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2020 Fall Bulletin Presidents Message

Pulling this last column of my four year term as president
together has been a struggle. I have always tried in these
columns to maintain a positive tone. However four plus
months of quarantine and social distancing has gotten old.
Underneath all of it is the knowledge that COVID 19 can
be a grim reaper. In the last week, a family in our church
lost their grandfather after a three week struggle. As a last
resort I did a survey of recent stamp and non-philatelic
magazines for column ideas. What I found were three
recurring themes that can be summarized as ‘“‘adjust,
innovate and do not give up.” Not always these exact
words but the ideas are there.

An example in our hobby of innovation is the APS plan to
replace their brick and mortar national show with a virtual
stamp show. I have an exhibit on WWI American
volunteer ambulance drivers that I plan to submit. Our
secretary, Harold Krische, has made the suggestion that
we put on a MPHS presentation each day of the show. I
am struggling with this idea. I have this fear of talking to
my computer screen with nobody on the other side.
Maybe a fourth theme is needed — do not fear failure.
We’ll see on this one.

An earlier email blast of ours documented the problems
the Detroit Post Service mail distribution center was
having. After hiring a number of temporary workers, the
center appears to have recovered. I received the summer
bulletin (mailed on 6/25) about two weeks after mailing.
Two weeks is about the average for my paper bulletins to
arrive. Several weeks ago, a member wrote to say his
spring bulletin (mailed 3/25) arrived in mid-July and a
week later the summer bulletin arrived.

The domestic delivery times have improved, but probably
not so for some international mail. Several weeks ago |
checked the Postal Service website in doing research in
order to respond to a European member on why he had
not received a Bulletin lately. I found the website still has
a large list of international mail suspensions. In addition,
because of reduced flights between the U. S. and Europe,
the Postal Service is diverting mail to sea transportation.
The website does list the departure and arrival dates for
each shipment. As an example a shipment of 94,000 Ibs.
left the U.S. on 5/29 and was scheduled to arrive at
Rotterdam on 6/23. For those that collect modern postal
history there is probably an exhibit out there on COVID
19 and the mail.

In closing, in this time of stress, I would encourage
each of you to make adjustments, be innovative, do not
fear failure and do not give up. Above all else, be safe!

Editor’s Message

Members occasionally report receipt of the Bulletin.
These indicate arrival of the April issue in about 5 to 13
weeks (yes, that is over 90 days) after mailing. By
contrast, the earliest report of arrival of the July issue
indicated a 1 week transit; mine took about 15 days.
While things appear to be getting back to normal with
USPS, I am still sending this issue to the printer in mid-
August to increase the odds that you will get it in October.

Beyond those arrival reports, the response from members
has been remarkable for its near-total absence. I’ve had a
couple of Attaboys (Thank you!), one minor correction
(also Thank you; you can find it on page 12) and two
requests for FREE ADs (these appear on page 53).

This means either that I have been doing (almost)
everything right — which is hard to believe — or nobody
much cares — which is hard on my ego. Usually I include a
plea for articles in these messages. Now I’'m expanding
that to a plea for any sign of life. C’'mon guys and gals,
I’m starting to feel like the Maytag Repairman here.

I have intentionally pushed the envelope with a couple of
the articles in this issue. Even if you have nothing else to
say, I would appreciate your reactions to that. My goals do
not include making you rage over my editorial choices.

It is impossible to complain about a lack of material after
compiling 3 over-sized issues in a row (even if the first
was a double) — so, I won't. Which is not to say that I
won’t encourage you to write something for the Bulletin.

Just under 300 copies of the MPHS Bulletin go out to
members. Surely each member has at least one “war
cover” that you are proud to own — or that you have
owned for years and still have not been able to figure out.
If each of you were to send me a short write-up and a scan
or scans (300dpi .jpg, please) of that cover, we would
have the content for over a year of issues right there.

I have once again pushed back the reprint of the Helbock
article on the 6¢ Transport. This is because (a) I had
plenty of other material for this issue and, more
importantly (b) I have received scans of additional covers
for that project from only 6 members. I am hoping that the
latter is due to the late delivery of the April Bulletin to
many of you, and that there will be many more items to
supplement the article. In any event, I will run it, with
whatever covers have come in from members, in the
January issue, for sure.
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Report from Your IT Manager
by Bob Swanson

Many of us, including myself, have been told to stay inside,
due to the virus that has reached our shores. Unfortunately,
many stamp shows have been cancelled as well. So, during
this time I have been connecting with people using Zoom.
(There are a number of systems available for live video group
chats, Zoom is just one of them.)

In addition, I have enjoyed "attending" the virtual philatelic
seminars put on by the Collectors Club.

See: https://www.collectorsclub.org

You can register for one of their virtual seminars by visiting
the link: https://tinyurl.com/y7aqww23

If you have a computer, tablet, or phone with a decent internet
connection (and, yes, plenty of data on your plan), you should
consider using these types of tools to stay in touch, as well as
to learn more about our fascinating hobby

In the face of the Covid-19 interruptions, the American
Philatelic Society has become very Internet-oriented. By the
time you get this, their August 17-22 Virtual Stamp Show will
be long gone. However, thy APS likely will continue this sort
of thing during lockdown, so be sure to check in at
https://stamps.org/ from time to time.

Auction Manager’s Report
By Kelly Horn

Membership in an organization includes helping others
through sharing and learning. The MPHS is no different.
By consigning material, one helps another build their
collection in which they learn more about their particular
interest, which they can share with others.

The MPHS Auction consignor fee is 15% of the sales price;
and we do not charge a Buyer’s Fee. Consignors are
encouraged to describe their submitted lots and provide
aminimum bid for each lot. Consignors are also encouraged
to send scans of selected lots to the auctioneer.

MPHS Dues
Format* uUsS Canada Other
Electronic Only $20 $20 $20
Paper* $25 $30 $40

All members receive the electronic version of the Bulletin
via the MPHS website. Please send payments by check to
the Treasurer or, if paying via PayPal, add $1.50 for their
fees and send payment to dues@militaryphs.org

Scans should be 300dpi .jpg files, with one item per scan. It
would be helpful if you would put a lot identifier on your list
(eg, AA, BB, CC) in place of the lot number and use that for
the scan file name. Scans should be sent as attachments to an
email.

Check the premier military postal historian's offerings,
of Mike White. Visit Website, or contact via Email.

MPHS 2019 Budget
By Ed Fisher
Beginning Balance $19,953.86
Income:
Membership Dues $ 6,303.10
Book/CD Sales $ 753.00
Contributions $ 841.00
Auction Sales $ 1,628.19
CD Proceeds $62.162.56
Total Income: $71,687.85
Expenses:
Bulletin
Editorial $ 1,556.39
Printing & Mailing $ 5,423.08
Editor's Expenses $ 14221
Subtotal $ 7,121.68
Website:
Hosting $ 300.00
Subtotal $ 300.00
Other :
Paid to Auction Sellers $ 1,887.90
Dues Mailing $ 557.02
Bank Fees/Checks $ 24.50
ISBN Fee $ 295.00
Certificate of Deposit  $62,162.56
Officer's Expenses $ 855.15
Capitol Medals $ 19535
Insurance $ 68.25
Subtotal $66,045.73
Total Expenses: $73,467.41
Ending Balance: $18,174.30

Difference from 1/1/18:

$( 1,779.56)

DEADLINES

Bulletin Copy: October 15; March 1; May 1; August 1
Auction Lots: September 15; February 1; April 1; July 1

Mike White

Postal Historian

Worldwide Postal History, Censored Mail,
and Military Mail

Email: MikeWhiteUK«@aol.com

Website: www.mikewhiteuk.com
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KFOR: Two Decades of NATO Operations in Kosovo — Part 2
By Marc Parren
(Continued from MPHS Bulletin, Vol. 58, #3, April 2020)

Luxembourg. In April 2000, a reconnaissance platoon of

and

the Luxembourg army was integrated in the so-called
“Belgium-Luxembourg Kosovo Battalion”
(BELUKOSBAT) made up of four platoons (three Belgian
one Luxemburg) and based ~close to
Mitrovicé/Mitrovica. The Belgian-Luxembourg

cooperation came to an end in 2006. Next, from September
Mr DEBELLE Joseph 2006 the reconnaissance platoon operated under French
Ruede ka Malaciée Nr 77 command, and from March 2011 directly under KFOR HQ.

B - 5030 GEMBLOUX

BELGIQUE - BELGIU Luxembourg’s participation ended in October 2017 with 52
contingents and a total of 1178 troops.

EIFFES Remy SgiCh
Det LU KFOR 13
LEPOSAVIC / KOSOVO

Collection Konrad Meyer.

Netherlands. The Dutch army participated from the
beginning of the operation with around 600 soldiers of
the 41* Field Artillery Group and the 11th Mechanized
Artillery Group as well as 950 soldiers of the
Engineering Battalion based at the airport in
Prizren/Prizrenj (Gijsbers 2000). The contingent’s
coordination unit was based at the airfield of Petrovec in
Macedonia not far from Skopje. Most of these soldiers
were back home by July 2000 and by the end of the year
all had left Kosovo. Only in the year 2005 were the
Dutch present again with a small number of officers and
specialized troops.

Mail to Dutch military personnel could be addressed
through NAPO (Netherlands Army Post Office) 58.
They did not have a field post office available but made
use of a Facteur, who was responsible for handling mail.
All mail passed through the Military Postal Organisation
(MPO) based in Utrecht, the Netherlands where mail
from Kosovo would receive a NAPO 500 meter
franking.

Norway. Beginning in October 1999, Norway
contributed some 3,500 military personnel to KFOR
with an infantry battalion (and support units) totaling
some 1,200, including the Telemark battalion and the
Jegerkorpset-Akershus regiment. Norway provided in
addition transport helicopters, combat photography, a
cartographic service, medical and ambulance teams,
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From the logistics base at Petrovec , Macedonia, with
meter franking Frama type “EPS” No. 51677, 26 July
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Cancelled 15 August 2001 ‘FELTPOST 100D ‘ at
Camp Tor Hov in Fushé Kosové/Kosovo Polje
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sentries, and a translation service. The battalion was split between four local bases. The main contingent was
based at the military camp named Tor Hov at the southwest exit of Prishtin€/PriStina along the road leading to
Fushé Kosové/Kosovo Polje. Norway also had a base outside Skopje in Macedonia. The commander of the
national contingent was based here together with a Norwegian logistic section. For the last couple of years
Norway only participated with a few officers based at the KFOR Headquarters in Prishtiné/Pristina.

The principal FPO, Feltpostkontoret 100 BnHq, was located at camp Tor Hov where a circular postmark
‘FELTPOST 100D ‘as well as a roll cancellation with wavy lines was in use. The second FPO, Feltpostkontoret
100 Lebane, was located in Lebane some 10 km north of Prishtiné/Pristina along the road to
Podujevé/Podujevo. Here a circular postmark ‘FELTPOST 100E‘ was in use. In addition covers posted in
Kosovo are seen with ‘FELTPOST 100A° or ‘FELTPOST 100B¢ postmarks of which their location is unknown.

Poland began deploying troops on 23 June 1999. Its initial
contribution was an 800-person unit, comprising Polish

15¢| soldiers alongside troops from Ukraine and Lithuania. The
Nwd | a | 18" Landing Battalion from Bielsko-Biala, serving as
By - strategic reserve at SFOR in Bosnia, was based in
Urosevac/Ferizaj under US command at Camp Bondsteel.
During the years 2001-2005 the troop strength was reduced
to 574 soldiers then to around 300 troops and from the year

Nowed METER 2010 further reduced to over 200 soldiers.

Am Zuggraben 6

26188 FRIEDRICHSFEHN

GERMANY A
23 November 2000 Pitney Bowes meter reading i i T \ B
‘wojskowa poczta polowa’ (military field post) qﬁr_d’ Py P
Warszawa 60. Collection Konrad Meyer. e b"‘fuh e a8
s e 26188 FRIEDRICHSFEHN
2685 Jaeavion GERMANY
Portugal began deploying troops in July 1999 in the Klina
region of western Kosovo, part of an Italian command
brigade. Its initial contribution was a unit of 300 soldiers of
a Rapid Intervention Brigade, a Special Operations From Batallon de Adidos, cancelled Sacavém,
Detachment and a Tactical Air Control Detachment Portugal 21 May 2000 with postage paid

handstamp. Part of Charlie Group, I* Inf. Bn.
(1Bl), Intervention Brigade, Inf. Rgt. No. 13
deployed in Kosovo. Collection Konrad Meyer.

(TACD). These troops were also employed outside their
sector, namely in Mitrovicé/Mitrovica, to reinforce or
replace other units. From April 2001 Portugal gradually
withdrew its troops, first the Rapid Intervention Brigade, followed in August 2001 by the special operations
detachment and in February 2002 by the TACD. Between February 2003 and April 2004, Portugal participated
with 2 ambulances and 5 military personnel operating at PriStina Airport. From January 2005 until March 2011,
Portugal returned to the theater with a group of 300 troops based at Slim Lines Camp outside Prishtiné/Pristina,
acting as KFOR's reserve force. Next Portugal again reduced its troop strength to 163 personnel.

Russia. When NATO, led by the USA under the planned KFOR peacekeeping force, did not want to concede
Russia its own sector in Kosovo because of fears of a split in Kosovo, some 250 Russian paratroopers from
SFOR (Stabilisation Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina, another UN-mandated, NATO-led operation created in
1996) arrived unexpectedly in a column of about 30 armoured vehicles from Bosnia on 12 June 1999 at the
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airport of Prishtiné/PriStina. The Russians argued that since KFOR derived its mandate from UN Security
Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1244 of 10 June 1999, the security of Kosovo was no longer exclusively to be
made by NATO but also by other nations. That is how its rapid move was explained; and the capture of the main
airport Slatina of Prishtiné/PriStina, three hours before the arrival of the NATO troops, was seen as a great
success by the Russians. This move was also greeted with much approval by the Serb minority in Kosovo.
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GERMANY

576368 Mammelzen
Germany/Gjermania

| Task Force MALISEVO |

Russian triangular double eagle military service
letter free handstamp on cover cancelled German 9
April 2000 731 Feldpost code letter ,,m* based at the
Prizren/Prizrenj airfield. Collection Konrad Meyer.

Russian contingent of two companies was stationed
at Malishevé/Malisevo. Collection Konrad Meyer.

The NATO position was that this Russian intervention ahead of KFOR's deployment was not in accordance to
the agreements with Serbia. The US Supreme Allied Commander Europe, supported by the UN resolutions,
wanted to confront the Russians but was prevented by the British.

From July 1999 Russia put 1500 soldiers under KFOR command. In addition to regular peacekeeping duties,
the Russian contingent was responsible for refurbishing and operating Prishtiné/PriStina airport, contributing
directly to Kosovo’s recovery from the war. Russian troops also ran a hospital, which delivered crucial medical
services to the local population and has treated over 10,000 patients. Russia withdrew all its troops in July 2003.

Slovakia. Beginning 7 September 1999 Slovak troops
were active in KFOR. From 2001, a mechanised
company of 100 soldiers has been serving in Kosovo as
part of a joint Czech and Slovak battalion. The
Slovakian contingent was withdrawn by the end of
2010.

Sweden sent some 27 contingents, designated KSOI-
KS27, between October 1999 and December 2013. The
first Swedish force to arrive in Kosovo in October 1999,
KS01, had been planned as the 13™ Battalion contributed
to SFOR in Bosnia. Between 1999 and June 2004, the

Swedish contingents consisted of a battalion of about
850 men which occasionally included up to four
mechanized infantry companies, a staff/support
company and an infantry company. In 2004 the troop
size was reduced to a reinforced company. In 2009, the

From a member of the Slovak engineering unit
(Slovenska Zenijna jednotka) 2 October 2001, using
Austrian FPO AUCON KFOR 1503 code letter ,,a* at
Camp Casablanca in Suhareké/Suva Reka. Collection
Konrad Meyer.
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force consisted of 250 soldiers with an infantry company and a National Support Element (NSE) as well as

military police and intelligence units.

Until KS21 most of the Swedish force was located at
Camp Victoria in the village of Hajvali/Ajvalija just
outside Prishtiné/Pri§tina. In October 2010, with the
deployment of KS22, the troops moved to KFOR's
headquarters Film City in Prishtiné/Pristina.

In 2011, the Swedish contingent of approximately 70
soldiers was distributed over a National Support Element
(NSE), two Liaison and Monitoring Units and a group of
officers at KFOR's headquarters at Film City.

The Swedish contingent employed its own FPO which
used two different single circle postmarks: (a) 25 mm
diameter steel postmark with at the top the text FPO
SWERAP and in the middle the date; and (b) 27 mm
rubber postmark with at the top the text SWEBAT FPO
KOSOVO YU, below POSTEN, and in the middle the
date. KSO1 used the postmark FPO SWERAP until the
main field post office was completely operational.
SWERAP means "Swedish Rapid Response Force.” The
other contingents KS02-KS27 made use of the postmark
reading SWEBAT FPO KOSOVO-YU.
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Cancelled 22 November 1999, FPO SWERAP at Camp
Victoria in Hajvali/Ajvalija.
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Cancelled 14 September 2005 SWEBAT FPO
KOSOVO YU at Camp Victoria in Hajvali/Ajvalija

Martin Bohnstedt
ECAC Legal Advisor
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Switzerland, which because of its neutrality was not a member of the EU, NATO or the United Nations, still
followed up the UN Security Council Resolution 1244 by participating with its SWISSCOY contingent in
October 1999. It consisted of up to 220 volunteers of the Swiss army and was until Summer 2012 based at
Camp Casablanca in Suhareké/Suva Reka together with an Austrian contingent. Since then Switzerland still
participates but no longer with an infantry unit. The Swiss contingent is now present at the capital
Prishtiné/PriStina and in the camp in Novo Selo/Novo Sellé south of Mitrovicé/Mitrovica, and is mostly
involved in logistics, transport and pioneering work.

Mail was carried by a Swiss airplane to Basel Airport and cancelled by an undated Swiss military double circle
postmark in black.

Turkey pledged 1,000 troops in July 1999 to serve in rz&t&:}t{;&gﬁ:\?g hg-i“\ ‘
KFOR. The Turkish contingent was formed of 540 Gaalodre | RN s SEKE
personnel confined to Sector MNTF South consisting of <
a Maneuver Battalion (ManBN Dragash) based in Camp
Sultan Murat at Prizren/Prizrenj and Camp Sultan
Yildirim Beyazit at Dragash/Draga§ comprised of two
infantry companies, a marine company, a gendarmerie
train and a logistics company.
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Official cover cancelled Maltepe Askeri Lisesi, Subesi,
Narlidere (Maltepe Military School is based in Istanbul,
but here it concerns the branch (subesi) in Narlidere,
Izmir), double circle rubber handstamp ‘KFOR Turkish
Batallion and HQ Command’and a four-line handstamp
reading ‘General Chief of Staff, Kosovo Turkish Peace Force Command, Dragas Kosovo’ both in red.

POETA NARTI

KOMUTANLIGI
e MEKAMTE I TUGAY KOSEA TTGR. KOMUTANUIS

PRILHEN XOSOVA
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Cancelled 6 March 2002 Gulhana Ask. Hast., Etlik Ankara ;_‘-,m_sg; Gicne~ ¥ IRRLS
(in which Ask. stands for Askeri or military) with an arriving Wig. g

kroi ik Th.
Cankur [ ANEALA
Cancelled Genelkurmay, Ankara (Chief of Staff,
Ankara) from Dragash/Dragas sent by registered
mail to Turkish Cyprus.

handstamp in red reading KARA KUVVETLERI
KOMUTANLIGI, 28 NCI MEKANIZE PIYADE TUGAYI KOSOVA
TTG/K. KOMUTANLIGI, PRIZREN/KOSOVA (Ground Forces
Command, 28" Mechanized Infantry Brigade Command
Kosovo, Prizren Kosovo).

From late 2000 attacks by ethnic Albanian guerrilla forces on Macedonian police and security were noted. The
attacks began in small villages such as Tanusevci in western Macedonia, close to or on the Kosovo border,
where the Albanian minority is concentrated. In January 2001 a group calling itself the National Liberation
Army (NLA, or UCK in Albanian) claimed responsibility for the attacks on police forces. In March 2001,
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clashes spread to the city of Tetovo (located about 30 km west of the capital, Skopje). After a brief lull, fighting
resumed in several areas, reaching a new level in early June, as rebel forces captured towns just outside of
Skopje and to the north around Kumanovo. It was believed that that the rebels were primarily Kosovo
Liberation Army members who had infiltrated the country from Kosovo with the aim to create a pan-Albanian
state. Macedonian officials blamed NATO for not doing enough to disarm the Kosovo rebel forces, discourage
their encampment in the buffer zone between Kosovo and Serbia, or prevent their entry into Macedonia. On
June 14, the Macedonian president requested NATO’s assistance in disarming the rebel forces if a political
agreement was reached. By mid-August the parties signed the Ohrid agreement in Skopje in which the NLA
agreed to surrender its weapons under NATO supervision.

Following the signing ceremony for the peace agreement
on August 13, the alliance deployed a vanguard team of
about 400 troops, which was to be named Operation
Essential Harvest, to Macedonia. Some 11 NATO
member states contributed forces to the operation, which

MITRITETT|

KIVE O

totaled approximately 4,500 troops. Britain led

contributions with 1,400 armed forces. Next was Italy, : “—‘N 5

with 800; France, with 550; Germany, with 400; Greece, \gﬁf T\_il\; Saver Sk,
with 400; Canada and the Netherlands, each with 200; N Boo ploleene
Spain and Turkey, each with 150; the Czech Republic, LIRS
with 125; Belgium, with 100; Hungary, with 50; Norway, — N PAR FVION

i . MDF
TURK GOREV KUVVET K.LIGI
UsSKOP

with 12; Poland, with 6; and Denmark, with 1. NATO
forces established 15 collection centers to gather and
destroy weapons surrendered voluntarily by the NLA.
The Multinational Disarmament Force named Operation
Essential Harvest lasted only a few months.

Cancelled 25 October 2001 K. K. Komutanligi, Subesi,
Bakanliklar (Command, branch, General Staff based
in Ankara) and boxed handstamp ‘Multinational
Disarmament Force, Turkish Task Force Command,

From March 2018, a company of about 80 Turkish Skopje’to Turkish Cyprus.
soldiers was assigned to KFOR’s Multi-National Battle Group - East (MNBG-E), based at Camp Bondsteel.

Ukraine offered in 1999 to send 350 troops of the Polish-
Ukrainian battalion that had been established in
November 1997 to operate in Kosovo. Lithuania offered
30 soldiers from the Iron Wolf Brigade, part of the Polish-
Lithuanian battalion, to operate with the Polish-Ukrainian
battalion in Kosovo. They were based in Urosevac/Ferizaj
under the command of the USA at Camp Bondsteel.

YKPAHHCKA I'EJIHKONTEPCKA
EJHHHLIA
KFOR (Tloa¥Yxphar)
Tomrencsn are 479 Chonjed 1001
Penyfanka MAKEDONLIA
ZOZULIA Yuriy

Following the enlargement of the area of responsibility,
the Belgo-Luxembourg battalion was reinforced first in
December 2001 by a Romanian company and later by a

UKRAINE 81000
Jlssincnicn obancrs
m. fnopin

sy, Mymsins 36
BEPBEHEILb Toni

Ukrainian company. More recently the Ukrainian
contingent numbers 40 personnel of an engineering
regiment. They are based at KFOR HQ and responsible
for mine removal and disposal of explosive devices.

Sent by member of the Ukrainian contingent February
2001 to Ukraine. Collection Konrad Meyer.

United Kingdom. From June 1999, the UK contributed some 7,000 soldiers to KFOR. British mine-clearance
specialists were among the first across the frontier, while paratroops and Gurkhas leapfrogged ahead by
helicopter to seize the first open ground beyond the border. Later they were based at the military camp named
Murphy Line at the southwest exit of Prishtiné/PriStina along the road leading to Fushé Kosové/Kosovo Polje.
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In 2001, the Scottish Black Watch, and the 1st Battalion of the The Royal Regiment of Wales were active in
Kosovo. From 2017, the UK contributes some 30 troops.

| 1
F & ] L.
{&%rmgm’ u ﬁ s % )
) . - - </ SN | E.] ll ! . g ‘36,‘
- };:1:'}:[-%.'];%);}]'“]' E—g o g C)?
- — .. d / A Royal Mail s § Lg;: §
A sl 9
MARC PARAEA BE =~ 1.5 2 :_f_i
. Gl BN WALEM NLENM j: 1 Q
T ezl Bt |
*ﬂnnniz?zm&* Ovo E .._lz'-(‘a| $ . g
7] < [ o

Registered cover with registration slip. The registration
slip was cancelled 6 December 2001 FPO 390 at
Prishtiné/Pristina, while the postage stamps on the Additional service plzase ask at time of purchase
cover 10 December 2001 Mount Pleasant (Central Mail o e
Centre in London)

The following BFPOs have been active in Kososo: BFPOs 555 (Skopje), 559 (Prishtiné/Pristina ), 561 and 564.
FPOs 65 (packet) 191, 350, 390 were at least in use. At BFPO 559 (Pristina) the following postmarks were in
use: a metal double ring canceller with killer blocks Field Post Office 390 used at the counter to cancel receipts,
registration slips, money orders and (rarely) affixed postage stamps; and at the back office a metal ring canceller
Forces Post Office 191 to cancel postage stamps on cover, a rubber ring canceller Forces Post Office 243 to
cancel postage stamps on uneven or pressure sensitive dispatches, and a rubber rectangular canceller British
Forces Post Office 236 Parcel Post for cancelling parcel post. Registration of letters was available as well as
postal orders.

From early 2000 through March 2017 the e-bluey P bluey :é‘%:
service was also available to these BFPOs operating =N ==
in Kosovo. Royal Mail provided also a worldwide
service called RealyOne which enabled internet
users to reach people who weren’t online, or who
required hard copies of letters. The e-blueys were
sent to a special machine at the BFPO, printed and
sealed automatically in a special envelope. The

message is undated and has a code printed above

the address Wlth the BFPO number (Daynes 2000) Incoming E-Bluey to BFPO 559 at Prishtiné/Pristina sent
in 2001 by the author from Wageningen, the Netherlands.
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Stamps Required — Part 2
By Richard D Martorelli
(Continued from MPHS Bulletin, Vol. 58, #3, April 2020) Copyright reserved by author February 22, 2020
[Correction to Part 1: The first day of the “war emergency rate” was November 2,1917, not November 3.]

Mail sent by AEF personnel that was other than 1* class also required prepayment of postage.

Figure 12 shows two examples of wrappers, both with " - —

AEF censor markings indicating overseas origin. At this o2 ”z( KPERIEAR
time, the transient 2™ class rate for newspapers and | Lol /a3 a‘"\‘-"‘*-- vm_c,n_
; - (.«h .C. Y

periodicals was $0.01 for 4 ounces and the single-piece
3" class rate for miscellaneous printed matter was $0.01 : e L =
for 2 ounces. Both wrappers haI:l appropriate postage to _ f/ / 1<. coﬂ&( =4
be used to send unit newspapers or copies of Stars and : < \'5}’ “f‘lc"\ "W\
Stripes to the US. Stars and Stripes was published
weekly in France by the American Expeditionary Forces L T =
from February 8, 1918, to June 13, 1919. The Bl IEERE
newspaper's mission was to provide soldiers with the s wians,

latest news from home and the AEF, and publishing e a T 77

cartoons and humorous writing. It also helped strengthen b S e

the morale of the troops and to promote unity within the | eamz = 2 5

American forces, then widely scattered (in February R e A e
1918) across the Western Front, training with and Figure 12

supporting the British and French armies.
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Postage was also required on
packages and souvenirs that the
troops sent home from Europe.
Figure 13 illustrates two uses of
parcel post mailings.

The top item is an envelope
postmarked in March 1919 (cancel
type 5001) with 12¢ postage that
paid the Zone 8 rate for one pound.
(Note the stretch marks at the edges
of the cover.) The USPOD had
declared that all parcel post
shipments between the AEF and the
US would be categorized as Zone 8.
While, as part of the means to raise
revenue for the war, the USPOD also
imposed, effective December 1,
1917, a special War Tax on all
mailings with 4™ class postage
greater than $0.24. This additional
war tax did not apply to parcels to or
from the AEF. The second use of

«—-Figure 14 1 Figure 13

parcel post shows the mailing of a war souvenir
home to the US. The $0.24 postage was appropriate
for a two pound, Zone 8 mailing, which matches the
average weight of a German WWI Stahlhelm
helmet.

During World War I, there were a number of
civilians that worked for or in support of the AEF.
Different from the World War II experience, none of
these civilians were given the free frank privilege
even while they were in the active combat zones of
the war.

One of the largest and most widespread support
organizations was the YMCA. A total of 26,000
paid staff of men and women served with the
YMCA, along with 35,000 volunteers attending to
the spiritual and social needs of an armed force of
4.8 million troops. It performed 90 per cent of all
welfare work with American Expeditionary Forces
in Europe. The YMCA operated 26 R&R leave
centers in France, 4,000 "huts" and tents for re-
creation and religious services, 1,500 canteens and
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post exchanges and provided humanitarian services for more than 5 million prisoners of war in both Allied and
Central Powers camps.

Figure 14 illustrates several covers sent by YMCA personnel to the US, all bearing postage at the appropriate
wartime rates (November 1917 to June 1919) of $0.03 for letters and $0.02 for postcards. On the envelope with
the return address of APO 705, the 2 cent George Washington stamp is a single from an AEF Booklet Pane
(Scott#499f). These were specially printed panes of 30 stamps of the 1 cent and 2 cent stamps that were
originally intended to be convenient for use in the Army Post Offices in the field. These special stamps arrived
in France in August and September 1917; shortly thereafter Congress approved the free frank privilege. for AEF
personnel. This eliminated the need for large quantities of postage stamps. Some stamps were still needed,
however, for mail of the YMCA personnel and those of other civilian organizations.

Much of the YMCA mail can be identified either by context or the return address of 12 Rue d’Aguesseau, Paris.
The cover shown as cancelled at the 3™ Army Headquarter in Coblenz, Germany uses that Paris return address.

Postage was also required by the British Post Office and military on mail from YMCA workers. The bottom
cover has 1%2d postage matching the $0.03 US domestic rate according to the treaty in force (see below) and
bears AEF Base Censor handstamp “Examined by/ L 10” (Type 4.3) and sealing tape on the left side.

e - S —w.

Many Quakers have refused to serve in the military and,
like other pacifists, were persecuted for their beliefs.
Yet, the Quaker belief is not a passive acceptance of
evil, but a belief in the positive expression of love and
reconciliation. As an active commitment to peace,
English and American Quakers engaged in relief and
reconstruction work in Europe during and after World
War I. They provided civilian relief in France, Belgium,
Russia, Serbia, Austria, and Poland, and among the
interned "alien enemies" in Great Britain. They provided
food and medical care to refugees and rebuilt villages
and houses destroyed in the fighting.

Again, being civilians, their mail was subject to regular _
postal rules and rates. The cover in Figure 15 was Figure 15

mailed by a Quaker from a British Army Post Office in

Paris on November 3, 1917. In 1908, Great Britain and the US agreed to a postal treaty that effectively applied
the US domestic letter rate to mail between the two countries (then at US $0.02/0z to GB and GB 1d/oz to the
US). Mail could be sent unpaid or short paid, and any amount due was collected at double the deficiency.
Unlike the United States, the British military allowed the Society of Friends the free mail privilege. This,
however, was not recognized by the USPOD, which rated this envelope as four cents postage due for double the
US $0.02 rate. The Post Office apparently took into account that the letter was in transit when the US war rate
increased from $0.02/0z to $0.03/0z on Nov2, 1917.

Another civilian support organization with great presence was the American Red Cross. Its primary missions
were to provide service to the American Armed Forces, service to Allied military forces, particularly the French,
service to civilian victims of war, with an emphasis on the children of Europe, and limited service to American
and Allied prisoners of war. Among the many Service Corps were the Nursing Corps (19,931 were assigned to
active duty with the Army, Navy, US. Public Health Service, and the Red Cross overseas) and the Hospital
Service. (Many of the Red Cross nurses and well over 2,000 nurse’s aides, physicians and dietitians served in
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military and veterans hospitals). Among the lesser
known theaters of operation were the Red Cross’ efforts
for the support of the troops and civilians in the North
Russian and Siberian Expeditions of the Allied North
Russia Intervention in 1918-1920. Approximately one
hundred and thirty nurses and fifty nurse's aides
participated in service in Siberia. As these were all
civilians, they did not have the free frank privilege for
mail. The top cover in Figure 16 was mailed by a Red
Cross nurse’s aide from Siberia. Postmarked June 6,
1919, it bears three cents postage for the 1st class rate.

While on the subject of Siberia, another specialized
group supporting the Allied North Russia Intervention
was the Russian Railway Service Corps. This was a
semi-military  organization of American railway
engineers and technicians formed by the Department of
State in September 1917 at the request of the Provisional
Government of Russia to operate the Trans-Siberian,
Chinese Eastern, and Ussuri Railways. The first
contingent of 350 men under the command of Colonel
George Emerson arrived in Vladivostok on December
14, 1917, but did not land due to ice in the harbor and a
lack of quarters ashore. Consequently they wintered in

Figure 16

Nagasaki, Japan. Part of the unit went from there to Harbin in March and the rest to Vladivostok in August,
1918. Evacuation of the entire RRSC from Siberia was completed by July 1920. The bottom illustration in
Figure 16 shows a letter mailed by a RRSC member in July 1919 from Siberia bearing two cents postage.

During their period of service, the men of the RRSC were clothed in United States Army uniforms, wore the
insignia of United States Army officers, and were armed. Their time in service was accepted by the US

Government in lieu of the actual military service. However,
after the war, the US Government decided that these men
had always been civilians, and denied these men honorable
discharge certificates and veteran status.  Part of the
Government’s argument was based on that the fact that the
RRSC was not allowed to use the free frank accorded to
military personnel. Finally, after losing in court cases, the
US Government in 1973 provided honorable discharge
certificates and veteran status to the approximately three
dozen remaining men.

While the language of the October 1917 Congressional
grant of the military free frank referred to “Soldiers, sailors
and marines assigned to duties in foreign countries,” there
seems to have been some confusion over the application of
the military free frank to troops serving in the Caribbean.
The top cover in Figure 17 was mailed in early 1918 by a
member of the 9" Marine Regiment, which was formed in
November 1917, and assigned duty in the Caribbean as a

— = )
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Figure 17
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mobile force in readiness. The battalion’s mission was to keep order in the vital sugar-producing agricultural
regions of Cuba. However, a companion piece, has no postage, and no markings for postage due.

P
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Figure 18

Stamps were also required on mail from civilian crew
members on ships traveling between the US and foreign
ports in the war zone. Figure 18 shows a cover mailed
by a civilian sailor on the SS San Jacinto and
postmarked at APO 702, Paris. During the period the
United States participated in World War I, SS San
Jacinto, an American commercial passenger-cargo ship,
served under US. Army charter in convoys from New
York to St. Nazaire. Although the US Navy considered
acquiring San Jacinto, she remained under Army control
through the end of the war. After the war, the ship
returned to commercial service. She was used again for

cargo transport in WWII, and was sunk by a German U-boat in April 1942.

If the civilian crewman chose to use a foreign postal
service, he was of course required to pay the local
postage. Figure 19 shows a cover mailed in November
1918, by a crewman of the USAT Sherman. This ship
was assigned to the US. Army Transport Service (ATS)
Pacific Fleet. This part of the US Army operated
transport ships for both troop transport and cargo service
between United States ports and overseas posts, and was
different from the Army Transportation Service, created
in France in 1917 to manage American Expeditionary
Forces transport. The ATS ships, prefixed “USAT” were
Army owned and directed but crewed by civilian

YMCA
A 4
THennr Fellas VO fie
Voo
‘_?'ch.m»{i;—
e ¢

Figure 19

merchant mariners. The USAT Sherman made many voyages across the Pacific to support garrisons in the
Philippines, Hawaii and Alaska, and in 1918 was one of the ships used to bring US troops to Siberia.

The Farmera' Loon & Trust Co., Ltd.,
39 & 41 Boulovord Eaussmum,
Farise

APt

Figure 20

The last type of mail requiring postage to be
discussed here is letters from civilians who were in
the direct employment of the AEF.

As part of the Administrative and Technical Staff of
the AEF General Staff Headquarters, the Director
General of Transportation (DGT) was responsible
for the operation, maintenance and construction of
all railways and canals under American control and
with the construction and maintenance of wharves
and roads. and of shops and other buildings for
railway purposes. Another part of the General Staff
was the AEF Chief Engineer. This office had
command of the AEF's utilities and transportation,
and was responsible for camps, depot, forestry
service and other types of building and rebuilding
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for the support of the AEF. Both areas were responsible for significant amounts of construction work and
planning, and required the services of trained draftsmen and clerks as an integral part of the work.

The covers shown in Figure 20 represent both external and internal correspondence. The top cover, franked with
$0.03 postage, mailed from a civilian draftsman in Paris in February 1918 bears postage canceled with a “Flag”
series machine cancel (MPHS Type 6001). These cancels were used at only a few large and stationary APOs.
Note that although this is early 1918, the cancel still displays the initial “low series” APO number 2 in the
cancel. In April 1918, a machine with 702 was also be placed in service.

The bottom cover though mailed by a civilian working at the Headquarters of the Service of Supply, was
censored and sent from Tours to Paris without postage or other military mail endorsement and was accepted by
the French postal service without charge. The postmark is “Flag” with APO 717 reading down (Type 6011).

As part of the US Army's post-armistice education aims, General Pershing wanted to support the needs of
soldiers in their future role as civilians pushing the United States forward. He wrote “This citizen army must
return to the United States prepared to take an active and intelligent part in the future progress of our country.”
There were many educational opportunities offered after World War I to personnel in the AEF. Some stayed in
Europe and studied at major educational centers such as the Sorbonne, London's Inns of Court, or the University
of Edinburgh. Beyond the university level, other
educational opportunities of various sorts were made

Db st o available to virtually every soldier in the AEF.
—wf ot (—-J~(-:£ _/ﬁ?_){/f i
posT_ L [ g

One of the largest programs was the AEF's own
university at Beaune, created from nothing in a few
short weeks to give soldiers academic opportunities at
the college level. For a few months in the spring of
1919, this university was the largest in the English-
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‘;:/(D/ﬁ : L / o ” e é—’; speaking world. Thirteen programs were taught,

p 79 c"’_ S :_«-__," /) "_ 4 i including Agriculture, Letters, Fine and Applied Arts,
R R S Education, Journalism, Correspondence, Engineering,

& ' | Music, Business Administration, Law, Medicine,
Figure 21 Science and Citizenship. The program was created in

partnership with the Army Education Committee of the
YMCA, and about 300 men from the YMCA became instructors for the AEF University. Others came from the
colleges and universities of the US, including Professor Earle G. Linsley, the sender of the cover shown in
Figure 21. A professor of science and later astronomy, he came from Mills College in Oakland, CA.

As civilians, he and other instructors had to put postage on their mail. Censorship was still in effect for AEF
mail at this time, including mail from civilians. The stamps are cancelled by an illegible Military Postal Express
Service cancel of the A4000 double-ring type. This envelope must have been filled to bursting, based on the
nine cents triple-weight postage.

In summary, there were multiple times and reasons why mail from AEF personnel, or others connected to the

war effort, would have had to use stamps on their mail. Identifying the reasons and finding examples is just one
more of the many byways that can be followed in the pursuit of this postal history.
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Bermuda: Non-denominated US Stamps Used by Military Personnel
By Horst Augustinovic

On 29 May 1978 the postage rate for domestic US letters was increased from 13¢ to 15¢. Because of the
uncertainty when this rate increase would actually become effective, the USPS introduced the “A” stamps and
had them stored at various distribution centers, ready for delivery to all post offices across the country. Due to
successive rate increases between then and 1999, these were followed by stamps with values equal to the
prevailing domestic letter rate bearing the letters B though H. Additionally, when the domestic letter rate was
increased from 21¢ to 25¢ on 22 January 1991, a no-letter non-denominated stamp valued at 4c was issued to
allow holders of the “E” stamp to make up the new rate represented by the “F” stamp.

Dates and Values
A 05/29/78 15¢ D 02/01/85 22¢ G 12/13/94 32¢
B 03/15/81 18¢ E 03/22/88 25¢ H 01/10/99 33¢
C 10/11/81 20¢ F 01/22/91 29¢

According to UPU rules throughout most of this time period, all stamps used on international mail had to show
a numeral figure denomination, and the non-denominated stamps were only to be used on domestic mail. This
was the position of the USPS until 1995. Notwithstanding these rules, some US military personnel in Bermuda
used the non-denominated stamps on mail to pay local utility bills, etc. — with varying results.

The US Navy in Bermuda appears to have
had no objection, but used a smudge,
probably made with the ends of a 4-bar
killer, to cancel the stamp.

Bownuwcla é}ﬁ,ﬁmw@y L70
PO Box so2e ‘”s (Sl Sages
32&19'“ ézbv’l 5 1_3 )g--'.‘;.".‘:":‘m -
B B

HeaniSon, $ PUSTAG» nw"L—

g

Above, mailed at FPO 09560 Unit 1 in
Southampton. The NY-Bermuda rate then in
effect was 30¢, 18¢ which was (improperly)
allowed to be paid by the B stamp.

Siﬁmv"n

As with the topmost cover, FPO 09560 in St.
Davids treated this as a [US!]domestic
letter:
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Apparently two wrongs can make a right.
The first E stamp was rejected, and the cover
was returned for postage. The NY-Bermuda
rate was changed from 33¢ to 45¢ on 4/3/88.
Two E stamps of 25¢ each were accepted, even
though improperly used on non-domestic mail.

AFTER 8 DAYS RETURN TO

b hoaod s

ZIP CODE

e

0.0, Aoy {103
Honulde fm O

A VA VA W W W W

25¢ entire (“25” is covered by 15c stamp),
25¢ in denominated postage, and 4¢ non-
denominated  “make-up”  stamp  issued
1/22/91= 54¢, overpaying the 50¢ airmail
rate then in effect. Hard to argue that the 4¢
stamp was improperly used, since it was not
needed — so nobody did.
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Mis-rated at the 30¢ per half ounce rate in
effect prior to 2/17/85, when the letter rate to
Bermuda was raised to 33¢. FPO 09560
correctly treated this as an international letter
from New York, rather than a domestic letter
within Bermuda, but incorrectly allowed 22¢ of
this to be paid by a D-stamped entire
supposedly valid only for US domestic mail.

First mailed through the FPO (US pointing
hand) which properly rejected the F stamps
though 2 x 29¢ would have overpaid the 50¢
US airmail rate in effect in April 1991. So,
the sender re-mailed it through the Bermuda
Post Office for less.
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Russian Fieldpost in North Korea, 1950?

By Anthony Bard, FRPSL
e 363&% : — Registered military field post cover sent on
L,w % gp % “ﬁf ) 29 June 1950 (4 days after the beginning of
% ik .%M = You 13 the Korean War). Field Post 59205 cancel

with military censor mark applied on the
reverse.
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It is interesting to note that the sender of ' : ! \
this letter, from Field Post number 57205, .
gave his return address as Field Post ] | ; .
number 68061 to where he would probably . SR o |

be relocating.

Addressed to North Korea, Pyongyang / The House of Culture VOKS / Filipkinoy Marii Fedorovne. Correctly
prepaid for a local (not international) registered letter, franked with USSR stamps totalling 1 ruble 80 kopeks.

Outside the USSR, after 1946 field post correspondence was only used by Soviet troops in occupied territories
(e.g., Korea, East Germany, Hungary, Poland, etc.). Registered letters sent through field post offices after 1946
are extremely rare and normally have NO censor mark. Moreover, no international letters sent with Field Post
cancellations from the Russian army in one foreign country to another (say, from Germany to Hungary) are
recorded. Thus, the only situation in which this letter could exist is if it had been sent from the Russian Army
within North Korea to a Pyongyang addressee in a Russian military or governmental organisation located there,
such as, in this case, VOKS.

Officially, Soviet troops had withdrawn at the end of 1948, but diplomatic representation was maintained,
together with military observers and advisors who replaced ground troops. The nominal mission of the USSR
All-Union Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries (known as ‘“VOKS’) was to promote peace and
understanding between the Soviet people and other peoples of the world. However, the actual mission of VOKS
was to promote Soviet ideology, policy, and influence overseas.

VOKS began its mission in France in the 1920s. VOKS even operated in the USA, where it supported a number
of pro-Soviet civil society organisations such as the American Society for Cultural Relations with Russia
(established 1926).

In North Korea following World War II VOKS played an important role in establishing the legitimacy of Soviet

hegemony. Cultural delegations of North Koreans were taken to the Soviet Union to bear witness to the great
accomplishments of the worker’s revolution, and the House of Culture in Pyongyang projected this message.
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The German Post Office Rifle
By Robert Collins

The German “Post Office Rifle” was the forerunner of the Karabiner K-98 bolt action rifle that was used
throughout WWII.

The Treaty of Versailles signed on June 28, 1919 placed many restrictions on the German military. These were
enforced by an Inter-Allied Military Control Commission with a staff of inspectors with unlimited powers. To
say that the Germans resented these restrictions is a gross understatement. As early as 1922 a group of German
business men held a meeting about their industrial potential. In 1924 a secret meeting was held with the
Weapons Research and Development Office of the Reichswehr, to determine their industrial capacity to begin a
secret rearmament program.

Shortly after 1924 the Mauser company decided to quietly get back into the military rifle business. They took
notice that the long barreled Gewehr 98 rifle, used by the German Army in WWI, had not been easy to handle in
the trenches, and was far too long to handle in vehicles. They called their new rifle, based on a shortened barrel
design of WWI Gewehr 98 rifle, the “Standard Model.” Herr Hauser, a designer of the Mauser sporting rifles,
was said to have designed this first “short” rifle.

Adolph Hitler became Reichschancellor, January 30, 1933, just before the second International Disarmament
conference opened in Geneva. Because France insisted on programs unacceptable to Germany, Hitler walked
out of the conference, and Germany withdrew from the League of Nations. On April 4, 1933 Hitler introduced
his secret rearmament program. At the time Germany was near collapse because of unemployment. But thanks
to the rearmament programs Germans were able to go back to work, and the country prospered. Consequences
aside, it was said that putting people back to work was the one good thing Hitler did for the German people.

In late 1933 Mauser Werke
introduced  their new
version of the Standard
Model rifle, known as the
RIFLE FOR THE
GERMAN POST OFFICE.
The Post Office had
requested the new short
rifles for their Postschutz
(Postal Protection Service)

#2 - Mauser “Gewehr fur Deutsche Reichpost” rifle. Shorter barrel (23.6 inches), turned down because of the increasing

bolt handle, finger grooves on side of stock, side sling, front barrel band held on with a pin, . . . .
diﬂfe::[ 1:“"‘81[ vear sight. Post Office Rifle, cover name to dupe the Allied Inspectors. mail I'ObbCI'lCS, lIlCllelIlg
post offices in rail cars, and

for guarding post offices
during violent demon-
strations. The type of rifles
wanted by the Post Office
were identical to rifles that

#3- Karabiner K-98 adopted by the Wehrmacht June 21, 1935. From then until the end of the

war, 1945, they didn't change much (except for special soldiers like mountain troops with a the Army W()uld require
bigger butt-plate) and now had barrel bands held on with same spring. They were made by h . d h . 1
several different contractors over the years. when 1t rearmed. Technica

Director Otto von
Lossnitzer of the Mauser
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Company, later revealed that the Post Office rifle was a Camouflage (Fake) name used for these rifles that,
when delivered to the government, were distributed to political formations like the SA and SS units. The Allied
Inspectors were none the wiser.

The new rifle had a turned down bolt, side mounted sling, recess in the stock under the bolt handle, and the
front stock band was held in place by a pin (that, because it could come loose and fall out, was later corrected).
Post Office Rifles were made in 1933 and 1934, with the dates and Mauser Logo being stamped on the top of
the receivers.' In 1934 besides the Post Office Rifles, regular K-98 rifles were being made with the code letter
“K” instead of the date. In 1935 the code letter was “G”, but in 1936 the real date of manufacture was stamped
on the receiver top as the German military didn’t care anymore about hiding the date of manufacture.

I have been a stamp and cover collector for over 77 years. During these years I have formed several widely
varied collections, assembled my own philatelic library, and exhibited several of my collections. Stamp
collecting led me to become a collector of other things. One example is old hand crank record players that play
Cylinder, 78rpm, Fat Edison, and 45s, records; another is firearms.

When I first learned that these Post Office Rifles existed I knew I had to have one. They are a little-known piece
of history and are very hard to find. I have owned my original 1933 rifle for 35-40 years. It is one of only three
that I know to have to come on the market in all these years (one 1934 and two 1933). I can tell my example
was brought back by a GI because of the stock “Duffel Bag Cut” — to fit inside a military Duffle Bag the stock
was cut in half under the barrel band, so the cut cannot be seen unless the rifle is taken apart.? There must be
very few of these Post Office Rifles in original condition as they went through the destruction of the war years.

I will always be looking for stamps and covers for a new collection to keep me busy. During this virus lock-
down I am forming a Solomon Island stamp collection to keep busy. My interest grew when I read several
WWII books on the fighting that went on there. Thank you stamp collecting for keeping my sanity.

Editor’s Note

1 expect some reaction along the lines of “What is an article about a rifle doing in the MPHS Bulletin?” Well, 1
figured: the subject is historical; it relates to the postal service and to the military, and when Bob sent it to me [
found it both educational and fascinating. Please let me know whether you approve or disapprove of this sort of
Editorial pushing the boundaries.

When I received Bob's article, I began to wonder if there were any other weapons
designed for postal services. So far I have found only one indirect connection: to the
Thompson Submachine Gun. It was developed too late for WWI and therefore not of
interest to the US Army when it came on the market in 1921. “The first U.S.
government customer was actually the United States Postal Inspection Service and
the weapon was carried by agents to protect mail on trains and in trucks.”
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/us-postal-service-loved-historic-machine-gun-
143162).

1  Alot of information on these rifles can be found in the fine book Backbone of the Wehrmacht by Richard D Law. This book
covers in great detail the German rifles from the 1934 Post Office Rifles to the K-98 WWII rifles made until 1945.

2 On my Post Office Rifle the firing proof markings are Crown over B, G, N, and U, instead of the later Nazi Eagle. Parts have
matching serial numbers and are milled instead of being stamped. There is no import marking by a firearms company which can
lower the collector value a bit.

22 Military Postal History Society Bulletin Vol. 58, No. 4, October 2020



Benito Alonso, Postman of the Spanish Refugee Camps in France
By Dr. Jesus Garcia Sanchez

Introduction

In July 17, 1936 Francisco Franco and other generals staged a coup against
the democratic government of the Spanish Second Republic. The country
was divided. Until April 1, 1939, Spain suffered a cruel civil war, which
caused half a million deaths. The victory of Franco, allied to Hitler and
Mussolini, gave way to a dictatorship until November 1975. During the
decades of that regime, tens of thousands of persons were shot or
imprisoned for their political ideas.' In addition, half a million people had
to go into exile, for fear of being persecuted.

Most of the exiles left Spain in February 1939, a few weeks before the end
of the civil war. They were received as refugees in France, in very difficult
conditions. In south-eastern France, Argelés-sur-Mer, Le Barcarés and
Saint-Cyprien placed tens of thousands of people in improvised camps on
the beaches outdoors, in the February cold. Later, the French army built :
some camps with barracks, such as those at Septfonds and Gurs. Benito Alonso’

With the beginning of World War 11, the situation became very complicated. Jews began arriving in Gurs and
other camps of France, from where they were sent to the death camps. In 1945, though the camps were closed,
the situation for the Spanish remained difficult, because they could not return to their country for fear of being
politically persecuted, and had to stay in France or go to other countries.

Many people died in the camps. Even, dozens of babies were born in the camps and died without leaving there
in their entire short life. But for many it was their salvation.

The camps for Spanish refugees had many public services, such as schools, and there was also a complex postal
service, although the letters were subject to strong censorship. This article analyzes the postal aspects of the
Spanish refugee camps in France. It’s done through an exceptional testimony, that of a protagonist of the events,
Benito Alonso Gémez, postman of various camps.

Biography of Benito Alonso

Benito Alonso Gémez (b. Riotuerto, 1911 - d. Madrid, 1992) joined Correos (the Spanish postal service) at
the age of 17 and would be linked to the postal services for half a century. Very early he became a member
of the Unidn General de Trabajadores, UGT, the socialist union and also of PSOE, the Socialist Party. During
the civil war, as a Captain, he was the chief of several Republican Correo de Camparia offices (APO’s). On
January 9, 1939, he went into exile in France. He worked as a postman in La Tour de Carol, Septfonds and,
chiefly, Gurs refugee camps. In 1944 he began working at the main post office of Pau (the capital of the
Pyrénées-Atlantiques department, 50 km to Gurs), where he would remain until his retirement in 1976. He
participated in the organization of dozens of groups of the PSOE and the UGT in France in exile. He was a
clandestine member of the UGT and PSOE National Committees from 1956 to 1976. He participated in
dozens of meetings of the international postal unions. When Spain became a democratic country again, in

1 The repository of the people that Franco considered his enemies (now preserved in the National Archives, at Salamanca), has a
million nominal files.

2 Benito Alonso in the X VI International Postal Telegraph and Telephone Congress, Florence (Italy), September, 19, 1957. ©
Archives “Fundacion F. Largo Caballero,” Alcald de Henares (Spain).
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1976, he was able to return to his country, though he continued living most of the time with his family in
the French city of Pau.

I was extremely lucky to meet Benito and maintain an intense correspondence with him. The texts of this article
that appear here in italics are taken from the letters he sent me in 1990 and 1991. I had the opportunity to
interview him at his home, at Pau, in 1992, a few days before he died. In the English translation, an attempt has
been made to respect Benito's text, although some few sentences have been adapted to ease the reader's
understanding. In some chapters, I have taken the liberty of adding some paragraphs. Normally, the added
phrases coming from my research in the French archives.

This article also serves as a tribute to a freedom fighter in difficult times.

The Early Days of the Refugee Camps

The French military authorities were “parking” the Republicans who were arriving in the Pyrenees in a
meadow. After three or four days of being there, the gendarmes on duty began to try to distribute the first
letters that had arrived at the post office of La Tour de Carol. When they were "singing"” the names, with
total ignorance of Spanish, they did not find the possible recipients. I offered, with other colleagues, as
postal professionals, to help the gendarmes in the distribution of mail, which they accepted with pleasure.
They asked another colleague and me to meet the Maréchal de Logis — Chef (brigadier) the next morning
to go with him to the town to pick up the mail at the town post office and take care of distributing it later
in the camp. From the first day we were entrusted to ensure the service of collection and distribution of
the mail sent or received by the internees, for which purpose a gendarme drove us by car daily. The postal
service worked regularly to the satisfaction of all internees. For this reason, the military leaders of the
camp held us until the last expedition to the camp under construction in Septfonds.

Two days after arriving to camp, in the second half of March, 1939, the chief asked us if we wanted to
organize the post office in the new camp, for which he gave us full responsibility. He also provided a car
to go every day to the town the post office, to which our function as representatives of the camp port office
was confirmed. We fully organized the service with the help of other trusted internees who we knew,
beginning in facilities that were improvised as the construction of barracks expanded.

The volume of mail, much of it from other camps, quickly increased considerably. The internees were
notified to go to the barracks where the service was originally installed and what arrived was delivered to
them there. When the barracks were finally built and numbered and the letters were in the correct
direction, we delivered them directly to the internees. The mail that the internees sent was deposited in the
facility that we had for the service.

Camp de Gurs

After two months of being in Septfonds, when we had already organized the service in a barrack where we
had managed to get adequate tables, chairs and lockers, we learned of the existence of Camp de Gurs.

We arrived at Gurs in May 1939. Inside the Camp de Gurs the French authorities had installed a full-
service post office: Post, Telegraph and Telephone, which in France depended on the same administration
(PTT). The barrack was built so that all services could be catered for comfortably. The postal service was
staffed when we arrived by four French incumbent officials, initially helped by some Spanish internees
who deserved confidence.
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We introduced ourselves as colleagues from Spain and they welcomed us with the greatest sympathy;,
particularly by the Head of the Office, who had been a prominent socialist member of the Committee for
Aid to the Republic in that department [now Pyrénées-Atlantiques] during the war.

Concerning the organization, Gurs had three
areas (“campos”). Each area had four
“ilots”, islets. Each islet had 30 barracks. 60
persons lived in each barrack. The men's ' 5
barracks were separated from the women's : '
and children's barracks. The families lived
apart. Benito continues:

Each “ilot”, in addition to its own
quartermaster, had a person in charge
who acted in coordination with the
corresponding "campo" chief. And he
also designated a postman
(“‘vaguemestre”) who was the one who CANP de
collected and delivered all the mail from

the ilot. Also, they delivered notices for

those who had to collect money orders or packages personally at the camp office, where all the postage
stamps could be obtained for each internee. To send telegrams or to use the office telephone in very
special camps it was necessary to get prior authorization of the camp command.

UKS (B-P} — Un Growpe de Réfugids Ewpagnols Editlon. Speciale — Pholo Sagarra

The refugees who passed through Le Perthus and Port-Bou (the most numerous) ended up on the beaches
of Saint-Cyprien, Argeles, Barcares and others were, due both to their large numbers and the beaches
and marshes where they were concentrated, in much worse shape than I knew at La Tour-de-Carol,
Septfonds, and Gurs. The postal service in the camps of the beaches was organized by the French Postal
Administration in an office attached to the “Principal” [Main Office] of Perpignan by French postal
officials with whom a number of Spanish postal officials who were in those camps collaborated. From
what some of them related to me later, the postal conditions and services were similar to those of Gurs.

World War 11

In 1940, when the armistice between Pétain and Hitler was signed, the persecution and arrest of the
adversaries of Nazism and especially of the Jews intensified. Many of them were interned at Gurs. Even
the Hitler regime itself deported several thousand Jews residing in the German region of Baden-
Palatinate and dispatched them on special trains to the Camp de Gurs, which was completely refilled.
With this, the postal service was greatly intensified, both in the mail and in the receipt of food packages,
money orders, etc., issued through Jewish organizations in the United States, Portugal, etc. In those
months that followed, the work at the camp post office, in which French officials had been replaced by
female officials, doubled for us.

The Spanish postal workers obtained, through our French postal colleagues, recognition as Auxiliary
(equivalent to that of temporary employees in Spain) for the purposes of French Social Security and
minimum wages. For this reason, the three of us so affected remained in the camp service until the end of
1943, when the number of internees had been greatly reduced. (The Jews were largely deported to the
Nazi concentration camps, which we later learned were "extermination”.)
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Postage, and the “F” stamps

Although writing letters to the family was one of their priority activities, the refugees in the first moments
(January and February 1939) did not have the resources to buy French stamps. The first letters were taxed, in
France or Spain, to be paid by the recipient, although, it must be said, the permissiveness of French postal
service was the norm. Benito says:

1 do not remember how the stamps were obtained in the first moments, but I imagine that the soldiers and
officers who managed to pass to France would first obtain French francs by selling some item to the
many "opportunists” who came out to meet them offering money for the purchase of weapons or material
of any kind. We knew these would be seized from us when we were locked up in the camp by the French
military or gendarmes in charge of it, who in some cases came to search us and strip us of what interested
them at the price they wanted. There were even cases of dispossession and blatant theft. As for me
personally, I can say that I obtained the first francs the first day that I accompanied the non-
commissioned officer of the gendarmerie to collect the mail at the town office, offering in the tobacco
shop the last packet of "escafarlati” tobacco that we had received from the Quartermaster. The
tobacconist paid me without questioning the 14 francs that it seems was the legal price at the time.
Similar cases, with different articles, must have occurred among the majority of the internees, with the
assistance of those who, Spanish or French, went to the nearby towns, when it was not the merchants or
"traffickers" who came to the camp to offer their "merchandise” or “services”.

The intense postal traffic in the Spanish refugee camps forced the French authorities to make quick decisions on
this matter. After some doubts, it was decided to print military franchise stamps, that is free, of course. The
decision of provide military stamps to foreign citizens was unprecedented and has so far not been repeated in
France or in other countries.

The refugee stamps were created by an official note dated April 29, 1939,
although the operating rules would be published later. The most current stamps
of the moment were chosen, those of 90 cents of the Peace type in blue (Scott,
276), issued on November 15, 1938 and whose model appeared in 1932.

On the allegorical effigy was overprinted an “F”, for Franchise in black

26

(Scott S1). On
some stamps
there is a
period after
the “F” (Scott
S1a). Fre-
quently, these
are called the
"F" stamps.

Like almost all French postal issues between
1895-1970, they were manufactured in the
Atelier des Timbres-poste, 103 Boulevard
Brune, Paris. The overprinting was done very
quickly, between May 9-11, 1939. In total,
33,000 sheets of 100 were overprinted, that is,
3,300,000 stamps.
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The Minister of the PTT, Alfred Jules-Julien, on May 15, 1939, addressed to the regional and local postal
officers: "the stamps are destined for the postage, at a ratio of two per month, of the correspondence of the
Spanish refugees interned in the camps or assembled in groups with surveillance". From approximately May 30,
1939, all the camps began to be provided with the "F" stamps.

Spanish refugees integrated in the companies of workers of the French army also had “”F” stamps (see
cover at left). Children over 12 years old also received the stamps. According to the documents that are
preserved in the Archives Départementales of Carcassonne, in some camps, such as that of Bram, the
children's letters had no limitations and were sent without stamps, with the handwritten inscription (by
camp authorities) “EM.”, Franchise Militaire. Curious situation: a camp commander transforming a
teenager's message into military correspondence (!).

Postal censorship

It’s normally said that French postal censorship was established when Hitler invaded Poland on September 1,
1939. It’s not true. The documents preserved in several French departmental archives (mainly in Nantes, Tarbes
and Pau) demonstrate that French censorship was activated on August 30, after the German-Soviet Agreement.
The procedure was to open the armored boxes of the Prefectures and break the seals that contained the secret
instructions of 1923 and 1934. 129 censorship stations were activated at the main cities.

But the Spanish suffered censorship much earlier, during the civil war and in the camps. Before the WWII, the
censorship to Spanish internees was secret, by gendarmes or army officials. Hundreds of censorship reports on
refugee letters, February to August, 1939, are preserved in the archives of Pierrefitte-sur-Seine, Pau, Toulouse,
Perpignan and others.
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Charente department, on inter-camp cover.

Later, the control was public. In addition to departmental censorship, each camp had its own censorship office.
Dozens of labels, tapes and handstamps on letters, some very rare, delight philatelist.

In a post office dependency, a police officer from the camp [Gurs] headquarters periodically carried out
the control of the mail destined to certain internees who were "booked" by the Special Services. But we
did not know of specific cases of correspondence censorship, although we suspected it, due to indications
of one or the other provenance.
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We Spaniards knew that the censors or censorship service existed; but we never had concrete data,
neither on the number of objects censored or retained at the exit or arrival of the correspondence, nor
who were the components, except for a police non-commissioned officer who operated in an office in the
same barrack which collected mail, and the one who arrived at the office. The truth is that the mail of the
Spanish suffered little delay and we did not know of cases of retention or complaint in this regard.

We assumed, that censorship was more rigorous with mail from and to former members of International
Brigades. But we also assumed that these Brigadistas had private channels to issue and receive the
information that most interested them.

In the period of "Vichy-Pétain" all the attention, and the repression, was increased with the Jews. For all
of us, including the Spaniards, the winter of 1940-1941 in particular was very hard in all aspects. Also,
on censorship. But when the various aid agencies came into operation, the situation, including the food
situation which had become extremely difficult, improved considerably for all internees.

Note on sources

Benito Alonso donated his important records to the foundation of UGT. They are currently preserved in
the Fundacién E Largo Caballero, at the historical city of Alcala de Henares, near Madrid. | am grateful for
the assistance of this institution in this article and, in particular, of the archivist Nuria Franco Fernandez.

Kastellorizo: The Island They Couldn’t Give Away'
By Danilo Metaxas

The French censorship on the cover shown below is rare. While Wolter recorded a handstamp with the text
shown on this tape, as France X.3” with a rather impressive 250 points, he did not record the tape. More
recently, Bourguignat * shows both tape and handstamp with a valuation on such a cover as "from Euro 300".

Kastellorizo, a/’k/a, Castelorizo, Castellorizo,
Castelrosso or, officially now that it is Greek,
Meyiotn (Meyisti), lies only a little over a mile off
the coast of Turkey. From 1512 until 1915, except
for very brief interruptions during the 17" century
and in 1913, it belonged to the Ottoman Empire.

The population at the end of the 19" Century was
nearly 5,000, and over 95% Greek. That proportion

fell as several thousand younger Greek males fled t 9 —_ oo kv asain " s ¥ |
when Turkey introduced military conscription of . ‘S.lﬁiﬁ.- .ﬁx".‘\%u.;';:f b"':"'t‘:

Christians in 1910; but except for a brief period late Castellorizo Harbor ca. 1910
in WWII the island has continued to be populated

1

28

The information for this article has been gathered from http://www.castellorizo.org/histories/cassie3.htm; http://kastellorizo.com/
wp-content/uploads/2015/03/FiliaDEC2014.WEB_.pdf; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kastellorizo and
https://www.yenisafak.com/en/news/strategic-legal-aspects-of-turkey-libya-deal-3507390

Wolter, K K., Die Postzensur, Vol. 1, Georg Amm, 1965, pg. 95.

Bourguignat Jérome, Le contrdle postal et télégraphique francais pendant la Premiere Guerre mondiale (1914-1921), Bibliothéque
de I’Académie de philatélie, 2010, pg. 424.
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by ethnic Greeks.*

In 1912, when the Italians were thrashing Turkey, and occupying all of the Dodecanese Islands except
Kastellorizo, these Greek inhabitants asked Italy to annex their island. The Italians declined.

This led the Greek islanders to rise up and imprison the
local Ottoman governor in March 1913, and to declare a
union with Greece in 1913. Greece responded by sending
a provisional governor and gendarmes in August of that
year, but these Greeks left and the island reverted to

Ottoman rule in early 1914.

“Greece was slow to embrace the island and, in the interim,
local merchants saw a commercial opportunity in using their
personalised stationery for the despatch of unauthorised mail
using Ottoman stamps crudely over-stamped with the letters
‘EA.° (EXMyvikn Aownon — Greek Administration). Prominent
among these merchants was Yeorgios Vasiliou Xanthis who sent
this envelope to Dimitrios Zerlentis, a well-known stamp dealer

in Rhodes.’”

With the outbreak of World War I, the islanders
were again looking for someone to take them out
from under Turkish rule. Finally France, faced with
the imminent occupation of Kastellorizo by the
then-neutral Greek government, decided that it
would be better for it to serve as a base for Allied
operations against the Turkish coast. On 28
December 1915 French naval forces led by the
armored cruiser Jeanne d’Arc,” occupied the island
only hours ahead of a Greek military landing force,
which had the good sense to withdraw in the face of
superior strength.
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Port Said and Ismailia backstamps 28 June 1917.

4  Afigure of 1,200 is given for 1943. Today the permanent population is under 500, though it swells to near 1,000 in tourist season.

(V)]

https://kastellorizo.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Filia-June-2019web.pdf

6  Anyone who has read The Forty Days of Musa Dagh, will recognize the Jeanne d’Arc as also having been involved, in September
1915, in the rescue of Armenian refugees who had holed up atop that mountain on the shore of the Mediterranean.
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[ F'l fadi & Adiadia, du parie dei marimai
e | frimpasd) mieenna o plorso 6500 ferernn
R preco me verng fefarmalo dd uag comual.
e | eations fallagl dal Governa Jredeise o da

T i B N ]

y-| v vadistrligrenma apraits deilineriria:
1| Lare greve Helil. Qaralo 1 era recats a Ca-

ateiloriio <o wn disbareamento ad anldal
reyprecd o e e ehmnlsaTio parérnalipe.
H L nnﬁﬁnfo" mm m-hi A 014 ofru; afy

Clipping  from  Corriere
della Sera of 1 January
1916, with part of official
Greek protest against the
French  occupation  (of
Turkish territory!).

By 1921, the French had decided that they really did
not want Kastellorizo either. So they ceded it, first by
the un-ratified Treaty of Sévres and ultimately in
1924 by the Treaty of Lausanne, to Italy (which really
could have simplified matters by accepting the locals’

invitation back in 1912).

(A DOMENICA b (ORRIERE

VOIE

2T
e

el

YRy

(France ):

Italy issued “Castelrosso” overprinted stamps from 1924-
1932, but those of Rhodes (capital of the Dodecanese
group) were routinely used there as well. With its excellent
harbor, Kastellorizo was made a stopover base for French
flying boats between 1927-1940.

The Italians managed to keep the island (even during 25-28 February 1941, when
it was unsuccessfully invaded by British Commandos and Royal Marines), until
they capitulated to the Allies and joined forces against the Axis in September
1943, at which point the British took control. In the face of heavy German
bombing, the British removed the entire local population of Kastellorizo to

Cyprus and Egypt.

«— Front page of an Italian paper in March 1941, with patriotic art similar to that
found on many Italian Fascist postcards in WWII. It would be nice to think that there
is a postcard with this image out there somewhere. Has anyone seen one?

I have never (yet — one lives in hope) seen a censored cover from Kastellorizo, during either the Italian
occupation or the postwar British administration, though they should exist. (The closest I have come is from the
island of Coo/Kos, about 135 miles from Kastellorizo, in 1942.) If anyone has any, [ would love to see scans.

The British began repatriating refugees to Kastellorizo in September 1945,
British occupation administration opened a post office there on 22 August 1946. A single
cancel, cut down from an Italian one, is reported used from then until 31 March 1947 *

Finally, in 1947, pursuant to the Treaty of Peace with Italy, the British handed
Kastellorizo over to local Greek military forces, and on 7 March 1948 the island was
formally annexed to Greece. Today, while its sovereignty is not in issue, it is a source of

and the

friction between Greece and Turkey due to its proximity to the latter and the antagonistic

Exclusive Economic Zones claimed by the two countries.

7 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36499727
8  British Occupation of Former Italian Colonies, Study Paper 1, Cancellations, GB Overprints Society, 1987, pg. 41.
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I AM WELL — The Aftermath of the Pearl Harbor Attack.
By Kurt A. Stauffer

An earlier version of this article appeared in the USCS Log. Printed with permission of USCS (www.uscs.org)

On December 8, 1941, while ships were still burning in the harbor, the survivors of the attack on Pearl Harbor
began to notify their families that they were OK. The survivors were the lucky ones. Many families waiting in

anticipation of news that their loved ones were alive instead received a telegram from the Secretary of the Navy
explaining that their loved ones were either “missing in action” or “killed in action

L3

e
I am we‘!l
}( _Last letter from vou was dated. 07&2‘7' 3/'“/ ‘?//7
}’ Glad to knoy you are well.
_-Sorry to hear you are ill.
. _Sorry I am unable to do as you request.
,[. Remember me to__BAr-t e
___Sent you $.9% __last mail.
- Will send money at ﬁrst opportunity.

—-Flease see . <o e
my a\.munt with them,

- Please send me.

__.and settle

...received. Thank you.

The US Navy had been preparing for this day by printing up stocks of
“I AM WELL” postcards well before the attack on Pearl Harbor.
These followed a formula used extensively during WWI.

1 llopo to 'hear from you soon,
--No letter received.
= _You had better move to

._.X.Adc_lresa meon this ship, care postmaster, New
York City.
1 have been transferred to 1. S.5..
.. Addressvia__
Best r?gards
ﬁ Love,
.- Love to all the family.

& ?L I regret that owing to the censorship regula i
am unable to give a: |

““Flacen cross opposite prr_essions' youvwish (o use,

@
fﬁ ----- The earliest example I have recorded used by
m the US Navy in 1941 was mailed during the
?ﬁ """""""""""""""""""""" Neutrality Patrol by an officer on the USS
< Ranger postmarked May 9, 1941.
)
m
z Mr... )
m ﬁ J NOTHING is to be written on this n;ln;;c:::}t) t;ﬂﬂl'l[ :“0?:;:;“‘-,“:‘;?:&“Ks:;;;‘::ﬂ,;:;mmud shonld
0. f‘/ﬂ g 5 0. be croksed out, 1P ANYTHING ELSE 18 ADDE : POSTC: T ;
? N L ekl wns e:f- ............................................ ks i e
@ 3 'gﬁ“, been-admibied—to-ospital-as (reoundes (mot-serioms
T MEMM‘D Pa.r" ..... Tlmeis.. s i
ﬁ ({letter dated O.Pnl 30 I(¢ yl
t% I have receivel your {(Helogramadatad .o
. {papeel-dated-...
Letter follows at first epportunity.
. . . ong-Lime.
Lt. JG Alan Bachrach was killed in action on Fhave-reeeived-nr-letter-from-you m?yrw
11/15/42 when the USS Walke was sunk at

Guadalcanal.
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The use of these cards was not limited to only Pearl Harbor ships and stations. Examples exist from Australia,
Bataan, Corregidor and Java from December 1941. I AM WELL cards were also used from 1942-1944 by
many other ships in the Pacific and Atlantic.

Online resources have opened doors into the identification of these cards through researching the senders’
names. About 5 years ago Ancestry.com and FOLD3.com added the WWII US Navy Ships Muster Rolls onto
their sites. I knew many of the cards I had were from Pearl Harbor, but it was not until the Muster Rolls became
a research tool that I was able to validate much of what I had acquired over the years.

I have not found the authorization for the use of these cards in the archives, but it is apparent from the large
variety of the printings of these cards that they were produced at the local level by the Navy and not centrally.

I have categorized them as follows:

e Mimeographed on regular paper.

e Mimeographed or printed on Scott UX-27 1c postcards.

e Professionally printed on postcard stock - (The most numerous of these were printed at the Submarine
Base Pearl Harbor by Subron 4 as standard form No F14 dated 7-15-41).

There was confusion concerning the rate at which the postcards could be sent. While most were sent with 1c
postage attached, others were sent FREE, 3¢ surface rate, or “clipper rate” with 20c air mail postage. One card
was even mailed with 1%2¢ postage. It was probably the only stamp the sailor had.

There are varieties of both cancels and censor devices used on I AM WELL cards. While many of the cancels
are of the standard Locy type 3Z, which were used on ships, there are some cancelled on shore locations such as
the examples from the Submarine Base at Pearl Harbor and the Pearl Harbor Navy Yard.

The rank listed for each serviceman in this article is the one that he held on 12/7/41.

Mimeographed on regular paper

[l & spereet
| /c&’(/L/ ‘M .

f r%”’“\?@ e

. -
’n""f ;s ‘
A7 o

(NG 1s to bte written on Wils s1de except to Till in ihe :
ecified Sentences wt. recuired should be croséed out.
1_.I_L4_. IS ADZED The POSTCARD WILL Bii DESTROY
faiol ~{seribus_ 3
: éu‘..admim.w te—hospitel-ee(woundted——=frot worions -
zonmWell, —Hone—to-return to—duty-soon. i
(Lotter deted  flesad A% oty

Slc George E. Spencer USS Helm

(DD_388) Helm had Just turned ;I have rsceived your (Talssres -dated v f
. = (Parcel-deted Y
into the West Loch when the :Letter Tollowe at PATEt opnortunity

1 F-have-recal \Jm. ng ]ettm fyom-you ii‘or--oa Tors-tins

Japanese attacked the base. : (1ately
tSignature L_.c' )' / 4/ fod “‘/’ -
:Date "o i

A ~—
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Mimeographed or Printed on Scott UX-27 1c¢ postcards

. BOCKEHUEHL
J.3.5. TRACY

S
; FLT. POST OFFICE
éoAN FRANC1SCO, CALIF.
USS Tracy, (DD-214) was in Berth 15 when

! (THIS SIDE OF CARDIS FOR ADDRESS ) the attack began.
,' MlSS ELIZABETH BOCKEMUEHL
) ;' HARTL I NE,
R atrs WASH INGTON
Ry © : I am well + gl (b,
"‘“‘I‘-‘-—‘h Hrvcebesn—admitbed-tah + Fost bt uuuv-u -{not ooritms

Am getling on well. Hope-towebusnd

(Tietter dated MMAJ

I have received your (‘lm‘-ﬂﬁld ___________________________________________

Note that it appears a Uss Tracy cancel Letter follows at first opportunity.

was applied to the card and then over- 1 have received no letter from you (fpr a long time Pt
stamped by a US NAVY Locy 3Z cancel. (Inbedy i

AN 20 £
Signature . (’ \l L LAl
&=

}
b
Date Z & ULl ok L 7 L V. af
NOTHING IS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE EXCEPT TO FILL [ HE,DAT‘ V4
SPECIFIED. SENTENCES NOT REQUIRED SHOULD BE CROSSE 5

IF ANYTHING ELSE 15 ADDED THE POSTCARD WILL BE DESTROYED.

GMIc Harry A. Hoover USS Helena (CL-
50), postmarked Dec 9, 1941. I have not
found a card postmarked December 8".

HOTITNG is to be written on this aside except

F fe it in toe daba speciil on"":,ench ot _}'_-.a- 5
} aidrsd 1 ba eres=ZEld CUTs ATTTTHING &L =

l ADDED THE 205T0ANRU .JILI. bR DH.:.\._tOfED~ /m

I E am weii G fﬂ .f{ =

USS Helena was sunk July 6, 1943 during
the Battle of Kula Gulf.

On Dec 11, 1941 TClc Harald R. A. Oleson, USS Oklahoma, mailed 2 postcards with the first being sent 20c
Clipper rate, overpaid by the amount of the 1c card. After surviving the sinking of the USS Oklahoma during
the Pearl Harbor attack, CTC Oleson was killed in action Oct 24, 1944 on the USS Birmingham (CL-62) during
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the Battle of Leyte Gulf. Birmingham suffered tremendous topside damage from explosions on the USS
Princeton as Birmingham attempted to provide aid to the carrier.

O

CDR Orville R. Goss, USS Enterprise (CV-6).

- —yp I i

gy

USS Enterprise returned to Pearl Harbor
on the evening of December 7, 1941. i
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Professionally printed on postcard stock:

G Gt
# m _i:_‘;.-.'-.;',(/é--x-{. =) o

FS

CMM William C Pohlman USS Narwhal
(SS-167). Narwhal was one of 4 submarines
being overhauled at the Pearl Harbor
Submarine Base when the attack began.

PMKRIc Bernard P. Johnson, USS California
(BB-44). Moored at the most southward berth of
Battleship Row, California was badly damaged
during the attack. After extensive repairs and
improvements, she re-entered combat in May
1944. PMKRIc Johnson was wounded during the
attack. Later during the war became an officer.
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NOTHING is to be written on this side except to fill in the data specified.
Sentences not required should be erossed out. IF ANYTHING ELSE IS
ADDED THE POSTCARD WILL BE DESTROYED.

I am well {heske - Serious-
[-havebeen-admitted-to-hospitatas—( weunded. - (ot-seripus.
Am getting on well. Hepeto-veturn to-dutysoon.
I ‘haverreceived-your—(Letter-dated ..........

(Telegram—dated-

I P e |

A Pavee
Letter follows at first opportunity.
Fhave-received-ne-letter—fromyou-{for a long time
thartetys

Signature f./: 5

Date : 2 L.}
Subron 4 Standard Farm No. F14

4T1-A—8/M Base, PH.—T7-15-41—20M.

MUS Ic Charles R. Schaid Jr. USS
OKLAHOMA (BB-37). Oklahoma rolled over
and sank in Pearl Harbor after being hit with
multiple torpedoes.

NOTHING is to be written on this side except to fill in the data specified.
Sentences not required should be crossed out. IF ANYTHING ELSE IS
ADDED THE POSTCARD WILL BI‘ DESTROYED.

T am well

(Telegram _.da_tef]

(Bavocladertod
follows at first opportunity. »

—{-kibeh‘v

ueCha}‘jc-S-%/ f‘»c 'h’mf a.l '/ :—-.
Vee, 1L, 1’9/4/

Standard. Form No.- P14

471-A—8 /M Hase. P}I.—Jl—'iﬂuﬂ-—lﬂh!,‘_____:

\OTI IING is to be written on this side except to fill in the data specified.
Sentences not required should be crossed out. IF ANYTHING ELSE IS

ADDED THE POSTCARD WILL BE DLSTROYDD
I am well

1 have been admitted to hospital as {wounded

Am getting on well.

-(not serious
Hope to return to duty soon.

Letter follows at first uppcrtuni.t_s.r.w
1 have received no letter from you (for a long time
7 (A I Pt

o 'y F

Signature ..o
Vo B
L2 & &
Date & & s
Suliren 4 Standard Form No, IH

471-A—8/M Base, PH—7-15-41—20M
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Y £
e 7 (» BBy
A2 i AM
£ 5 FIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESSY -,
IRy, Nyt
7 S
I"‘” “} 4

To Mr. and Mrs. Lee. Strauss..

2229 W. Juneau Avenue,

MILWAUKEE WISconsT *

Oglala was damaged, rolled over to port
and sank during the attack. She was later
salvaged and returned to duty.

T

|THIS SIDE of CARD1S ron‘,mnmsr

T

o Mrss Ma e Poore
hons. Murses A
F2lsz.,

S7 T

PKla.

BM2c Hugh M. Weaver USS San Francisco
(CA-38). San Francisco earned 17 battle
stars in WWII, and was the third most
decorated ship of the war.

This ship-named card is exceptional.

NOTHING is to be written on this side except to fill in the data -
specified. Sentences not required should be crossed out. IF ANYTHING

ELSE IS ADDED THE POST CARD WILL BE DESTROYED.

Sic John D. Strauss USS Oglala (CM-4).,

I am well Hxixk XA FHHHT
ek bost o oo sqbedonx X seanmached Xt Nt
Fonpsetbingonrwadk x Hpredn sty oy s
XEatkerorbedad ...
Thxoersseieed pra N Telsguanidaed
HEDRRENE - e

Letter follows at first opportunity.
1 have received no letter from you (for a long time

_ Rty
....... : /“f-/ g’ <L/

Date ... December &, 1941,

NOTHING IS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE EXCEPT TO FILL INTHE DATA
SPRECIFIED., SENTENCES NOT REQUIRED SHOULD BE CROSSED OUT.
IF ANYTHING ELSE 1S ADDED THE POSTCARD WILL BE DESTROYED.

Signature

Card text as above except for spacing of
next to last line on back.

Am gettmg on well H&pmwm&w
(Letter-dated—

(Pareet-dated
Letter follows at first opportunity.
I have received no letter from you (for a long time
(labely—

Signature WM WW
P.&a L. [/

NOTHING IS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE EXCEPT TO FILL IN THE DATA

SPECIFIED. SENTENCES NOT REQUIRED SHOULD BE CROSSED OUT. -«
IF ANYTHING ELSE 1S ADDED THE POSTCARD WILL BE DESTROYED.

[ THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS |

I am well . R D i) o (sorivas: M. Hbu_f)o . ©Os fer haus, dv,

m‘;‘ﬂ T 1-#‘“ ﬂ"l ) (m

Am getting on well. Hopetoreturindoty—smmm. Rear Adm. s Mes. Hw. Osterha “us,
(Detter dobod oo oo 2270 B raad sy

I have received your (Eetesrmm=duted Sah Fraw.c Wy el
(‘p_'  BF- [0 T, ¥

Letter follows at first opportunity.

Ehrarereecivetnotetter-from—yon Efmm

Signature..... W (Rp Hen Loshe.).(No ratmg} —

14 Pe .
D?'te Sl ~ (o Tocaticn) o e I’ LT Robert D Heinl USMC, a passenger

aboard USS Tangier (AV-8).
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USS Tangier, a seaplane tender converted from a cargo ship, was abaft USS Utah on the morning of December
7. Her crew claimed 3 enemy aircraft shot down and damage to a midget submarine (finally sunk by USS
Monaghan). On December 15, Tangier departed for Wake Island carrying supplies and personnel, including Lt.
Heinl. But the island surrendered before she arrived.

C/Nc?#{) J/ Z)/J(’J(//{/“

Unknown Sender. This is the only card |
have not been able to identify because I
cannot read the senders name. It does have
a very unusual censor mark.

| 80571314) Mass,
| (0.5.8

Note SAILOR MAIL / FREE POSTAGE

VS.

FREE POSTAGE / SAILOR MAIL

NOTHING is to be written on this side except to fill in the data
specified. Sentences not required should be crossed out. IF ANYTHING
ELSE IS ADDED THE POSTCARD WILL BE DESTROYED.

1 am well I/ = (serions
rell, I
L haveaecained. your _-%%aj:gram-d&ted T ——
(Paréel dated

Letter follows at first opportum’cy

Sic Arthur W. Kersten USS Solace (4H-5).
A hospital ship, the Solace assisted in the
rescue and treatment of many of the
wounded men from the USS Arizona, West
Virginia, and Oklahoma by sending her
motor launches to the ships.

NOTHING is to be written on this side except to fill in the data
specified. Sentences not required should be crossed out. IF ANYTHING
ELSE IS ADDED THE POSTCARD WILL BE DESTROYED.
~(serious____
—Auet-gerions

I am well

I—h&vrbmr‘a&mﬁed—hrhurpﬁu-bas

(Letter dated
(Telegram dated
(Parcel dated

Letter follows at first opportunity.

I have received no letter from you (f
(lately

Signature %‘ ...... / ...........
Date 4./-2%-/{/;27

I have received your

Military Postal History Society Bulletin Vol. 58, No. 4, October 2020 37



O Denis
ENterprise Aiv Groap
'}n ‘.:vgﬁ S"yaad”'\f S\¥

% 72: e ]
Gt 1

Both men were later killed in action during
the first US Navy carrier strike of the war
on Feb 1, 1942 against the Marshall
Islands. The USS Dennis (DE-405) was
named for Otis. She claimed fame later in
the war as part of the TAFFY 3 task force.

0w ST
& dfeina iy
Al gdl masdit

vam '-;i'-w«y..«} Lates -
i

fied. Sentences not required should be crossed out.
ELSE IS ADDED THE POSTCARD WILL BE DESTROYED,

Lexington did not arrive at Pear! Harbor
until December 13. Was this card, dated
Dec 11 and postmarked in her on-board
post office on Dec 12, carried with her
from Pearl or produced on-board?

Lexington was sunk during the Battle of the
Coral Sea on May 8, 1942.

UNITED

RM3c Otis L. Dennis, Scouting Squadron 6,
aboard USS Enterprise (CV-6). Otis Dennis
and his pilot Ens. Carleton Fogg were in
the air on Dec 7, 1941 and were landed at
the USMC Air Station at Ewa after their
SBD sustained damage during the attack.

NOTHING is to be written on this side except to fill in the data speci-

(6 — (serioms
(sentaeaba ] — (met—senions

IF ANYTHING

Yreemtor, L6, LZ/

Date . &%

Signature

ARMIc Rolfe W. Stewart Fighting
Squadron 2, USS Lexington (CV-2).
Lexington was on a mission to ferry
aircraft from Pearl Harbor to Midway
Island when the war began.

Nothing is to be written on this side exeept to fill in the data specified.

Sentences not required should be crossed out. If anything else is added
the posteard will be destroyed.

Iam well e
=ave-beel '.'-i--.r.‘..-.—:.'. ho-hespdbalzrs m ”m
SETIURS
Avrpetéing.onwwell. Hopestosreburn te-duty seon.
{FLetterduted _ —= )
Fhave received yom ( Pelepenr-deted )
( Pmwet dubed _ )

Letter follows at first opportunity.
I have received no letter from you

Fovalong time,
lately.

Signature __Zg_.Mﬁﬂg;a;a?_@,{___“ ceatie
Date D ee. /I, 124/
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Postscript: Postcards Typed or Hand Written by the Sailor

The I Am Well cards were supplied as a convenience, both for the sender and for the censors who could process
large amounts of them quickly. But not all sailors resorted to them. Whether this was because they could not get
them or because they found materials at hand more convenient is not known. In any event, in the aftermath of
the Pearl Harbor attack, some chose to send their own personal messages.

= I am well.

= | SRS o Letter follows at first epportunity.

'Mr\&. I 5o Charles Schf*i'd“ =
2
RR #3° Yox 68 Leve

Santa Anna, California. : (63 ?L

8 Dec.1941 Ernest Leo Schaild.

CSK Ernest L. Schaid USS San Francisco (CA-38). He was the brother of Charles Schaid from the USS Oklahoma.
Note that BM2c Hugh M. Weaver, also of the San Francisco, used a printed I Am Well card.

[THIS SIDE oF cARD IS ﬁpn ADDREZS |

Rhewn Hfprthon | ' d‘??/ /7/“/9/ }/M/é&(}jz_{ ;/‘?/

7 tLL : @?WW % M
COX James F e ‘9/3“_4_' OM3c George E. , '

Wick, USS Okla- L Ll Toomey, USS
homa. Immediately /"//,5».» v Navajo (AT-64). An

Aoriou

after the sinking of e 2 ocean going tug,
the USS Oklahoma @(/ S W o Navajo was sunk by
Wick was transfer- s ;»7Zf— _ A the Japanese sub-

red to the USS Blue
(DD-387).  Blue  #fewr’

12, 1943 while she
was scuttled on Aug et 2o / M"){/ was in route to
23, 1942  after WA‘; . Espiritu Santo.
being mortally OZfo
damaged by IJINS &édﬁ. w

Kawakaze near

Guadalcanal. V@W L/Muw M

- marine 1-39 on Sept
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In Memoriam

These cards shown above provide a look into the attack on Pearl Harbor itself. They represent a cross section of
the people and ships who took part in the action that day, when over 2400 American service personnel were
killed and over 1100 wounded during the attack. This article is dedicated to those who never had a chance to
mail one of these cards home.

If any other members would like to share cards in their possession with me, my email address is
KASTAUFFER@AOL.COM. I would be interested in cataloging previously unknown varieties and examples
of these cards. I plan on a follow up article concerning the I AM WELL cards used on Bataan, Corregidor, and
Java in December 1941-March 1942.

Sources

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack on_ Pearl Harbor
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1143
https://www.fold3.com/title 750/wwii_war_diaries#overview
https://www.fold3.com/title_448/pearl harbor muster rolls#overview

Lost on the Way to Greenland
By David Mui

From January 1942 to February 1943 SS Dorchester,' operated by the Maritime Commission for the War
Department, made 4 or 5 trips to Greenland bases, including as part of Convoys GS2, GS 12 and SG19.

On January 22, 1943, Dorchester left New York City as part of a six-ship convoy, SG-19, on its way to
Narsarsuaq, Greenland via St. John’s, Newfoundland. In the early morning of February 3, she was hit and sunk
by torpedoes from U-223, a submarine attached to Wolfpack Nordstom, resulting in the loss of about 675 men.

WAR DEPT, A.G.O,

{ WAR SAVINGS }

BONDS o STAMP S| {8 st i

........................

\r.'l :

¢/o Postmaster
New York, N. Y,
HEADQUARTERS BASE COMMAND 15 March 1942
) AFPO No BBS, o/u Fostmagter,

New York, N ¥ APR 27 14
This cover was mailed January 2 (237), 1943. The status of addresses as notsd on Chgyao,

. . - the attached letter has been check<d by !
Army Directory service was provided at Camp this Headquarters and found to be corraot,
Myles Standish on January 26, and it was rerouted ' K¥wny M T
to APO 858 (Narsarsuaq Greenland.) The Zod Bont 463

mimeographed notice on the back of the cover was s ity i oo &

L —
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prepared six weeks after the sinking but was not applied to this cover for another six weeks after that. Yet
another 7 weeks went by before the War Department made it official with their backstamp, which likely
replaced manuscript notations on the face of the cover that were blacked out.

At www.warcovers.dk/greenland/transport_dorchester.htm Per
Ronberg shows a similar cover. It is postmarked January 19 and

addressed to APO 6612, a temporary APO number assigned to TUE UNFEED STATES OF AMERICA

APO 858 in October 1942, bears the War Department handstal’np U AL, WG STALL SEX THESE TSNS TN
(16 June), but lacks the mimeographed form. T o s

. . . PURPLE HEART
Private Shea was a member of the US AI‘n’ly Medical Tralnlng I“:;.I\"I"\I::l:.rlllnlll:t‘\:“\“lll‘r“.\lll:l"\}‘ ANILYITON
Battalion. He appears on the roster for the Dorchester at the e e L
website uboat.net/allies/merchants/crews/person/82507.html Aotk Baidd S e Rkt \

Pvt. Shea'’s Purple Heart Citation and medal. shown here,
courtesy of Robert W. Wilson. Thanks to Kurt Stauffer for
locating this.

The Four Chaplins

The sinking of the SS Dorchester has been immortalized through the story
of the four Chaplains, each of a different faith or denomination, who gave
their own life jackets to soldiers on the sinking ship who had no life
jackets. Their story became the subject of the 1948 US commemorative
stamp, Scott 956. The rule at the time was that a stamp commemorating a
person other than a President of the US could not be issued within 10
years of his or her death. Thus the stamp officially commemorates
“Interfaith in Action.”

These IMMORTAL CHAPLAINS® .=~

L
q
4 4
L
4
"o
L
L
| 4
4
3
r

Four chaplains were posthumously awarded by the Purple Heart and the Distinguished Service Cross on December
19, 1944. In 2006 chaplains were awarded by the Medal of Honor.

The Four Chaplains’ Medal was introduced by Congress on July 14, 1960. These medals were presented
posthumously to the next of kin of each of the four chaplains of Dorchester on January 18, 1961.

Congress established February 3 as Four Chaplains Day in 1988. This day is observed with official proclamations
and, sometimes, flags flying at half-mast.”

Notes

1 There is some variance in designating Dorchester as SS or USAT at this time. For those interested in the arcana of ship
designations as they apply to Dorchester, see the sources mentioned in notes 9 and 10 of the article at
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Dorchester

2 https://www.awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/four-chaplains-day-in-the-usa-2020/
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The “Authorized” Army Theater Censor Mark

By Russ Carter
(Contact at ryukyuapo@aol.com)

In answer to questions about the many censor marks found on mail, Lt. Col. George F
Parker, head of the Censorship Branch, Military Intelligence Service, War
Department, put out a memo dated 25 January 1943 showing the “authorized” censor
stamps and censor label. The above illustration was copied directly from the original
memo. This Theater censor mark is usually seen on covers postmarked in
Washington, DC. It was used in Washington, DC, mostly on pouched mail from
Military Missions but also on some personal mail that came in odd pouches addressed to places like the
Pentagon and other offices in the Washington, DC area. Unfortunately, in Richard Helbock’s book, Passed by
Army Censor, this mark was misidentified as a Middle East mark. While the most common usages are from the
Middle East, this is the US Theater mark.

Number Reported return addresses Reported dates
60 Iceland, Greece, Iraq, China, India, Egypt 21 Mar to 10 July 1942
61 India, Iraq, Peru, Iceland 11 Apr42to 15 Aug 1942
62 none reported
63 India, China, Egypt, Iceland, Washington DC Mar to Jun 1942
64 Iraq ?
65 Gibraltar, Turkey, India 4 Nov 1942
66 Military Mission in Moscow, India 12 Sep 1942
67 India and Northern Ireland Aug 1942
68 Military Intelligence Service, Washington, DC 25 Jan 1943

OPENED BY

All Theater censor mark covers used the “authorized” label mentioned ARMY
in Parker’s memo to reseal the covers. It is shown here, also copied

from the memo. . S. EXAMlNER N(I

O 1G—2STRL.

SR8 — Theater mark 66 with return address
G ‘“ K
(=) éﬁp.f‘; on back of “Office of Military
VAT . X
0 Fran> Advisor, American Embassy,
m = o ’ ) 7 — [ Moscow, USSR
z (S Bree {/ Z/ Tl ol f ,r«e,“;@_
m L.K%é«?ee /:L'z«sww 9 g—r_)fg—;,_e!_t_
u i :,._'t" J’,—L— ﬁ T
w5 o erid.
< ' ) ,/Ii J:_&,z'{;m“__r
1 ——me— U K At ¥ f AN
¢ LU S AL f/
{f 4
593, et U bite, Y. ¢
Return address on back: Project 157, 10" Air . '
\._-‘-/}‘f_f A Al (b Vo

Force, APO 1046, c/o PO NY (a temporary
APO assigned to APO 886 Karachi, India, by
12 June 1942).(See article on page 435,)
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Francis J. Cleary
U.S. MILITARY NORTH AFRICAN MISSION
Cairo, EGYPT.

Theater mark number 60 with
additional straight-line mark used at

APO 616 (Cairo).

Sone \t\m.g»“\\\““sﬁa

iashington, U Bu:.ld_ng, 3 { “t-il
.C. : o Ve

< MR Mﬁll.{?

Thi n-ticla originally mafled

Apartment 63l i f?lndlwby

Mrs, Marcus R, Ogden,

Another Theater mark number 60 but from

APO 879 (Chungking), where private censor \ SN -7"_.__’\_:'--; '_ '=!_ e e

FNED RY

handstamp of Cavalry officer at HQ,

A ' o A_P‘\‘: 3 ;'/// L : h Garb:cmdale,
American Army CBI was applied. i ' -
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The “Authorized” Army Base Censor Marks
By Russ Carter

In a previous article on the Authorized Theater mark, I mentioned the 25 January 1943 memo that LtC George F
Parker, head of the Censorship Branch, Military Intelligence Service, War Department, that showed the
“authorized” censor stamps and censor label. The above Base censor mark illustration was copied directly from
that original memo. Unlike the Theater mark, this Base censor mark was widely used with a few variations.

So, what is a Base Censor? The official definition is seen in the following two items scanned from the Army
Field Manual of 15 September 1944: FM-30-28 Military Intelligence / Military Censorship. Section 1/10,
paragraphs e & k, pages 10-11.

e. Base censorship. Any type of military censorship
performed above the unit censorship level.

k. United States Army base examiner stamp. The
authorized censorship stamp used only by base examiness, ex-
cept on material intended for publication or broadcast.
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Standard Base Censor Marks (SB)

SB Type 1SB

25mm diameter
Only used at Iceland and APO 919
2 and 3 large digit serif numbers

4 digit larger circle, letters, and number.
27mm diameter, all sans serif

Serif “BASE”, number, “US” and “Army”
27 mm diameter, smaller lettering
Only seen used at Fiji, APO 913

ARMY
MIN

&

25.5mm diameter

2, 3, or 4 digit all sans serif

4 digit, smaller numbers, all sans serif
25mm diameter, steel device

Machine made base censor mark

21mm diameter usually with line underneath.
Seen in red on and before 27 Dec 1944

and in black on and after 31 Dec 1944

<« Line made by edge of machine cylinder

Perhaps one of the most unusual censor markings is Type 6: Base Examiner 1587 as shown on the above cover.
It 1s the only censor marking known to be produced with a machine. The most telling feature differing from the
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regular Base Examiner is that it is only 21mm in diameter. Additionally, the mark is always square to and
always 15 to 18mm from the bottom edge of the cover due to the fact that it is running through a machine.
There is also frequently a very thin line running 3 to 7mm below the circle that comes from the edge of the
machine cylinder. Red ink was used 27 December 1944 and before and black ink 31 December 1944 and
afterwards. All of the SB6 covers have been opened and resealed with the typical cellophane resealing tape.

These SB6 markings appear on covers from many different APOs, all in France. APOs 35, 44, 76, 79, 80, 90,
254, 403, 448, 510, and 578, along with BPOs 11 and 17 have been seen in the postmarks and return addresses.
The dates of use run approximately October 1944 to July 1945. The censor or censors who used this device
were most likely at one of the BPOs or possibly at a PRS (Postal Regulating Station). Most likely a censor or
censors examined all the letters and instead of marking them upon completion, saved them all until the end of
the day and ran them through the machine.

References:
Training Circular No. 15, Military Censorship, War Department, 16 February 1943
Training Circular No. 68, Unit Censorship, War Department, 12 May 1943

Military Machine Cancels of the Army Postal Service, Part A, Bart Billings, International Machine Cancel Society,
September 2000

US, WWII - Project 157

By Dann Mayo
I enjoy finding out things. Living with B e e T gt 20
A k for my first 17 years m CRP 5 b Agmany Goier Taatdns Fosa S0 iy o (Sepe B Ty
an rmy SpOO 0 y S yea S ay L!.: P: B: Laoa, éllﬂ. m]:.;eh:ucuu 'uuu II:;- l;;.umwu (Ftad.;nzrn, Lea, Jr.)

5/Sgt. George elly, Aurora, Illinods (Kia8 May 43} Enginesr-Gunner
. Hubert Blades, Vicksburg, Misalsaippl (wih s May43), Aedsl Genner (Hubart F. Bladan)
Sgt. Carl W. Banston, New Orleans, Loulsiana(Banksion). Bombardier

have contributed to this. Adding value
through research applied to purchases of
;‘gvers that felt “interesting” during my = Qb S T
years as a postal history dealer {over)
certainly did. Sometimes my searches
are in vain, sometimes not. The
information explosion on the Internet
has definitely made my success rate go
up. “If only I knew then...” is a
recurring thought.

SrEgt Ekden E. Shirley, fram "Reductant Dragen™ crew, was Bombordier KIA with those above on 8 May 43,

Russ Carter’s cover on page 42 of this
Bulletin, “Return address on back:
Project 157, 10™ Air Force, APO 1046,
c/o PO NY,” tickled my need to find out
more.

Photo reproduced with permission from
Remembering  Shared  Honor, at
http://'www.rshonor.org/
upload.php?upid=10188.
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Happily, a chase that eventually led through over a half dozen websites produced a lot of material, not least of
which was the above photo showing the sender and censor of Russ’s cover, with the crew of the B-25 on which
he was the co-pilot, the Lonesome Polecat. Lt. Lyman is identified as the man under the circular nose art.

“Lonesome Polecat” appears to have been a popular name in WWIIL. A Google search for that term (actually,
best to start with “Lonesome Polecat” WWII) turns up various aircraft including a B-17, a B-24 and a Spitfire
fighter, in addition to the less famous one here. The name most likely derives from a character in the L’il Abner
comic strip (“of the ‘Fried Dog’ Indian tribe, later known as the Polecats”), one of the makers of Kikapoo Joy
Juice. It was also the name of the mascot of the Sioux City Soos, a minor league baseball team formed in 1940.
Whether Lt. Lyman, from Cedar Rapids, lowa, was aware of this is unknown.

Project 157 involved flying B-25s of the 11™ Bomb Squadron from the US to Karachi India. The 11™ BS was
listed as being based at Columbia AAB, South Carolina from about 26 April to 2 May, 1942. In fact, it was not a
functional unit at this point. Some pilots were being returned from service in Australia and the Dutch East
Indies, while others were added from the US; and ground crews were staging elsewhere for transit via ship. The
next duty station of the 11™ BS is listed as Karachi, India, ca. 20 May 1942,

The planes from Project 157, unlike previous bombers being transferred to the Middle East and Asia, were
crewed by their regular combat flight crews rather than by personnel of the Army Air Corps Ferry Command,
and they were flown combat ready rather than stripped down as for regular ferrying. They began their trip to
Karachi from Morrison Field, Florida and proceeded to India via: Puerto Rico; Natal, Brazil; Accra, Gold Coast;
Khartoum, Sudan; Aden and Iran. Most of the planes are said to have reached Karachi by May 20, 1942.

By 4 June 1942 the 11™ BS’s station was officially listed as Kunming, China, though the planes of the squadron
were operated from a variety of bases, mainly in China but occasionally in India. The 11™ BS’s first combat
mission was an add-on for a flight of 6 B-25s being transferred to Kunming on 2 June, 1942. Instead of a direct
flight over the Hump, they were ordered to bomb the Japanese air base in Lashio, Burma on their way (a bad
idea, as it turned out). Its first combat mission in China was on 1 July 1942. On 8 May, 1943, the Lonesome
Polecat, with Lt. Lyman as co-pilot, exploded over Tien Hoa, Canton. There were no survivors.

Sources

Jackson, Daniel: Fallen Tiger: The Fate of America’s Missing Airmen in China, Master’s Thesis, Sam Houston State
University, 2017, available at shsu-ir.tdl.org » handle » JACKSON-THESIS-2017

http://www.cbi-history.com/part_i.html (There is some suggestion here that planes from Project 157 were assigned to the
22™ Bomb Squadron, which was formed at Columbia AAB at roughly the same time that the 11™ BS was being
reorganized there, and which was, like the 11™ eventually assigned to the 341* Bombardment Group. I have not been able
to find any other reference to Project 157’s connection to the 22" BS, and the — admittedly not sourced — statement in the
Wikipedia article below that most of the Project 157 planes reached Karachi by May 20 suggests otherwise, given that the
22" BS was not stationed in Karachi until 23 July 1942.)

http://www.cbi-history.com/part vi 22nd bomb_sq.html
http://www.rshonor.org/upload.php?upid=10188
http://www.rshonor.org/upload.php?upid=10190&ofgid=27
https://gwulo.com/node/38376
https://www.warbirdforum.com/b25s.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/11th Bomb Squadron#World War II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Li%271_Abner
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WWI: Coming Home -Salvation Army Arrival Postal Cards
By Cary Finder

When the WWI fighting ended on November 11, 1918, the United States had about two million men in Europe
to bring home. During the war, numerous charitable agencies, several sanctioned by the US Government,
provided postcards to help maintain communications between US soldiers and the home front.

When these men arrived in the US, there was an effort to let families know when each soldier had arrived. At
least four agencies, the Jewish Welfare Board, the Knights of Columbus, the YMCA and the Salvation Army
provided cards to the soldiers to use to notify home that they had arrived.

While overseas, soldiers were granted the free frank for mail back to the States. Unlike WWII, that privilege
lapsed when the soldiers left the dock upon arrival back into the US.

Before the War, the postage rate for a postal card was 1¢. On November 2, 1917, a 1¢ surcharge was added to
all domestic postage, raising the postal card rate to 2¢. The surcharge was rescinded on June 30, 1919. During
that time period, the Post Office provided two prepaid 2¢ red postal cards (UX29 and UX30). In July, the pre-
war 1¢ green postal card (UX27) returned to use.

Scott UX27

Scott UX29 Scott UX30
The Salvation Army provided preprinted, pre-paid postal cards to soldiers to be mailed home after arrival in the
US. They used both of the 2¢ pre-paid cards. After June 30, 1919, the then current 1¢ green postal card (UX27)
was used.

UX27, UX29 and UX30 were 5'2x3": inches. All three were sold by the Post Office as single cards and in larger
panes to allow for easier printing. A survey of 18 cards showed that while all cards were approximately that
size, they vary by about & inch. Since the Post Office cut all of their cards by machine, the size variation
strongly suggests that the Salvation Army printing was done on larger panes and then cut manually, probably
with a guillotine cutter.

The printed backs of the cards were ‘fill in the
blank’ forms that became more complex with
time. There were four different formats,
£ 4 - / : > (Formats 1-4). Most cards have Port of New
WALCOME York, U. S. A. printed in the upper right-hand
corner of the back. One card, with Format 2,
ARRIVED SAFELY TO-DAY! has Port of Portland, U. S. A. (Maine) in the
corner which matches the cancel on the front
from Portland Maine.

Port of New York, U. S. A.

WILL WRITE LETTER SOON

Format 1 only has an indication of the
soldier s safe arrival.
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:_HE‘__]I' Port of New York, U. S. A.
) ikl
WELCOME Blete—— T
HOME
Format 2 has a line to indicate where the ARRIVED SAF ELY TO'DAY'
soldier is heading after landing.
GOING DO ARG T o mee cme T T D
WILL WRITE LETTER SOON
Port of New York, U. S. A.
I\‘-h-;._\_,,—'/ Date
WELCOME
HOME
3 |
ARRIVED SAFELY TO-DAY! - Format 3 allowed the soldier to specify

{ camP
GOING 1O poseriar

WILL WRITE LETTER SOON

ngned________________________...,....,._________,.

Format 4 shows all that the third format
did with an additional line at the bottom
reminding him to join the American Legion.
Format 4, while only known as a mint card,
is on UX27 which means it was only in use
after the June 30, 1919 rate change.

Of the 18 cards surveyed, six were unused. Seven were
canceled using the same mute cancelling device used in
Hoboken NJ on mail of soldiers departing for Europe during
the war to conceal troop movements even though the war was
over. Of the five city canceled cards, three were from New

which “camp” or “hospital” he was
heading to and which unit he was with.

Port-of New York, U S04

| 1HE ol
e
.__SALI*;PW

Date

WELCOME
HOME

ARRIVED SAFELY TO-DAY!

{ cAMP
COIVE 10 HOSPITAL

WILL WRITE LETTER SOON

Stgned

Unil -

When 1 get home remind me to join the American Legion,

York City, one from Hoboken, NJ (across the Hudson River from Manhattan) and one from Portland, Maine.
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USS Coronado, 1945
By Dmitri Mamontoff

Many WWII collectors are familiar with the 1940 Destroyers-for-Bases deal in which the “Famous Fifty” destroyers were
transferred by the US to the UK in return for land bases in British possessions in the Caribbean. Most, however, are
unfamiliar with Project Hula, under which the US transferred ships to the Soviet Union.

fo::mding TTicer | Wm-@_}ﬁ;
§'0.8.8 conomne {Pr-28)

Ill
i o/a Tiset Post 0ff10e 3

= Hew York, MN.Y, *9“5_; |
| @ TEEE (e '_'“—h‘“;' Cover postmarked 6 March 1945. Less than
e ) 4 months after this cover was sent, the USS
Basibistus otaibal : _ Coronado was being operated by a Soviet
. Riladngiia, B SR crew of 12 officers and 178 enlisted sailors.
o \ 8 Four American officers and 44 sailors
s F i % i . .

e f:' - g b remained  on  board  pending  her

o / : -"*r?;.},. i decommissioning on 12 July 1945.

:h;.".p.w.' ‘ ’ f'

USS Coronado and her sister ships of the Tacoma class were designed in 1942 for a mission that was greatly diminished.
by the time Coronado was put into service in November 1943: anti-submarine warfare in the North Atlantic. The Navy
never much liked these Tacoma-class patrol frigates and perhaps showed their displeasure by manning every one of them
that served in WWII with US Coast Guard crews. Among other things with which the Navy found fault was the fact that
these vessels, having been designed with North Atlantic duty in mind, had ventilation systems that were inadequate to
handle the heat in the South Pacific. This made life below decks very unpleasant.

So, in the latter half of 1944, 49 of the 94 Tacoma-class patrol frigates built during WWII were transferred to foreign
navies, with 28 going to the Soviets. At the time Project Hula was developed, the precipitous surrender of Japan
following the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was not anticipated. These transfers were part of the
groundwork being laid for Soviet entry into the war against Japan at a time when invasion of the Japanese home islands
was very much expected to be necessary.

During her brief career in the Pacific in 1944, Coronado acquired 4 Battle Stars. Then, from 24 January through late
March 1945, she was at the Boston Naval Shipyard for “an engine overhaul and various modifications” (I can imagine the
removal of a lot of classified technology) followed by training in Casco Bay, Maine. The lack of censorship is due to this
cover being official mail. The presence of a USN machine cancel rather than the USCS Ty. 2z postmark assigned to the
Coronado’s on-board post office suggests that the cover was mailed ashore.

Coronado was decommissioned by the US Navy and commissioned by the Soviet Navy as £K-8 on 12 July 1945. After
considerable haggling, the Russians returned her to the US in 1949, and she was placed in reserve at Yokosuka, Japan
until 1953. At that point she was transferred to the Japanese Self Defense Forces, in which she served as JDS Sugi until
1969. The Japanese returned her to the US in 1971, and “Her fate thereafter is unknown.”

Notes

Quotes and factual details set forth here are taken from Wikipedia articles at
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Coronado (PF-38), https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tacoma-class_frigate and
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project Hula#Origins of Project Hula.

The principal reference for Project Hula is Russell, Richard A.: Project Hula, Naval Historical Center, Department of the
Navy (1997), currently available through various Books on Demand sources for under $10 plus postage — see
https://net.ondemandbooks.com/google/Za xPPsxhmwC — or through Amazon for $1099.99 (no kidding; see
https://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/0945274351/ref=dp_olp _used mbc?ie=UTF8&condition=used )
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STARS AND _STRIFE

Warner Bros. Studios WWII Company Mail
By Thomas Richards & Regis Hoffman

The Golden Age of Movies lasted from the end of the silent era in American cinema in the 1920s to the early
1960s. The US movie studios during periods of strife showed a resiliency to the events of the times and tried to
bring a touch of normalcy to the period.

Warner Bros. Studios was founded in 1923 by brothers Harry, Albert, Sam, and Jack Warner. In 1928 Warner
Bros. acquired First National, one of the top 5 studios at the time. In 1929 they released their first movie
together — “Noah’s Ark.” Despite its expensive budget, the film was profitable. The company established itself
as one of the leaders in the American film industry and went on a world-wide expansion in many locations.
Today it maintains websites for 16 countries other than the United States.'

New Zealand First Flight to Warner Bros. in New York

First Flight cover franked with most of the
Sz : R A ; New Zealand Centenary set (missing only the
PAN AMERTCAN ATR MATH 7 bi
e 3 o 2 %d and 3d) for a total of 4s 2 Yd.
| ME.ROY STMIORS, IMPERTAT, PICTURE 00.LTL., P - 2 =

TATNTIRTEUL HEW EZBALATD,.
| c/o.
['3 ’ Y¥r,Georgs M, Ddllor,
i " LATE ¥.Z:.MATAGER, WARCE
l REF TURE CITY,

]r N nLN r“}\
< M TE"%NATI(
L:KPOSJTl BN
1940

| 2 UHIITED STATES OF AMEHTCA.

LW FALAND- UBA\-’-‘ :

2
]

AR PAAIL 52
J\mn&w P

The New Zealand Post Olffice advertised the
postage rate to the USA at 4s Od while the
US stated that the cost was 3s 6d.

<« Partial Warner Bros. receiving mark. Overall, fewer
than 5 examples of this Warner Bros. marking are
recorded.’

Covers from this flight are not scarce, and numerous covers to the US can be found franked at both the 3/6 and
the 4/ rate (with lesser amounts for the intermediate stops). A curiosity of this flight is that none of the covers
carried on it were opened by a censor. It might be that the volume of mail that had to be handled was so high
that no censoring took place.?
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Brazil to New York Censored in Trinidad.

While the war had been going on since
September 1939, the US did not enter it,
and would not begin censorship, until
after Pearl Harbor. This cover was
censored in Trinidad as shown by the
“Opened by Examiner 41 censor
label, Type CLS in use in Trinidad from
Mar 7, 1941 to July 28, 1941.* It is
franked with a total of 25,000 reis,
indicating a 2.50z letter at the airmail
rate of 5000r per %2 0z.° There are no

" .'/’ .. H :
/ fidlge

g
o f‘czfm. %ﬁ
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| D2/ Wer 14 /{ 4
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markings on the back.

Warner Bros. India to Warner Bros. N.Y.

Y-

VARNER BROS.-
T NATIBNAL PICTURES, INC.
T el A b
ERﬂ); THEATRE ABUILDING,
42, QUEEN'S NOAD,
P.O.BOX 189,
BOMBAY.

AIR MAIL

|~ PAR AVION

BY CENSUR

Censored in Bombay — Type 6BI censor
label and Type 34 handstamp.°

Franked with a total of 2 Rupees and 157
Annas, representing 3%a for the first ounce
of surface mail and 2 x the Ir 6a per % oz.
airmail surcharge.”

OPENED

Airmails from India to the United States provide an interesting collecting area all by themselves. Prior to the
summer of 1940, covers could be sent across the Mediterranean and southern Europe to connect with the Pan
Am service from Lisbon. From July 1940 until Japan entered the war on December 7 1941, various Trans-
Pacific air routes (at various higher rates) were available. From March 1942 all-up routes were available across
Africa and the Atlantic. However, at the time this cover was sent air transit by BOAC over part of the
Horseshoe Route to Durban, South Africa, with carriage by ship thereafter, was the only available (part-) airmail
route for civilian mails to the US. This cover was not registered, so there are no backstamps to show when it
arrived, but a transit time in excess of a month would not have been unusual.

Notes

1 See https://www.warnerbros-india.com/international. Not surprisingly, as this is written there is virtually nothing on the India site
given the Covid-19 lockdown there. By contrast, the WB site for Brazil. https://www.warnerbros.com.br/, is quite full of content.
Hoffman, Regis & Richards, Thomas, Private Auxiliary Markings on Hollywood Fan Mail, Auxiliary Markings Club, 2010
http://www.nzstamps.org.uk/air/panam/fromnz40.html

Burrows, Peter C., British Empire Civil Censorship Devices. WWII Section 6, British West Indies & Falkland Island (2016), p11.
e-mail from Ed at Westindia-co

Morenweiser, Konrad., British Empire Civil Censorship Devices. WWII Section 4, British Asia, C.C.S.G., 2011

Boyle (Airmail Operations During World War I, AAMS, 1998, p. 794) shows the rate increase for the airmail surcharge, from 1r
2a to Ir 6a per 2 ounce, effective January 1942. Clearly that rate increase was in effect when this cover was mailed on 17
December 1941.

NN B W
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Philatelic Militaria
By Alan Warren

The following articles appeared in recent issues of a variety of journals. Copies of the complete articles can
usually be obtained through the American Philatelic Research Library, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte PA
16823.

Brian Denham discusses the stamp dealers of Harbin during the Japanese occupation 1932-1945 in the
May issue of The China Clipper. He shows covers from half a dozen dealers with their corner card addresses. In
the May-June Collectors Club Philatelist, Robert Gray researched a POW cover from an Irish private in WW [
who was held in a camp at Zossen near Berlin. There were only 55 men held at Zossen for about a year.

Luc Legault describes a correspondence of over 50 covers of a Canadian soldier who served in World
War I in the April-June BNA Topics. He wrote to his mother and two sisters from St.-Jean-sur-Richelieu military
camp in Quebec, Amherst in Nova Scotia, Shorncliffe in England, and FPO 5X. Also shown is a cover sent by
his sister that arrived at the FPO four days after he was killed in action.

In the same issue Gordon McDermid writes about the Military Post Office (MPO 100) that was used for
the 1977 Canada Scout Jamboree at Cabot Park, Prince Edward Island. Mike Street illustrates a 1915 Canada
post office circular that explains the processing of parcels sent to troops serving with the Mediterranean
Expeditionary Forces.

In the May American Stamp Collector & Dealer, Kevin Lowther ends his series about World War I
postal history that began eight years ago. In the process he examined many personal letters, and quotes some
poignant lines from several of them. Louis Fiset describes the relocation of residents of the Aleutian Islands
after the Japanese attack there in 1942. They were stationed at abandoned cannery and gold mining sites in
southeast Alaska where they lacked electricity and running water. They were allowed to return in 1945 and later
the U.S. government paid restitution to the survivors.

Peter Martin analyzes a cover from WW I in the Second Quarter issue of La Posta. It bears the corner
card of General Hospital No. 9 in Lakewood, N.J. He learned that the Lakewood Hotel and surrounding area
were used as a temporary hospital. Further information was obtained from the extensive web site of the U.S.
Army Office of Medical History.

In the May issue of the newsletter of the BNAPS Canadian Military Mail Study Group, Mike Street
shares a document that was sent to relatives of Canadian soldiers who were wounded during WW IL. In this case
the document was given to Mike’s grandparents when his father was wounded in Normandy in July 1944. The
wounded are removed from the field to the Regimental Aid Post where they are given first aid and assessed as
to the next step. Those able to walk are taken to the nearest Casualty Clearing Station, and stretcher cases are
taken first to an Advanced Dressing Station and then the Main Dressing Station for further emergency
treatment. From there they go to the Casualty Clearing Station for rest and recuperation before returning to their
unit. Those that need to be hospitalized are taken by rail, ship, or air to a base or overseas hospital. Cases that
are unlikely to be fit for service are returned to Canada. The document assures the recipient that the best
possible care is given to Canadian forces wounded in battle.

Chris Oliver offers the first part in a series on civil censorship in South Africa during WW 1II in the June
issue of the British journal Stamp Lover. Originally censorship offices were established at Cape Town,
Johannesburg, and Durban; however, another nine offices were added later. There are seven basic varieties of
the U.C. 8 resealing label, printed in both English and Afrikaans.

Vitaly Malov marks the 80" anniversary of the Soviet-Finnish War of 1939-1940 (the Winter War) in the
spring 2020 issue of Rossica, journal of the Rossica Society of Russian Philately. He shows mail with FPO
markings and some propaganda anti-Mannerheim postcards. Gunnar Melbge reviews the British fieldpost in
Norway during the period April-June, 1940, in the issue 2/2020 of Norwegian War and Field Post Journal.
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Helge Fritsen tells about a Norwegian immigrant who came to the United States in 1906 in the issue
4/2020 of Norsk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift. He served in the 14™ Infantry Regiment from 1910 to 1917 and sent
picture postcards to friends in Norway from Fort Wright in Spokane, Fort Slocum on Long Island, Fort Davis in
Nome, and the military branch office in Vancouver, Washington.

Raul Pérez-Rivera illustrates a variety of mute cancellations used during the Spanish-American War in
Puerto Rico in the Second Quarter issue 2020 of Possessions, journal of the United States Possessions Philatelic
Society. This Part I emphasizes the round cork cancels in contrast with the oval designs.

An unsigned article in the BNAPS Canadian Military Mail Study Group Bulletin for July shows
examples of interesting parcel tags, with rate analysis, sent to servicemen during WW II. Gordon McDermid
shows two WW I covers from a family correspondence bearing hand stamped KILLED IN ACTION markings.

Peter Wittsten shows several examples of Swedish soldiers’ mail during the 3-years war, 1848-1850, in
the May Nordisk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift. Another article, timely with respect to the current viral pandemic,
discusses disinfected mail of Denmark and Sweden during earlier periods of cholera, yellow fever, and typhus.
[lustrations include devices for puncturing mail.

Gerald Marriner offers the second part of his series on mail service from and to the Belgian Congo
during WW I in the June issue of Postal History, journal of the Postal History Society of the UK. In this
installment he focuses on mail between Belgian Congo and both Argentina and France, showing several
examples in such cases. Lawrence F. Skalak III recounts the German occupation stamps used in Belgium in
WWI in the July 20 Linn s Stamp News. Germany used her own stamps and overprinted them “Belgien” and the
local currency.

Bob Baltzell dwells on the German occupation of the Channel Islands in the 2™ Quarter 2020 issue of
Kelleher's Stamp Collector s Quarterly. In this first part of a series he shows the 1940 Jersey overprints with the
swastika as well as other stamps, and examples of mail. Douglas Muir points out the difficulty of delivering
airmail during war time in the July Gibbons Stamp Monthly. Using postal history he focuses on European
airmail from the late 1930s until 1945, especially in German occupied countries.

In the June Postal History Journal, coauthors Sarah Badertscher and Frank Garmon, Jr. describe how the
United States Post Office Department dealt rapidly with the logistics of developing mail handling facilities and
delivery systems during World War I. Americans benefitted from procedures that provided mail service between
servicemen and their families, especially with the tremendous volume around the Christmas holiday.

Richard Stevens dwells on the Serbo-Bulgarian War of 1885 in the July-August issue of the Collectors
Club Philatelist. He shows a postal card written by a Serbian soldier at Pirot, just before it was captured. Dated
November 12, 1885 it was sent to Belgrad and bears the marking of the First Military Traveling Post Office.
Stevens believes it was not delivered but was found either in the soldier’s quarters or in the Serbian post office.

The Regular features On the Show Circuit by Alan Warren and APO/DPO/FPO Openings and Closings by David
Kent do not appear in this issue. There have been no shows, and only a handful of APO, etc. openings in the past 5
months due to the Covid-19 virus. We also have no Book Reviews.

MEMBER ADS/NOTICES

WANTED: I am studying U.S. military operations in Greenland, especially during WWII but other times as
well. If any members are selling covers of this type or were stationed there or just want to discuss Greenland I
would welcome the conversation. I have never been, but hope one day to visit there. Doug Files,
dougfiles@msn.com

WANTED: WWII censored mail to or from 16 Duerstein Street, Buffalo NY (US, Canada, Jamaica & Australia
items are sought). Please contact Harold at krischefamily@shaw.ca
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MPHS AUCTION 217 Iﬁgﬁ’y“ggids to:
1505. Caswell St.
Closing 30 November 2020 Raleigh, NC 27608-2309
kthorn@bellsouth.net

Bidders: The dollar amount with each Lot represents a Minimum Bid. Bid increments are $0.25 up to $5,
$0.50 up to $10, $1 up to $20, $2 up to $50, and $5 above that. Tied bids will be awarded to earlier bidder.
Winning bids should be paid within 10 days of Auction close. All successful bidders receive Prices Realized with
lots. Others may view prices realized on the website or receive a printed copy by sending a SASE to the auctioneer.

Consignor’s Fee: 15% of price realized. There is no Buyer’s Premium.
Descriptions: In general, envelopes are regular size, typically #6, UOS. Franking is usually described. The use

of “entire” is to indicate postal stationery. Selected images of the material are included on the website. For
additional information, questions, and selected images, please contact the Auction manager

Abbreviations Censor marks

OS = Otherwise Stated; UOS = Unless OS NC = No Censor

APO = Army Post Office. Number is in cancel UOS ~ C = Censored, varieties include:

FPO = Fleet Post Office SC = Self-Censored

PC = postcard; PPC = picture postcard BC = Box Censored

V-Mail = processed and with envelopee UOS CC = Circle Censor

OEF = Operation Enduring Freedom HC = Handwritten Censor

OIF = Operation Iraqi Freedom RC = Racetrack Censor

RO = roughly opened MB = Minimum Bid
Pre-WWII

1. Tientstin, China. 14 Jul 1925. To FC Crosslin M Co 15th INF. Residual mounting stuck on back. MB $20.

WwWwil
2. Trinidad. 17 Jan 1942, APO 803-A. RC. Sc 879 (Stephen Collins Foster; x2). MB $5.
APONY

3. Germany. 23 Apr 1945. APO 30. 6¢ airmail. RC, machine cancel. F. MB $10.

4. England. 01 Feb 1944. APO 873. Camp Houndstone. Military PC new arrival mentions scarcities. RC. Free franking.

MB §10.

France. 07 May 1945. APO 633. Sender APO 887. American Red Cross envelope. 6¢ airmail. RC. MB $8.

France. 12 Oct 1944. APO 873. 6¢ airmail. RC. MB $8.

Italy. 21 Apr 1945. APO 769. Sender APO 528. 6¢ airmail. RC. MB $8.

China. 10 Mar 1945. APO 488. Entire to Hershey Chocolate. 6¢ airmail. RC. MB §$12.

9. China. 22 Apr 1944 (HC). APO 627. MD. Obit mentions supervised immunization on horseback. 6¢ airmail. MB $12.

10. China. 11 May 1945. APO 627. To APO 464 (Verona, Italy). RC. Free franking. MB $12.

11. India. 02 Sep 1945. APO 689. HC nurse. Machine cancel. 6¢ airmail. MB $10.

12. India. 04 Sep 1944. APO 628. HC 124™ Cav Tx NG. Free franking. MB $8.

APO San Francisco

13. Australia. 02 Dec 1943. APO 922. Sender APO 503. 6¢ airmail, machine cancel, CC & tape. MB $8.

14. Australia. 20 Mar 1945. APO 923. Sender APO 928. Army Photo Service. Official Business. Film envelope. “Opened
by U.S. Censor” tape. With 8 negatives of personal photos. F MB $10.

15. China. 04 Jun 1946. APO 946. NC. Machine cancel. 6¢ bicolor legal airmail entire. MB $12.

Allies

16. Australia. WWIIL. 3 YMCA covers (1944-45) all with “Australian military forces” rectangular censor. MB $15.

W
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17. Czech forces in Great Britain, date unclear; “Czechoslovakia field post — CSRP” cancel, to London, with Passed by
Censor No. 11690, franked with SG 235, 261. With enclosed letter dated 7.V1.1944. MB $8.

18. India. Apr 1944. New Delhi soldier to Bombay stamp dealer. CC Bombay. GPO cancel & revr. MB $12.

19. Three Russian propaganda postcards, all with cancellations but two are unaddressed. MB §$10.

POW

20. Germany. PC of Saintes-Maries de la Mer; no date; Stalag XA censor mark. MB $5.

21. Germany, PC, Army Form W. 3031; no date; Post Free P.C prisoner of war (unclear wording) cancellation; to
Hamburg. Nicht zwischen die Zeilen schreiben! heading on back. MB $8.

22. Indi. PC, to Sussex, England. Dated 1/9/1945. From Camp No. 10 Wing requesting stamp catalog & price list.
DHP/206 censor mark. MB $5.

23. Germany. no date & 20.6.42. stationery items. Stalag VIII C censor mark; to Marseille (French message); Stalag VII
B censor mark (gepriift 14/) 20.6.42 — 14, destination unclear (English message). MB $10.

24. South Africa. Stationery. Italian POW Camp 14, to Bari, Italy. Letter dated 4-7-42. MB $10.

Post-WWII

25. Germany. 18 Nov 1944 & 16 Aug 1945 APO 45. Two War Department official envelopes. 6¢ airmail, machine cancel
& free franking. MB $10.

26. Germany. 31 May 1945. APO 60. Sender APO 758. 6¢ Air mail cancellation on 2¢ embossed envelop. MB $8.

27. Germany. 19 Dec 1945. APO 69. Sender APO 751. 6¢ airmail, machine cancel. To France. MB $10.

28. Germany. 04 Jul 1945 & 18 Jul 1945. APO 80. Two covers. Sender APO 758. Free franking & 6¢ airmail, machine
cancel. MB $10.

29. Germany. 26 Jul 1945 & 22 Aug 1945. APO 124. Two covers. Sender APO 403. Free franking. MB $15.

30. Germany. 07 Jul 1945. APO 136. Sender APO 758. 6¢ airmail, machine cancel. MB $10.

31. Germany. 08 Nov 1945. APO 163. Sender APO 403. Free franking. MB $10.

32. Germany. 26 May 1945. APO 172. Sender APO 758. 6¢ airmail, machine cancel. Trimmed at top. MB $10.

33. Germany. 31 Jul 1945. APO 175. Sender APO 758. 6¢ airmail, machine cancel. MB $10.

34. Germany. 09 Jun 1945. APO 179. Sender APO 403, 6¢ airmail, machine cancel. MB $10.

35. Germany. 04 Jun 1945 & 12 Aug 1945. APO 252. Two covers. 6¢ airmail, machine cancel. MB §$5.

36. Germany. 27 May 1945. APO 262. 6¢ airmail, machine cancel. MB $8.

37. Germany. 05 Aug 1945. APO 533. 6¢ airmail, machine cancel. MB $8.

38. Italy. 02 May 1945. APO 781 (sender APO). RC. Via Air Mail with Nov 21 1945 cancellation. Sc 927 (Florida
centennial) (x2). MB $5.

39. Italy. 15 Nov 1945. APO 781. Via Air Mail with Nov 21 1945 cancellation. Sc 899 & 916 (Greece Overrun ). MB $5.

40. Ttaly. Unclear date. APO 794 (sender APO 512). Sc 939 (Peace & War) (x2). MB $5.

41. Ttaly. X/3/1946. APO 512 (sender APO). Sc 917 (Yugoslavia Overrun Country) & 930 (Roosevelt). MB $5.

42. Italy. Unclear date. APO 794 (sender APO 512). First Class. Via Air Mail markings. Sc 934 (US Army) (x2). MB $5.

43. Italy. 28 Oct 1945. APO 794 (sender APO 512). First Class with Nov 21 1945 cancellation. Sc 839 & 928. MB $5.

44. Hitler death notice label, in Dutch. No date. MB $20.

45. “US Navy Operation DeepFreeze” in killer bars with “Little America Antarctic NS” cancel. 01 May 1956. 6¢ legal
airmail entire. MB $12.

46. APO AE 09821. 08 Dec 1995. Forwarded with “change of address due to official orders” and APO directory plus
other markings on verso. MB $15.

47. APO AE 09715. 09 Jan 1998. Marked “Missent 09709.” MB $10.

48. APO AE 09705. 03 Jun 1998. Intra-theater mail stamper “verified official.” MB $10.

Operation Iron Endeavor (the covers in this section are philatelic, from son to father)

49. Bosnia. Eyes Behind the Lines Airborne. E Co. 51st Inf (LRS) cachet; APO AE09789, 11 Sep 1996, free franking.
(Have 5 covers with dates from 15 Mar 1996 to 11 Sep 1996). MB $8 each.

Operation Iraqi Freedom (the covers in this section are philatelic, from son to father)

50. HHSC 319th MI BN (ABN) Headhunters cachet (2 covers with different cachets). 24 Jun 2006, 02 Sep 2005; APO
AE 09342; free franking. MB $12.

51. 525th MI Brigade (Abn) Airborne cachet (color). 02 Sep 2005. APO AE 09342; free franking. MB $8.

52. 525th MI Brigade (Abn) Airborne cachet (black & white; 2 covers). Jan & Feb 2008; APO AE 09815; free franking.
MB §12.
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Middle East Operations. The following covers are from the estate of Thierry Delespesse & their descriptions are his. All
of the covers are philatelic. All covers are MB $10, except for #57.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.
70.

71.

Australia. HMAS Adelaide, F 01, frigate. 17 Apr 1991 Commanding Officer HMAS Adelaide cachet.
INTERNATIONAL — NSW cancellation, April 22, to Belgium. Australian stamps

Australia. HMAS Success, AOR 304, replenishment ship. 10 Apr 1991 Commanding Officer HMAS Success cachet.
Garden Island — NSW cancellation. 12 Apr 1991 to Belgium. Australia stamp.

Belgium. CMT Myosotis, M 922, minesweeper. Operation Southern Breeze cachet. 14 Nov 1990 from Fujeirah UAE
to US. UAE stamps.

Belgium. CMT Iris, M 920, minesweeper. Operation Southern Breeze cachet & “Blood Donation Is National &
Humane Duty” rubber stamp. 9.12.90 from Mutrah to US. Sultanate of Oman stamp.

Belgium. BSL Zinnia, A 961, command & support ship. Operation Southern Breeze cachet. 13 Jan 1991 from Fujeirah
UAE to Belgium. Free franking, although the Belgium Navy did not officially have the privilege of free mail during
the war. MB $20.

Belgium. Myosotis, Iris, & Zinnia cachets. Special postcard for the crew only & not for sale in Belgium. 24 Apr 24
1991 from Dubai to Belgium. UAE stamps.

Canada. HMCS Terra Nova, F 259, frigate. Commanding Officer Feb 02 1991 HMCS Terra Nova handstamp. CFPO
5071 cancellation. 21 Mar 1991 to US. Canadian stamps.

Canada. H.M.C.S. Protecteur Feb 6 1991 Commanding Officer handstamp. From CFPO 5071, but stamp not
cancelled to US. Canadian stamp.

Germany. KL-Boot Paderborn, M 1076, coastal minesweeper. Paderborn cachet. Marineschiffspost 56 cancellation.
12.02.91 to US. German stamps.

Germany. Tender Donau, A 69, support ship. Tender Donau cachet. Marineschiffspost 56 cancellation. 10.05.91 to US.
German stamps.

The Netherlands. HNLMS Witte De With, F 813, guided missile frigate. HNLMS Witte De With — Frigate cachet. S-
Gravenhaven 28.10.90 cancellation to US. Netherlands stamps.

United Kingdom. HMS Jupiter, F 60, frigate. Commanding Officer 28 Aug 1990 H.M.S. Jupiter handstamp. Signed
by commanding officer with note: Armilla Patrol — Group in Arabian Gulf. London 02 Sep 1990 cancellation to US.
UK stamps.

United Kingdom. RFA Orangeleaf. A 110, support tanker. Supply Officer 31 Aug 1990 R.F.A. Orangeleaf handstamp.
London Maritime PO Sep 7, 1990 cancellation to US. UK stamps.

United Kingdom. HMS York, D 98, destroyer. Commanding Officer & Captain Third Destroyer Squadron 24 Aug
1990 H.M.S. York handstamps. London IS MLO Sep 26, 1990 & Maritime Mail cancellations to US. UK stamps.
United States. USS Saratoga, CV 60, aircraft carrier. USS Saratoga Aug. 22, 1990 Operation Desert Shield cachet.
Cancel type T2 (n) U.S.N. 07 Sep 1990 to US. US stamp.

United States. USNS Comfort, T-AH 20, hospital ship. Naming Ceremony for USNS Comfort Aug. 15, 1987
NASSCO cachet. Cancel type T2 (n) U.S.N. 29 Sep 29 1990 to US. US stamp.

United States. US Marine Corps. 1st FSSG U No. 12 cancellation 10 Oct 1990 to US. Free franking.

United States. Operation Desert Shield map of the Middle East cachet. Operation Desert Shield NMCB — Forty
cancellation 17 Feb 1990 to US. Free franking.

United States. Desert Shield Saudi Arabia postcard. APO 09038 to US. Free franking.

UN Operations. The following covers are from the estate of Thierry Delespesse & their descriptions are his. (Unless
otherwise noted by an *, the covers in this section are philatelic [addressed to Thierry]. Nonphilatelic covers are MB
$10; philatelic covers are MB $8.)

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.
77.

56

UNTSO (with Observer Group Lebanon cachet), 28 Feb 1985, posted in New York with mixed meter & UN (NY)
stamp postage.

UNTSO (with Observer Group Lebanon cachet), 31-7-85, Nahariya, Israel, (Naharija se trouve a la frontierre Liban-
Israclienne); franked with Israel Sc 904.

UNIFIL, military administrative officer (provenant de ’'US Army), 27-2-1986, Poste Aux Armees; (UNTSO Observer
Group Lebanon cachet); franked with 2,20 Republique Francaise.

UNIFIL, provenant d’un officer Canadien, CFPO 5002 KOK 3RO, 13 V 1986 (UNTSO Observer Group Lebanon
cachet); franked with Canada Sc 933.

UNIFIL, NY cancellation, 30 Apr 1983; franked with UN NY 394 (x2).*

UNIFIL (2 covers), free mail, UNIFIL postmarks 28 Feb 1985 & 05 Dec 1985; to Belgium.
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78. UNIFIL, free mail with UNIFIL postmark 10 Apr 1979; to Carcassonne, France. Envelop with spelling mistake, ie,
“Force” should be “Forces.”*

79. UNIFIL, UNIFIL postmark 14 Jun 1985; post aux Armees to Givet, France. France Sc 2354 (Valentine’s Day).*

80. UNIFIL, UNIFIL postmark May 1986, UNIFIL MP-COY, & post aux Armees 16-5 1986 to Belgium. France UN
stamp 1985 (hand cancelled).

81. UNIFIL, large envelop, UNIFIL MP-COY 16-05-1986 on reverse side, & post aux Armees 20-5 1986 to Belgium.
France UN stamp 1985 & 0,60 & 2,20 definitives.

82. UNIFIL, APO 9055, 15 Nov 1985 to Tel Aviv, US Sc C115.*

83. UNIFIL, with UNIFIL postmark 09 May 1986, UNIFIL MP-COY, & M.P. COY 09 -05-1985 postmark, to Belgium.

84. UNIFIL, Office of Force Commander (3 covers), all Post Aux Armees, two in 1985, one in 1987; to Belgium with
French stamps.

85. UNIFIL, Office of Force Commander, William Callaghan DSM, all Post Aux Armees 24-5 1985 to Huningue, France;
3 French definitives.*

86. UN Military Observer Group in India & Pakistan, to military assistant Capt J. Brownell APO NY, 08 May 1987, New
York. US Sc 2251.*

87. UN Military Observer Group in India & Pakistan, to US, 15 May 89, Rawalpindi, Pakistan SG 475 (x2), 480.

88. UN Military Observer Group in Iran-Iraq (UNIIMOG), to US, 20 Mar 1989. United Nations UNIIMOG cachet.
#UNS544 & #UNS11 [Gaines 037].

89. UNIIMOG, to US, 23 Mar 1989. United Nations UNIIMOG cancellation. #UN544.

90. UNIIMOG, to US, FDC, Nobel Peace Prize. 17 Mar 1989. UNIIMOG cachet. UN (NY) 25¢ Nobel Peace Prize
stamp.

91. UNIIMOG, to US, 08 Mar 1990. UNIIMOG cachet. UN(NY) 25¢ Nobel Peace Prize stamp.

92. UNIIMOG, CFPO-BPFC 5003, to US, 30 XI 1988 (last day). United Nations UNIIMOG cachet. Canada SC 1170
[Gaines 022 (a)].

93. UNIIMOG, CFPO-BPFC 5003, 21 IX 1988, to Ontario. Canada SC 1194 [Gaines 022 (a)]*.

94. UNIIMOG, CFPO-BPFC 5054, 27 VIII 1988, to Ontario. Canada SC 1194 [Gaines 022 (c)] torn at top right corner®.

95. UNIIMOG, CFPO 5054, 9 1X 1988, to Ontario. Canada SC 1194 [Gaines 022 (d)] tear at top*.

96. UNIIMOG, CFPO 5003, to US. Unclear cancellation. 2 UN stamps (8.5 x 11 envelop).

97. UNIIMOG, CFPO-BPFC 5054, 19 X 1988, to Ontario. Canada 37¢ envelop [Gaines 022 (c)] torn at top right corner*.

98. UNIIMOG, CFPO-BPFC 5003, to US, 30 XI 1988 (last day). United Nations UNIIMOG cachet. Canada SC 918 (x3),
1199 [Gaines 022 (a)].

99. UNIIMOG (Ireland), Headquarters 23 Military Police Company 17 Mar 1990 cachet, -4 -4 1990, to US. UN (Geneva)
stamps [Gaines 068]. Two covers with different UN stamps.

100. UNIIMOG (Headquarters Tehran, Dezful, Iran), 23 Mar 1989, to US. UN (NY) stamps [Gaines 064].

101. UNIIMOG (Italy), Gruppo Osservatori Italiani UNIIMOG cachet on back. 14 Mar 1989, UN (NY) stamps
[Gaines 070].

102. UNIIMOG (Italy), 28 Feb 1990. UN (NY) & Italy Sc 1771 [Gaines 070].

103. UNIIMOG, New Zeal& Army Contingent, United Nations UNIIMOG cachet 21 Jun 1990. UN (NY) stamps
[Gaines 100].

104. UNIIMOG, to US, date unclear. Iranian stamps 100 Rls (x2).

105. UN Emergency Force, “Certified Official,” to Commanding Officer, RCAF Station, Trenton, Ontario, 13 Jun
1961, free mail with UN cachet [Gaines 200 (e) 4].*

106. UN Emergency Force, to Commanding Officer, RCAF Station, Trenton, Ontario, 16 Mar 1966, free mail with
UN cachet [Gaines 200 (h) 5].*

107. UN Transition Assistance Group (TAG) in Namibia, Windhoek to US, 2-X1-1989, SWA SG 360, & 60c 1989
Constitutional Election.

108. UN Office of the Secretary General in Afghanistan & Pakistan, to US, 28 Jun 1990, UN (NY) stamps.

109. UNTAG, CFPO 5004 to US, 18 VIII 89, Canada Sc 918 & 1170 [Gaines 022 (d)].

110. UNTAG, CFPO - BPFC 5004 to US, 22 Aug 1989, Canada Sc 918 & 1170 [Gaines 022 (a) — 022 (¢)].

111. UNTAG, CFPO - BPFC 5004 to US, 19 May 1989, Canada Sc 918 & 1170 [Gaines 022 (a)].

112. UNTAG, CFPO - BPFC 5004 to US, 22 Aug 1989, UN cachet, Canada Sc 1163 (x2) [Gaines 022 (¢)].

113. UNTAG, Liaison Office, Windhoek 10, to US, 2 VI 90, UN Geneva Sc 178 [Gaines 145] (underpaid mark? [T

in circle]).

Military Postal History Society Bulletin Vol. 58, No. 4, October 2020 57



114. UNTAG, Helitaly, SQD. ELC. ITALIA UNTAG — Namibia, Posta Militare, to US, 6. — 2. 90, Italy Sc 1771
(x2) [Gaines 070 (a)].

115. UNTAG, Helitaly, SQD. ELC. ITALIA UNTAG — Namibia, Posta Militare, to US, commemorative postcard
6.10.89, Italy 650 Lire Castle Montecchio(x2) [Gaines 070 (a)].

116. UNTAG, Germany Civpol cachet, Col. D.R. Buwitt, Civpol headquarters, to US, UN Sc 313, -1. —3.90
[Gaines 052].

117. UNTAG, United Kingdom, BMATT, London to US, GB 34 p Machin, 01 Jun 1990 [Gaines 145]

118. UN Angola Verification Mission, NY to US, 15 Aug 1990, UN NY Sc 524.

119. UN Observer Group in Central America (ONUCA), NY to US, 19 Mar 1990, UN NY (Nobel Peace Prize
1988; Honduras, 1989; Live Together in Peace, 1978).

120. ONUCA (cachet), Canada, CFPO — BPFC 5005 to US, 25 V 1990, Canada Sc 1271 [Gaines 022 (a)].

121. ONUCA (cachet), Canada, CFPO — BPFC 5005 to US, 18 VI 1990, Canada Sc 1094 & 1108 [Gaines 022 (a)].

122. ONUCA, Canada, CFPO — BPFC 5005 to US, 18 VI 1990, Canada Sc 1109, 1154-7.

123. ONUCA (cachet), Canada, CFPO — BPFC 5005 to US, 18 VI 1990, Canada Sc 1272.

124. ONUCA (cachet), Canada, CFPO 5005 to US, 18 VI 1990, Canada Sc 1160 & Vancouver Explores the Coast
(1988) [Gaines 022 (b)].

125. ONUCA (cachet), Canada, CFPO — BPFC 5005 to US (airmail), 25 V 1990, Canada Sc 1270 (x3).

126. ONUCA, Honduras to US, 18 Jun 1990, Honduras Sc 1132 overprint L..0.95.

Lot2
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DK ENTERPRISES

WORLDWIDE POSTAL HISTORY

Our  specialty is  military,
Naval, POW (Prisoner of War) and
internment camp postal history,
but we also offer a wide range of |
United States and worldwide stamps,
collections, covers, postal history, :
state and federal revenues, and Dick Keiser
postcards.

We set up at many shows around the country
and are active buyers of all material. We also offer
professional appraisal services for collections.

For quality postal history. visit our store at
10 NE Silver Pine Drive #110 in Bremerton,
Washington, see us at a show, or visit our website.

Dick Keiser — DK Enterprises,
POB 1881, Silverdale, WA 98383
Phone: (360) 692-3818 * E-mail: stamps@dickkeiser.com
Website: www.dickkeiser.com

APS, NSDA, USCS, MPHS, TSDA, SRS, ARA
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Rear Guard: Repple Depple
By David Kent

11-15-43
Honey:-
Today has been very quiet. It is now 4 p.m. and
apparently we will not be moved today. May be tomorrow, may

be next day. You know in the Army its “Hurry up and Wait.” et e
What is this I read in the California paper about Al s L
Ohio State winning from Illinois 12 minutes after the game m;“ 2 ol e
was over. I will be interested in reading the Columbus g;;‘o e Liday Prof de Lmerians,
clippings as it must have been a rather unusual game. Qedy ﬁwnbh<*“547 g“‘*
According to the short article I read both teams were called d&£$;9*§r&4ﬁ
back because of an off-sides. B = “*—ﬁmﬁ_Jﬁgh
It seems silly that we must be confined to barracks ; “;) ;E%%;::::
if we are not to leave immediately. I certainly would like i ‘*mhﬁﬁiil
to have seen the bright lights over the weekend especially )
. . . o)
since we were paid just a few days ago...but I guess the :;#muh .
army had other plans, or should I say, has other plans. ¥ 4. g, P
Most of the day I have been reading, catnapping and @ %A““*=w
checking over my equipment. You see we have to live out of a - “Aﬂmiifm,aah
barracks bag. Some of the clothes we can hang up but odds H‘E“‘Am_. ’
and ends are kept in the bag. At basic training we had nice b b“:f;f:;ma —
foot lockers. I wanted to see if I had everything that had pipesiatly gl M¢“uu_f“(*
been issued to me when I was inducted. It was the first time Fet “é? %rlyf -o A¥ 3
I had dug to the bottom since Gamp Grant. Those bags hold a ?W:de, 7 ?iff?““;“
lot of “stuff.” O AR N
We had a little excitement the other night. An Amﬁy_44w¢w Aol O
airplane kept circling very low over the camp with its i il Lr%ﬁvu#rrﬁw.uz

lights on apparently attempting to land. That was it. He
tried to land on the drill field but was not quite successful and cracked up. Smashed a wing and a
wheel but the pilot was not badly injured. One of the boys who was on guard duty near the field told
me the aviation student had become lost and had an empty gas tank.

The girls tell me they have received the pitchers. They weren’t much but just something from
Frisco. Thanks so much darling for sending them.

Your little yard bird.
Jim

Commentary: Private Jim Rumble writes his wife from the Replacement Depot at Camp Stoneman in Pittsburg, Calif. A
Replacement Depot (Repple Depple in Army slang) was a temporary assignment for men of various specialties who were being
sent overseas to fill gaps in the ranks. Later in the war the Army used the term “casual fillers” for such troops, a term seen in
lists of branch numbers assigned to postal units that accompanied these troops overseas.

Camp Stoneman was built in early 1942 as a large cantonment area on the northeast part of San Francisco Bay for
troops in transit to the Pacific. Construction was authorized by the War Department in January of 1942 and completed by
September. The camp could house and mess over 20,000 troops at a time on its 2,800 acres. Stoneman also housed German and
Italian prisoners of war. It was named for Civil War General George Stoneman, who was later governor of California. Over a
twelve-year existence covering both WW II and the Korean Conflict, more than 1,500,000 troops were processed through Camp
Stoneman. At the conclusions of each war the camp served as a separation center, helping returning soldiers get home promptly.

The city of Pittsburg has an interesting history, as the spelling of its name suggests. As gold seekers flocked to
California in the 1840s, they also found black gold in the form of coal deposits northeast of San Francisco Bay. Oceangoing
ships were in the process of shifting from sail to steam, and coal was the favored fuel. A coaling port was soon established,
named Black Diamond after the mining firm that built the railroad from there to the mines. As the Twentieth Century arrived
ships began using oil as a more efficient fuel, and demand for coal fell. But in 1910 the Columbia Steel Co. opened a plant
which made steel castings for the dredging, lumber and shipping industries. Residents welcomed the new industry, and it led
them to change the name of the city to Pittsburg, for the great steel and iron center back East. The change was made when the
Pennsylvania city was experimenting with spelling its name without the final “H.” Although the eastern city has long since
resumed using the final “H,” its California namesake keeps the old spelling.

Postal records say that the Replacement Depot branch was established on 1 December 1942 and closed on 29 February
1944. Despite the short period of operation, the post office obviously processed enough mail from men enroute overseas to need
a cancelling machine.
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	Mail sent by AEF personnel that was other than 1st class also required prepayment of postage.
	Figure 12 shows two examples of wrappers, both with AEF censor markings indicating overseas origin. At this time, the transient 2nd class rate for newspapers and periodicals was $0.01 for 4 ounces and the single-piece 3rd class rate for miscellaneous printed matter was $0.01 for 2 ounces. Both wrappers had appropriate postage to be used to send unit newspapers or copies of Stars and Stripes to the US. Stars and Stripes was published weekly in France by the American Expeditionary Forces from February 8, 1918, to June 13, 1919. The newspaper's mission was to provide soldiers with the latest news from home and the AEF, and publishing cartoons and humorous writing. It also helped strengthen the morale of the troops and to promote unity within the American forces, then widely scattered (in February 1918) across the Western Front, training with and supporting the British and French armies.
	Postage was also required on packages and souvenirs that the troops sent home from Europe. Figure 13 illustrates two uses of parcel post mailings.
	The top item is an envelope postmarked in March 1919 (cancel type 5001) with 12¢ postage that paid the Zone 8 rate for one pound. (Note the stretch marks at the edges of the cover.) The USPOD had declared that all parcel post shipments between the AEF and the US would be categorized as Zone 8. While, as part of the means to raise revenue for the war, the USPOD also imposed, effective December 1, 1917, a special War Tax on all mailings with 4th class postage greater than $0.24. This additional war tax did not apply to parcels to or from the AEF. The second use of
	parcel post shows the mailing of a war souvenir home to the US. The $0.24 postage was appropriate for a two pound, Zone 8 mailing, which matches the average weight of a German WWI Stahlhelm helmet.
	During World War I, there were a number of civilians that worked for or in support of the AEF. Different from the World War II experience, none of these civilians were given the free frank privilege even while they were in the active combat zones of the war.
	One of the largest and most widespread support organizations was the YMCA. A total of 26,000 paid staff of men and women served with the YMCA, along with 35,000 volunteers attending to the spiritual and social needs of an armed force of 4.8 million troops. It performed 90 per cent of all welfare work with American Expeditionary Forces in Europe. The YMCA operated 26 R&R leave centers in France, 4,000 "huts" and tents for re-creation and religious services, 1,500 canteens and
	Many Quakers have refused to serve in the military and, like other pacifists, were persecuted for their beliefs. Yet, the Quaker belief is not a passive acceptance of evil, but a belief in the positive expression of love and reconciliation. As an active commitment to peace, English and American Quakers engaged in relief and reconstruction work in Europe during and after World War I. They provided civilian relief in France, Belgium, Russia, Serbia, Austria, and Poland, and among the interned "alien enemies" in Great Britain. They provided food and medical care to refugees and rebuilt villages and houses destroyed in the fighting.
	Again, being civilians, their mail was subject to regular postal rules and rates. The cover in Figure 15 was mailed by a Quaker from a British Army Post Office in Paris on November 3, 1917. In 1908, Great Britain and the US agreed to a postal treaty that effectively applied the US domestic letter rate to mail between the two countries (then at US $0.02/oz to GB and GB 1d/oz to the US). Mail could be sent unpaid or short paid, and any amount due was collected at double the deficiency. Unlike the United States, the British military allowed the Society of Friends the free mail privilege. This, however, was not recognized by the USPOD, which rated this envelope as four cents postage due for double the US $0.02 rate. The Post Office apparently took into account that the letter was in transit when the US war rate increased from $0.02/oz to $0.03/oz on Nov2, 1917.
	Another civilian support organization with great presence was the American Red Cross. Its primary missions were to provide service to the American Armed Forces, service to Allied military forces, particularly the French, service to civilian victims of war, with an emphasis on the children of Europe, and limited service to American and Allied prisoners of war. Among the many Service Corps were the Nursing Corps (19,931 were assigned to active duty with the Army, Navy, US. Public Health Service, and the Red Cross overseas) and the Hospital Service. (Many of the Red Cross nurses and well over 2,000 nurse’s aides, physicians and dietitians served in
	military and veterans hospitals). Among the lesser known theaters of operation were the Red Cross’ efforts for the support of the troops and civilians in the North Russian and Siberian Expeditions of the Allied North Russia Intervention in 1918-1920. Approximately one hundred and thirty nurses and fifty nurse's aides participated in service in Siberia. As these were all civilians, they did not have the free frank privilege for mail. The top cover in Figure 16 was mailed by a Red Cross nurse’s aide from Siberia. Postmarked June 6, 1919, it bears three cents postage for the 1st class rate.
	While on the subject of Siberia, another specialized group supporting the Allied North Russia Intervention was the Russian Railway Service Corps. This was a semi-military organization of American railway engineers and technicians formed by the Department of State in September 1917 at the request of the Provisional Government of Russia to operate the Trans-Siberian, Chinese Eastern, and Ussuri Railways. The first contingent of 350 men under the command of Colonel George Emerson arrived in Vladivostok on December 14, 1917, but did not land due to ice in the harbor and a lack of quarters ashore. Consequently they wintered in Nagasaki, Japan. Part of the unit went from there to Harbin in March and the rest to Vladivostok in August, 1918. Evacuation of the entire RRSC from Siberia was completed by July 1920. The bottom illustration in Figure 16 shows a letter mailed by a RRSC member in July 1919 from Siberia bearing two cents postage.
	During their period of service, the men of the RRSC were clothed in United States Army uniforms, wore the insignia of United States Army officers, and were armed. Their time in service was accepted by the US Government in lieu of the actual military service. However, after the war, the US Government decided that these men had always been civilians, and denied these men honorable discharge certificates and veteran status. Part of the Government’s argument was based on that the fact that the RRSC was not allowed to use the free frank accorded to military personnel. Finally, after losing in court cases, the US Government in 1973 provided honorable discharge certificates and veteran status to the approximately three dozen remaining men.
	Stamps were also required on mail from civilian crew members on ships traveling between the US and foreign ports in the war zone. Figure 18 shows a cover mailed by a civilian sailor on the SS San Jacinto and postmarked at APO 702, Paris. During the period the United States participated in World War I, SS San Jacinto, an American commercial passenger-cargo ship, served under US. Army charter in convoys from New York to St. Nazaire. Although the US Navy considered acquiring San Jacinto, she remained under Army control through the end of the war. After the war, the ship returned to commercial service. She was used again for cargo transport in WWII, and was sunk by a German U-boat in April 1942.
	If the civilian crewman chose to use a foreign postal service, he was of course required to pay the local postage. Figure 19 shows a cover mailed in November 1918, by a crewman of the USAT Sherman. This ship was assigned to the US. Army Transport Service (ATS) Pacific Fleet. This part of the US Army operated transport ships for both troop transport and cargo service between United States ports and overseas posts, and was different from the Army Transportation Service, created in France in 1917 to manage American Expeditionary Forces transport. The ATS ships, prefixed “USAT” were Army owned and directed but crewed by civilian merchant mariners. The USAT Sherman made many voyages across the Pacific to support garrisons in the Philippines, Hawaii and Alaska, and in 1918 was one of the ships used to bring US troops to Siberia.
	The last type of mail requiring postage to be discussed here is letters from civilians who were in the direct employment of the AEF.
	As part of the Administrative and Technical Staff of the AEF General Staff Headquarters, the Director General of Transportation (DGT) was responsible for the operation, maintenance and construction of all railways and canals under American control and with the construction and maintenance of wharves and roads. and of shops and other buildings for railway purposes. Another part of the General Staff was the AEF Chief Engineer. This office had command of the AEF's utilities and transportation, and was responsible for camps, depot, forestry service and other types of building and rebuilding for the support of the AEF. Both areas were responsible for significant amounts of construction work and planning, and required the services of trained draftsmen and clerks as an integral part of the work.
	The covers shown in Figure 20 represent both external and internal correspondence. The top cover, franked with $0.03 postage, mailed from a civilian draftsman in Paris in February 1918 bears postage canceled with a “Flag” series machine cancel (MPHS Type 6001). These cancels were used at only a few large and stationary APOs. Note that although this is early 1918, the cancel still displays the initial “low series” APO number 2 in the cancel. In April 1918, a machine with 702 was also be placed in service.
	The bottom cover though mailed by a civilian working at the Headquarters of the Service of Supply, was censored and sent from Tours to Paris without postage or other military mail endorsement and was accepted by the French postal service without charge. The postmark is “Flag” with APO 717 reading down (Type 6011).
	As part of the US Army's post-armistice education aims, General Pershing wanted to support the needs of soldiers in their future role as civilians pushing the United States forward. He wrote “This citizen army must return to the United States prepared to take an active and intelligent part in the future progress of our country.”  There were many educational opportunities offered after World War I to personnel in the AEF. Some stayed in Europe and studied at major educational centers such as the Sorbonne, London's Inns of Court, or the University
	of Edinburgh. Beyond the university level, other educational opportunities of various sorts were made available to virtually every soldier in the AEF.
	One of the largest programs was the AEF's own university at Beaune, created from nothing in a few short weeks to give soldiers academic opportunities at the college level. For a few months in the spring of 1919, this university was the largest in the English-speaking world. Thirteen programs were taught, including Agriculture, Letters, Fine and Applied Arts, Education, Journalism, Correspondence, Engineering, Music, Business Administration, Law, Medicine, Science and Citizenship. The program was created in partnership with the Army Education Committee of the YMCA, and about 300 men from the YMCA became instructors for the AEF University. Others came from the colleges and universities of the US, including Professor Earle G. Linsley, the sender of the cover shown in Figure 21.  A professor of science and later astronomy, he came from Mills College in Oakland, CA.
	As civilians, he and other instructors had to put postage on their mail. Censorship was still in effect for AEF mail at this time, including mail from civilians. The stamps are cancelled by an illegible Military Postal Express Service cancel of the A4000 double-ring type. This envelope must have been filled to bursting, based on the nine cents triple-weight postage.
	In summary, there were multiple times and reasons why mail from AEF personnel, or others connected to the war effort, would have had to use stamps on their mail. Identifying the reasons and finding examples is just one more of the many byways that can be followed in the pursuit of this postal history.
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