. In September 1917, some of
its members transferred to the new US Army Ambulance Service, some to the American Red Cross (ARC) as ambulance
drivers., and other into the US Army. Mr. Whitney, after serving with the AFS from June to September 1917, transferred to
the US Army Aviation Service. 

Figure 7.  Bottom. Postmarked Issoudun, message side dated August 21, with New York assessment of postage due and
postmark of September 8, 1917. Issoudun Aerodrome, in the vicinity of Issoudun, Centre, was a complex of military
airfields that was the largest air base in the world at the time. It had thirteen designated fields, numbered 1 through 12
and 14, but only eleven were put into operation before the war ended.  They were used during World War I as part of the
Third Air Instructional Center, AEF for training US airmen prior to them being sent into combat. By July 1917 the first
Aero Construction Squadrons began to arrive in France and by early fall construction at the field was in full-swing. As
with the prior item, this postcard was processed by the French postal system at no cost, but the “FM”/”Soldier’s Mail”
endorsements did not yet qualify it for free mail treatment in the US, only postage due without surcharge for deficiency.
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Figure 8.  Top.  Postmarked Paris October  9,  1917.
and franked with a 25 centime Sower stamp that paid
the UPS surface letter rate.  As the French postage
fully paid for its carriage, there wass no need for the
US POD to treat it any differently from regular mail
from France. Whether the use of the French civilian
system was done for this purpose  or not, this letter
had no military censorship. 

Figure  8.  Bottom.  Franchise  mark,  MPHS#302
(single ring with “   US. Soldiers Mail  N A”).★ ★
“The  Postal  History  of  the  AEF  1917-1923,  2nd

Edition,”  indicates  that  this  mark,  and  other
variations  of  stamped  “Soldiers  Letter”  markings
were used to indicate that the letter was permitted the
free  franking  privilege  authorized  by  Congress  on
October  3,  1917.   That  makes  no  sense  for  this
marking, used six weeks before free postage became
available.

Postage  was  also  required  on  letters  mailed  from
AEF personnel in England  to the US at least in the
period  through  October  20,  1917,  before  the
creation of the free frank privilege.  During WWI,
there were no US Army Post Offices in England, so
all mail from AEF personnel was processed through
civilian  post  offices.  From  reference  books  and
individual  conversation  with  others  (led  by  Al
Kugel  and  Dick  Kaiser).  it  appears  that  the  free
frank was allowed in England, and recognized by
the  USPOD.  This  applied  to  mail  to  the  United
States from AEF personnel who were assigned to
training with the BEF or stationed at British military
facilities  in  the  UK,  including  soldiers  who were
temporary  residents  of  hospitals,  convalescent
facilities or rest  camps. Letters or postcard to the
US sent by AEF members while on personal leave
in the UK, or mail sent to UK addresses did require
British postage at the correct and appropriate rates.

Figure 9. Top. Mail from a recently arrived soldier of the
18th Engineer Regiment. The cover is  uncensored,  and
was assessed 2 cents postage due, the current domestic
letter  rate  without  penalty.  Recruiting  for  the  18th
Engineers opened on May 12th, 1917 in San Francisco,
and in late August 20, 1917, the Regiment  docked in

Liverpool and went to Camp Bordon, a British Army training center. By August 30, they were in France.

Figure 9. Bottom. From soldier in 476th Aero Squadron  (Construction), which had been organized at Kelly Filed, Texas,
and arrived in England in January 1918. They were assigned to construction projects at the RAF Airfield at Lopcombe
Corner, staying in England until their return to the US in December 1918. Middle Wallop is 8 miles from the airfield.

Military Postal History Society Bulletin  Vol. 58, No. 3, July 2020     21

Figure 8

Figure 9



The free franking privilege. only applied to  letters and postcards of AEF personnel sent to the United States.
Mail sent to any other country still required the appropriate international postage. Mail that was submitted for
any type of special service required prepayment of the fees for that service. Te two services most often used for
1st class letters were registration and special delivery.  The series 1916-17 10¢ (Scott#472) stamp was often used
to pay either the domestic registered mail or the special delivery fee.

To be continued in the October MPHS Bulletin featuring:
Printed matter and parcel post
Civilians working with the AEF
Interventions in Russia and the Caribbean
Merchant marine
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Figure 10. 

Top. Postmarked in March 1919 from APO 771 (cancel
type  A4101),  from  a  member  of  the  79th Division  to
Canada.  The 79th was then located at Souilly,  about  12
miles south of Verdun. It would return to the United States
by mid-June. 

Bottom. Mailed in December 1918 from APO 930 (cancel
type A4201) in Treves, Germany. Both covers are franked
with  5  cents  postage  for  the  then-current  UPU
international surface letter rate. 

Figure 11

Top. Mailed November 24, 1918 from a member of the 89th

Division  as  they  were  waiting  to  march  through
Luxemburg into Germany. Franked 10 cents postage for
registration up to $50 value, and no postage for a 1st class
letter due to the free franking privilege. Backstamped with
an origin cancel type A9102. APO #961 “Nov 24 1918.”

Bottom.  From  APO  778  at  Le  Courneau,  Gironde,
southwest of Bordeaux. Among other activities, this area
had  an  artillery  training  center  and  a  base  hospital.
Backstamped Washington, DC, January 21, 1919.



KFOR: Two Decades of NATO Operations in Kosovo

By Marc Parren

[Editor’s note:  An earlier version of this aeticle appeared in the Forces Postal History Society Journal.  Due to
the length of this article, I have split it into two parts, with apologies to both the author and to our readers. The
second part will appear in the October MPHS Bulletin. Since our members are mostly  in the US, I have moved that
section forward.  The others will follow in alphabetical order.]

Background

In December 2018 we learned that Kosovo wanted to raise its own army. It should be remembered that Kosovo
became a semi-autonomous state after the Kosovo War of 1998 and 1999, which resulted in the withdrawal of
the Yugoslav Army and the establishment of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo. On
17 February 2008, Kosovo unilaterally declared its independence from Serbia. It has since gained diplomatic
recognition as a sovereign state by 113 UN member states, but not by Serbia and its main ally Russia among
others. This new move made me to look into what we know of the military postal history of the countries
participating in defending this new state.

In mid-1999 Kosovo was facing a grave humanitarian crisis, with military forces from the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia and the Kosovo Liberation Army in daily engagement. Nearly one million people had fled Kosovo
as  refugees.  The  Kosovo  Force  (KFOR)  is  a  NATO-led  international  peacekeeping  force  responsible  for
establishing and maintaining peace and security in Kosovo. This includes maintaining general law and order,
and ensuring that agreements that were reached between factions at the end of the Kosovo War are adhered to.
The force also supports the UN transitional administration (UNMIK).  KFOR is operated under Chapter VII of
the UN Charter and as such is a peace enforcement operation, which is more generally referred to as a peace
support operation.

KFOR derives its mandate from UN Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1244 of 10 June 1999 and the
military-technical agreement between NATO and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Serbia. KFOR forces
entered Kosovo on 11 June 1999, a day after the adoption of UN Security Council Resolution 1244. At its
height, KFOR troops numbered 50,000 and came from 39 different NATO and non-NATO nations. In 2008 a
total of 14,000 military from 34 countries; and in February 2018 just 4,000 military from 28 countries were
participating in KFOR. Countries with more than 100 troops present in Kosovo during 2018 were Austria,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Slovenia, Switzerland, Turkey and the USA. 

Until 2010, KFOR was organized in several Multi-National Task Forces (MNTF), each of whch was responsible
for the security in its respective part of Kosovo. Each was led by a lead nation and represented as follows :

 KFOR Headquarters in Prishtinë/Priština

 Multinational Specialized Unit in Prishtinë/Priština led by a Regiment of the Italian Carabinieri a police 
unit aimed to combat crime

 MNTF Center based in Lipljan/Lipjan led by Sweden, Finland or the Czech Republic

 MNTF North based in Novo Selo/Novo Sellë led by Switzerland

 MNTF South based in Prizren/Prizrenj led by Germany

 MNTF West based in Pec/Peja led by Italy
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 MNTF East based in Urosevac/Ferizaj led by the USA at Camp Bondsteel

 Reserve battalion in Prishtinë/Priština led by Portugal

Since  2011 KFOR has  been organized into  two Multinational  Battle  Groups based in  Pec/Peja  and Camp
Bondsteel in Urosevac/Ferizaj.

The positive development of the security situation in Kosovo has led to changes in KFOR structures and a step-
by-step reduction in the number of security elements. While in the beginning its mission focused on emergency
aid and reconstruction after the war, its current attention is on monitoring the development of the country.

Postal History

For the postal history of the lead up to the creation of KFOR I like to refer to John Daynes (1999) who describes
and illustrates the NATO Operation Determined Guarantor that assisted in the withdrawal of the 1,500 strong
observers of the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Kosovo Verification Mission in
1998.  Next  from, 24 March -  20 June 1999, we can see the airstrike mission that  bombed Serbia,  named
Operation Deliberate Forge. This NATO air operation, in support of SFOR operations in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
was an answer of what happened in Kosovo at the time. The official NATO operation code name was Operation
Allied Force which predominantly used a large-scale air campaign to destroy Yugoslav military infrastructure
from high altitudes. Countries that participated with their air force squadrons based in Italy at the time were
Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain and Turkey. Only the UK
and USA operated not only from Italy, but also with squadrons based in France, Germany, Spain (USA), UK
and the USA.

The most detailed description of the FPOs in use by the different foreign contingents in Kosovo is the book
published by Martin Bohnstedt (2002). It describes the situation as he encountered it while working for the
OSCE until 2002. Many of the FPOs had no official permit to operate in Kosovo, though these could have been
obtained easily from the UNMIK Department of Post and Telecommunications. Use of the FPOs was normally
limited to KFOR personnel and, most of the time, to civilians working for UNMIK . However, some FPOs only
allowed military from their own country i.e. Finland, Greece and Norway, or those based in the same sector to
make use of them, or only civilians with the same nationality. 

As for  the  names  of  places  I  follow the  approach taken by Martin  Bohnstedt  (2002)  to  provide  both the
Albanian  and  Serb  names  following  the  official  UNMIK  listing  (cf.  UNMIK  Regulation  Nr.  2000/43  of
27.7.2000).

United States of America. The US-
military  found  itself  in  a  support-
nation role. Approximately 7,000 US
troops were part of the initial force.
These included 1,900 Marines of the
26th  Marine  Expeditionary  Unit,
1,700 Army troops from Task Force
Hawk and  200  US  soldiers  from
Germany who set up a Headquarters
for US forces. The US forces within
MNTF East, at that time referred to
as  Task  Force  Falcon,  were  built
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around  the  1st  Infantry  Division's  Assault  Command  Post  and  2nd  Brigade.  They  were  based  at  Camp
Bondsteel, the main military base run by the US and located at Urosevac/Ferizaj, in the eastern side of the
country. This base is also the host for the KFOR headquarters. The place is named in the memory of James L.
Bondsteel, an American sergeant who was awarded with the Medal of Honor for actions on May 24, 1969, in
An Loc Province, Viet Nam. The base was constructed by the 94th Engineer Construction Battalion and the 568
Combat Support Engineer Company.

The US military post exchange located on site is currently the largest in the eastern part of Europe. Camp
Bondsteel uses as a military address APO AE 09340. AE stands for Armed Forces Europe. In the beginning a
good number of APO numbers starting with 093 were active such as 09307 at Mont de Marsan, France; 09309
in Budapest, Hungary; and 09310 at Trapani, Italy – all support locations for the movement of troops into
Kosovo.  By September 1999 they had closed down again. At the end of 1999 APO 09308, in use by US Air
Force units, closed as well since military action in Kosovo had greatly diminished.

Argentina was  the  only  South
American  country  that  contributed
troops  to  the  NATO-led  KFOR
mission.  From September 1999 one
Engineer  Compound  was  deployed
in  the  vicinity  of  Pejë/ Peć,  at  the
entrance  of  the  valley  of  Rugova
under  Italian  command.  In  addition
Argentina sent its Air Force Mobile
Field  Hospital  between  2000  and
2003,  based  at  Gjakovë/ Đakovica.
The  unit  had  a  64-member  staff
consisting of military personnel and
civilians.  The  field  hospital  was

made of up to 14 containers which when assembled occupied some 360 m2. Among the services provided by the
hospital were surgeries, dentist, pharmacy, etc. and it had its own laboratory, water purification plant and power
generator. Mail to and from Argentina was normally sent through the Italian FPO and took up to 40 days for
delivery. Argentine participation came to an end in April 2007. 

Austria. From 23 August 1999 non-NATO Austria
participated,  under  the  name  AUCON/KFOR.  It
contributed an infantry contingent of a maximum of
500  soldiers  equipped  with  Pandur  armoured
personnel  carriers  which  were  based  in  Camp
Casablanca in Suharekë/Suva Reka. 

The  Austrian  contingent  used  its  own  FPO  and
postal  code 1503 that opened on 1 October 1999.
The FPO moved in the course of 2010 from Camp
Casablanca in Suharekë/Suva Reka to Camp Film
City in Prishtinë/Priština. Two FPO postmarks with
AUCON KFOR 1503, with the code letters “a“ or
“b“ were in use. The  FPO  postmark  1503 “a“, was
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Cancelled 13 February 2000 731 Feldpost code letter “m“ based at the
Prizren/Prizrenj airfield to Germany. Collection Konrad Meyer.



 replaced because of damage; first day of use 22 December 2007. The noted differences
as compared to the old FPO postmark are that the distance between the text at the top and
the date line is larger while the code “a“ was closer to the text at the top; and the code
letter “a“ in the new postmark is a bit smaller. From the end of November 2011 the text in
the postmark was altered from 1503 AUCON KFOR into 1503 AUTCON KFOR.

Azerbaijan.  From  1  September  1999  non-NATO
Azerbaijan participated with a unit composed of 34
servicemen  (32  soldiers,  a  warrant  officer,  an
officer) and the contingent started to operate within
the Turkish-led 4th Mechanized Infantry Company
in  Dragash/Dragaš.  Together  with  their  Turkish
comrades the Azerbaijan soldiers patrolled the area
of  Dragash/Dragaš,  some  20  km  south  of
Prizren/Prizrenj,  in  addition  to  the  boundary  to
Albania,  where  their  task  was  to  prevent  people
from  crossing  illegally  into  Kosovo.  The
Azerbaijani  participation  came  to  an  end  on  4
March  2008.  Overall,  362  personnel  from
Azerbaijan (345 soldiers, 7 warrant officers, 10 officers) served in the mission in Kosovo. 

Belgium. Some 1,250 Belgian troops were based close to Mitrovicë/Mitrovica from June 1999, and were active
at the bridges over the Ibar river that separates the Albanians from the Serbs.  The Belgian contingent consisted
of a battle group (875 personnel), supplemented in 2000 by a Luxemburg reconnaissance platoon to form the
“Belgium-Luxembourg Kosovo Battalion” (BELUKOSBAT) made up of four platoons (three Belgian and one
Luxemburg). In addition, a National Support Element (225 personnel), a Medical Detachment (50 personnel)
and a  Helicopter  Detachment  (100 personnel)  formed part  of  the  mission.  The detachment  was under  the
command of the French battalion in this sector of Kosovo. 

In  the  first  months  and  years,  the  Belgian  battle
group  laid  emphasis  on  establishing  and
maintaining  a  secure  environment.  It  fielded  a
strong  mechanised  force  to  counter  the  external
threat  from Serbia  via  the  northern  approach  and
mainly operated in the open field, deploying patrols,
manning mobile checkpoints and conducting border
monitoring duties. 

Logistic  ground  support  was  provided  by  the
National Support Element. From June 1999 till June
2000  BELHELI  supported  KFOR  with  four  plus
one spare Agusta A109BA helicopters in Medevac,
gunship  or  liaison  configuration,  operating  from
Farke  in  Albania,  Petrovec  in  Macedonia  and
Prishtinë/Priština  in  Kosovo.  Belgium  diminished
its troops by two thirds from August 2003 onwards.
They finally left Kosovo on 31 March 2010.
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        Cover sent by a military member of BELUKOS-3 between
March-July 2000

Return address on back



Covers addressed to or from Kosovo can be distinguished between civilian and military senders or receivers. All
civilian mail was to be franked with Belgian postage stamps while the ones sent from or to military camp
addresses remained unfranked. 

Belgium used special green labels measuring 6x10 cm that had to be affixed to the cover to be dispatched and
filled out.  These labels were obtainable in military camps, from the General Staff  in Brussels  or from the
military serving in Kosovo. In addition, a black circle of the size of a Euro coin had to be drawn at the upper left
corner and the word KFOR written at the lower left corner measuring 2x3 cm. 

In Belgium franked covers were to be posted at any post office and were delivered to P.O. Box 100 in Brussels,
the distribution center of the General Staff. Next the mail destined for Kosovo was brought to Melsbroek Air
Base located northeast of Brussels and transported by military aircraft to the Belgian logical base at Petrovec,
the airport close to Skopje, Macedonia, before being taken to the units in the north of Kosovo. This delivery
procedure took between 6 to 8 days while the unfranked mail that was handled entirely within the military
organization and transport took between 8 to 10 days. Mail posted by the troops in Kosovo was handled the
same way apart from unfranked covers destined to civilian addresses inside Belgium up to 20 gr, which received
a handstamp reading ‘UN/IFOR’.

Canada.  Approximately  800  Canadian  troops
arrived in Macedonia in May of 1999, joining UK’s
4th Armoured  Brigade  under  the  Canadian
designation  Operation  KINETIC,  and they  would
enter Kosovo the following month. It consisted of
an  armoured  reconnaissance  squadron,  a  tactical
helicopter squadron, a field engineer squadron, an
infantry  battle  group,  a  National  Command
Element  (NCE),  and a  National  Support  Element
(NSE). Soon after KFOR’s initial deployment into
Kosovo the Canadian government announced that
an  additional  500  troops  would  be  added  to  the
Canadian  contingent.  Soldiers  from  the  1st
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Battalion,  Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry,  and tanks from the Strathconas were formed into an
infantry battle group with armoured support. The battalion began its deployment in early July 1999 and soon
replaced overburdened British infantry units. The new arrivals raised the total strength of Operation KINETIC
to approximately 1,400 personnel. Operation KINETIC came to an end on 21 June 2000. In parallel, Operation
QUADRANT was Canada's overall participation in KFOR that began in June 1999 and ended in September
2002, when the last Canadian Forces officer serving with the UN Mission Interim Administration in Kosovo
returned to Canada. In 2008 Canada returned to Kosovo with a handful of staff providing logistical support to
KFOR based in Prishtinë/Priština. This mission is named Operation KOBOLD. 

Czech Republic.  The Armed Forces of the Czech Republic (ACR) participated in this operation from July
1999, originally with a reconnaissance company of 124 military followed by a mechanized unit enlarging it to
174 personnel by the end of the year. Between the year 2002 until July 2005, the Czech forces formed together
with Slovak forces a joint Czech-Slovak KFOR battalion that contributed to the Multinational Brigade Centre.
On average, there were 500 Czech soldiers and 100 Slovak soldiers serving at the joint unit during that time.

Further involvement of Czech forces was based on Czech government Resolution No. 1179 on 22 October 2007
approving Czech military deployments. The 440 personnel of the Contingent assumed the area of responsibility
in Kosovo on 20 July 2007. The core of the 11th Czech contingent was formed by the 41st Mechanised Battalion,
which is a unit of the 4th Rapid Deployment Brigade based at
Zatec, Czech Republic.  It served in Kosovo for six months
until January 2008.

Denmark contributed  a  battalion  of  approximately  875
soldiers  to  KFOR in  1999  while  simultaneously  having  a
battalion deployed in SFOR in  Bosnia.  Denmark struggled
with  the  reaction-time  requirement  so  it  took  them  eight
weeks to deploy its forces in Kosovo. The 837 man strong
Danske  Bataljon  (DANB)  moved  from  Denmark  via
Thessaloniki, Greece over Macedonia to reach Kosovo and
report  present  on  10  August  1999.   It  was  based  in  the
dominant Serbian enclave at MNTF North. The size of the
Danske Bataljon had to be reduced to about 500 soldiers in
February 2001.
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A Danish FPO, opened in the container camp of the Danish National  Support  Element  (NSE) at KFOR-
headquarters at Camp  City in Prishtinë/Priština, offered registered letter service. However, it had no postmark
or postage stamps available and was merely a mail handling office. All mail was to be paid in advance, except
for Danish soldiers who would send letters up to 20 gr destined to Denmark postage free. Next all letters and
packages were transported to Petrovec (Macedonia, airport of Skopje) where meter franking machines were to
be  found.  Here  franking  took  place  with  three  different  FRAMA meter  marks  reading  DANB/KFOR  or
DANCON/KFOR and with either meter numbers G7179, G7440 or G7500.

Collection Konrad Meyer. The ESTPATROL cover is cancelled British FPO 191, 29 November 2000.

Estonia participated in Kosovo from November 1999 when the first unit ESTPATROL-1, consisting of ten
soldiers, arrived. In total 14 Estonian units (ESTPATROL) served in the mission's Italian contingent through
December 2006. From 2003 to 2006 a joint Baltic infantry company BALTSQN also rotated in Kosovo. The
Baltic  reconnaissance  units  with  Estonian  participation,  BALTSQN-7,  BALTSQN-10  and  BALTSQN-13,
served as part of the Danish contingent from March 2003 through August 2006. From February 2007 Estonia
continued its participation with a platoon size
unit  named  ESTRIF  until  February  2010.  In
more recent years, Estonia  deployed to KFOR
one  staff  officer  and  one  staff  non-
commissioned  officer  (NCO)  until  Estonia’s
contribution  came  to  an  end  in  November
2018.

Finland. In the beginning the total strength of
Finland’s contribution of personnel was about
820  military.  More  recently  the  number  of
soldiers has declined to 20 soldiers.

The  Finnish  contingent  used  its  own  FPO
operating  at  the  KFOR-Camp  Ville  in  the
former  papermill  in  Lipjan/Lipljan.  The  FPO
postmark  in  use has  ‘SP-KFOR’ and a  small
NATO-symbol at the top and ‘SUOMI-FINLAND’ below. ‘SP’ most likely implies ‘Suomen Posti‘ or ‘Finnish
Post‘. No registered mail service exists.
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France.  The French army participation to the operations in Kosovo was named  Operation Trident. Initially
France contributed more than 5,000 soldiers to KFOR and they were based in the dominant Serbian enclave at
MNTF North.  They consisted  of  the  Cheetah  (Guépard)  Batallion  represented  by  the  3rd Regiment  of  the
Parachutiste d’Infanterie Marine and the 152nd Mechanized Infantry Regiment of Colmar. From 2010 the French
force strength in Kosovo diminished from around 800 troops to around 300 in 2013, mainly based in MNTF
East consisting of a reconnaissance squadron of the 7th Armoured Brigade based in Novo Selo/Novo Sellë. The
French participation came to an end early in 2014.

Gabriel Frick (2000, 2001, 2002) describes in a series of
articles  the  postal  history  of  the  French  contingent.
Bureau postal militaire 662 opened 15 December 1998 in
Kumanovo (Macedonia) and operated as logistic base for
Operation Trident in Kosovo. On 15 October 2000 it was
transferred to Petrovec (Macedonia, airport of Skopje). In
use  was  a  circular  postmark  ‘BUREAU  POSTAL
MILITAIRE 662‘ and meter frankings on gummed labels
(FRAMA type S1 96253). On official mail a rectangular
postmark  measuring  5x3cm reading  ‘MINISTERE DE
LA DEFENSE /  BUREAU COURRIER /  date  /  BPM
662’ was applied. 

Bureau postal militaire 663 (with SP 71700) started operating from Kumanovo (Macedonia) as well, and on 20
June 1999 it was transferred to Mitrovicë/Mitrovica. It next became the bureau postal interarmées 663, and was
transfered on 28 July 2003 to Novo Selo/Novo Sellë. In use were a circular postmark ‘BUREAU POSTAL
MILITAIRE 663‘ as well as a machine cancellation with five wavy lines and meter frankings on gummed
labels. On official mail a rectangular postmark measuring 5x3cm reading ‘MINISTERE DE LA DEFENSE /
BUREAU COURRIER / date / BPM 663’ was applied. 

Bureau postal militaire 665 (with SP 71820) opened on 11 April 2000, operated in the Rep(résentant) France
complex at the eastern edge of Prishtinë/Priština and was closed on 8 November 2003. In use were a circular
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BIMECA 10 (Mechanised Infantry Battalion) serving from
June-October 2000, including Moroccan Tirailleurs

(sharpshooters)

The ‘Economat des armées’ is a semi-public organization
that falls under the army, providing logistics.



postmark ‘BUREAU POSTAL MILITAIRE 665‘, as well as a machine cancellation with five wavy lines and
meter frankings on gummed labels (FRAMA types S1 96254 and S1 96256). On official mail a rectangular
postmark measuring 5x3cm reading ‘MINISTERE DE LA DEFENSE / BUREAU COURRIER / date / BPM
665’ was  applied.  With  the  introduction  of  the  Euro  in  2002 the  FRAMA meter  franking  machines  were
incompatible and replaced by the SATAS SV 704 type and more specific at BPM 663 by machine number SV
24168 and at BPM 665 by SV 24170.

In the beginning the mail was flown from Paris to Ljubliana, Slovenia and next by air to Prishtinë/Priština. Once
there  the  mail  was  sorted  and  the  items  destined  for  BPM  663  at  Mitrovicë/Mitrovica  were  transported
overland. However some of the mail for BPM 663 passed through BPM 662 at Kumanovo in Macedonia where
it crossed the border overland. Registration of letters is limited to French military with their own Secteur Postal
(Field Post address).

Germany.  The German engagement commenced on 12
June  1999  and  was  based  in  four  different  camps  in
Neprosteno,  Čegrane,  Quatrum  and  Drenove,
respectively. In November 2007, the German contingent
(Einsatzkontingent  or  EinsKtgt  KFOR)  consisted  of
2,813  military  personnel.  In  June  2014  the  German
contingent consisted of just 740. Germany also supported
KFOR  logistically  with  regular  flights  by  Challenger,
Transall and A310 airplanes. In 2018, following a nearly
20-year-old  presence  the  Bundeswehr  transfered  its
engagement from Prizren/Prizrenj to Camp Film City in
Prishtinë/Priština.

Postmark
with code
letter “l“

The German contingent used own FPOs which started operating on 26 August 1999. The FPO postmarks in use
at Kosovo until January 2005 were those with 731 Feldpost at the top. At the  with code letters “i“ (from 26
June  1999), “j“ (from  26 August  1999), “m“ (from  November  1999), “b“ 6 wavy line roll  postmark (from 17
une 2002). A German FPO was opened in the container camp of the German National Support Element (NSE)
at KFOR-headquarters at the Film City Camp in Prishtinë/Priština using a postmark with code letter “l“ (from 1
November 1999).
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At  the  Prizren/Prizrenj  base  camp  the  731
Feldpost postmarks with code letters “e“ (from
17  March  2001),  “f“  (from 17  March  2001  –
June 2001), “g“ (from 17 March 2001) and  “h“
(from 17 March 2001), were in use.

From  1  January  2005  the  German  FPO
numbering system changed using a sequence of
four  digit  numbers  to  indicate  what  types  of
operation  were  concerned,  Those  above  6400
were  assigned  for  operations  abroad,  KFOR
made use of the numbers 6420–6429.

At the Prizren/Prizrenj airfield Feldpost 6420 postmarks with code letters “a“, “b“, “c“, “d“ 6 wavy line roll
postmark were in use from January 2005 until December 2010. Afterwards these postmarks continued to be in
use in the Prizren/Prizrenj base camp. At the Prizren/Prizrenj base camp the postmarks Feldpost 6421 with code
letters “a“ (from January 2005 until October 2018), “b“ (never used kept in reserve), and Feldpost 6422 with
code letter “a“ (from January 2005 until today).

Greece. From 1999 Greece participated with a force at brigade level named the Hellenic Contingent in Kosovo.
The NATO Deployable Corps Greece is located in Thessaloniki. And the Hellenic 34th Mechanized Brigade,
with 1,162 soldiers, was deployed from Thessaloniki to KFOR .  The Brigade was stationed at different camps:
Megas Alexandras (Alexander the Great) in Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo Polje; Rigas Fereos at Urosevac/Ferizaj and
Tobacco Factory at Mitrovicë/Mitrovica. All of these camps were constructed in a short period of time by the
Hellenic Army, mainly by the 34th Engineer Battalion. In August 2003, the Hellenic Force was reduced to 541.
In November 2003, NATO agreed on the participation of an Armenian Rifle Platoon under Hellenic command. 

The Greek FPO, opened in the beginning of 2001 under the leadership of field postmaster I. Tatsis, was only the
second FPO to operate outside Greece, after the one used during the Korean War. The mail was flown once a
week from Camp Alexander the Great in Fushë Kosovë/Kosovo Polje to Thessaloniki by a KFOR flight. Greek
military have the right to send unfranked letters up to 20 grammes which are next franked in Thessaloniki and
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Postmarked 8 September 2001 ΣTΓ-
EΛΔYKO (APO GrFoKo) a, with crest

shown at right.
Registered cover with improvised

registration slip. Cancels:  on slip. 29
September 2001 ΣTΓ-EΛΔYKO (APO
GrFoKo); on stamps on the cover 5

October 2001 ΣTΓ 1002 Thessaloniki.



cancelled there with the FPO postmark ΣTΓ 1002. However, the FPO in Kosovo has its own FPO postmark
reading  ΣTΓ-EΛΔYKO (meaning  A[rmy]  P[ost]  O[ffice]  Gr[eek]  Fo[rces]  Ko[sovo]),  which  are  normally
applied on forms, bills but only rarely to cancel affixed postage stamps. There exists a registration service but
the official forms to be filled out normally fail, so papers from a block of sticky notes are used instead. In
addition  a  triple  circle  handstamp with crest  reading EΛΛHNIKH ΔHMOKPATIA, ΓENIKO EΠITEΛEIO
ΣTPATOY, 34 M/K TAΞIAPXIA (outer circle Hellenic Democracy, inner circle Hellenic Army General Staff at
the top and below 34 Mechanized Brigade) in blue is applied.

Irish  Republic. From  30  August  1999,  non-NATO
country Ireland participated with a 104-strong transport
and logistics unit  which was based in Camp Clarke in
Lipjan/Lipljan. The mission is authorised under Chapter
VII of the UN Charter and was approved by Dáil Éireann
on 1 July 1999 following a Government decision of 29
June 1999. The Irish Transport Company was tasked by
KFOR  HQ  to  provide  transport  lift  for  material  and
equipment  for  both military  units  in  all  of  KFOR and
humanitarian organizations. A 260-strong infantry group
replaced  the  transport  group  in  September  2003.  The
number  of  Irish  troops  was  reduced  from  240  to
approximately 50 in April 2010 and was further reduced
later on.

Italy. On 16 June 1999 the Garibaldi Brigade entered Kosovo. The Multinational Battle Group-West (MMBG-
W) is a NATO command, with headquarters at Camp Villaggio Italia, located near Pec/Peja in the western part
of Kosovo. Camp Villaggio Italia is the main base for Italian troops under KFOR command in Kosovo. Italy
also provided the service of a Medical Field Hospital. From January 2018 Italy deployed around 550 military.

The website of Franco Vass is useful in following
the  development  of  the  postal  service  made
available  to  the  Italian  KFOR units.  The FPO is
located  in  Pejë/ Peć  where  a  circular  postmark
‘ITALFOR KOSOVO‘ was in use from the end of
August 1999. From 16 June until the end of August
the ‘ITALCOM MACEDONIA’ was in use. Covers
with Italian or, in the case of lack of these, Kosovo
postage stamps were initially accepted. The Italian
FPO does not offer any registration service. 

Official military mail has been seen using a central
collecting office address in Pisa and items arriving
from Kosovo are franked by meter  franking Pisa
CPO. In addition, between 1 June and 6 November
2003  a  circular  postmark  reading  ‘JOINT

GUARDIAN KOSOVO‘ was in use by the Italian air force serving the Task Force "Ercole", 53° Gruppo Tattico
"Cassiopea",  Task  Force  C4  Comando  Battaglione  Trasmissioni  Cellula  S1,  Task  Force  Aquila  and  the
Aeronautica Militare 1° Reparto Operativo Autonomo Djakovica Kosovo.
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Sent from the Irish Contingent on 31 December 1999.
Cancelled at British Field Post Office 191 on 4

January 2000. Collection Konrad Meyer.



On  6  November  2003  a  circular  postmark  ‘U.P.
Belo  Polje  KOSOVO‘  came  into  use.  Meter
frankings of the Olivetti “Tecnost” type have been
seen used in 2006 reading ‘0100 Belo Polje 55849‘
printed  on  white  self-adhesive  labels  with  a  QR-
code to the left and no bars. In 2007 another Olivetti
meter  franking  machine  came  into  use  with  four
bars at the left and a QR-code to the right.

On 25 June 2011 a circular postmark ‘Operazione
Joint  Enterprice  Kosovo’ came into  use (note  the
wrong spelling of the word Enterprise) in use until
31  July  2011.  Next  a  correctly  spelled  postmark
came into  use which  has  been seen used  until  at
least December 2017.

To be continued in the October MPHS Bulletin

_________________________________

USN Censor in 1966 - an eBay Nugget

By Dann Mayo

The handstamp on this card, or at least many like it,
was last seen in WWII. It was therefore something
of a shock to see it on eBay on a 1966 postcard. 

I  once  owned  a  VN-era  US  Army  Field  Manual
dealing with mail censorship (and maybe still do; it’s
amazing how I  can  go for  a  decade  after  a  move
without  knowing  all  the  things  I’ve  unpacked,  or
didn’t  as the case may be).   But as far as I know
there was no overt censorship of the sort evidenced
here. (If anyone has evidence to the contrary, please
do write it up and send in your article.)

The story here is, of course, that this is prison mail
censorship. This card was sent during or shortly after the addressee, Bert Kanewski was court-martialed for
refusal to obey orders to board an aircraft carrier bound for the Mediterranean. He had enlisted in the Navy in
1965, but in 1966 asserted that his religious convictions had developed, and that he was consequently unable to
obey  orders  in  a  military  engaged  in  hostilities  in  Viet  Nam.  See  http://content.cdlib.org/view?
docId=kt0c6000n8&doc.view=content&chunk.id=d0e148&toc.depth=1&&anchor.id=0).

I enjoy digging for what my late friend and co-author, Bill Broderick, called “weird and wonderful” items of
civil censorship.  Probably due to filtering out military material as I skim through literally hundreds of covers
daily, it is likely that I almost always miss military “nuggets” such as this card  I commend this sort of search to
all of you.  It is like going through a dealer box of war covers without having to leave your office.  Naturally. I
would like to have you write up any military mail nuggets that you find for the MPHS Bulletin.
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In Memoriam, USS Indianapolis

By David Mui

Seventy five years ago this month, on July 16, 1945 the USS Indianapolis left Hunter’s Point, a naval base outside San
Francisco with the components and the U-235 (the fissionable material) for Little Boy, the name given to the Uranium
based atomic bomb. After a speedy voyage, including a record-setting run from San Francisco to Pearl Harbor, she arrived
at Tinian on July 26 and unloaded her cargo.  She then departed for Guam, on her way to the Philippines to prepare for
joining task Force 95 for the assault on Kyushu.

After leaving Guam, on the morning of July 30, 1945, the USS Indianapolis was hit by torpedoes fired from the Japanese
submarine I-58 and she sank with the ultimate loss of nearly 900 of her nearly 1200 crew.

For a crew roster,  see http://www.ussindianapolis.com/final-crew-1 .  The addressee of this cover was not  one of the
survivors.  Fireman 1st Class George Roy Pratt, born in  Oklahoma in 1925, had reported aboard the Indianapolis on June
23, 1945, likely his first sea duty. (Thanks to Kurt Stauffer for this information.)  He is memorialized at the Manila
American Cemetery in the Philippines, and at the USS Inidanapolis Memorial cenotaph in Indianapolis, Indiana.

The above cover was mailed July 24, 1945. Note that it was not returned by the Navy until after the war. The reason for
the delay is not known. While an August 14, 1945 AP story detailed the loss of the Indianapolis and the fact that she had
been carrying atomic material to Tinian, an official report on the sinking of the USS Indianapolis was not released to the
public until February, 1946.

References
Jones, Vincent C.: Manhattan: The Army and the Atomic Bomb, US Army in World War II Special Studies, 1985

Rhodes, Richard: The Making of the Atomic Bomb, Touchstone Books by Simon & Schuster, 1986

“Big Cruiser Lost; 1,196 Casualties.” This and numerous other articles on the fate of the Indianapolis and her crew are
viewable at https://dmc.tamuc.edu/digital/collection/uw/id/233 

The Sinking of USS Indianapolis: Navy Department Press Release, Narrative of the Circumstances of the Loss of USS
Indianapolis, 23 February 1946,  viewable at https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-
alphabetically/s/sinking-ussindianapolis/narrative-of-the-circumstances.html
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Voices in the Mist
Voice Recordings from POWs of Japan During WWII

By Kurt Stauffer

During WWII there was a very active group of shortwave radio operators who listened to Radio Berlin and
Radio Tokyo, listening for announcers to read off  the names of POW with messages for their  loved ones.
Normally an announcer would read the messages, but occasionally the actual POWs were able to read the
scripted messages themselves.  

Usually shortwave radio operators in the US would transcribe the message onto a postcard or letter and send it
on to the address of the POW’s next of kin. There were a few operators that took this job a step further. They
actually recorded the messages onto recording disks (records) and mailed them.  

In my experience not many of these recordings have survived. In 30 years of collecting POW mail, I have only
encountered 7-8 of them and 5 are represented here. The earliest was sent in May 1943 and the latest in October
1945 by a POW on his way home from Japan.   

I  have never located any recordings with messages from POWs held in Germany.  Perhaps this is because
reception would have been better on the West coast.

B. O. South, San Francisco CA. 

Of all the recordings encountered the majority are from the South’s and all of them are messages from POWs in
Japan. The South’s performed the service for free and did not ask for payment. 

The above recording was sent to the Grandfather of S/Sgt Walter E. Hess, who was captured May 6, 1942 in the
Philippines.  He was serving with  the  4th Chemical  Co,  5th Airbase Group on Mindanao.   S/Sgt  Hess  was
transported to Japan in August 1944 on the Noto Maru and survived the war. 
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Letter enclosed with South/Hess recording.↑
Letter enclosed with the South/Howard recording. → 

An earlier  recording  was  sent  to  the  family  of  Major
Charles E. N. Howard, the CO of the 88th Field Artillery
(Philippine Scouts) captured in the Philippines with the
fall of Bataan on April 9, 1942. He ended the war at a
POW camp  located  near  Rokuroshi  Japan.  This  cover
weighs more than the first one which would explain the
9c postage vs the 6c on the previous one.

    Backstamped San Antoio, 29 Feb. 1944 → 

Military Postal History Society Bulletin  Vol. 58, No. 3, July 2020     37



War Prisoners Recording Station
The War Prisoners Recording Station was located in Long Beach California.  There was an enclosure, however
it only contained instructions for playing and taking care of the record. It is unknown if donations were solicited
for the recordings sent to the families of POWs.

This  recording  was  mailed  to  the  family  of  O.S.
Rodney  A.  Depue  who  served  in  the  Merchant
Marine. He was captured after his ship the freighter
SS  Capillo was  bombed  and  sunk  December  26,
1941 by the Japanese in the Philippines.  He was
liberated  at  the  Los  Banos  Internment  Camp  in
February, 1945. 

Edwin T. Doughty

Edwin Doughty lived in Covina California. It is unknown if  he requested reimbursement for any expenses
related to the recording and shipping of the disks.  The example shown on the following page was mailed home
to the family of Major Charles E. N. Howard on February 24, 1944. 

Dave Beck – Seattle Teamsters
Dave Beck did not make recordings just for the families of POWs, but for any serviceman who wanted to send a
message home. This recording was made by a POW on his way from Japan while in Seattle on his way home. I
have included this example because of the sad story it represents.  

S2c Allen Miles Feterley USN survived the sinking of the USS Pope on March 1, 1942, during the Battle of the
Java Sea. He spent the next 2 days treading water until he was picked up by a Japanese ship.  He spent the rest
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of the war in a POW camp at Celebes. After liberation in 1945 he made a stop in Seattle and sent this message
home to his mother. It was mailed October 11, 1945. Tragically, while on his way home to Illinois, he was killed
in a plane crash on Oct 31, 1945 at Purdy, Missouri. 

← Doughty/Howard

(Note:   Only  labels  are
shown  for  the  Doughty
and Beck recordings.)

Beck/Feterly → 

Instructions for listening from Beck letter

I have listened to all 5 recordings. Four of them are still clear enough to understand. It is quite eerie to listen to
voices from the past and to try to understand the sacrifice and deprivations they were making at the time. These
records and the recordings on them are truly, “voices in the mist.” 
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Movie Proposal to Madame Chiang Kai-shek – Real or Scam?

By Thomas Richards and Regis Hoffman

Shown at right is  the front page of a Jan 26 1939 letter to Madame
Chiang  Kai-Chek  (sic)  from  Robert  Friend  of  Grand  Rapids,
Michigan. In it he states that the United-American Film Company,
for whom he works in public relations, would like to do a film on
China.  This,  he  says,  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  China  and
Generalissimo  Chiang  Kai-Chek  (sic).  He  goes  on  to  provide
references and lists things he would film. He would take no money
for his work but estimates it would cost about $2000 for travel,
film, supplies, etc. He hopes that China could pay for it but if not,
he could raise the money from friends of China in the U.S. if he
had an OK from China for his film. The film would show the good
things the Generalissimo has done for China and the issues that
they had to deal with in the past and currently. 

In his letter he provides his bona fides. He is 22 years of age and in
addition to his job in the movie industry he is doing work with the
United Methodist Church. He describes his mother and father and
states that he wants to be a Doctor and practice or teach medicine
in China. He plans to return to school soon to finish his degree. He
provides a list of references including Arthur Vandenberg the then
current Senator from Michigan. He closes by requesting them to
reply quickly by Trans-Pacific airmail. 

On the reverse, Kunming postmark is struck over Chungking postmark.  The 2 small markings are “Office of
Aides” 侍從室 Chiang Kai-shek’s staff office from 1933-1945. (With thanks to the APS translation service.)

Mr. Friend sent his registered letter by Trans-Pacific airmail with a Form 2865 – Return Receipt requested. The
war with Japan had started in July of 1937 and by 1939 the Chinese capital had been moved to Chungking. 

Mr. Friend followed up with a second letter on Feb 19 1939 in which he tells of some prominent names that
could be used as voice-overs, such as  Lowell Thomas who is  best remembered for publicizing T. E.  Lawrence
(Lawrence of Arabia), British-American national news commentator Boake Carter, and others.
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For  the  musical  background  he  purposed  American  composer,
conductor,  pianist  and  songwriter,  Robert  Armbuster  or  Karl
Wecker, the first Music Director of the Grand Rapids Symphony.
There was no shortage of high profile names in his letter.

He also provided a page and a half of a sample narrative for the
film showing how the Generalissimo had fought the Japanese to a
standstill  and  was  leading  the  country  towards  a  democracy  –
among other ideas.

Friend’s  second letter
crossed  in  the  mail
with Madame Chiang
Kai-shek’s  answer  to
his first letter. Sent in
the  cover  shown
below,  the  reply  was
mailed  at  the  surface
rate  from  Chungking
and  took  six  weeks
(10  days  of  which
were  spent  covering
the 500 miles from Chungking to  Kunming) to  arrive in  Grand
Rapids, after which it was forwarded to Tulsa and then to Chicago,
IL. arriving on Apr. 10 1939.

The response was a polite refusal of Mr. Friend’s offer to accept
$2,000 from the beleaguered Chinese government in support of his
project. Interestingly it mentions that “recently a Hollywood group
headed by Mr. Ivor Ivens completed the filming of a picture on
China that has not yet been shown.” A Google search for Mr. Ivens

reveals that he was a noted Dutch film director of the period, but turns up no mention of a film about China by
him.

Madame  Chiang Kai-shek  (Soong Mei-ling  or, legally,  Soong May-ling)  was a good  target for  Mr. Friend’s
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approach.  When he wrote to her she was active in the civic life of her country and the holder of many  honorary
and  active  positions.   Perhaps  significantly  in  terms  of  making  her  apparently  approachable  by  a  young
American, from 1907 until mid-1917 she had been educated in the United Sates, graduating from Wellesley
college.  (According to her Wikipedia biography, the Wellesley website noted that “she spoke excellent English,
with a pronounced Georgia accent which helped her connect with American audiences.“) And Mr. Friend’s
mention of his work with the United Methodist Church may have shown a greater degree of awareness of the
person through whom he was soliciting support.  Soong Mei-ling’s father had converted to Christianity as a boy
and after returning to China from the US he became a Methodist missionary before making his vast fortune.1

Was this a real effort to create a movie or just an attempt to get some money from China? Mr. Friend moved
around a lot and did not have much of a track record; though he was very good at name-dropping.  If he later
made a name for himself in the movie business, we have not been able to locate him.

There was an American United Film Company formed in Atlanta, GA in 1912 by Harry K. Lucas. 2 But by 1916
this became the Lucas Theatre Supplv Company.  It appears that Mr. Lucas’s business, then and for the previous
10 years had been supplying equipment to the motion picture industry in the South.3 We have found no record
that an “American United Film Company” made any movies before or during WWII.

So: real or a scam? What do you think?

Notes
1 https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/uarchives/history/articles/soong 
2 The Moving Picture World, Vol XXXVII, July-September 1918, viewed at 

https://archive.org/stream/motionpicturenew18moti_5/motionpicturenew18moti_5_djvu.txt
3 The Moving Picture World, Volume 27, 1916, p.807, https://books.google.com/books?

id=saMbAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA807&lpg=PA807&dq=%22Lucas+Theater+Supply++Company
%22&source=bl&ots=Gdua_kxgWP&sig=ACfU3U3o43lComKN45KI7iFEVeKLhileqA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZq8qz
2-voAhVFPawKHWMzBL4Q6AEwAHoECAgQKA#v=onepage&q=%22Lucas%20Theater%20Supply%20%20Company
%22&f=false

____________________

APO/DPO/FPO Openings and Closings

By David Kent 

These APO, FPO and DPO actions were announced in the  Postal Bulletin between February and April 2020.
Announcements advise Postal  Service staff  that they may now accept mail  addressed to  numbers listed as
“Open,” and may no longer accept mail addressed to numbers listed as “Closed.”

For several years the effective date of actions listed in the Postal Bulletin has almost always been the date of
publication of that issue. Since the beginning of the year, however, in nearly every case an actual effective date
has been provided that differs from the publication date. One speculation might be that a new clerk has taken
over responsibility for preparing the listings, and now includes the dates provided by the MPSA. Actual dates of
operation of offices may differ from the dates given.
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APO 09001 Open   02/28/2020
APO 09113 Open   02/28/2020
APO 09115 Open   02/28/2020
APO 09116 Open   02/28/2020
DPO 09178 Open   02/05/2020

FPO 09204 Open   03/30/3030
FPO 09216 Open   03/30/2020
DPO 09285 Open   02/28/2020
APO 09351 Close  03/26/2020
APO 09381 Close  03/23/2020

APO 09634 Close  03/21/2020
APO 09706 Open   03/30/2020
APO 09756 Close  02/13/2020
APO 09852 Close  03/11/2020
APO 09901 Close  04/08/2020



Little information is available on the closings. According to the most recent Absentee Voter deadline list, APO
09756 was in Estonia, while APO 09852 was in Saudi Arabia, both having been active for some time. APOs
09351 and 09381 were in Iraq.

The aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln finally arrived in San Diego last January, to much publicity as her round-
the-world voyage got delayed again and again by international politics. Officially her new Pacific Coast ZIP
Code still has not been announced, but web searches have revealed that it is 96649. Even the ship’s official web
site still lists the old East Coast code. Apparently Mail Call on a ship just isn’t what it used to be.

On April 8, 2020 the Department of State notified the Postal Service that effective April 9, 2020 through May 8,
2020  diplomatic  mail  was  temporarily  suspended  to  the  following  DPO  ZIP  Codes.  Reasons  for  these
suspensions were not given though the timing would suggest a connection to the Covid-19 virus.

____________________

Philatelic Militaria

By Alan Warren

2019
Larry Nelson continues his series on WW II Italian POW airmail in the March 2019 issue of the Airpost

Journal. In this installment he illustrates examples of mail from POW camps in Great Britain and the United
States. Rodney Unwin elaborates on the postal facilities for troops and civilians during the Palestine Campaign
of WW I in the March London Philatelist. 

Kevin  Lowther  describes  the  internment  of  Germans  in  the  United  States  during  WW  I  in  Fort
Oglethore, Ga., and elsewhere in the March American Stamp Dealer & Collector. Even the conductor of the
Boston Symphony, Karl Muck, suffered such treatment. Lowther shows some mail related to these internees.

Bill DiPaolo discusses the supervision and management of the military postal system in Puerto Rico
during the Spanish American War in the first quarter 2019 issue of Possessions, published by the United States
Possessions Philatelic Society. 

Larry Nelson shows a postal card sent by a mother to the Secretary of War in 1905, inquiring if her son
was alive or not, in the March-April Collectors Club Philatelist. Although the official response to her question
is not known, author Nelson determined from the son’s military records in the National Archives that he was
alive and was honorably discharged about two years later.

Bill Lehr delves into the fake “R.F.” overprints on U.S. postal stationery in the March-April  Postal
Stationery. The modified stamped envelopes were for the use by the Free French fleet to send letters to the U.S.
or  Canada during WW II.  These fake overprints  have been known for some time but  in  this  article,  Lehr
describes two new varieties.
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DPO  AE  09175
DPO  AE  09178
DPO  AE  09283
DPO  AE  09289
DPO  AE  09488
DPO  AE  09489
DPO  AE  09614
DPO  AE  09701
DPO  AE  09734
DPO  AE  09802
DPO  AE  09808

DPO  AE  09813
DPO  AE  09817
DPO  AE  09820
DPO  AE  09826
DPO  AE  09828
DPO  AE  09831
DPO  AE  09836
DPO  AE  09842
DPO  AE  09846
DPO  AE  09854
DPO  AE  09857

DPO  AE  09860
DPO  AE  09864
DPO  AE  09867
DPO  AE  09869
DPO  AE  09895
DPO  AA  34004
DPO  AA  34011
DPO  AA  34020
DPO  AA  34022
DPO  AA  34024
DPO  AA  34030

DPO  AA  34031
DPO  AA  34032
DPO  AA  34033
DPO  AA  34034
DPO  AA  34035
DPO  AA  34036
DPO  AA  34039
DPO  AA  34068
DPO  AA  96210
DPO  AA  96532



John Torstad explores some of the special handling of mail between Canada and Norway during WW II
in the December 2018  Norwegian War and Field Post Journal. The British Military Administration and the
restoration of postal services in post-war Malaysia are the topics of Chang Kok Kay’s article in the April 2019
Gibbons Stamp Monthly.  Following the surrender  of  Japan in  1945 the  BMA allowed free  mail  for  items
weighing  less  than  one  ounce.  Straight  Settlements  stamps  were  overprinted  for  use  and  markings  and
cancellations are described.

Harold Peter describes and illustrates a fieldpost letter written on lithographed letterhead during the 1864
war in Schleswig-Holstein in the March 2019 German Postal Specialist. The letterhead illustration depicts the
loss and expulsion of the Danes from Rackebüll on March 17, 1864.

Walter  Kurth  completes  his  series  on German censored  civilian  mail  in  the  March  German Postal
Specialist. He concludes with the markings at censorship stations in Paris, Oslo, and Nancy. Larry Nelson and
John Wilson have related articles in the May Airpost Journal that show covers between WW II POWs and their
families in both Italy and Great Britain. They had a special privilege for a short period, namely that free air mail
was allowed between the two countries.

Co-authors Semyon Brayman and Vladimir Tyukov discuss the Russian expeditionary force in France
from 1915 to 1917 in the Spring 2019 issue of Rossica, the journal of the Rossica Society of Russian Philately.
They show various correspondence, picture postcards, FPO markings, censorship, and many official seals of the
Russian  Corps.  In  the  same  issue  Steve  Volis  shows  an  unusual  1944  cover  sent  from  the  Government
Publishing Commission of the Soviet Union in Washington DC by registered air mail to the NKVT in Moscow
(People’s Commissariat of Foreign Trade). It went via the “southern route” through Miami and Egypt. The
author analyzes all the markings including censorship.

Correspondence related to the Einsatzgruppen and their involvement on the Eastern Front is the subject
of Larry Nelson’s article in the May German Postal Specialist. Several SS postal cards and covers are shown. 

Wayne Schnarr adds some new information about the military mail markings for Bramshott Camp in the
U.K.  during  WW I in  the  May issue  of  the  newsletter  of  the  Canadian  Military  Mail  Study Group.  This
temporary army camp had a Canadian Postal Corps base post office established in October 1915. The author
wants any additional details that collectors may have before the draft volume 1 of the BNAPS catalogue of
military markings is finalized.

Gordon McDermid reflects on the military service of Canadian Private Patrick Lanteigne, who served as
a “postie” during the Korean War, in the April-June issue of BNA Topics. He was assigned to Canadian Army
Post Office CAPO 5000 in Japan and then with CFPO 30 at Tochong, Korea.

Louis Fiset has further thoughts on one of his favorite topics in the Second Quarter issue of La Posta.
The topic is Japanese Americans in World War II and he furnishes bibliographic references to his writings on
this subject. In addition he shows and describes mail from the Fort Missoula internment camp, “internee of war”
stationery  sent  from Fort  Meade,  a  cover  sent  from the  Manzanar  reception  center,  and another  from the
Lordsburg, New Mexico, internment camp, among others.

In the same issue Steve Swain and Lamar Garrard show family correspondence from J.Z. Hoke, who
served in the AEF in France during WW I,  to  his  family in  Athens,  Georgia.  On one cover,  a Red Cross
envelope,  he  crossed  out  “Soldier’s  Letter”  that  was  printed  in  the  upper  right  corner,  and  wrote  instead
“Mother’s Letter.” In the July-August  Postal Stationery, Wayne Menuz focuses on British East Africa POW
aerograms of WW II. The essentially plain paper forms are known in several shapes and sizes, bear an “AIR
MAIL” handstamp at the upper left and a PAID indicium in the upper right.

Lin Yangchen delves into the plate flaws of Malaya’s coconut definitives overprinted BMA MALAYA
for use by the British Military Administration following Japanese surrender, in the July-August Collectors Club
Philatelist. It is his fifth in a series of articles on these definitives. Ceylon POW censorship during the 1899-
1902 Anglo-Boer War is the focus of Joh Groenewald’s article in the August Gibbons Stamp Monthly. Censors
had to be bilingual in both Dutch and Afrikaans.

William Moskoff focuses on the German occupation of Ostland in WW II in the July  German Postal
Specialist.  The  name  encompassed  the  Baltic  nations  of  Latvia,  Lithuania,  Estonia  and  the  Belorussian
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Republic. Hitler head definitives were overprinted Ostland. Examples are shown of a letter, an insured parcel
receipt, and the 1942 “Tag der Briefmarke” postal card.

Dean Mario writes about Juno Beach, the site where 14,000 Canadian troops landed in Normandy on D-
Day in 1944, in the August issue of the BNAPS Canadian Military Mail Study Group’s newsletter. Canada
established  the  Juno  Beach  Centre,  the  country’s  only  Second  World  War  museum,  on  Juno  Beach  in
Courseulles-sur-Mer, Normandy, France. 

To mark the 75th anniversary of the historic landing, the museum sent out postcards with photos of the
landing, to hundreds of homes across Canada that were linked to the soldiers that died during the first five days
of the landing. The cards announced that someone at that address had sacrificed their life 75 years ago, and that
if anyone had personal reminiscences of that time, they should share their reflections through social media.

In the same issue Jonathan Johnson shows POW mail from prisoners of two Canadian merchant navy
vessels that were sunk by the Germans. On successive days in February 1941 the SS Canadian Cruiser and the
SS A. D. Huff were sunk and the survivors removed to France and thence to Stalag XB. Knut Arveng, editor of
The Norwegian War and Field Post Journal, presents an article by the late Bjarne Fjeld on postal conditions
during the seven-year Nordic war of 1807-1814 in the September issue.

Jerry Miller explains the use of bisects of Guernsey and Jersey during the German occupation in the
September  German Postal Specialist.  Due to shortage of British 1d stamps, a ruling was published that 2d
stamps could be used cut in half, but the cut had to be diagonal. Ken Lawrence shows a cover sent by Capt. W.
E. Crampton in February 1919 from an Army base in Russia to his wife, during the AEF deployment to Siberia,
in the October 21 Linn’s Stamp News. He not only numbered all his covers home but self-censored them as he
was the unit’s postal censor. 

Kevin  Lowther  shows some unusual  examples  of  censored  mail  during  WW I in  the  October  The
American Stamp Dealer & Collector. Included are U.S. to Isle of Pines (near Cuba), U.S. to Mexico, Shanghai
to U.S., Puerto Rico to Cuba, and Russia to the United States. Joh Groenewald offers the second part of his
series on the 1899-1902 Anglo-Boer War in the October  Gibbons Stamp Monthly. This time he examines St.
Helena POW mail.

As  the  centenary  of  World  War  I  fades  into  history,  Peter  van  Gelder  shows  some  of  the  British
territories’ stamps issued to mark the end of the conflicts in the November Gibbons Stamp Monthly. Countries
that  released  stamps  during  1919-1921 include  Newfoundland,  New Zealand,  Australia,  Samoa,  Bahamas,
Barbados, and British Honduras.

Wayne  Menuz  describes  military  postal  stationery  of  Australia  in  the  November-December  Postal
Stationery. He shows some examples of WW II Australian Defence Canteens corner cards used by the Army,
but focusses largely on air mail envelopes and air mail letter cards and aerograms. 

Tom Lera describes the “system forts” built by the United States to protect its shores in the early part of
the 19th century, in the fourth quarter issue of  Kelleher’s Stamp Collector’s Quarterly. The First and Second
System forts were in place before the War of 1812. After the war, a Third System was undertaken to improve the
protection of the gunners in the coastal forts. Some of the specific fortifications modified included Fort Taylor
at Key West, Fort Jefferson in the Dry Tortugas, Fort Pickens near Pensacola Bay, and Ship Island, Mississippi.

Louis Fiset discusses mail from the U.S. to Turkey during WW II in the October  The United States
Specialist. Although mail to and from Turkey was allowed since it was a neutral country, the military operations
going on in nearby countries made movement difficult. Joh Groenewald continues the third part of the series on
the 1899-1902 Anglo-Boer War in the December  Gibbons Stamp Monthly. This time he covers POW mail at
camps in India.

Kevin Lowther reviews special delivery and registered mail between the United States and France when
the AEF was there during WW I, in the November-December American Stamp Dealer & Collector. Mail with
extra postage for these two services from the U.S. to troops in the field was wasted as there was no way to
provide such. However, mail sent from troops to the United States did carry the appropriate postage although
such mail is scarce.
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In  the  fourth  quarter  2019 issue  of  BNA Topics,  Jonathan  Johnson begins  a  series  on  ocean-going
Canadian  Merchant  Navy  postal  history,  covering  the  handling  of  mail.  The  December  newsletter  of  the
Canadian Military Mail Study Group of BNAPS contains a number of examples of Christmas greetings sent by
Canadian forces  over the years.  In the January issue Bill  Pekonen shows several pieces of mail  sent by a
Canadian engineer stationed in Italy and North Africa during WW II, to his mother in Winnipeg. Several FPO
markings are seen. 

2020
Kevin Lowther begins a series on the Philippines and America’s reckoning with Spain around 1898, in

the January 2020 American Stamp Collector & Dealer. With correspondence and photos he retells the sending
of the Second Oregon Volunteers who were expected to mop up details with Spain. Instead they met resistance
from Filipino guerrillas who wanted independence, not to have America with a colony instead of Spain.

 In  the January-March 2020  BNA Topics,  Jonathan Johnson offers  the second part  of  his  series  on
Canadian Merchant Navy postal history of WW II.  He shows examples of covers to and from merchant seamen
abroad, both with postage and postage-free. He also shows covers during October 1945 to December 1946, as
mail handling returned to peacetime practice. Naval Post Offices (NPO) at Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver and
the HMCS Discovery were closed at that time. In the same issue Colin Pomfret shows a post card sent by an
American sailor from the U.S. Naval Air Station established in Halifax harbor, N.S., during WW 1. 

Robert Galland shows examples of the Dorothy Wilding design definitives of the U.K. used on mail to
and from areas of conflict in the February Gibbons Stamp Monthly. The time period spans the Cold War, Korean
conflict, the Mau Mau rebellion of Kenya, the Cyprus crisis and the Indonesia-Malaysia confrontation. Neil
Ritchie describes mail service during the Latvian war of independence 1918-20 in the March issue of Gibbons
Stamp Monthly. During this tumultuous period there were stamps, postmarks, and rates that can be confusing
due to the gains and losses by the countries involved.

Jon Johnson records over ten different varieties of the YMCA logo on Canadian covers of WW II, in the
March issue of the newsletter of the BNAPS Canadian Military Mail Study Group. He also shows an example
of a freak cover with the red triangle in its proper position of upper left, but the blue maple leaf image appears
inverted in the lower right corner.

Oskar Sørensen shows examples of mail to and from Danish workers in Germany during WW II in the
February 2020 issue of  Dansk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift.  Stimulated by some misleading information about the
handling of mail during WW II that appeared in a recent John Grisham novel, Ken Lawrence sets the record
straight in the March 16 Linn’s Stamp News. His focus is on mail to and from the Philippines during the war
under various conditions, using covers to reinforce the timeline.

____________________

On the Show Circuit

by Alan Warren

Louis Fiset received a large gold,  the France & Colonies best  single frame award,  and the Athens
Philatelic  Society  Memorial  Single-Frame Grand  Award at  Southeastern  Stamp Expo  in  Norcross,  Ga.,  in
January for his “Political Prisoners’ Mail from the 1848 Paris June Days Uprising.” David Crotty took a gold at
the Sarasota National  Stamp Expo in Florida in  February with his  “Wake Island Mail,  Transportation and
Patriotism.”

Louis Pataki won a gold and the MPHS award at Aripex in Mesa, Ariz., in February with his “Early
History of the German East Asia Cruiser Squadron 1895-1900.” Michael Dixon also won a gold and the APS
1940-1980 medal of excellence for his “British WWII Prisoner of War Air Mail Stationery.” Another gold went
to Lewis Bussey for “The Spanish-American War and Occupation, Reflected in U.S. Postal Cards, 1898-1907.”
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William Woytowich received a vermeil for “Swiss Soldier ‘Stamps’ – Their Origin and Usage during WW I &
WW II.”

Louis Pataki took another  gold along with the MPHS award at  the Garfield-Perry March Party in
Cleveland with his “World War I Comes to the German Mail in Shantung, China.” At the same show James
Cate received a vermeil for “Camp George H. Thomas-Lytle, Georgia – Spanish-American War 1898” and
Robert Collins won a silver and the Jean Benninghoff Encouragement award for “United States Women in the
Military 1941-45 (WW II).”

____________________

BOOK REVIEWS

Norsk Potkontroll under felttoget i april – juni 1940  (Norwegian
Post  Control  during  the  Campaign  April  –  June  1940)  by  Trond
Schumacher and John Torstad. 194 pages, 8 ¼ by 11 ¾ inches, card
covers, perfect bound, in Norwegian, Norwegian War and Field Post
Society,  Norway,  2019.  $20  plus  postage  from
www.warandfieldpost.com. 

In 1995 author John Torstad published The Norwegian Postal
Control during the First Part of World War II and the Field Postal
Service  during  the  1940  Campaign.  He  is  now  joined  by  Trond
Schumacher to expand and update the original book. The text is in the
Norwegian language.

Germany invaded Denmark and Norway in April  1940. The
Norwegian Army consisted of six divisions assigned to six defense
areas  of  the  country.  The  divisions  were  based  in  Halden,  Oslo,
Kristiansand, Bergen, Trondheim, and Harstad. The book is arranged
by these six divisions or command districts, and the field post offices
within them. The structure is to list each field post office and within
each  category  to  summarize  its  brief  history  and then  itemize  the
control markings with measurements, ink color, and earliest and latest
known dates of use. 

Census figures of known copies of each marking are presented. The markings are illustrated on cover,
and sometimes separately for clarity. Division 1 with field office at Mysen opened April 11 and closed April 13,
1940. One military handstamp marking, and one military printed marking are identified. 

Division 2 had field post offices in Lillehammer, Brandbu, Dokka, and Tynset. Lillehammer opened
April 12 and closed April 29. There are twenty known covers. In contrast the Brandbu office operated only
April 14 to16. Four covers are known, and a table lists the from-and-to towns, the dates when known, and
whether the piece is a card or a cover with markings. The Dokka office was open for just three days and only
one piece is known. Tynset operated for eight days and six items are recorded. Two pieces are shown—one each
from Trondheim and  Elverum—and both have control markings, but it is not known where they were applied.

Division 3, based in southern Norway, had no field post offices. Division 4 in the west had Field  Office
No. 3 in Voss, No. 4 in Leikanger in Sogn, and No. 6 in Fagernes. There is also evidence that suggests that
Jølster and Florø exerted postal control as well. Division 5, with three infantry regiments in the Trondheim
region, had ten field post offices, and Division 6 had 16 field offices and two other locations with suspected
control authority.
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A  2-page  bibliography  provides  source  references.  Four  appendices  consist  of  reproductions  of
government documents concerning the secret control offices. The excellent illustrations of covers and markings
are interspersed with photographs, picture postcards, excerpts from government circulars, and even markings on
money order receipts, a parcel card, and a telegraph form.

This monograph is not a priced guide to the markings, but the census data reveals the scarcity of much of
this material. Postal conditions in the field in Norway during this 2-month campaign in 1940 were hectic. Now
collectors have a guide to how the secret field post offices were established and the markings they used.

Alan Warren

Die Zensur von Zivilpost in Deutschland im 2. Weltkrieg, (Civil Censorhsip in Germany during WW II),
second edition, by Horst Landsmann. 438 pages, 7 ½ by 9 ½ inches, perfect bound, card covers, Books on
Demand, Germany, 2019. ISBN 978-3-74948-050-0, approximately $35 from Amazon.com.

For many years those who collected German censorship of the
Second World War period relied on the publications (in German) of
Karl-Heinz  Riemer,  especially  his  1979  Monitoring  of  International
Mail  during  World  War  II  by  German  Offices.  In  2008  Horst
Landsmann published the first  edition  of  his  book,  also in  German.
However, the censorship markings and devices, for example resealing
tape, were listed in tabular format for each censorship office so they
were easier to understand. 

Landsmann’s latest edition provides an introductory chapter on
how to use the catalog, in both German and English. Included are the
format of the listings, abbreviations used, a brief glossary of German
terms and their English equivalents, a 6-letter scarcity rating from €1 to
€40 or more, the letter codes that identify specific censorship offices,
and a bibliography of references in this field.

The  catalog  entries  begin  with  the  German  offices  in
Königsberg,  Berlin,  Cologne,  Munich,  Frankfurt,  and  Hamburg
followed by those offices established in occupied countries such as in
Vienna, Copenhagen, Lyon, Paris, Oslo, Bordeaux and elsewhere. At
the beginning of each office listing there is a brief text in German and
English about what a particular office handled. For example inbound
mail originating from Denmark and Norway, transit mail from Italy, Belgium, Netherlands, and France, and
later mail to German POWs, went to the Hamburg censorship office for inspection. 

For each office the listings are categorized as censor handstamps, pass marks (used for unopened mail
like first  day covers),  resealing tapes,  telegram markings,  instructional  handstamps such as  for  mail  to  be
returned to sender, customs markings, handstamps of specific censors with their initials or numbers, and printed
forms associated with censorship. Each entry has a catalog number, dimensions of any varieties, ink color, and
earliest and latest known dates of use.

Following the censorship office listings is a section on other types of pertinent markings. Some relate to
mail from Greece, Serbia, the Channel Islands, Montenegro, and other unusual countries; other markings relate
to consular mail, security police handstamps, currency control, and similar special circumstances. Another table
lists special handstamps that have to do with suspension of communications, mailing at post office counters,
mail sent from letter boxes, missing sender’s address, inadmissible contents, and picture postcards (sending
them to foreign countries was forbidden).

Landsmann’s updated catalog now becomes the authoritative resource for identifying civil censorship
markings used at offices in Germany as well as in the countries it occupied. Most illustrations are quite clear
and together with the text will help collectors identify those WW II covers that were examined by the Germans.

Alan Warren
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Bidders: The dollar amount with each Lot represents a suggested bid. The minimum bid is one half that 
amount. Bid increments are $0.25 up to five dollars, $0.50 up to $10, $1 up to $20, $2 up to $50, and $5 above 
that. Tied bids will be awarded to earlier bidder. Winning bids should be paid within 10 days of Auction close.  
All successful bidders receive Prices Realized with Lots.  All others may view prices realized on the website or 
receive a printed copy by sending a SASE to the address above. 

Descriptions: In general, envelopes are regular size, typically #6, UOS. Franking is usually described. The use 
of “entire” is to indicate postal stationary. Selected images of the material are included on the website. For 
additional information, questions, and selected images, please contact the Auction manager 

Civil War and beyond
1. Small cover from Lisbon Maine to 29th Maine volunteers in DC forwarded to York PA hospital. Roughly open on left. 
$12.  
2. Car Bell patriotic, unused, farmer driving oxen and USA, fresh and fine. $15.  
3. Office of Chief Signal Ofc. Washington DC. 1884 small covered postmarked Washington on stationary imprinted on the
front. Pair of 2 cent stamps, to Glastonbury CT. Open roughly and trimmed on the right. $16.  
4. UK Dorset Regiment/Malta. July 1898 small size cover front with 1d Malta stamp sent to London. Imprinted “Col., 
Comdg.: 2nd Dorset Reg.t”. $12.  
Spanish-American war
5. August 1898 commercial cover Worcester Mass. to 22nd and NY volunteers at Willets Point, Long Island NY. Attractive 
cover with nice usage of two cent trans-Mississippi stamp. $10.  
6. 2¢ postal stationery entire with printed return address of DAR Hospital Corps. 31 August 1898 postmarked 
“Washington DC Collection Wagon No 1”, back stamp Rochester NY the next day. DAR Hospital Corps was forerunner 
of the Army Nurse Corps. During Spanish-American War, it certified 1000+ nurses for service with the Army on a 
contract basis. Back flap missing. $50.

World War I
7. AEF. US France. 11 Nov. 1918, APO 702 4 PM postmarked on KOC corner card cover with base censor hand stamp. 
Armistice Day covers are uncommon. $50.  
8. AEF. APO 837. French postcard with light postmarked dated 2 DEC 1918. $12.  
9a. AEF. APO 702. Elysee Palace substation postmark. Type a9001 on French postcard in violet. Light FEB 1919 
postmark, about 60% visible with bright rose censor mark (no. 84). $10.  
9b. Greece. Anglo-French operations 1918. English language censor tape (print code indicates produced in Salonika” tied 
by French hand stamp on commercial cover from Chania, Crete to US. Probably this was censored locally. $35.  

Military Postal History Society Bulletin  Vol. 58, No. 3, July 2020     49

MPHS AUCTION 216

Closing 12 September 2020

Submit Bids to:
Roger Santala
2244 Fairview Place
Billings, MT 59102-0614
rogrmt@gmail.com

Abbreviations
OS = Otherwise Stated; UOS = Unless OS
APO = Army Post Office. Number is in cancel UOS
FPO = Fleet Post Office
PC = postcard; PPC = picture postcard
V-Mail = processed and with envelope UOS
OEF = Operation Enduring Freedom
OIF = Operation Iraqi Freedom

RO = roughly opened
Censor marks
NC = No Censor
C = Censored, varieties include:

SC = Self-Censored
BC = Box Censored
CC = Circle Censor
HC = Handwritten Censor 



10. Siberian intervention. June 1919 registered cover from Harbin Manchuria to YMCA Tientsin China using 12¢ Chinese
postage. Printed corner card of YMCA Manchuria, from Hugh Moran. Moran, a Presbyterian minister and Rhodes scholar,
was a special aid to the Root diplomatic mission to Russia in 1917, and was with the YMCA in Russia in 1918 and over to
Manchuria. An excellent example of nonprofit organizations involved in the intervention. $120.  
11. Adm. James Cary Jones. Small cover to his wife from London NOV 1918 with British civil censor tape. Jones 
graduated US Naval Academy 1913 retired vice Adm. $10.  
12. Belgian Congo. Five centime postal card postmarked more 1917 “B PC V PA No.4” in violet. Postmark slightly 
smudge. Sent to France as a greeting card. Wear on the corners. $15.  
13. French “Correspondance des Armees de la Republique” cards a set of 12 unmailed each with a different branch 
vignette e.g. Chasseur Alpin. 1918. VF. $50.  
14. French “correspondence des Armees de la Republique” cards, six different mint, each with a different combination of 
Allied flags. VF. $20.  
15. POW. Official US GOV POW postal card. Unused preprinted postal card issued to POWs. Small discoloration on 
back. $50.

Between the wars.
16. US Philippines. 1919 Manila censor hand stamp 1814 on cover to US. Includes a long letter from a female to her 
girlfriend, in the vein of “this is truly a man’s country. We are the only unmarried girls on the island save for 13-year-old 
child.” $25.  
17. US Navy. US Army transport “America”. Small cover with CZ postage, postmarked FEB 1920. USAT America was in
use from 1919 to 1921 only. $10.  
18. US Navy. LCdr Amos Loder, USS Arkansas. Commercial cover from Mass. to his wife with a pair of 1¢ “pilgrim 
ship” commemorative. Sailing ship vignette on back. $8.  
19. Armistice Day commemoration 1928. Preprinted postcard with idiosyncratic printed message. “Free souvenir, 
Armistice Day – November 11. Marking 10 years of peace with the world… Greeting cards scatter sunshine”. Mint. $10.  
20. USMC. Nicaraguan postal card franked with 1¢ Franklin. QSL card from NN1 Nic. Cancellation “USMC exp forces 
Nicaragua, New York, NY NOV 8 1929”. Sender with aircraft sq. 2nd Bde. VF. $25.  
21. USMC. Nicaragua. Small envelope franked with 15c airmail. Cancellation “Aircraft Squadron Second brigade USMC 
JUN 10 1930”. Sender CPhM USN Guardia Nacional de Nicaragua, Managua Nicaragua via New York, NY. VF. $25.  
22. US Army. Nicaragua. Envelope franked with 15c airmail with embossed “US Army engineer Battalion in Nicaragua” 
on back. Cancellation “5th REG USMC Managua Nicaragua FEB 4 1931”. Sender Daniel Sultan was CO later LtGen 
Corps CO CBI. VF. $25.  
23. US Navy. China. Penalty envelope Navy Department USS Helena. JUL 21 1930 cancellation with Canton A.M. China 
ST in killer bars. VF. $15.  
24. GB. Royal Fleet auxiliary Rapidol. Small December 1931 airmail cover from London to engineer on RFA Rapidol, an 
oiler, HM dockyard Simonstown So. Africa. 3 ½ d postage in KGV definitive. Folded vertically through center. $8.

WW II
APO NY
25. Africa/Algeria. APO 700. Sender APO 45. 6/24/43. “Free franking.” machine cancel. RC. VF. $8.  
26. Africa/Egypt. APO 46. 3/14/43. Legal size envelope franked with 3¢ “win the war” also 3¢ postage due. RC. F+. $8.  
27. Belgium. APO 138. Sender APO 151. 11/8/44. Franked with 6¢ airmail on 6¢ entire HC. F+. $8.  
28. China. APO 627. 10/28/44. 308th Bomb GP. Free franking with RC. VF. $10.  
29. China. APO 627. 11/14/44. 6¢ airmail machine cancel and RC. VF. $10.  
30. China. APO 946. Free franking sent from US to “LTC Tuttle Shanghai Base Command”. 19th BPO directory service 
and APO 946 canceler on reverse. VF. $12.  
31. England. APO 413. 21 MCH 1945. Sender “care of American Embassy APO 413 NY.” British machine cancel on 6¢ 
airmail entire. CC, RC plus tape. VF. $10.  
32. France. APO 131. 12/10/44. Sender APO 15602. Sender indicates new APO 757 SHAEF HQ. 6¢ airmail entire with 
CC, RC plus tape. VF. $10.  
33a. France. APO 156. 9/1/44. Curiously 6¢ bicolor airmail entire crossed out and marked “free” with RC. Addressed to 
Wales. VF. $10.  
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33b. France. APO 161. 1/18/45. Sender APO 259. War Department penalty envelope addressed to Army Times. Annotated
“kill after 2-10– 45”. NC. VF. $10.  
34. France. APO 403. 11/11/44. US forces penalty envelope. NC. VF. $6.  
35. France. APO X57. 21 SEP 1944. Machine cancel on 6¢ airmail entire. RC. F+. $8. 107.
36. France. APO 444. 3/8/45. 70th AIB. Machine cancel on 6¢ airmail entire RC. VF. $10.  
37. France/Netherlands. APO 451. 2/20/45. 75th INF attached BR VIII Corps Limburg Netherlands. 6¢ airmail on small 
envelope. RC. VF. $10.  
38. France. APO 461. 2/12/45. War Department penalty envelope. Intra-theater mail. NC. $6.  
39. France. APO 470. 1/14/45. War Department penalty envelope. Intra-theater mail. NC. $6.  
40. France. APO 472. 10/11/45. 101st Abn Div. War Department windowed penalty envelope. Addressed to penitentiary 
Lewisburg PA with wardens receiver. NC. VF. $8.  
41. France. APO 577. 8/24/44. Sender APO 403. Franked with 3¢ “first steamship” and 3¢ “Centenary of the telegraph”. 
RC. Creased. $8.  
42. France. APO 291. 1/28/45. Sender APO 758. 6¢ bicolor airmail entire. RC. VF. $10.  
43. France. APO 768. 1/14/45. Sender APO 017796. 6¢ airmail. RC. VF. $8.  
44. Germany. APO 162. 4/28/45. Sender APO   Airmail envelope franked with 1¢ “freedom of speech” and 5C occupied 
nation/Albania. RC. VF. $10.  
45. Gibraltar. APO 512 in return address. 11/5/42. 7th Station Hospital. Free franked cover RC. This APO was at Gibraltar
5–24 November during Operation Torch. VF. $50.  
46. India. APO 465. 11/12/44. Sender Navy 918. 6¢ bicolor airmail entire marked postage due 6 cents. Enclosed greeting 
card map of India and seasons greetings. Naval censor. Wrinkled. $10.  
47. India. APO 465. 10/12/44. Improvised penalty envelope from PRO HQ AAF IBS CBI Theater APO 671. Stamped 
“passed for publication US Army press censor Emmanuel G…. 61207 China Burma India”. Fold and tape stains. $10.  
48. India. APO 493. 10 4/44. War ballot. VF. $8.  
49. India. APO 629. 9/10/43. Free franking. Sender with First Transport Group Polo Detachment. HC. VF. $8.  
50. Italy. APO 363. 10/7/44. Sender APO 369. Free franking. RC. VF. $8.  
51. Italy. APO 512. 2/3/45. Sender M GEN. Daniel Noce DCoS Mediterranean TO. 6¢ airmail entire with Flushing New 
York cancel. Self censored with CC and tape on reverse. VF. $20.  
52. Northern Ireland. APO 813. 5/11/42. Free franking. RC. VF. $10.  
53. Trinidad. APO 695. 5/25/44. Return address C/O postmaster New York (book says Miami). 6¢ airmail. CC plus tape. 
VF. $10.  
APO Miami
54. Brazil. APO 676. 8/2/XX. Sender USN, JB USMC. 6¢ airmail. NC. Missing part of back flap. $6.  
55. Cuba. APO 632A. 9/15/45. Sender civilian. 6¢ airmail entire. NC. VF. $10.  
56. Sudan. APO 608. Pair of covers Mar/April 1943 (one small, one European size with wrinkles on upper edge) from air 
transport command 13th Ferrying Command,44Sq. in Khartoum. $30.  
APO San Francisco.
57. Australia. APO 921-2. 8/25/44. ARC envelope franked with 3¢ “win the war”. CC. VF. $8.  
58. Australia. APO 924. 6/15/42. Nurse with Second Station Hosp. Good enclosed letter describes sailing from US and 
arrival. Free franking. HC. VF. $8.  
59. Canton Island. APO 914. 8/17/42. 6¢ airmail entire with additional 3¢ “win the war” and San Francisco machine 
cancellation. “passed by army censor 762”. Curious. VF. $20.  
60. Hawaii. APO 951. 9/21/43. Franked with 16¢ special delivery, marked “claimed at San Francisco Calif PO” RC. Fold 
at left. $10.  
61. Hawaii. APO 954. 8/24/42. 6¢ bicolor airmail entire. “Passed by army censor 180”. VF. $10.  
62. Hawaii. APO 957. 8/31/42. Sender nurse at Schofield Barracks. Franked with 6¢ prexy. Censor “passed by army 
censor 229”. VF. $10.  
63. Hawaii. APO 958. 3/9/45. Sender nurse at Ft. Shafter. Franked 6¢ airmail. SC. VF. $10.  
64. Hawaii? APO 996. 9/8/43. Patriotic “smash that Jap buy war bonds” image of cannon blowing away soldier and rising 
sun flags. Sender 123rd INF APO 33. APO 996 listed as Whitehorse Canada. Free franking. RC. Wrinkles at left. VF. $20.  
65. Okinawa. APO 27. 7/20/45. 6¢ booklet airmail on The Infantry Journal preaddressed envelope. Address change on 
reverse, formerly APO 21070. CC and tape. VF. $10.
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APO Seattle/Minneapolis
66. Alaska/Kodiak. APO 937. 3/11/44. Machine cancel no APO. 6¢ bicolor airmail entire. RC. VF. $8.  
67. Alaska. APO 938. 12/19/44. Franked 6¢ airmail. NC. VF. $8.  
US Navy
68. USMC Johnston Island, 1942. Unit 995 return address on cover franked with 6¢ transport. USN postmark and censor 
hand stamp. $25.  
69. USMC Johnston Island. 1943. Unit 995 return address on 6¢ airmail entire. Same sender, USN postmark as above. 
Different USN censor hand stamp. $25.  
70. USN. Russian 1943, airmail cover return address from sailor c/o Mail and Dispatch section, ONI. Russian stamps 
postmark US FPO, Washington DC. USN censor hand stamp. Slight opening tear but attractive. $20.  
71. US Navy/Coast Guard. USS Onondaga. Legal size cover with 11 cm straight-line hand stamped “confidential” on 
front. No address or postmark; probably hand-delivered. Likely used while Onondaga was involved in Alaska/Northern 
Pacific. $8  
72. US Navy. Bermuda lend lease base. Bermuda sailing boat postcard using 10c prexy stamp with with FEB 1942 U.S. 
Navy machine postmark. “Passed by US Naval censor B. 1” censor. $8.  
73. US Navy/USMC. Marine aviation detachment. Small cover imprinted on front from Naval air Tech Training Ctr., 
Jacksonville, FL October 1943. $8.
Other
74. US Caribbean Defense Command. Legal size penalty envelope Office of Division Engineer, Caribbean division in 
Miami. MAR 4, 1943. Scarce. $8.  
75. US Army. Bombardier training squadron Kirtland field NM. “Free” cover, Christmas card sized, with Albuquerque DC
1943 postmark to Michigan. Small tear along upper edge. $8.  
76. US base PO. 10 WW 2 covers. Five free franking. No APO’s. $5.  
77. US base PO. 10 WW 2 covers. Six free franking. No APO’s. $5.  
78. US Navy/Canada. Cover franked with 3¢ George VI (Canadian) and mute cancel. Sender: USNR C/O NCSO, HMC 
dockyard, Halifax. Handstamp on back “from HMC ship passed by censor” 3 MAR 42. VF. $15.  
79. Canada/Australia. British Commonwealth air training plan in Canada. Pair of covers from Australian in flight training,
Brandon Manitoba DEC 1942 to Minneapolis. Both include letters. Return address “Auspost, Ottawa, Canada”. $18.  
80. Canada. FPO DCA-5.Sept. 1942 parcel acknowledgment postcard for McDonald’s, with cavalry guidon shaped “HQ 
SQN 1 CAD orderly room” sent to members of ladies committee 6th Hussars. $10.  
81. Canada. Wren at NPO 109. June 1943 covers postmarked NPO 109 from member of women’s Royal Canadian Naval 
service to New Jersey. Censor: “examined by DB/N 32”. $8.  
POW/Internee/Red Cross
82. Australian POW. 1944 airmail cover front only to LT. L. J. Martin, 2/29th Bn., AIF, Malaya with Australia district 3 
civil censor and Kinoshita censor chop. $50  
83. German POW Jamaica, 1943 POW parcel acknowledgment postcard Jamaica D/5 censor hand stamp in Berlin censor 
Landsmann BDM1.1. Two punch holes for filing at bottom. $50.  
84. Italian POW. Folded letter dated 27.10.42. Stamped “P/W Middle East 140” front and “officio censura posta estera 1” 
on back from 309 POW camp cage for MEF. Some foxing. $30.  
85. German POW. 22.7.46. Free franking addressed “22 BR gen. hospital AJ PW Camp” Naples. $20.  
86. Netherlands. Civil internee.  14. X. 4? Unfranked, addressed to Sicherheitspolizei Hertogenbosch Lager Haaren. No 
censor/receiving Mark. VF. $20.  
87. Italy. July 1942. Postcard from a civil internee in the campo di concentramento Citta S. Angelo to his daughter in 
Gorizia, with camp censor handstamp. Message and Italian. The population of this camp varied in size (Max about 135) 
and in nature of internees. $30.  
88. Yugoslavia. 1945. Stamp was postcard from Linz Austria to Kula Serbia docketed “via American Red Cross” with 
Italian and Yugoslav censor handstamps. Part of addressees named bleached out. $25.  
89. Romania. Letter to the International Red Cross/POW Geneva 26 MAR 43. Registered and marked “CENZURAT” 
with Geneva receiver. VF. $20.  
90. France. Letter to International Red Cross Geneva. 18–11 40. Censor number, Wehrmacht tape and hand stamp on 
reverse. VF. $20.  
91. France. Letter to International Red Cross/POW Francais. 7-2 45. Unfranked. Sent from hospital militarie. Uncensored.
VF. $15.
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Germany
92. Germany/Hungary. 1942 postcard from a German volunteer (gefreiter), unit not given. Sent through Hungarian PO 
with German civil censor. $15.  
93. Netherlands. Registered letter with cancel “Durch Deutsche Dienstpost Niederlande  27. 1. 45.” Franked with 42pf 
Hitler head. High-value franking. VF. $30.

Post-World War II
94. US forces in Europe, Seine section, French liaison. 6¢ postal stationery envelope with 11 BPO in January 1946 to 
Florida. $8.  
95. Germany. DP mail. Unfranked; oval stamp “Estafatial Stovytes Pas… Hanau 1946 V” probably Lithuanian. VF. $15.  
96. Kenya. May 1947 cover postmark Nairobi with 15d stamp to England. Includes rectangular, updated “post office RAF
Eastleigh” in violent on front. Sender with 82nd PR squadron RAF, roughly opened the top. $12.  
97. Netherlands. US Mutual Security Agency, special mission to the Netherlands for economic cooperation. May 1952 US
Embassy legal size cover with Dutch stamps sent to Philadelphia. The Mutual Security Agency existed only from 1951 to 
1953. $10.  
98. New Zealand. Burnham military camp. DEC 1945 cover with 2d NZ stamp to Wellington. $8.  
99. Sweden. U.S. Army attaché office. Legal size 1950 cover with typed return address with Swedish postage to US. 
Some tears top margin. Unusual. $8.  
100.  Greenland. APO 09023. Stamped “postage-paid port paye” with boxed T and “postage due__cents” markings also 
“VOIDED” over latter. Return address NATO Command Polar Research and Development Sct. Birmingham AL receiver 
2/10/68. $20.  
101.  Desert Storm. Two covers APO 09896/APO 09766. Both sent to writing contest in US 1991. $10.  
102.  US Coast Guard. 9/11 security screening. A pair of Christmas cards sized covers from from 2010 in 2012 to USCG 
Washington DC bearing irradiation screening marks on reverse. Three marks in total, all different. $12.  
UN operations
103.  UNDOF. Poland. Two covers from Syria 1981 each with three stamped cachets, and stamped “Wojskowa-
bezplatina” on airmail envelope. VF. $12.  
104.  UNIFIL. Canada. “Observer group Lebanon UNTSO” stamped cachet on UNTSO cancelled CFPO 5000 KOK 5RO 
13 V 1986. VF. $8.  
105.  UN IFI L. France. Urgent and registered 8209 large envelope cancelled “poste aux armees 6-6 1986” with 
“Detachement Prevotal” verso. Some wrinkles. $12. 
106.  UNFICYP. Sweden. “Log section SWEDCON UNFICYP” stamped cachet on Swedish UNFICYP envelope. Stamps
Cancelled “Svenska FN –BAT CYPREN 16.2. 87” VF. $6.  
107. UNFICYP. Denmark. Unfranked cover with stamped Dancon/UNFICYP cachet cancelled DANCON UNFICYP 21 –
4. 1987. Addressed to CO/det 4 Kobenhavn. VF. $10.  
108. UNTAG. Italy. Italian stamps cancelled “Sqd. ELC. Italia UNTAG Namibia Posta Militare” on UN aerogramme. 
Gaines 070 (a). VF. $10.  
109. UNTAG. Canada. $3.40 Canadian postage on registered cover from CFPO 5004 cancelled with both United Nations 
and CFPO cancellation. Gaines 022 (a) & (c). VF. $12.  
110.  UNTAG. Germany. 80 PF stamp on UNTAG Namibia envelope with “Bonn 1 53000 1–3– 90” cancellation also two 
postage due markings. Gaines 052. VF. $10.  
111. UNTAG. England. 34p Machin on OHMS envelope from Liaison Office Windhoek Namibia cancelled “London SW 
11 JUN 1990”. Gaines 145. VF. $8.  
112.  ONUCA. Canada.” Naciones Unidas ONUCA” stamped cachet with CFPO – BPFC 5005 18 VI 1990 and roller 
cancellation CFPO-5005. Gaines 022 (a)& (c). VF. $8.  
OEF/OIF
113. APO AE 09355. Afghanistan. 10/24/04. Free franking. VF $8.  
114. APO AE 09379. Iraq. Sender APO 09344. 1st CAV. Mosul. Free franking VF. $8.  
115. APO AE 09359. Iraq. OCT 22 2005. Free franking. VF. $8.  
116. APO AE 09342. Iraq. Camp Victory. 11 NOV 2004. Armistice Day! VF. $8.  
117. APO AE 09342. Iraq. FOB Stryker. JUL 28th 2007. Free franking. VF. $8.  
118. APO AE 09310. Iraq. MAR 5 2011. Free franking. VF. $8.  
119. APO AE 09311. Iraq. FOB Sharana. May 27 2011. Free franking. VF. $8.  
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Analysis of Rear Guard Letter on back page. 

By David A Kent

Doctor Abraham Herbert Allen writes his wife from his duty station aboard the battleship USS Louisiana in the
late summer of 1916. Sources report that Dr. Allen graduated from the Naval Medical School in 1907, but there
is not much other information available on his career. We do know, from other letters in this correspondence,
that he resided with his wife in Philadelphia. They lived well, however, for she is spending the summer at a
resort hotel in Jamestown, Rhode Island, during the Golden Age of the summer mansions in nearby Newport.

The outbreak of World War I in Europe brought mixed emotions across the United States. Although there was a
strong movement to avoid the war and remain neutral, the European ancestry of many Americans made true
neutrality difficult. One political tactic used by the Wilson administration to satisfy pacificists was to place
major warships “In Reserve,” a classification that some modern references have interpreted as the equivalent to
“decommissioned,” implying that they were towed off to some back channel, locked up and the crew dispersed.

In fact, as shown in Dr. Allen’s letter,  Louisiana remained fully active despite this status. She was based at
Norfolk and used to train midshipmen and other Naval Reservists with periodic cruises up and down the East
Coast. With eight doctors aboard the ship, the crew must have been substantial. When the U.S. finally entered
the war in April of 1917, most of these ships were recommissioned and fully staffed within a few days, proving
the “In Reserve” status to have been more a political than military term.

His letter shows that outbreaks of diseases are nothing new. He mentions a crew member with German measles,
a viral infection that causes a red rash on the body. In fact, the symptoms almost sound like the rash that he says
he and many other crew members have experienced in the heat of summer, though presumably Dr. Allen and the
Fleet Surgeon were confident that they were not the same. He also complains about difficulty in getting news of
the “paralysis” in New York. He was referring to an outbreak of polio, then more often known as Infantile
Paralysis, which occurred in Brooklyn in the summer of 1916 and killed more than 2,000 people.

IMPORTANT DATES
Deadlines for Bulletin and Auction submissions

Issue Date Bulletin Copy Auction Lots

January October 15 September 15

April March 1 February 1

July May 1 April 1

October August 1 July 1
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Help  Sought  -My  grandfather  R.  A.  Clarke  was  in  the
Jorstadmoen  POW  Camp, Faaberg,  NORWAY  during
World War I.  I am seeking information on this camp, links
to camp info and scans or copies of any correspondence,
letters,  covers  that  postal  historians  might  have  in  their
possession for a book that I am writing. Any assistance is
appreciated and can be sent to: rebecca@theclarkes.biz

Help Sought - Re: P.O.Box 9000, Montreal or Vancouver,
set up for use by merchant seamen during WWII. Although
apparently  used  heavily  by  Canadians,  I  am  looking for
information or references about possible usages to or from
either Box 9000 by NON-CANADIAN merchant  seamen. 
Are there any examples of such usages out there?  Second
inquiry: Also looking for examples FROM Box 9000 that
have Canadian censorship. edfraser@gmail.com



Rear Guard: Diseases and Epidemics

U.S.S. LOUISIANA
Hampton Roads
Monday August 28 [1916]

Dearest

I am very glad this morning to receive your letter written Tuesday night. I went 
ashore yesterday afternoon and first telephoned to Dr. Schmidt. He is very unsatisfactory 
in his answer + really I don’t know whether he intends to come back this week. That seems 
to be sure. He seems to be afraid to stay away because some one may say something or else 
the Department might not like it or some other vague
reasons of his own.

It is intensely hot down here and I am glad that
you + Jack are not in it. I have raised a fine crop of
pimples + skin rash myself. It is quite general
throughout the ship. The first news was that we need to
be here until Wednesday or Thursday but now find out
that we are to sail tomorrow morning at 8 am. Whether or
not we return no one knows. It seems to be reasonably
sure that we will be in New York on September 9 to
parade but even that date may be changed.

A case of German measles developed on board today.
The admiral sent the Fleet Surgeon to investigate and
report and in general acted as though we had a smallpox
epidemic. I shipped the case to the hospital very
promptly in charge of Dr. Halliday.

It is too bad you haven’t secured a decent nurse
yet. Why don’t you keep on advertising? I don’t like to
hear of you getting all tired at night. Why don’t you
keep on advertising until you get one? Doesn’t Margaret
keep any at all? You didn’t mention either of them in
your letter. I haven’t been able to find out anything
about the paralysis in NY and have to depend on you to
read the papers + keep an eye on it.

The Personnel Bill is still a thing of mystery to me. I can’t figure it out but 
according to others no promotions will occur until December. I can’t remember ever in any 
life to have been in such a state as this where I can’t even figure on something definite.
I won’t be able to write an intelligible letter until this cruise is over but then, no one
else can do so either. I feel thousands of miles away and so helpless. I want to be with 
you right now and all the time. I try to help out with your problems + troubles with 
servants during this time yet here I am away from everything + doing nothing but thinking 
+ not able to plan a thing. I am building air castles daily of the day when I can say 
goodbye to Navy blue and become a respectable citizen.

When you write to me will you please address the envelope + letter more carefully. 
This one has been to three other people before the orderly finally came to me and asked if
the name on the envelope might be Allen. The word really might be almost anything + there 
are about eight doctors on board as you know.

This letter is just about as bad as the one I wrote you yesterday. My brain doesn’t
seem to work somehow. I simply can’t concentrate on anything + don’t know what the matter
is again. I am sensing a most unsatisfactory letter and hope you will overlook its poor
vitality. I am sending all my love to you + Jack + would give anything to see you  today.

He must be fine from your accounts. He is sure a dear little fellow. I know he will 
be a lot like you + further than that I couldn’t wish.

Dearest husband,

Herbert

See analysis of this letter on previous page. 
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	Top. Mailed November 24, 1918 from a member of the 89th Division as they were waiting to march through Luxemburg into Germany. Franked 10 cents postage for registration up to $50 value, and no postage for a 1st class letter due to the free franking privilege. Backstamped with an origin cancel type A9102. APO #961 “Nov 24 1918.”
	Bottom. From APO 778 at Le Courneau, Gironde, southwest of Bordeaux. Among other activities, this area had an artillery training center and a base hospital. Backstamped Washington, DC, January 21, 1919.
	The US participation in WWI represented the largest number of US troops in service in the history of the country to that point in time. The total of 4.7 million servicemen and women eclipsed the next largest total of 3 million troops (combined Union and Confederate) during the US Civil War. The 2.8 million troops that served overseas during the years 1917-1919 was 10 times the total number of servicemen in the Spanish-American War of 1898, and the largest US military deployment in history to that time.
	The literacy rate (share of the population older than 14 years that is able to read and write) in the US was 92% in 1910 (current value as of 2010 was 99%). A large proportion of those sent overseas could and did write letters home. US “doughboy” mail can be found from the earliest UK and France arrivals in July 1917 up to the last departures from Germany in 1923. In 1918 the Stars and Stripes military newspaper sponsored two letter-writing campaigns, one for Mother’s Day and one for fathers at Christmas. Both campaigns resulted in mail to the US that was equivalent to 90% + of all overseas soldiers writing a letter.
	In looking at mail sent from US forces in the 1917 to 1923 period, not all of the mail was sent as “free mail” or without postage. The purpose of this article is to identify the major times when postage was required.
	“Over Here”
	Figure 1. World War I marked the first large-scale use of hospital ships. No American hospital ships were present in Europe until the war was over. At that time the US Navy deployed its three hospital ships across the Atlantic to bring wounded soldiers home. During the war, the USS Solace (AH-2) was a typical floating ambulance of the period; between April 1917 and April 1918, it made 40 trips to Naval Hospital Norfolk, three to Naval Hospital Washington, and two to Naval Hospital Newport, transporting more than 3,600 patients to these stateside hospitals. Locy Type 3(AC) postmark on the last day of the two cent 1st class rate.
	The first permanent naval air station in the US was established at Pensacola, Florida, in January 1914, and was the only naval air station operational upon the United States' entry into World War I. Originally named Naval Aeronautic Station, it was redesignated as Naval Air Station in December 1917. The US Navy was an early adopter of airplanes, working with aviator Glenn Curtiss in 1910 for demonstrations showing that airplanes could take off from and land aboard ships at sea. Universal Stamping Machine Company (“Universal”) postmarks first appeared in 1909. About 1920, Universal was taken over by the Pitney-Bowes.
	Different from the 1941-1947 time period, domestic 1st class letters or postcards mailed by WWI active duty personnel assigned to a continental United States (CONUS) duty station or home port required prepaid postage at the current rate. In April 1917, at the time of the declaration of war on Germany, domestic US rates were $0.02/ounce for letters and $0.01 for postcards. On November 3, 1917, the US. raised many postal rates to help finance the War. The rates for first-class letters increased to $0.03 and postcards to $0.02. These rates were decreased back to their original values on July 1, 1919.
	Figure 2. Envelope and a postcard from military personnel in the United States after the war-time rate increase of November 1917. Aerial reconnaissance using heavier-than-air machines was an entirely new science that had to be improvised step-by-step during the war. George Eastman pushed the US government to have Eastman Kodak Co. be the place for an aerial photography school during World War I. In March 1918, the school opened to teach ground personnel to do aerial photo processing as well as camera repair.
	A unit of the Illinois National Guard was mustered into Federal service in June 1916 stationed at San Antonio in February 1917 at Fort Sheridan for action along the Mexican border. The unit was drafted into Federal service August 1917 as the 129th Infantry. They trained at Camp Logan, Houston Texas, went overseas in May 1918 and participated in the Meuse-Argonne, Somme, and Saint-Mihiel Offensives.
	An exception to the requirement for postage applied to mail sent by soldiers within the US was made when they boarded ships at ports of embarkation for Europe. New York was the location of the main terminals for soldiers both leaving and returning from Europe, with ships departing from New York, Brooklyn and Hoboken, NJ.
	Figure 3. Generally, there are two types of this mail. The first is postcards distributed by service organizations (Red Cross, YMCA, etc). These usually were marked “No Postage Necessary”, and had a preprinted message to the effect that the sender’s ship had arrived safely in Europe. The second type is a government postal card, a picture postcard or a letter with postage applied by the individual soldier. As they had to pay postage on mail sent from training camps or other US locations, some soldiers assumed that they would have to pay for mail from their last US location, and came unecessarily prepared.
	The “safe arrival” postcards and sealed letters were originally canceled with a rubber stamp hand cancel. Theses markings included those with straight line text with cancel bars (MPHS Censorship Type 2.2) and those with the names of either Captain AC Townsend or Captain EW Hamlen, the mail censors (Types #2.3a, 2.3b and 2.3c). Later on, Captain Townsend created the “Hoboken Eagle” (machine wavy line cancel with spread eagle and wavy box with "Military Post Office Soldier's Mail" in three lines). The postcards and letters were organized for dispatch and stored . When the news was received that the ship safely reached its destination, the items were mailed. The use of a no-date cancel, and usually the omission of a specific ship identification, allowed for the sailing to take place in relative secrecy.
	The lack of a dated postmark on this mail may have confused both the recipients and the US Post Office Department. As an explanation, an auxiliary handstamp (MPHS Censorship Type 2.3f, 2.3g and 2.3f) was applied providing the reason for the delay of the mail, as shown on the top cover in Figure 3.
	The only time that the USPOD might have been confused was at the beginning of November 1917. As noted above, on November 3, 1917, US domestic postage rates increased.
	Figure 4 top. Envelope franked with two cents postage and several markings. The purple “MAIL CENSOR/US. ARMY BASE” (MPHS Censorship Type 2.2b) handstamp was applied at the port of embarkation after the soldier turned in his 1st letter before sailing, and cancelled the $0.02 postage stamp. By the time his ship had arrived in Europe the first class letter rate was three cents, To forestall this being assessed as short paid, and postage due collected the auxiliary marking (MPHS Censorship Type 2.3e) was applied, reading “”HELD BY U.S .MAIL CENSOR/NO EXTRA POSTAGE DUE”.
	Figure 4 bottom. The USS Yale was a coastal passenger ship acquired by the US Navy in March 1918. She originally was used as a coastal troop transport, and steamed across the Atlantic in July 1918 to begin carrying troops and other passengers between southern England and English Channel ports in France. Returning to the US in May 1919, she conducted passenger operations along the Eastern Seaboard until decommissioned in September 1919.. Card canceled with the “Hoboken Eagle.”
	US military medical personnel arrived in Europe in May 1917 and the first American combat troops arrived in June 1917, with the first Army Post Office in France opening on July 10. Initially operated by civilian employees of the USPOD Railway Mail Service (RMS), the US Army Postal Service distributed the mail to US troops from the US throughout France and other locations, as well as the mail from soldiers sending letters or packages home. It wasn’t until 1918 that the first all-military mail service in American history, known as the Military Postal Express Service (MPES), was put into operation. (See MPHS Bulletin, Vol. 57, Nos. 1-2, p. 27.)
	The US Postmaster General authorized the US Mail Agency in France on June 13, 1917, and authorized current US domestic letter rates to be used between AEF personnel in Europe and the United States. In this time period, the War Department issued directions that correspondence properly stamped with the censor's stamp, marked 'Soldiers Letter' and countersigned by an officer, would be forwarded through the base to any part of the United States without prepayment of postage, and only the single rate of postage would be collected on delivery.
	It was not until October 3, 1917 that Congress authorized, effective October 4, free mail privileges for “Soldiers, sailors and marines assigned to duties in foreign countries….” This legislation was implemented in Europe by General Order for the AEF on October 20, 1917. By this time, approximately 90,000 AEF personnel were serving in the European theater, and sending mail home.
	The covers in Figure 6 both exhibit station numbers from the initial “Low Series” of APOs ranging from 1 to 18. By mid-September, the US Army realized
	On July 18, 1917, it was announced that the French Government had agreed that the French postal service would allow AEF personnel free mail privileges for letters and postcards to the United States as long as such mail was marked ”Soldiers Letters” or “F. M” (Franchise Militare). In the US the equivalence of FM and Soldier’s Mail was recognized and such items were handled in accordance with existing regulations for military mail, being subjected to postage due without penalty.
	Figure 7. Top., Postmarked Paris, was most likely mailed around July 20. The sender of this postcard, Robert Whitney, was a member of Section Sanitaire Unit 68 (SSU 68) of the American Field Service. This was a volunteer organization that along with the American Red Cross, and the Norton-Harjes ambulance service, had 76 ambulance sections (each made up of 20 ambulances, a mobile kitchen and a truck) already overseas transporting wounded for the French and Italian armies when the US entered the war. Their function was solely that of transportation and did not include rendition of first-aid, establishment of dressing stations, or bearer work. SSU 68 during the summer of 1917 served on the front lines in France, where it frequently came under fire. In September 1917, some of its members transferred to the new US Army Ambulance Service, some to the American Red Cross (ARC) as ambulance drivers., and other into the US Army. Mr. Whitney, after serving with the AFS from June to September 1917, transferred to the US Army Aviation Service.
	Figure 7. Bottom. Postmarked Issoudun, message side dated August 21, with New York assessment of postage due and postmark of September 8, 1917. Issoudun Aerodrome, in the vicinity of Issoudun, Centre, was a complex of military airfields that was the largest air base in the world at the time. It had thirteen designated fields, numbered 1 through 12 and 14, but only eleven were put into operation before the war ended. They were used during World War I as part of the Third Air Instructional Center, AEF for training US airmen prior to them being sent into combat. By July 1917 the first Aero Construction Squadrons began to arrive in France and by early fall construction at the field was in full-swing. As with the prior item, this postcard was processed by the French postal system at no cost, but the “FM”/”Soldier’s Mail” endorsements did not yet qualify it for free mail treatment in the US, only postage due without surcharge for deficiency.
	Figure 8. Top. Postmarked Paris October 9, 1917. and franked with a 25 centime Sower stamp that paid the UPS surface letter rate. As the French postage fully paid for its carriage, there wass no need for the US POD to treat it any differently from regular mail from France. Whether the use of the French civilian system was done for this purpose or not, this letter had no military censorship.
	Figure 8. Bottom. Franchise mark, MPHS#302 (single ring with “★ US. Soldiers Mail ★ N A”). “The Postal History of the AEF 1917-1923, 2nd Edition,” indicates that this mark, and other variations of stamped “Soldiers Letter” markings were used to indicate that the letter was permitted the free franking privilege authorized by Congress on October 3, 1917. That makes no sense for this marking, used six weeks before free postage became available.
	Postage was also required on letters mailed from AEF personnel in England to the US at least in the period through October 20, 1917, before the creation of the free frank privilege. During WWI, there were no US Army Post Offices in England, so all mail from AEF personnel was processed through civilian post offices. From reference books and individual conversation with others (led by Al Kugel and Dick Kaiser). it appears that the free frank was allowed in England, and recognized by the USPOD. This applied to mail to the United States from AEF personnel who were assigned to training with the BEF or stationed at British military facilities in the UK, including soldiers who were temporary residents of hospitals, convalescent facilities or rest camps. Letters or postcard to the US sent by AEF members while on personal leave in the UK, or mail sent to UK addresses did require British postage at the correct and appropriate rates.
	Figure 9. Top. Mail from a recently arrived soldier of the 18th Engineer Regiment. The cover is uncensored, and was assessed 2 cents postage due, the current domestic letter rate without penalty. Recruiting for the 18th Engineers opened on May 12th, 1917 in San Francisco, and in late August 20, 1917, the Regiment docked in Liverpool and went to Camp Bordon, a British Army training center. By August 30, they were in France.
	Figure 9. Bottom. From soldier in 476th Aero Squadron (Construction), which had been organized at Kelly Filed, Texas, and arrived in England in January 1918. They were assigned to construction projects at the RAF Airfield at Lopcombe Corner, staying in England until their return to the US in December 1918. Middle Wallop is 8 miles from the airfield.
	The free franking privilege. only applied to letters and postcards of AEF personnel sent to the United States. Mail sent to any other country still required the appropriate international postage. Mail that was submitted for any type of special service required prepayment of the fees for that service. Te two services most often used for 1st class letters were registration and special delivery. The series 1916-17 10¢ (Scott#472) stamp was often used to pay either the domestic registered mail or the special delivery fee.
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