
'Bulletin' of the Military Postal History Society: (Bulletin Oct 2021)

Back Issue of Military Postal History Society 'Bulletin': (Bulletin Oct 2021)

Most of the back issues of the Military Postal History Society 'Bulletin' are available to the general
public. The issues available span the period from 1937 to 2022. The MPHS is a non-profit
organization for philatelists and stamp collectors interested in the collecting and studying of the
postal aspects of all wars and military actions of all countries, including soldiers' campaign covers,
naval mail, occupation and internment covers, patriotics, propaganda, V-mail, censorship and
similar related material.

You are encouraged to join the MPHS to realize the additional benefits of membership. See: 
https://militaryphs.org/membership

List of Index Items for This Publication

V-Mails and BBs

Deanna Durbin Revisited

France, WWII Camp de Curs

More on Maj Reder, Ltc Kappler and the Last POW

Story of Maj Walter Reder

A Fake Philippine Guerrilla Cover (WWII)

United Nations Peacekeeping Operations by Poland Part 2 1973-2008

https://militaryphs.org/membership
https://militaryphs.org/membership


MILITARY POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY

BULLETIN

Vol. 59, No. 4, October 2021

See Page 5

ALSO  FEATURED  IN  THIS  ISSUE

Repatriates’ Correspondence during S.S. Drottningholm’s Mercy Ship Voyages in WWII 

Major Reder and Lt. Col. Kappler

United Nations Peacekeeping Operations by Poland – Part 2

 The Cost of Freedom: Recipients of the Purple Heart Medal

Chaplains and Naval Mail in the Early 20th Century

 France, WWII, Camp de Gurs

 And 7 more articles, columns and features 



2     Military Postal History Society Bulletin  Vol. 59, No. 4, October 2021

The MPHS Bulletin (ISSN1075-5640) is published quarterly.   Subscription is  included in the annual
MPHS membership dues. Copyright © 2021 by the MPHS, Inc. All rights reserved.

MPHS Bulletin Editor: Dann Mayo
Correspondence:  dannmphsmayo@yahoo.com         Content: mphsbcontent@yahoo.com

Military Postal History Society 

The MPHS promotes the study of the postal aspects of

all  wars  and  military  actions  of  all  nations.  Our

members'  interests  include  soldier  campaign  covers,

patriotics, prisoner-of-war mail, naval mail, occupation

and internment covers, picture postcards of a military

nature,  camp  cancels,  field  post  offices,  propaganda

labels and leaflets,  V-mail,  censored mail and similar

related material. 

Officers

President: Roger Santala, 2244 Fairview Pl, Billings, 
MT 59102-0614, rogrmt@gmail.com

Vice President: Harold Krische, 6-24455 61 Ave., Lang-
ley, BC, V2Y 0R4, Canada,  hjkrische@gmail.com 

Secretary: Ed Fisher, 725 S. Adams Rd, Ste 252, Bir-
mingham, MI 48009-6983, efisherco@earthlink.net

Treasurer: Dann Mayo, PO Box 6401, d’Iberville, MS 

39540, dannmphsmayo@yahoo.com

Board of Directors

Past President: Ed Dubin, dubine@comcast.net

Conventions: David A. Kent, kentdave@aol.com

Auction Manager: Kelly Horn, kfhorn@bellsouth.net

Awards: Jeff Curtis, jcurtis55@ymail.com

CD Sales: Regis Hoffman, rgmmhoffman@comcast.net

Norm Gruenzner, ngruenzner@comcast.net

Kurt Stauffer, kastauffer@aol.com

Earl Toops, treaty_ports@yahoo.com

Appointed Positions:

General Counsel: Bob Zeigler

Webmaster: Bob Swanson, bobswansong@gmail.com 

CONTENTS

Society Business & Announcements 2

AEF Siberia #3 Obliterator, Fred Hensel 5

United Nations Peacekeeping Operations by 
Poland – Part 2, Marc Parren 6

The Story of Maj. Walter Reder, Larry Nelson  11

More on Major Reder, Lt. Col. Kappler and 
“The Last POW”, Roger Santala 15

The Cost of Freedom: Recipients of the Purple 
Heart Medal, Daniel M. Telep 17

Repatriates’ Correspondence during S.S. 
Drottningholm’s Mercy Ship Voyages in WWII,
Louis Fiset 22

France, WWII, Camp de Gurs, Dann Mayo 31

A Fake Philippine Guerrilla Cover, Russ Carter 35

Merry Christmas 1965 from Saigon, Elgin E. 
Sink 36

Some Features of the Ministry of Navy 
Chaplains and Naval Mail in the Early 20th 
Century, Sozont S. Singh 37

Stars and Strife: Deanna Durbin Revisited, 
Thomas Richards & Regis Hoffman 40

On the Show Circuit, Alan Warren 41

Philatelic Militaria, Alan Warren 42

Member Ads 43

Rear Guard: V-mails and BBs, David Kent 44



Military Postal History Society Bulletin  Vol. 59, No. 4, October 2021    3

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

You’ve Joined Up.  Now Join In.

Things are happening!

BALPEX September 3-5 marked the return of the MPHS
to the show circuit and a live annual convention featuring a
presentation  by  Steven  Berlin  on  “Mail  Robbery  in
Military  Conflicts.”  Heading  into  the  convention  your
Board  held  its  second virtual  meeting  on August  7,  and
decided to plan for our next  annual convention to be held
at NOJEX October 14-16 2022 in East Rutherford, NJ. 

Harold Krische is doing great work on Zoom meetings for
the MPHS. At the first meeting in June, Harold presented
his  own  work  on  German  WW1  POW’s  in  Ninoshima
Japan. The second, in September, featured Robert Toombs
with a presentation on the WWII RAF Ferry Command at
Dorval. Harold has a goal of a monthly meetings. To be of
service  to  the  Society,  the  MPHS  needs  YOU  as  an
audience and  as a  presenter.  Please send  suggestions  for
topics, presenters and feedback to Harold!

Kudos to Bob, Dann, Dave, Harold, Jeff, Kelly, and Kurt
for working to improve MPHS. They deserve your support.

The Society needs PARTICIPANTS at all levels. Check the
website! Have you looked at the auction lately? “Like” us
on  Facebook.  ZOOM in.  Heck,  I  bet  Dann would  even
enjoy your article or an image of a favorite cover.  How
about using the "member free ad" option  to sell  or buy
material, or to ask for research help?

If you have wants, needs, suggestions, or ideas, let’s hear
them. You have joined up, now JOIN IN!!

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

Emulating Roger, I will keep this short.

I  am  the  world’s  worst  proofreader.  My  thanks  to  Ken
Lawrence  for  pointing  out  that  Hitler’s  first  name  was
Adolf, not Adolph.  Proofreading is another good reason to
visit the Staging Area of our website: save me from myself!

For  the  first  time  since  taking  on  the  editorship,  I  am
closing out this issue with  under half the article pages on
hand that I will need for a full-sized next issue. Reprints
are  a  possible  answer,  but  original  articles  from  our
members are better. As Roger has pointed out,  joining is
great, but it would really help if you would JOIN IN here.

At the August Board meeting the matter of the 2-column
vs. the full-page format was re-raised, and a plea was made
for larger photos. It has also been suggested that 11 point
type (what you are reading now) would be preferable to 12
point (which is used for the articles). If anyone has a strong
opinion  on  any  of  these  subjects,  please  express  it  by
contacting Roger (with a CC to me, please).

Webmaster Report 

I want to add my encouragement that you  read the report
below from Kurt Stauffer regarding the Facebook page and
answer his call to participate.

We  are  experimenting  with  a  new main  web page and
system for the Military Postal History Society. By the time
this  Bulletin  is  published,  we  may  have  a  new  page
installed.  We  are  working  with  the  well-known  web
authoring system called WordPress. This system allows any
authorized user to make comments and post Society news
entries.  Contact  me  if  you  are  interested  in  directly
posting news and articles to our website.   Bob Swanson,
bobswansong@gmail.com 

Facebook Report

Happy  to  report  that  since  May  we  have  recruited  213
members to the site. New content is being added everyday
and we are beginning to see more participation on the page.

We  do  need  more  participation  from  members  of  the
Society however. Most of the Facebook members are not
actual members of MPHS. We need more MPHS members
to join and share material from their collections.   We are
working hard to promote membership on the page but we
need your help to convert them by sharing on the page.

Here is the link to our page:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1407687939630769

If you are not already on Facebook, the site will prompt
you to "join Facebook".  Then you just need to follow the
bouncing ball. Kurt Stauffer, kastauffer@aol.com 

Auction Manager’s Report Fall 2021

Legendary innovators like Franklin, Snow, and Darwin all 
possess some common intellectual qualities—a certain 
quickness of mind, unbounded curiosity—but they also 
share one other defining attribute. They have a lot of 
hobbies.
Steven Johnson, Where Good Ideas Come from: The 
Natural History of Innovation

Indulge in your hobby and bid or consign. We’ll all benefit.

Summary of  Auction  219:  32 of  79  lots  sold (41%)  for
$418.50.   5 successful bidders of 8 total bidders.

For a complete list of Prices realized, see
http://www.militaryphs.org/auctions/sale219/results.html

Recently we have made the MPHS auctions  very attractive
to sellers and buyers:  Seller commission as low as 5%, and
no  buyer’s  commission.   For  full  details,  please  e-mail
kfhorn@bellsouth.net
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MPHS Awards

Congratulations to

Richard  Martorelli.  MPHS  Bulletin  Award  for  best
article, 2020 MPHS Bulletin: Stamps Required

Steven Berlin. Theo Van Dam MPHS Grand Award,  for
best  military  exhibit  by  a  member  at  our  2021  Annual
Meeting:  Mail  Robbery in Military Conflicts  1745-1945

(Also   MPHS Exhibit Award at BALPEX 2021)

Eric Knapp. MPHS Exhibit Award at the 2021 G.A.S.S. 
Alaska at War: World War II and Western Canada 

New Members

MPHS is pleased to Welcome
John Adams
Gerald Cole
US; France & Cols.; GB & Cols.; Mexico; Neth. Indies; 
HK Singapore

Justin Gordy
WWI, WWII, Korea, VN, Persian Gulf

Raymond W. Gregory
USA; US Occupation Zones & Territories; AMG Germany

Robert E. Juceam
Rich Nallenweg
APO, Ship and Postal History covers dealer

Joseph Parise
WWII covers; Patriotics all eras; Desert Storm/Shield

Dr. Rubem Porto, Jr.
Fred Reynolds
Soldiers’ mail, all eras; Big Red One WWI & WWII

Mark Sellhorn
Germany: inflation period, colonies, and Hitler head 
obliterations 

François Steichen
Occupation covers, cancels & overprints; cancelled in 
Luxembourg 1940-44

Richard Weight
James Wilson
WWI Postal History; Worldwide Postal History; Germany; 
US

And to Welcome Back returning members

Capt. Lawrence Brennan (USN, Ret.)
USN, primarily real sailor’s mail 19th century to date with 
emphasis on WWI and WWII censored mail 

Larry Goldberg
WWI FPOs; GB definitives & postmarks; Winston 
Churchill topical

John Jensen

MPHS Auction 221
Closing 31 December 2021

is on the MPHS Website  at 

http://www.militaryphs.org/auctions/sale221/ 

150 lots including

To Charles R. Codman, Pilot and POW in WWI,
Aide to George Patton in WWII

Unable to access the auction on the website?  For a printed
copy of the auction list, please send SAE to Kelly Horn,
1505 Caswell St., Raleigh, NC 27608-2309



AEF Siberia #3 Obliterator

By Fred Hensel

One of the rarest postmarks from the American Expeditionary Force, Siberia is the steel obliterator #3.  For the
last hundred years there has been only one known.  That one can be seen on the MPHS Website in Mr. Al
Kugel’s exhibit on the American. Intervention in Siberia (http://militaryphs.org/exhibits/kugel_siberia.pdf) .

A few months ago, having nothing better to do because of the lockdown, I was looking at the current auction
catalogs on the web.  I was amazed to see this postcard listed as a common card from the AEF Siberia.  I put in
a bid and a few days later I was the proud owner of the card.

Break in obliterator  as shown in the current  and
Kugel examples, both postmarked December 20.

It was written by Capt. Crampton, who is well known to Siberian collectors.  He had his own censor marking
(type C-13) which he rarely used; there are under ten examples recorded. The card has a picture of Lake Baikal
and the one word message for his wife. The type C-2 censor marking is signed by Capt. Crampton. I can only
assume that he was on some sort of assignment and wanted to let his wife know that he was all right.

As you can see, the obliterator that has the 3 has been broken.  Maybe it was dropped. In any event, so far it
appears that it was never used again after December 20th, 1918.

Always keep looking – you never know what might turn up.
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Check my Offers and Services at my secure Website or send me Email

E-mail: mikewhiteuk@aol.com Website: www.mikewhiteuk.com



United Nations Peacekeeping Operations by Poland – Part 2

By Marc Parren

Continued from the July, 2021 MPHS Bulletin (Vol. 59, No. 3, p.39)
Asia

United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia

The United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) was a peacekeeping mission that took place
between 1992 and 1993 and aided the country’s transformation from the Khmer Rouge regime. Poland also
participated in the running-up operation UNAMIC in Cambodia in 1991. It was the first time the UN had taken
over the administration of an independent state, organised and run (as opposed to monitoring or supervising) an
election, had its own radio station and jail, and been responsible for promoting and safeguarding human rights
at  the  national  level.  At  the  time  the  operation  commenced,  the  Polish  armed  forces  were  in  a  state  of
transformation. With the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact just one year earlier and still far from joining NATO,
the military was largely unprepared for the peacekeeping mission it  was to undertake.  However,   a Polish
military  contingent  took part  in  the  UNTAC’s  operation  alongside  16,000 troops  from 45 other  countries.
Poland sent a battalion-sized contingent of engineering units and supply. They provided water, food and fuel but
also repaired roads and bridges. The mission was the first time the Polish Army engaged in a direct combat role
since 1945. It also cost the life of five Polish soldiers, attacked by Khmer Rouge militants.

International Security Assistance Force - Afghanistan
The  International  Security  Assistance  Force  (ISAF)  was  a  NATO-led  military  mission  in  Afghanistan,
established by the United Nations Security Council in December 2001, as envisaged by the Bonn Agreement. Its
main purpose was to train the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) and assist Afghanistan in rebuilding key
government institutions, but was also engaged in the War in Afghanistan (2001–2021) against the Taliban. 

From 2002 until December 2014 (when ISAF ended), Polish military forces were part of the Coalition Forces
that participated in the ISAF mission in Afghanistan led by NATO. Initially some 200 troops were sent that
gradually grew to over 2,000 men. In the years 2008–2013, the Polish contingent was made responsible for the
security of the province of Ghazni in the east, including the training and mentoring of Afghan army and police
forces.  During its  peak presence (2010–2012),  the Polish contingent  numbered 2,600 soldiers and military
personnel along with a 400-strong rear element in Poland. Only a few contingents in Afghanistan were as fully-
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Cancelled with the handstamp ‘UNTAC 1992-1993 Polski
Kontyngent  Wojskowy  Kambodza’  [UNTAC  1992-1993
Polish  Military  Contingent  of  Cambodia]  forwarded  by
pouch  to  Warsaw  where  on  3  November  1993  it  was
cancelled by the Pitney Bowes meter reading ‘wojskowa
poczta polowa‘ (military field post) Warszawa 60.

Cover postmarked 25 August 2002 Feldpost 1391 (Kabul,
Afghanistan) with handstamp ‘Pluton Saperow / Brygada
Saperow im Tadeusza’ [Sapper Platoon / Tadeusz Sapper
Brigade].



equipped as the Poles, with transport aircraft, helicopters and heavy artillery. Poland's contribution to ISAF was
the country's largest since its entrance into NATO. Also when ISAF came to an end Poland has remained present
in Afghanistan until this very day with around 290 soldiers. Poland initially used the German Feldpost but  from
2010 mail was sent by pouch to Warsaw and handled in the usual way (Jack 2014).

Africa

United Nations Transition Assistance Group – South West Africa/Namibia
The United Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG) was a UN peacekeeping force deployed from April
1989 to March 1990 in South West Africa/Namibia to monitor the peace process and elections there. South West
Africa,  a German colony, had been occupied by South Africa since 1915. After the war, South Africa was
granted the League of Nations Mandate to administer the territory of South West Africa. South Africa ran the
country  as  if  it  were  simply  another  province,  granting  it  political  representation  in  the  South  African
Parliament,  and integrating  it  economically  into  the  country.  Though there  was  talk  of  official  union,  the
government never officially acted to annex the territory. 

Since  1966,  South  African  forces  had been  combating  an  insurgency by the  People's  Liberation  Army of
Namibia (PLAN),  the military wing of the Namibian-nationalist  South West  African People's  Organization
(SWAPO).  In  1975,  Angola,  Namibia's  northern  neighbour,  gained  its  independence  from Portugal  and  a
coalition government took over there. However, the coalition quickly broke down and the Angolan Civil War
began. The United States and South Africa supported one group, the National Union for the Total independence
of Angola (UNITA), the Soviet Union backed the People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA),
and the People's Republic of China supported the National Liberation Front of Angola (FNLA). 

The MPLA occupied  the  capital  and the  economically
crucial oil fields with the help of Cuban troops and was
soon recognized as the legitimate government by many
countries,  although  UNITA  and  FNLA  united  and

continued to control large swaths of the country. The MPLA allowed SWAPO to establish bases on Angolan soil
from which to launch attacks on the South African Defense Force (SADF) and other targets. This lead to the so-
called Border War with raids by the SADF deep into the south of Angola. The UN Security Council passed
Resolution  435  in  1978,  which  set  out  a  plan  for  elections  administered  by  South  Africa  but  under  UN
supervision and control after a ceasefire. Poland deployed a Logistic Battalion which provided third line logistic
support as well as Military Observers and Electoral Supervisors. Elections took place in November 1989. They
were peaceful  and declared free  and fair.  The new constitution  was adopted four  months  later  and it  was
followed by Namibia's official independence and the successful conclusion of UNTAG.
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Postmarked  3  September  1989  Warszawa  60,  printed
logo  ‘Polski  Kontyngent  Wojskowy  1989  UNTAG
Namibia  1990’  [Polish  Military  Contingent  1989
UNTAG  Namibia  1990]  and  ‘Wojskowa  Bezplatna’
[Military Free] with eagle

UNTAG cover  postmarked  6  March  1990  Warszawa  60
and three different handstamps reading ‘Polski Wojskowy
Jednostka  Logistyczna  UNTAG  Namibia  1989  –  1990’
[Polish Military Logistics Unit  UNTAG Namibia 1989 –
1990]



United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara

Western Sahara, a Territory on the north-west coast of Africa bordered by Morocco, Mauritania and Algeria,
was administered by Spain until 1976. Both Morocco and Mauritania asserted a claim to the territory, claims
opposed by the Frente Popular para la Liberación de Saguia el-Hamra y de Río de Oro (Frente POLISARIO).
The UN has been seeking a settlement in Western Sahara since the withdrawal of Spain in 1976 and the ensuing
fighting between Morocco, which had "reintegrated" the Territory, and the independence movement the Frente
POLISARIO, supported by Algeria. 

In 1985, the United Nations Secretary-General, in cooperation with the Organisation of African Unity, initiated
a mission of good offices leading to "the settlement proposals,” which were accepted on 30 August 1988 by
Morocco and the Frente POLISARIO. However, it had to wait until 1991 before the Security Council decided to
establish the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO).

At  full  strength,  the  military  component  would
consist  of  approximately  1,700  personnel,  and  the
security unit of about 300 police officers. Since the
deployment  of  MINURSO in  September  1991,  the
ceasefire has generally held. MINURSO is to oversee
a referendum, and criteria for eligibility to vote have
retarded the process. Identification of applicants from
the three tribal groupings was completed at the end of
December 1999. Although the identification process
has  been  completed,  the  parties  continue  to  hold
divergent  views  regarding  the  appeals  process,  the
repatriation  of  refugees  and  other  crucial  aspects
which  have  not  been  solved  until  this  very  day.
During  the  last  couple  of  years  the  military
component  has  consisted  of  approximately  200
personnel.  In  the  beginning  of  MINURSO  Poland
contributed a logistics unit (Durch 1993). 

United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda

Fighting  between  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  mainly
Hutu  Government  of  Rwanda  and  the  Tutsi-led
Rwandese  Patriotic  Front  (RPF)  first  broke  out  in
October 1990 across the border between Rwanda and
Uganda. A number of ceasefire agreements followed
but  were  not  respected.  The  United  Nations
Assistance  Mission  for  Rwanda  (UNAMIR)  was
established in October 1993 and intended to assist in
the implementation of the Arusha Accords signed in
August 1993, which was meant to end the Rwandan
Civil  War. In April 1994, the Presidents of Rwanda
and  of  Burundi  were  killed  while  returning  from
peace  talks  in  Tanzania,  when  the  Rwandese  plane
crashed as it was landing in Kigali, Rwanda's capital.
This  set  off  a  tidal  wave  of  political  and  ethnic

killings. The killings, targeted Tutsi and moderate Hutus, and were mainly carried out by the armed forces, the
presidential guard and the ruling party's youth militia.
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Incoming aerogramme cancelled 7 October  1996 Rumla
addressed  to  civilian  P.O.  Box  number  in  Laayoune,
Western Sahara used by MINURSO.

Incoming cover cancelled 20 December 1993 
Warszawa addressed to civilian P.O. Box number in 
Kigali, Rwanda used by UNAMIR.



Only five Polish officers and cadets, mostly from the completed UNTAC mission in Cambodia, served in the
UNAMIR mission that lasted from October 1993 till March 1996. They arrived in Kigali at the end of 1993 and
their task was to prepare plans and organization of logistic support for UNAMIR. 

Europe

United Nations Protection Force – ex-Yugoslavia

The United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) was the United Nations peacekeeping force in Croatia and
in Bosnia and Herzegovina during the Yugoslav Wars. Three United Nations Protection Areas were created and
observers  were  sent  to  some areas.  The  force  was  to  supervise  the  demilitarization  of  protected  areas,  to
investigate tensions between nationalities living in UN protected areas, and to intervene and mediate with the
parties to the conflict. The force was formed in February 1992 and its mandate ended in March 1995. Poland
contributed some 1,100 troops as well as some 20 police and 30 observers. 

In  December  1995 the  forces  of  UNPROFOR were  reflagged under  the  NATO led  Implementation  Force
(IFOR) whose task was to implement the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina
(otherwise known as the Dayton Agreement). In December 1996, the task of IFOR was taken over by SFOR.

Stabilisation Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina

The Stabilisation Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina (SFOR) was a NATO-led multinational peacekeeping force
deployed to Bosnia and Herzegovina after the Bosnian war. Although SFOR was led by NATO, several non-
NATO countries contributed troops including Poland. It was replaced by EUFOR Althea in December 2004.
The  Polish  troops  were  stationed  at  Tuzla  in  the  north  of  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  and  consisted  of  a
mechanized paratroop battalion as part of the Operational Reserve Rapid Reaction Force. 

Kosovo Force 

The Kosovo Force (KFOR) is a NATO-led international peacekeeping force responsible for establishing and
maintaining peace and security in Kosovo. This includes maintaining general law and order, and ensuring that
agreements that have been reached between factions at the end of the Kosovo war are adhered to. The force also
supports the UN transitional administration (UNMIK). KFOR derives its mandate from UN Security Council
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Cancelled 31 August 1992 by Pitney Bowes meter reading
‘wojskowa poczta polowa‘ (military field post) Warszawa
60  and  handstamp  ‘Polski  Kontyngent  Wojskowy
UNPROFOR  1992-1993’  [Polish  Military  Contingent
UNPROFOR 1992-1993]

Sent  19  October  1994  by  ‘Jednostka  wojskowa  1135’
[Military Unit 1135] based in Croatia cancelled the next
day  by  the  large  dated  single  circle  UNPROFOR
forwarded by pouch to Warsaw where it was registered 3
November 1994 and cancelled by the Pitney Bowes meter
reading  ‘wojskowa  poczta  polowa‘  (military  field  post)
Warszawa 60 and delivered 2 days later in Bgoszoz.



Resolution  (UNSCR) 1244 of  10  June 1999 and the  military-technical  agreement  between NATO and the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Serbia.

KFOR forces entered Kosovo on 11 June 1999, a day
after the adoption of UN Security Council Resolution
1244.  At  the  time,  Kosovo  was  facing  a  grave
humanitarian  crisis,  with  military  forces  from  the
Federal  Republic  of  Yugoslavia  and  the  Kosovo
Liberation  Army  in  daily  engagement.  Nearly  one
million people had fled Kosovo as refugees.

Poland began deploying troops on 23 June 1999. The
18th Landing Battalion from Bielsko-Biala, serving as
strategic reserve at  SFOR in Bosnia,  was employed
and they were based in Urosevac/Ferizaj led by the
USA at Camp Bondsteel. The initial contribution was
to send an 800-person unit, comprising Polish soldiers
alongside troops from Ukraine and Lithuania. 

A  Polish–Ukrainian  Peace  Force  Battalion
(POLUKRBAT) was formed in the late 1990s, which since 2000 was deployed as part of KFOR with some 550
Polish and 300 Ukrainian men. During the years 2001-2005 the troop strength was reduced to 574 soldiers and
next reduced to around 300 troops and from the year 2010 further to over 200 soldiers.

Conclusion

I have presented here covers from most peacekeeping operations in which Poland participated with military
contingents since 1973 apart from Chad. Polish military observers were present in Western Sahara as we saw
but also in Angola, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Georgia, Kuwait, Liberia, Sudan
and Tajikistan of which I do not have examples at hand. For any additional information please contact the
author at marcparren@hotmail.com.
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Cancelled  4  June  2002  by  Pitney  Bowes  meter  reading
‘wojskowa poczta polowa‘ military field post)  Warszawa
60 and delivered the next day in Warszawa 43.



The Story of Maj. Walter Reder

By Larry Nelson

Introduction

SS Sturmbahnführer (Major) Walter Reder fought on the Eastern front during World War II with distinction
receiving among others, the Iron Cross First Class, the German Cross in Gold and the Knights Cross. He was
wounded in the neck and part of his left arm was amputated.  In 1944, Reder was fighting in northern Italy; he
was later accused of war crimes. Reder was subsequently tried, convicted and, in October 1951, sentenced to
life imprisonment in the Italian military prison at Gaeta. This is his story as told by related postal history.

Background

Walter Reder was born February 4, 1915 in the small
German-speaking  Austro-Hungarian  town  of
Freiwaldau  (located  in  the  Sudetenland  region  of
Czechoslovakia after World War I). 

Card dated from December 12, 1938 with a provisional
Freiwaldau  cancel.  Germany  had  annexed  the
Sudetenland on September 30, 1938. 

When his father went bankrupt in 1928, Reder moved
to Vienna to live with his aunt. In 1932 he moved to
Linz  to  attend  the  Commercial  Academy.  He  also
joined the Hitler Jugend that year. In 1933 he joined
the SS which was banned in Austria. 

By 1934 he was living in Germany and became a German citizen.  He trained at  the SS junker  school  in
Braunswich. [1] In 1936 Reder, now an SS Untersturmführer, (equivalent to a 2nd Lieutenant) was assigned to
guard duties at the Dachau concentration camp as part of the SS-Totenkopfstandarte (TKS) Oberbayern. [1]

On March 12 1938, German troops crossed into Austria. Reder’s unit, SS TKS Oberbayern participated in this,
the first “flower war” invasion. (so-called because German troops were greeted with flowers by Austrians)
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Feldpost cover dated April 7, 1938 from a member of the
artillery  Regiment  74  an  element  of  the  2nd Panzer
Division. It was sent through feldpost office #572 of the 8th
Army HQ in Vienna. [2, page 22]

Card dated October 16, 1938 from a soldier in the 13th
Panzer Division located in Carlsbad, Sudetenland.



In  October  1938  Reder’s  unit  participated  in  the
second flower war invasion, of the Sudetenland. 

On March 15, 1939, the last flower war invasion took
place when the Czech president Emil Hacha agreed to
Hitler’s  demand  that  the  previously  unoccupied
sections of Czechoslovakia become the protectorate of
Bohemia and Moravia. Reder’s unit also participated
in this invasion. 

In  September  1939,  Reder,  still  in  SS  TKS
Oberbayern,  participated  in  the  invasion  of  Poland.
They carried out “special duties” such as “rounding up
disbanded Polish soldiers, and eliminating politicians,
priests, intellectuals, and Jews.” [1] In October, 1939,
his  unit  was  incorporated  in  the  new  3rd SS  TK
Division.  On  November  12,  1939  Reder  was

designated as the liaison officer between the division and the Reichsführer SS in Berlin. Reder was on the SS
TK Division staff during the invasion of France.

In June 1941, the division participated in the invasion
of Russia and its drive on Leningrad. In the Fall of
1941 the division was in the Lake Ilmen area of the
front.  By January 1942, they were encircled by the
Russian in the Demyansk pocket. In April 1942, the
division  was  instrumental  in  breaking  out  of  the
pocket and linking up with German relief forces. 

Registered  feldpost  cover  dated  November  16,  1941,
shortly  before  the  division  was  trapped  in  the
Demyansk  pockert,  sent  to  the  SS  operational
Command in Berlin from FP #17492, the code for the
SS TK Division staff. 

Having  suffered  heavy  losses,  the  division  was
transferred and refitted in France in November 1942
as an SS panzer grenadier division. Upon returning to
the  Eastern  front,  Reder  was  again  injured  during
fighting  at  Kharkov  (Kherkiv),  losing  his  left
forearm.  He  was  awarded  the  Iron  Cross  and
promoted to Sturmbahnführer (equivalent to Major).

After recovering from his amputation, he was given
command  of  the  SS  Panzer  Grenadier  Ausbildung
und  Ersatz  (training  and  replacement)  Battalion  3,
located  in  Warsaw.  His  unit  participated  in  the
liquidation  of  the  Warsaw ghetto  from April  19  to
May 16, 1943 during which 13,000 Jews were killed.
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Card dated March 23, 1939, sent by a soldier in Regiment
135 of  the 45th Infantry Division then located in Brünn
(Brno).

Registered SS feldpost cover dated February 1, 1944 sent
by a member of  SS Pz Gren. A. u E, Btl. 3.



In December 1943, Reder was transferred to the 16th

SS Panzer Grenadier Division (Reichsführer SS) and
given  command  of  the  Aufklarungs  Abteilung
(reconnaissance  unit)  located  first  in  Slovenia  and
then, in May 1944, in Italy. 

Cover dated from May 5, 1944 sent by a soldier in the
35th Regiment of the SS Pz. Gren. Div. RFSS. At the time
the  division  was  fighting  the  British  eighth  Army  in
Tuscany near Siena. 

By August 1944 Reder’s unit, fighting as part of the
German  14th Army,  had  fallen  back  to  Bologna.  In
September  1944,  his  unit  was  withdrawn  from  the
front  lines and “conducted many partisan actions in
the Appennino Tosco-Emiliano Mountains.” In late September, the SS Panzer  Aufklarungs Abteilung 16 was
accused of killing 270 civilians during an operation in the town of Marzabotto. [3 page 84]  (See also [1] where
it is stated that “700 innocent people” were killed. I suspect that we will never know the exact number.) In 1945,
his division was transferred to Hungary where it engaged in heavy fighting. In May 1945, surviving elements
surrendered to the British west of Graz Austria.

Walter Reder after the war

Reder was captured by the Americans [4] but was released because of his war injuries. He was subsequently
rearrested by the Americans and turned over to the British. In 1948, he was extradited to Italy and tried by a
Military Court in Bologna for war crimes. The trial took place from October 19 to October 30, 1951. 

Reder  was  charged  with  responsibility  for  the  deaths  of  several  hundred  civilians,  including  women  and
children, during his unit’s fighting against 2,000 well-armed and dug in communist “Red Star” brigade partisan
fighters in and around the Marzabotto area. These partisans had killed and wounded a large number of German
soldiers (claims go as high as 35,000, which seems improbably high) from June to August 1944 and greatly
impacted German supply routes. [5] Reder’s unit along with others were successful in killing or capturing most
of the Red Star brigade partisans including its leader “Il Lupo” (the wolf). Reder directed operations by radio
from his headquarters because of a knee injury

The military court found Reder guilty of war crimes and sentenced him to life imprisonment in the military
fortress prison at Gaeta, north of Naples. He served 33 years of his life sentence and was released on January
24, 1984 after expressing profound repentance in a letter to the citizens of Marzabotto.. He was the last German
POW to be released after the war. Reder moved to Vienna and died on April 26, 1991. [1]

[Editor’s note:  See the following article in which it is claimed that this distinction belongs to Hauptsturmführer
(= Captain) Erich Priebke.  The argument may turn on the facts that Priebke was sentenced for first degree
murder  and  committed  to  house  arrest,  whereas  Reder  was  convicted  of  war  crimes  and  sentenced  to
confinement in a  military prison.  These are not  inconsequential  distinctions to legal scholars  and military
historians.  As an example of the relevance of postal history to these larger issues, it would be interesting to
know how Priebke’s post-conviction mail was handled – as free POW mail or paid at civilian rates..]

Reder’s postal history

During his 33 years in the Gaeta military prison, Reder was allowed to send and receive mail. As a POW such
mail was sent postage free. The postcard dated May 10, 1958 and shown on the next page is interesting for
several reasons. The picture side of the card shows the military prison fortress where Reder was held. At the top
of the message side, Reder wrote “POW mail” in German and “POW mail postage free” in Italian. The card was
then examined and received a “military imprisonment – Gaeta/command” handstamp. 
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There  are  three  messages  on  the  card.  The  first
message  reads:  “Visiting  my  dear  good  son,  best
regards  from  Fannie  Reder”  the  second  message:
“Best  regards  during  my pleasant  visit  with  Walter,
yours  Mia  Ludwig.”  The  final  message:  “Dear  Mr.
Steiner, from the South, which thank God, has turned
sunny and warm again; and from the ‘hospitable spot’
shown on the other side of this card, I send my best
regards.  Yours,  Walter  Reder.”  In May 1958,  Reder
was visited by his mother, Fannie and a relative/friend
Mia  who  sent  a  message  with  Walter  to  a  mutual
acquaintance,  Mr.  Steiner  in  Linz  Austria.  Reder
shows a sense of humor while referring to the Gaeta
prison as the “hospitable spot”.

This large cover dated March 18, 1968 was
reused  by  Reder  who  covered  up  the
original  markings  and  address.  It  was
originally sent to Reder by the Glasenbecker
Welfare Association in Linz. At the top of the
label  is  a  blue  hand  stamp  in  German,
French, and Italian which reads “POW mail
postage free”. Under that is a purple 3-line
handstamp  which  reads:  “military
punishment establishment /military prison –
Gaeta/command.”
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Reverse of the above card. Typewritten cover with Reder’s handwritten “postage free”
(franco di  bollo)  notation in  the upper  right.  The black
prison  handstamp  “military  imprisonment/command”  is
overstruck by the October 9, 1958 Gaeta postal cancel. 



Finally,  we  have  a  registered  cover  to  Major
Walter  Reder  dated  June  2,  1975  from
Zweibrücken,  Germany.  At  the  top  is  written:
“POW  mail,  postage  free”  in  German  and
“postage free” in Italian. 

There are no markings to indicate that Reder’s
inbound mail was examined. I have several other
inbound  covers,  all  of  which  are  carefully  slit
open. As a POW, I doubt that Reder was allowed
a sharp letter opener. If I am correct about that,
then his mail  was likely opened (and probably
read)  by the prison officials  before  delivery to
him.

Conclusion

I would like to thank the APS translation services for their help. I would also appreciate scans of any Walter
Reder related covers that our readers may have in their collections. censorship@comcast.net
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________________________________________________

More on Major Reder, Lt. Col. Kappler and “The Last POW” 

By Roger Santala

The process of converting Larry Nelson’s article to a digital format brought to mind two covers in my collection
from Sturmbahnführer Reder. 
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↑ Return addresses on back (enlarged)



The first of these, date stamped February 20, 1976, is of interest because the stamped return address on the back
includes  Obersturmbannführer (equivalent  to  Lieutenant  Colonel)  Herbert  Kappler.  During  World  War  II
Kappler was the head of the Sicherheitsdienst (security police) in Rome. He was convicted by an Italian military
court in 1948 for his part in the Ardeatine Cave massacre. In reprisal for a resistance attack on March 23, 1944
which used an IED to kill 33 SD troops, 335 Italian civilians were each taken into the cave and shot in the head.
The cave was then sealed with explosives.

Remarkably in August 1977, Kappler escaped from that hospital hidden in a suitcase.1 The Kappler escape caused

a sensation, a major confrontation between the Italian and West German governments, and  cost the Italian Defense
Minister his job. 

The  enclosure  within  the  cover  reads:
“with the kind transfer of your donation
of DM 80 (about $30) through our mutual
comrades and silent  helpers  Mrs. Hansi
and Mr. Heinz Kiessler, you have made us
very happy. These comrades are familiar
with all our problems. We thank you for
this as well as for your good memory in
general,  and  greet  you  warmly  back
home.” Reder has added in his own hand
“also for Herbert Kappler, but he is in the
military hospital in Rome.”

The second cover, one of four essentially
identical  covers  in  my  collection,  lacks
any cancellation but each has a xeroxed
enclosure dated 14 December 1984. The
enclosure reads: “dear Comrade Schmidt,
thank you for your letter dated November 12, which was on the way for exactly one month with the enclosed
envelopes I will send the envelope stamp back with warm regards to your high school students who love to
collect (these). Once again all the best for the holidays and the turn of the year and best regards. Yours Walter
Reder.”  It is unclear where this cover entered the postal system. The marking 1.60 suggests that it was in
Germany, where the letter rate at the time was 80 PF. The attached slip denying postage due, with its citation of
postal regulation (According to [gemäß] Letterpostbook Section 10 Paragraph [absatz] 3), was not designed for
the rigors of postal delivery. 

Tony Davis in his article in TRSG October 1989
(available online) provides a 1971 cover from the
same  addressee,  Herr  Schmidt  to  Maj.  Reder
whose markings cite an earlier Germany postal
regulation.  Taken  together,  these  three  covers
reflect a social media “go fund me” campaign of
an  earlier  era,  taking  advantage  of  the  free
franking  privilege  and  targeting  in  part  the
philatelic community. 

Kappler’s deputy Erich Priebke escaped British
custody in 1946 and fled to Argentina. Identified
in 1994, he was extradited and in 1998 sentenced
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in an Italian military court to 10 years (raised to life on appeal) for his role in the Ardeatine Cave killings –
truly “the last POW.”

References:

Davis, Tony: “A war criminal postal history item,” Third Reich Study Group Bulletin 23, no. 4 (Oct., 1989_
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“Coverage of Herbert Kappler’s Escape” TIME (29 August 1977)

Note 

1   Thanks to Larry Nelson for pointing out that the  New York Times in their report of the death of Herbert Kappler
(February 10, 1978, Section A: 5) that reported that Kappler's wife, Anneliese, said that she "lowered him with ropes
from the third floor of the hospital," and that the claim that he was carried out of the hospital by his wife in a large
suitcase is found in a Wikipedia article.

The Wikipedia article on Kappler (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Kappler) states: “On a visit in August 1977,
Kappler's wife carried him out in a large suitcase (Kappler weighed about 47 kg at the time) and escaped to West
Germany, assisted by apparently unwitting carabinieri,”  and it cites two sources for this statement. It is possible to
reconcile these accounts.  Once can envision the infirm and emaciated Kappler having been put into “a large suitcase”
to get past the guards, and the suitcase being lowered rather than carried from the third floor by the carabinieri.

___________________________________________

The Cost of Freedom: Recipients of the Purple Heart Medal

Reflections by 1st Lieutenant Daniel M. Telep, USMC 1/9, 1967-1968

This article honors all readers who are recipients of the Purple Heart award and those Patriots featured in the
article.  The central portion of the article displays dramatic covers marked with information concerning why the
soldiers were recipients of the award.
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Editor’s note.  In the course of passing these articles back and forth, Larry Nelson provided another Kappler cover, this
time from Kappler alone.  

The 1972 cover has much higher production values than the 1976 one shown by Roger Santala.  Perhaps by 1976 Reder
and Kappler were operating their “go fund me” schemes, compliments of the postal  system, because they actually
needed money for essentials.  The cynic in me has to wonder, though, if they decided that their requests for money
would look better if not sent in high-quality stationery.



In a letter dated January 31, 1945, Major General James Alexander, Adjutant General of the U.S, Army  wrote:

The Purple Heart was originally established by General George Washington at Newburgh, 7 August, 1782, during
the War of the Revolution.  The decoration was revived by the War Department on 22 February, 1932, the two
hundredth anniversary of  General  Washington’s birth,  thus paying respect  to  his memory and recognizing his
military achievements.  It is awarded to persons who, while serving in any capacity with the Army of the United
States, are wounded in action against an enemy of the United States, or who since 6 December, 1941, are killed in
action, or who die as a direct result of wounds received in action.

The actual name of General Washington’s “Purple Heart” was the Badge of Military Merit, which was formed 

of a heart-shaped piece of purple cloth.  It was not used after the Revolutionary War, but was revived, as noted 

above, in 1932 as the Purple Heart Medal.  This Medal was made retroactively available to WWI recipients of 

the Army Wound Ribbon, which was followed by the Wound Chevron that was made available to members of 

the Army, Navy and Marines

The first  US postal issue honoring  the Purple Heart
Medal was the 20¢ stamped envelope, released August
6, 1982. It commemorates the 200th Anniversary of the
establishment  of  the  award  by  General  George
Washington. 

The  Purple  Heart  stamp  has
become a perpetual issue, kept in
service  as  rates  changed  from
2003 to the present.  So far there
have  been  8  commemorative
Purple Heart stamps issued by the
US Postal Service.  
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Shifting our focus to World War II, next are two letters
from  Corporal  John  Targosz’  girlfriend,  Charlotte
Adamezyk, back home in Hamtramck, Michigan near
Detroit,  while  he  was  deployed  in  the  Pacific.  The
handstamp “USMC REPORTS UNDELIVERABLE”
and  the  manuscript  “Killed  in  Action”  tell  the  sad
story of  a  young man of  20 who willingly went  to
serve his country but never returned to his sweetheart.
She  must  have  saved  these  two  returned  letters,
however,  which  were  both  still  unopened  when  I
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“Wounded in Action” on October 13, 1918, Mr. Harvey W.
Bittner in G Company 328 Infantry, had been transferred
to a hospital in Parkview, Pa.  (Note “Returned to USA”
handstamp.)   Mr. Bittner recovered from his wounds and
died in 1978 at age 83.

“Deceased 28 September, 1918” Private J.A. McKee never
received  this  letter  sent  December  26,  1918  to  him  in
Battery  D,  3rd  Field  Artillery  in  the  American
Expeditionary  Forces  in  France.  On  the  reverse  of  the
envelope the adhesive indicates that another member of the
family has already been wounded in action!  

“Deceased”  Private  Herbert  F.  Cay  in  the  American
Expeditionary Force, Battery F, 107tth F.A. never read
this letter from his family, sent September 27, 1918

The letter enclosed in this January 1919 cover states “200 of
his company of  250 were either killed or  wounded.” Such
news truly represents the ‘Cost of Freedom,’ as I titled this
page  in  my  collection.  It  has  been  sobering  to  read  and
contemplate such bravery and loss during World War I.



acquired them. USMC Unit 975 was the 1st Raider Battalion, which was in combat on Tulagi and later on
Guadalcanal when these letters were sent

Doing a little digging on Google and Find-a-Grave, per the encouragement of my friend Patricia Kaufmann in
her February 2021 American Philatelist article, I learned about this young man.  Both he and his girlfriend were
Polish,  living in  a  Polish suburb of  Detroit.   The Polish Legion American  Veterans  Post  6  in  Hamtramck
actually  bears  his  name,  Post  No.6 is  called Cpl.  John Targosz.  In a phone call  to  the Post I  reached the
Treasurer who told me they don’t know too much about John Targosz,  although I learned he was the first
casualty of WWII from Hamtramck, killed in action September 12, 1942.  This would have been the first day of
the Battle of Edson’s Ridge,  on Guadalcanal,  in which the Marines were nearly overrun, but held to keep

Henderson Field in US hands..  He is buried at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery in Hamtramck, Section 51, Tier 72,
Space 24.

“Hellcat”  was  the
nickname  for  the  B-
17,  piloted  by  Lt.
Donald  E.  Nason,
serving with the  533rd

Bomber  Squadron,
381st Bomber  Group
of  the  Army  Air
Forces  between  1942
and 1944.  This cover
was  addressed  with  a
temporary  APO
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number, mailed December 9, 1943 from Norton, Mass. Sadly, Lt. Nason did not receive it. His plane, shot down
by German flak, crashed into Lake Ijsselmeer in the Netherlands on January 11, 1944.  He died at age 24, and is
buried near Limburg, Netherlands.  This envelope bears manuscript notes and handstamped markings front and
back, notably “Missing in Action,” as the Army Postal Service attempted to return it to the unknown sender.

According  to  his  obituary,  Ralph  A.  Coates  “was  a
veteran of the U. S. Army during WWII, serving with
the  94th  Infantry  Division  as  a  machine  gun squad
leader. He was captured in 1945 and was a prisoner of
war in Germany. He received several medals after the
war including the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star.”
He  died  at  the  age  of  90,  on  22  February  2013.
(https://embser.blogspot.com/2013/02/)

“…Hoping  for  a  quick  and  complete  Victory…”
writes the devoted sister and brother-in-law to P.F.C.
Jerome Poltenstein, evidently moved from a hospital
on Guam (APO 246) to one in  Hawaii  (APO 456),
from which he was repatriated to the States.  “Don’t
worry,  you will  be entirely well  and have plenty of
time to plan that glorious future that lies ahead for you
and dear Judy.”

Finally, I myself had the privilege of serving my country with the 3rd Marine Division, 1/9 in the DMZ in
Vietnam from June 1967 to December 1968.  My mother, Rose Telep, back home in Grosse Pointe Park, MI, on
the other side of Detroit from Hamtramck, saved all of my letters.  One of my earliest letters, dated July 4, 1967,
stated: “I know you are both scared to death by now, Operation Buffalo should make headlines back home.
Alpha and Bravo Companies in my Unit 1/9 were on a routine ‘search and destroy’ operation when the 324 th

North Vietnam Army Regiment hit them unexpectedly hard with multiple casualties.  Charlie Company, my
Unit, went in to rescue and evacuate the dead and wounded.  I assumed command of my Company when our
Company Commander was hurt.” We had to evacuate 85 dead Marines!  I was not much older than Cpl. John
Targosz.  The wounds I sustained in the operation were from shrapnel in my hands.
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Later that same month my July 13, 1967, letter home had less shocking news in it.  “I am feeling ok and miss
you,” I wrote, after telling them my wounds were healing nicely.  I asked that they say hello to my friends and
Aunts and Uncles.  This item is made from a ‘C’ Ration carton and mailed from Con Thien, Vietnam.  Probably
this was a “Ham and Limas” ration, no one’s favorite.

Wars and brave patriots  who pay the cost  of  freedom will  always inspire  us.   It  is  indeed fitting that  the
Commemorative Purple Heart stamp has received the honorable designation of “Perpetual.”

_________________________________________

Repatriates’ Correspondence during S.S. Drottningholm’s Mercy Ship Voyages in WWII

By Louis Fiset

Introduction

Almost  from  the  beginning  of  World  War  II  the  belligerent  nations  engaged  in  complex  negotiations  to
repatriate their diplomatic corps, sick and wounded POWs, and civilians caught in enemy occupied countries.
The missions that ensued involved the participation of the International Committee of the Red Cross guided by
the rules of the 1929 Geneva Convention, and neutral nations that helped negotiate the exchanges and provide
the ports where they took place.  The first two safe-passage exchanges occurred between UK and Italy at Lisbon
days after Italy entered the war in June 1940.  A third exchange between these belligerent nations took place in
April 1942 at the Turkish port of Smyrna (Izmir) during which the first exchange of wounded and sick POWs
took place.1, 2 

Throughout the War some 30 repatriation missions were completed successfully, involving more than 50 safe-
passage vessels, most of them Allied and Axis ocean liners dressed in special livery to ward off attack as they
moved through the high seas unaccompanied.  More than 150,000 individuals returned to their home countries
via these mercy ships.3, 4

While en route, many repatriates wrote short communications on postcards advising families and friends of their
impending return.  As a result, a body of correspondence was generated throughout the War that sheds light on
these voyages and the journeys home.  The two U.S.-Japan exchanges involving M.S. Gripsholm in 1942 and
1943 are well known to collectors.5, 6  Because the voyages were long, included ports of call along the way, and
the missions were well  publicized,  a significant amount of correspondence was generated.   However,  little
philatelic evidence has yet emerged to document the other 28 repatriation missions.

The purpose of this article is to provide background on the mercy voyage program using  Gripsholm’s sister
ship, S.S. Drottningholm, as a case study.   The ship carried out seven exchange voyages while under charter to
three belligerent nations.  Correspondence from these voyages will be shown to illustrate the type of mail that
may be found.  

Voyages under USA Charter

At  the  beginning  of  March  1942,  the  United  States  government  accepted  an  offer  by  the  
Swedish government to charter S.S. Drottningholm from the Swedish Americans Line fleet for the purpose of
exchanging official personnel between the American Republics and the Axis powers.  The original plan was to
bring the ship from Gothenburg to New York, then make two round trip voyages, to Lisbon and Lourenco
Marques,  and  a  final,  return  voyage  to  Gothenburg.   The  scope  of  passengers  to  be  repatriated  included
diplomatic, consular and business personnel and their families and staffs from American republics that had
severed relations with the Axis.  They would be exchanged for corresponding groups held in German occupied
territory.  Exceptions among the American Republics were Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay and Argentina, whose
governments would make separate exchange arrangements with Germany.7 
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Drottningholm arriving at  Gothenburg on  the first
outbound  voyage,  bringing  948  diplomats  and

officials held in the American republics since shortly
after Pearl Harbor.  Note the livery on the side of the

ship:  DIPLOMAT/  DROTTNINGHOLM  SVERIGE.
The single word, DIPLOMAT, prominently displayed

on both sides of the ship, identified the Swedish liner
as being under U.S. charter.

Negotiations between the U.S. State Department
and German Foreign Office were facilitated by
officials from Switzerland, the country accepting
the mandate to represent the diplomatic interests of
the two belligerent nations.  The voyage to
Lourenco Marques was quickly scrapped in favor
of a second exchange at Lisbon.  The first round trip voyage was to include Axis career officials and their 
dependents and as many European Axis non-officials from the American Republics as possible.  Similarly, the 
second round trip voyage would accommodate any remaining European Axis officials and their dependents 
together with other Axis non-officials to the full capacity of the vessel on the outbound leg, with comparable 
Allied repatriates on the return.8 The third, return voyage, was to include remaining Axis non-officials who 
wished to be repatriated.9 

Table 1 provides data on the three U.S.-German exchanges originating at New York.  The information should help
collectors identify and diagnose repatriates’ correspondence on these mercy ship voyages.
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Table 1: Voyages under USA charter

1942 Voyages

Voyage Date Date Political Status of Passengers

Gothenburg 19-Apr New York 1-May 154

1st  

New York 7-May Lisbon 16-May 948

Lisbon 22-May New York 1-Jun 908

New York 3-Jun Lisbon 12-Jun 964

Exchange
Lisbon 22-Jun New York 30-Jun 952

3rd Exchange
New York 15-Jul Gothenburg 24-Jul 815

Port of 
Departure

Port of 
Arrival

Number of 
Passengers

Inbound    to 
USA

114 U.S. nationals                         
40 non-U.S. nationals

Diplomatic Corps ,staff, family & 
officials from: Germany, Italy, 
Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, 
American Republics

Round Trip 
Exchange

92 female internees from Libenau 
185 diplomats & dependents from
         U.S. & American Republics         
52 children                                   
~675 businessmen, correspondents

2nd     Round 
Trip

10 Axis officials & families            
Axis non-officials

Latin American officials               
U.S. non-officials

Axis nationals  from American
       Republics



No shortage existed of non-officials  available to  fill  the state rooms.  The U.S. had just initiated a policy
reaching into 15 American republics to seize more than 4,000 German ex-patriots and place them in internment
camps located in remote parts of Texas.  Many would be repatriated on the second and third voyages, as well as
two later transatlantic voyages of Drottningholm’s sister ship, M.S. Gripsholm.10, 11, 12

Philatelic  evidence:   The  cover  at  right  shows
correspondence  generated  at  the  end  of  the  first
outbound voyage of Drottningholm.  It was posted at
Lisbon,  May  20,  1942  on  Swedish  American  Line
stationery four days after the ship’s arrival at Lisbon.
It  sent  by surface  to  Quito,  Ecuador  via  New York
where censors opened and examined the contents.  At
Quito  it  received an  October  12,  1942 arrival  date.
Since this was first-voyage mail addressed to a Quito
resident bearing a German surname, the writer  may
have been an official or family member of the German
diplomatic corps repatriating from Ecuador.  Finally,
the letter’s postmark four days after the ship’s arrival
suggests  the  writer  may  have  been  awaiting
transportation back to the homeland. 

Illustrated postcard in Spanish to Bolivia, written on the day  Drottningholm departed New York on her second
round trip voyage under U.S. charter.  Held by U.S. censorship until after the war ended.

The above card documents mail from the second outbound voyage to Lisbon.  The message, in Spanish, was
written aboard ship on June 3, 1942, the day Drottningholm departed New York harbor.  It is addressed to a
married female friend in Bolivia bearing a German surname. The writer may have been a family member of an
Axis official or important non-official.  Interestingly, New York censors condemned this illustrated postcard, not
releasing it until September 12, 1945.  An Oruro, Bolivia receiver on the back of the card documents its arrival
four days later.  The reason this correspondence was held remains unclear.  

The two items shown at the top of the next page originated at the end of the first and beginning of the second
voyage, respectively.  The two covers on the next page reveal a different aspect of Drottningholm mercy ship
postal history,  namely correspondence sent to internment camps following internees’ departure on the third
transatlantic voyage.  The first, sent by the National Red Cross of Panama on August 17, 1942, was received at
the War Department’s Stringtown, Oklahoma internment camp on August 20, more than a month after the start
of the third sailing.  The manuscript word, “Repatriated”, may be seen to the right of the addressee’s name.  His
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Letter from Lisbon to Ecuador postmarked four days after
Drottningholm’s arrival at Lisbon on the first  round trip
voyage under U.S. charter



name appears on the passenger list of this voyage, one of 70 internees from Panama who made the trip.13  The
correspondence was re-posted on August 29 and returned to Panama.

The cover at the right bears a similar “Repatriated” marking, visible above the addressee’s name.  It was posted
at  Port-au-Prince,  Haiti,  on  July  6,  1942,  just  days  before  the  internee  departed  the  Justice  Department’s
Kenedy, Texas internment camp for New York to board the exchange ship. After censorship at both Port-au-
Prince and the Chicago censor station’s POW unit,  this  family correspondence reached the Kenedy, Texas,
internment camp on August  4,  three weeks after  Drottningham’s departure.   The addressee was one of  11
internees from Haiti to be repatriated on this last Lisbon-bound voyage.14 The letter was eventually returned to
the writer.

Voyages under UK Charter
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Although more than 3,000 U.S.  nationals desiring repatriation still  remained in  Europe,  the July 15,  1942
voyage was the last exchange  Drottningholm participated in under U.S. charter.  The State Department was
dissatisfied with the civilians being returned by the Germans, many of them of German or Polish descent with
limited command of English.  At the same time, Germany was insisting that future voyages include repatriates
of  potential  wartime  use  to  the  Third  Reich.   Thus,  more  than  18  months  would  pass  before  the  next
transatlantic exchange, this time by M.S. Gripsholm, on her third and fourth voyages, undertaken in February
and May 1944.15 16

With a continued commitment to its repatriation efforts as a neutral nation, the Swedish Government offered
Drottningholm for charter to other countries.  The United Kingdom accepted the invitation.  Over the course of
a year the ship participated in three Anglo-German exchanges.  Negotiations between the two countries through
Swiss intermediaries resulted in the exchange of wounded and sick UK and German soldiers for the first time.

Preparations undertaken at Gothenburg for the UK charter exchange voyages included a change in the livery.
The word PROTECTED replaced DIPLOMAT, to signify the change in charter.  

Table  2 provides  data  on  the  three  Anglo-German missions.   The first  exchange began at  Gothenburg on
October 21, 1943.  It was part of a complex operation involving the exchange of more than 10,000 sick and
wounded POWs, protected personnel, and interned civilians.  Three exchange ports (Gothenburg, Barcelona,
and Oran) and 13 ships participated.  Drottningholm’s role was to carry UK and Dominion repatriates on a
single direction voyage from Gothenburg to Leith.17 

Following this voyage, Drottningholm returned to Gothenburg on November 6, 1943 where she remained laid
up  until  the  first  1944  voyage.   This  occurred  on  July  6  when  the  ship  departed  for  Lisbon  carrying
approximately 900 German civilians previously interned in South Africa.  At Lisbon an equal number of UK
civilians previously interned in Europe boarded for the final journey home.  The voyage terminated at Liverpool
on August 9.  

Almost a month later, the second 1944 exchange departed Liverpool for Gothenburg carrying 600 German
nationals who had been interned on the Isle of Man since 1940 – women, men, married couples, children.18 At
Gothenburg an equal number of wounded UK POWs and 586 civilians who had been escorted across Europe by
train, by train ferry to Sweden from Baltic ports and onward to Gothenburg by train, embarked for the final leg
of their journey to Liverpool.  This, too, was a complex exchange involving the three large passenger ships,
Drottningholm, Gripsholm and the British liner, Arundel Castle.  Together, the three ships arrived at Gothenburg
with more than 2,100 wounded POWs and civilian repatriates.19 

Following  disembarkation  of  the  repatriates,  Drottningholm remained  in  Liverpool  until  October  16,  then
returned to her home port at Gothenburg, docking on October 26.  There the ship remained through the winter.
This proved to be the last exchange voyage under UK charter.  

Philatelic evidence:  A small body of postal history
has  been  reported  from  repatriates  involved  in
Drottningholm’s mercy  missions  while  under  UK
charter.  Four examples will be shown.  The first two
occurred  during  the  1943  single  direction  voyage
between Gothenburg and Leith.  The postcard at right
was posted one day before  Drottningholm sailed for
Leith.   Written  on  prewar  Swedish  American  Line
stationery,  it  was  postmarked  at  Gothenburg  on
October  20,  1943.   It  bears  a  Swedish  marking
(KRIGSFÅNGEPOST) indicating POW mail eligible for
the free frank.  Outbound Swedish mail  to the U.S.

26     Military Postal History Society Bulletin  Vol. 59, No. 4, October 2021



was routed via Great Britain, through Liverpool.  There it and similar repatriates’ correspondence posted prior
to the ship’s departure were flagged for censorship and sent to Manchester for examination by a POW censor
(P.W. 630).  After that it entered the mail stream for dispatch to the U.S.  It received a Washington, D.C. arrival
date of November 18, 1943. 

Once  voyages  were  under  way,  official  War  Office
postcards  were  rationed  to  repatriates  for  posting
messages  to  families  and  friends  announcing  their
impending arrivals.  Presumably the postcards would
precede  them  home.   (Repatriates  would  also  be
allowed to send telegrams upon disembarking.)  Such
an  official  postcard,  written  “At  Sea,  23.10.43,  is
shown here”.   In it  the writer,  captured at Crete by
German forces, refers to himself as “. . . one of the
fortunate  prisoners  to  be  repatriated.”   Postcards
generated  en  route  were  collected  and  bagged  for
subsequent  censorship  at  Liverpool  as  private  mail
and then put into the mail stream.  

The postcard at right is puzzling, as the dates in transit
do  not  conform  to  those  for  any  of  the  voyages.
However,  having  been  posted  while  Drottningholm
was operating under UK charter, it is still part of the
ship’s mercy mission history.  The correspondence was
posted  between  the  end  of  the  1943  voyage  at
Liverpool  on  October  26,  1943  and  the  first  1944
round trip exchange at Gothenburg the following July.  

Little has been reported on  Drottningholm’s activities
or whereabouts between those eight months.  However,
a  Times (London)  article  from  November  6,  1943
offers a hint.  It provides an account of the ship being
stopped and cargo seized by German authorities at  a
control  point  at  Kristiansand,  Norway,  on  the  return
voyage to Gothenburg from Leith. The article cited a policy of ongoing safe-conduct guarantees by belligerents
on voyages  to  and from foreign  ports.20 This  incident  leaves  open the  possibility  that  other  sailings  were
authorized not involving the exchange of repatriates.    

The above card, a prewar illustrated postcard, offers evidence to this possibility. It received a Punta Delgado
(Azores) postmark on May 1, 1944, was censored in Portugal then dispatched to Berlin, likely by Germany’s
DLH airline. There, censors gave it a chemical swipe for secret messages, then dispatched it onward to Sweden,
likely by surface.  The card shows a manuscript receipt date of July 20, 1944.  In the message the writer refers
to the ship as a “boat,” so clearly is not a crew member.  Moreover, she appears to be in good spirits, has lots of
time on her hands, and is fluent in English.  The name of the addressee in Sweden, bears the honorific, “Frk.”
(Fröken), indicating an unmarried woman.  The message suggests she, like her friend, is also a reader of English
language literature.  Given the Swedish language honorific and “Sverige” to indicate the destination country,
likely the writer carries a Swedish passport.

One plausible diagnosis of this correspondence has the passenger boarding Drottningholm at Lisbon on a return
to Gothenburg.   The ship then travels 800 miles west to the Portuguese Azores to drop off cargo at Punta
Delgado, then heads north to complete the journey.  Such an itinerary, of course, would require adherence to
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Postcard written by a Swedish national on a non-exchange
voyage  between  the  1943  and  first  1944  Drottningholm
exchange voyages.



prior agreements with the belligerents --  entry and departure only at neutral ports, cargo absent contraband, and
all passengers and crew carrying passports of neutral nations.

The postcard shown at right was written at sea by a
UK repatriate returning to his family in London on the
second  1944  voyage.   He  had  been  brought  to
Gothenburg  by  train  and  train  ferry  in  time  to  be
included in the September 10 departure for Liverpool.
The postcard, written on September 14, 1944 two days
before  his  arrival  home,  received  a  machine
OFFICIAL  PAID  dumb  cancellation  on  prewar
Drottningholm postal stationery.  The message to his
wife  contains  a  reference  to  “Philip,”  a  traveling
companion  supposedly  known  to  her  and  who
cosigned the message.  This suggests the writer was
among  the  586  civilians  on  board  rather  than  the
cohort  of  101 wounded UK POWs.   The  card  was
passed as private mail by a UK censor (examiner P.
126) upon the ship’s Liverpool arrival.  

Voyage under German Government Charter

Following completion of this second 1944 exchange voyage,  Drottningholm’s role as a repatriation ship was
reactivated the following March under German government charter.  This resulted in a single, March 1945
voyage shortly before the end of the war in Europe.  Germany’s primary purpose was to repatriate German
diplomats and other citizens from Turkey,  which had declared war against the Axis on February 23, 1945.
Although the mission was an arrangement solely between Germany and Sweden, because the ship had to pass
through British-controlled waters, the UK insisted that British repatriates be included in the mission in exchange
for safe passage guarantees.  This resulted in repatriation of 246 Britons from internment camps in Germany,
212 of them Channel Islanders.21, 22

At  Gothenburg,  preparations  for  the  voyage
included  exchanging  the  UK’s  DIPLOMAT
wording on both sides of the ship for the German
FREIGELEIT –  PROTECTED.   The  photo  at
right  reveals  Drottningholm’s final  wartime
livery while docked at Gothenburg awaiting the
beginning of the voyage.

This  96-day  round  trip  voyage  was  the  last
successful  exchange  of  World  War  II.   While
Drottningholm’s missions  under  UK  charter
involved multiple ships and port calls, this final
voyage, which included six exchange sites, took
place without the participation of other vessels,
requiring she complete the entire mission on her
own.22, 24 

Table 3,  on the  following page,  provides  the  relevant  data  for  the full  round trip  voyage.   Drottningholm
departed Gothenburg with UK, Argentine, Turkish, Swedish, and Portuguese diplomats and civilians.  At Lisbon
the Argentines, Portuguese, and Swedish nationals debarked.  At Istanbul, the Turkish diplomats and civilians
debarked.   Following this,  the  German  diplomats  and businessmen  embarked,  accompanied  by Swiss  and
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Message  on  prewar  Drottningholm  postal  stationery
written  by  a  civilian  repatriate  on  the  second  1944
exchange voyage.



Swedish citizens.  At Lisbon, the Germans debarked, leaving only the Swiss and Swedish citizens aboard, who
debarked at Gothenburg at the end of the voyage.

Philatelic evidence:  Nearly 1,200 repatriates embarked and debarked during this three month mission offering
many opportunities for passengers to post a range of brief messages home from six ports.  To date, no examples
have surfaced for illustration here.  Likely, such correspondence has survived, but may reside in dealers’ boxes
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still unrecognized 75 years after the fact.  Hopefully, this article will help identify such orphans so they may be
included in the known postal history of World War II diplomatic exchange voyages.

Conclusion

During World War II the belligerent nations, with the help of the International Committee of the Red Cross and
the Swiss government, more than 150,000 individuals were returned to their home countries before the end of
the war.  Given the millions of POWs and civilians interned throughout the world, the contributions by the
mercy ships was minuscule.  However, this humanitarian effort, small as it was in the face of such a savage and
brutal conflict, must surely have been seen as a beacon of light offering hope that the goodness of humanity
might ultimately prevail.

Together the Swedish American Lines vessels, M.S. Gripsholm and S.S. Drottningholm completed 14 voyages,
with Gripsholm, alone, repatriating more than 27,000 wounded soldiers, diplomats, and interned civilians.  The
two U.S.-Japan exchanges involving Gripsholm have been well documented, shedding important light on the
postal history of the mercy ship
program.   This  article  has
attempted to  bring new light  to
the  postal  history  of  lesser
known  transatlantic  voyages  in
hope  that  relevant  wartime
correspondence  will  come  to
light.

It  is  important  to  acknowledge
participation  of  mercy  ships
other  than  Gripsholm and
Drottningholm because
correspondence  generated  by
repatriating  passengers  aboard
these vessels may exist and still
await  discovery.   To  that  end,
Table 4 lists the major vessels of
six  nations  known  to  have
participated  in  one  or  more
mercy  voyages  during  World
War II.25, 26
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France, WWII, Camp de Gurs
By Dann Mayo

Return address is in Algeria, but posted in Bou Aefa, Morocco, which had a rail connection to western Morocco.
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An account of one of the refugee postmen of Camp de Gurs, Benito Alonso, appears on page 23 of the October
2020 issue of this Bulletin )Vol. 58, No. 4).  That article focused primarily on the period when Gurs  was a camp
for Spanish Republican refugees.  This deals with a later period when Gurs housed mostly Jewish inmates.

Philatelically, the first striking aspect of the cover shown above is that it is incoming to Camp de Gurs rather
than outgoing.  Mail out had a much better chance of being in the possession of people alive at the end of WWII
than mail in, and so inward mail is notably scarce today.

Of additional philatelic interest is the refusal of the postal authorities in Camp de Gurs to recognize the FM
(Franchise Militaire) franking claimed by the sender. This use of the FM endorsement may relate to the fact that
day to day administration of the labor camps in North Africa was carried out by French Senegalese military
units.  However, the entire operation was under the control of the civilian Ministry of Industrial Production and
Labor.1  Moreover, in France (but apparently not in North Africa?), members of the groups of foreign laborers
had been supplied with the “F” stamps for free-franking their mail, and exception to the absence of that stamp
was  taken  when  this  cover  reached the  Cam de Gurs  post  office.   The 2Fr  postage  due pays  double  the
deficiency of the 1Fr rate from French North African territories to France at the time. 

Whenever I see a cover from a French concentration camp, I do Internet searches for the people involved.  Most
of the time I find that those people in the camp who I can identify with any degree of certainty perished in one
of the German death camps following deportation, usually to Auschwitz.  In this case, the addressee of the cover
is unusual – the circumstances of her incarceration, the fact that she survived the war, and the story of her
daughter all adding historical richness to this cover.

Beyond that, the fact that this cover is sent from a member of a Foreign Laborers unit in Algeria adds additional
interest.2  However,  the  more  remarkable  aspects  of  the  story  grew  out  of  the  search  for  Lene  (Helene)
Engelhardt.  The following is a direct lift from the USHMM. Biographical Note on Helene’s daughter, Ruth:

Ruth Engelhardt (1934-2015) was born in Frankfurt, Germany, to Helene (Lena) Engelhardt. Ruth's father, whose
name she never learned, was Jewish and, according to Helene, was killed on Christmas Day 1933. Helene was not

1 “Labor and Internment Camps in North Africa” Holocaust Encyclopedia, https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/labor-
and-internment-camps-in-north-africa

2 I read the name and address of the sender as W. Emker, Groupe 8, Groupement B, Colomb-Bechar/  Colomb-Bechar was a camp 
for foreign laborers:

The political prisoners and internees were largely organized into groups of foreign workers: the Groupements de 
Travailleurs Étrangers (Groups of Foreign Workers; GTEs); Groupements de Travailleurs Étrangers Autonomes 
(Autonomous Groups of Foreign Workers; GTEAs); and Groupements de Travailleurs Démobilisés (Groups of 
demobilized foreign workers; GTDs). Other forced laborers and internees included Spanish Republicans, political 
prisoners, and former Jewish volunteers to the French Foreign Legion (Légion étrangère, LE)...
… In cases of unrest and/or the refusal to follow orders, and when the regime required more forced labor, internees 
were moved from camp to camp. All told, these camps constituted a vast network, mostly located along the railroads 
and close to mines.
 The prisoner population these forces controlled tended to be made up of distinct classes of prisoners. For instance, the 
camps of Djelfa, Djenien Bou Rezg, and Hadjerat M’guil housed mainly political dissidents, while Bou Arfa and 
Colomb-Béchar were reserved for GTEs.

“Labor and Internment Camps in North Africa” Holocaust Encyclopedia, above.

A Willi Emker is listed among “Stateless Brigaders at Camp SIDI EL-AYACHI, North Africa, compiled in 1943, “Des Refugies 
Anti-Nazi provenant d'Allemagne en algerie et au Maroc.” (ID: 22513) compiled by the Emergency Bureau for the Rescue of 
German Anti-Nazi Refugees, viewable at https://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/source_view.php?SourceId=22513.  By any 
practical means of transportation (very much not a straight line), the Colomb-Bechar. Algeria and Sidi-el-Ayachi, Morocco camps 
were about 700 miles apart, but it seems a reasonable guess (though no more than that), that the W. Emker put to work at the 
former in 1941 and the Willi Emker awaiting rescue from the latter two years later were the same man.  An International 
Brigadista’s connection to the anti-Fascist Lene (Helene) Engelhardt would seem to make sense.
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Jewish but was politically opposed the Nazi party. A month after Ruth's birth, they moved to the Netherlands, and
then to Paris. In 1940, Helene was imprisoned for stealing military supplies and later kept as a foreign prisoner at
Gurs. 

Ruth was separated from her mother and spent time in the Montmorency OSE (Œuvre de secours aux enfants)
home in France. In 1942 she arrived in the United States on the Mouzinho, a USCOM (US Committee for the Care
of European Children) transport. Ruth was placed with Joe and Gladys Spivack, who lived in Cleveland with their
daughter Sherry. They were told that Ruth's mother would likely not survive the war, and they could adopt Ruth
when the war was over. 

In September 1943, Helene was released from Gurs and went to Le Chambon before going to Switzerland where
she stayed until the end of the war. Helene immigrated to the United States in 1947 and Ruth moved to New York to
be with her mother. 3

Further detail is provided in a newspaper account of Ruth’s daughter Debbie Smith’s donation of her mother’s
papers to the US Holocaust Memorial Museum:

The Roslyn Heights resident knew that her Protestant grandmother — Helene Englehardt [sic] — was an anti-
Fascist, who never married her longtime boyfriend because Smith’s great-grandmother didn’t want her to marry a
Jew. Instead, the couple lived together for 10 years and had a child — Smith’s mother, Ruth Englehardt [sic]
Spivack Meyers. By the time Ruth was born in 1934, the Gestapo had taken away her father for his political
activism, says Smith, and he likely perished in Dachau, a concentration camp. To this day, Smith doesn’t know her
grandfather’s name.4

Undated  photo  of  Helene  Engelhardt  from  the
article cited above.

If only because the following details in this story
were new to me, I will expand on them here.

The SS Mouzinho Story.  As noted above, the ship was chartered in 1941 specifically for a voyage to bring
Jewish refugee children to the United States.  There is actual film footage of the children boarding the ship, the
verbal description of which includes

Silent  black and white footage of  more than 100 Jewish refugee children from Europe at  a children's  colony,
Colonia Balnear Infantil in São Pedro do Estorial, Portugal; and their departure for the USA on the SS Mouzinho.
Many had been removed from internment camps in southern France, such as Gurs and Rivesaltes, and later in OSE
children's homes. The group left France under the auspices of the United States Committee for Care of European
Children, as part of a shipload of refugees. In June 1941, the SS Mouzinho left Lisbon after JDC secured the entire
ship for refugee passengers.  The American Friends Service Committee (Quakers),  took part  in caring for  the
children,  and arranging for  their  journey  along with  OSE,  the  Commission  for  the  Assistance  of  the  Jewish
Refugees in Portugal, and HICEM, three organizations subsidized by JDC.5

3 https://collections.ushmm.org/findingaids/2017.311.1_01_fnd_en.pdf 
4 https://www.newsday.com/lifestyle/retirement/national-holocaust-museum-1.19500429 
5 http://search.archives.jdc.org/notebook_ext.asp?item=1264765 Among the 
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← Ruth’s entry record/6

The  US  Committee  for  the  Care  of
European  Children  (usually  cited  as
USCOM)

The  initial  impetus  for  the  creation  of  the

USCOM  came  from  the  Quakers,  the

American Friends Service Committee.  It was

avowedly non-sectarian.  While the USCOM

is  more  famous  for  saving  Jewish  refugee

children such as Ruth Engelhardt, it seems clear that the initial impetus for the USCOM, and the thing that got it

official backing from the White House, was the idea to support the relocation of British children to the US.

Jewish immigration was a very, very tricky subject in the US election year of 1940, so rescuing British children

was a more acceptable project with which to be involved..

In May 1940, the British government established the Children’s Overseas Reception Board (CORB) to assist this
effort,  while  in  the  United  States,  the  nongovernmental  U.S.  Committee  for  the  Care  of  European  Children
(USCCEC) was established in June 1940 in the hope that a significant number of British children might take up
temporary residence in the United States. 

The USCCEC enjoyed the enthusiastic support of Franklin D. and Eleanor Roosevelt; ER even agreed to serve as
the organization’s “temporary administrative chairman.”7

The USCOM’s particular interest in Jewish children may be ascribed to Mrs. Roosevelt and to another founding
member, attorney Louis S. Weiss.  Eleanor Roosevelt’s interest in saving Jewish children was not proforma.  A
year  before  the  SS  Mouzinho brought  Ruth  Engelhardt  to  the  US,  Mrs.  Roosevelt,  to  the  very  extreme
annoyance of the US Secretary of State, had been notably involved in saving over 80 Jewish refugees (including
actors Marcel Dalio and his wife Madeleine Lebeau, both of whom went on to appear in the movie Casablanca)
aboard the SS Quanza in 1940.8

Œuvre de secours aux enfants (OSE)

Œuvre de Secours aux Enfants, commonly abbreviated as OSE, is a French Jewish humanitarian organization that
saved hundreds of Jewish refugee children in Vichy France during World War II... 

The original OZE (Obshchetsvo Zdravookhraneniya Yevreyiev, Organisation for the health protection of Jews), was
created in 1912 in Saint Petersburg by doctors, to help needy members of the Jewish population and to protect,
feed and support Jewish children who were victims of poverty and persecution. Branches were established in other
countries as well. In 1923 the organization relocated to Berlin, under the presidency of Albert Einstein. In 1933,
fleeing Nazism, it relocated again, this time to France where it became the Œuvre de Secours aux Enfants /OSE
(Society for Rescuing Children), retaining a similar acronym.9

6 “Immigrant Ships Transcribers Guild, SS Mouzinho,” 
https://immigrantships.net/v6/1900v6/mouzinho19410902_02.html#Engelhardt

7 https://fdr4freedoms.org/wp-content/themes/fdf4fdr/DownloadablePDFs/IV_StatesmanandCommanderinChief/
07_BundlesfromBritain.pdf 

8 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/jewish-refugees-aboard-the-ss-quanza
9 http://cahjp.nli.org.il/content/oeuvre-de-secours-aux-enfants-ose
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A Fake Philippine Guerrilla Cover

By Russ Carter

A recent eBay item has caused a stir among collectors. Clearly listed as a fake as shown below, it has brought
up a number of technical questions. Let us break down some of the issues.

The Philippines Label: USAFFE was United States Armed Forces in the Far East and SCF was Southern Cebu
Forces. A genuine label is somewhat controversial. Prepared for use by guerrillas in the Philippines, they were
to be use to send mail to MacArthur’s Headquarter in Australia. Many believe this was more for collectors
rather than for genuine use. Believed to have been printed in Dumanjug, Cebu, in late 1942, there were possibly
3 printings on thin pink or light orange paper. This is printed on blue paper and not listed in the literature. Since
the label was for use by guerrillas, it should not have been used by US Army personnel, or on mail to the US.
By November 1942 surface mail from US Army personnel to the US would not have required postage.

The Date Stamp: while 6 November 1942 could be a valid date, the question is the usage. Did the guerrillas
have such a device or was it marked in Australia? There is no APO number in the dater but most of the Brisbane
area APOs in Australia had APO numbers in the device at this time. The guerrilla forces would not have used
such a dater as they were not a US Army unit. 

The Army Examiner Mark: none of the so-called Army race track marks had 4 digits. Examiner marks were
Unit censor marks; so why was there an additional unit censor mark below it?

The Unit Censor Mark: this mark was only used by the 98th Bomb Group and is found on covers from Libya,
Egypt, and Palestine. Found on covers from September 1942 to May 1943.  It certainly would not have been
used on a Philippines cover.

Final thoughts: this cover may been made using a genuine North Africa or Middle East cover used by the 98th
Bomb Group and then modified with fake labels, fake date stamp, and fake Examiner mark. The placement of
the stamps is suspect as it might cover up a return address. Perhaps the buyer of this cover can look under the
labels and see a return address which might prove interesting. A quick look at a few web sites did not list any
Morgan’s on Oxford road in Grosse Point at that time.
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Merry Christmas 1965 from Saigon

By Elgin E. Sink   MPHS 797

Free franking privileges were introduced effective 1 September 1965 for American military forces serving in or
near Vietnam and contiguous waters.1 I decided to begin a collection of such items if they in fact could be
obtained during this conflict.

When  I  received  information  about  an  Army
enlistee willing to process covers with the new free
mailings,  I  sent  him  several  self-addressed
envelopes. He had them machine cancelled “APO
143”  on  NOV 15  (the  year  did  not  show  in  the
postmark)  and  I  received  them shortly  after  that.
The  return  address  “APO  96307”  and  the  “APO
143” were both from the Tan Son Nhut Air Base in
Saigon.2

The holiday season arrived soon thereafter and one
day  I  was  pleasantly  surprised  with  a  beautiful
Vietnam-produced Christmas card received from the same person. Colorful artwork on the front displayed a
picturesque Vietnam scene and two stamps which were cancelled on their first day of issue on the reverse side
of the card.

This  serviceman  and
I  maintained  our
correspondence  over
the  following  weeks
resulting in many nice
Vietnam  stamps  and
first  day covers  being
added  to  my
collection. 

Notes: 

1 “Free Mail Service Vietnam,” War Cover Club Bulletin XI, Whole No. 10, (Feb. 1966) 129

2 Source to verify APO postmark origins: Geographic Locations of U. S. APOs 1941-1978, James Shaffer ed. (War
Cover Club, Oct. 1979).
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Some Features of the Ministry of Navy Chaplains and Naval Mail in the Early 20th Century

By Sozont S. Singh

In the late 19th and early 20th century, chaplains served in the navies of different countries. Often they were
appointed not only to ships of the navy, but also to transport and hospital ships. The main function of chaplains
on the ships of all countries was the performance of divine services and spiritual guidance of sailors. Worship
was central to this activity. 

It  needed  a  space,  which  was  never
abundant on the ship, objects, substances,
helpers.  Depending  on  the  denomination,
various  things  were  needed for  worship1.
Thus,  for  Western  Christians,  this  is
usually an altar, a lectern and, sometimes,
chairs.  For  Orthodox  Christians  (Russian
Navy,  Greek  Navy),  the  presence  of
iconostases is typical, although there could
be  only  the  use  of  an  altar  and  an
analogion.  To  celebrate  a  service,  the
chaplain usually needed assistants,  whose
functions  also  differed  depending  on  the
denomination,  and  in  some  cases  they
could be absent completely.

One of the key concerns for any chaplain
was music during worship. In my opinion,
this  problem was  especially  acute  in  the
Russian  Imperial  Navy,  since  only  an
Orthodox  chaplain  could
be appointed to ships; and
in  the  Eastern  Christian
tradition,  only  choral
singing can be performed
during  divine  services.
Therefore,  the  chaplain
often  had  to  organize  a
choir  immediately  after
being assigned to a ship2.
In  the  Western  tradition,
worship  music  was  not
limited  to  the  choir,  but
another  problem  could
emerge:  what  form  of
music  to  choose  for
worship  (choir,  orchestra,
piano, etc.).

1 C. Drury, The history of the Chaplain Corps, United States Navy. Vol. 1. 1778-1939. (Washington, 1948), 175-179.
2 For more details see: S. S. Singh, “Osobennosti organizacii raboty korabel'nogo cerkovnogo hora sudovym svjashhennikom na 

rubezhe XIX-XX vekov” [Features of the organization of the navy chaplain work the ship's chapel choir at the turn of the XIX-
XX centuries]. Vestnik cerkovnoj istorii [Church History Bulletin]. Vol. 1/2 (57/58) (2020): 165-182.
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In addition to their direct duties, chaplains could attend in various work with the crew of the ships. In many
ways,  this  activity  was  in  the  field  of  leisure:  organizing  a  library,  readings,  excursions,  sporting  events,
watching films, etc. This activity was carried out by the chaplains of both the Russian and Western navies. But
there was an activity that did not directly relate to the chaplain's service – worship, but he was forced to perform
it.  After  the  First  Russian  revolution  (1905-1907),  Russian  chaplains  had  to  fight  against  revolutionary
propaganda as part of their ministry3. In Royal Navy and US Navy during WWI, chaplains on many ships were
involved in censoring letters. In the Russian Empire, chaplains were not allowed to censor letters, although they
could conduct unofficial  work with letters:  helping those sailors who were illiterate,  being an intermediary
between the crew and the monasteries, and organizing the overall process of correspondence4.

How extrinsic were the duties of a censor for a chaplain is clearly seen from the words of Rev. Montague
Thomas Hainsselin, who was a chaplain on HMS Ajax during WWI5. In his notebook he wrote: “If at the time
when I was first ordained and about to enter upon a quiet curacy some prophetic instinct had told me that after a
considerable number of years I should find myself in my present position I should probably have quoted a few
words concerning lying prophets: but then, as someone remarks, you never can tell! <…> Certainly, the work
does not come under the heading of pastoral duties, and according to the terms of the Hague Convention I am
probably rendering myself liable to be shot by our friends the enemy if they catch me.”6

Apart  from  the  ethical  side,  the  very  process  of  censorship  was  a  physically  very  burdensome  duty  for
chaplains. Rev. Montague Thomas Hainsselin noted: “There are two official Censors the Fleet-Paymaster and
myself. But with a ship's company of over eight hundred letter-writers we are not enough to cope with all the
work…”7

Censored  letters  receive  special  marks.
Among them we can find name stamps.
In  my  collection,  there  is  a  fairly  rare
cover  with  a  censor’s  stamp,  which,
according  to  Dr.  M.  H.  Gould’s
classification  is  type  3A198.  This  is  the
censor  stamp  of  the  British  chaplain
James McCarthy, who served on various
hospital  ships  during  WWI.
Unfortunately,  there  is  not  enough
evidence on the cover to accurately date
it.  Since  8-line  cancellation  was
introduced in 1916, this envelope can be
dated  to  1916  or  1917,  when  James
McCarthy  was  chaplain  of  HMHS  St.
Margaret of Scotland9.

3 Russian State Navy Archives. F. 417. Op. 2. D. 2632.: 3-7.
4 For more details see: S.S. Singh , “The Role of Chaplains in Sailor Correspondence of the Russian Fleet at the turn of the 19th and

20th Centuries ,” FPHS Journal. No 328 (2021). 552-557.
5 G. Taylor,  The Sea Chaplains: А History of the Chaplains of the Royal Navy. (Oxford, 1978), 351.

6 Montague T. Hainsselin. In The Northern Mists: A Grand Fleet Chaplain's Notebook. (London, NewYork, Toronto, 1916), 1.

7 Ibid., 5.
8 M. H. Gould, British Naval Post and Censor Marks of the First World War, 2nd Rev. Ed.. (Postal History 2000, 1998), 84, 89.
9 I thank Forces Postal History Society members Peter High and Frank Schofield for their help with this cover.
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Censorship  could  indeed
take more of the chaplain's
time than his direct duties.
But  in  some  cases,
working with letters could
redound  to  advantage  to
the  main  activity  of  the
chaplain. For example, an
interesting  episode  is
contained in the report of
Rev.  B.  C.  Clausen,  who
was  a  chaplain  on  USS
North Carolina,  dedicated
to  his  activities  during
WWI.  He  was  not  very
satisfied  with  the  ship's
band  playing  during  the
services. At the same time,

there was a sailor on board who was an excellent pianist. As a result, the chaplain did not know in whose favor
to make the choice. Chance turned the situation: “In a pile of mail which I was censoring, I came to a pencilled
letter. It had been written by a boy just after he had attended church service aboard. ‘And O Mother,’ he wrote,
‘when they sing, they have a band to play the hymns. It is wonderful. It sounds just like the organ at home in
our church. I just couldn't sing. I sat there with tears in my eyes. I could hear that organ at home.’ My decision
was made for me. If that band of ours could make any boy hear the organ in his own church, nothing could
induce me to dispense with it.”10

Therefore, acting as censor allowed the chaplain to make choices that were very important to his ministry. Thus,
this episode is rather an exception, and censorship was a heavy burden for the chaplains, which they carried
through the war with honor.

My research is not complete. I continue to collect various materials on chaplains of different navies and their
participation in censoring and other work with letters. Perhaps some of the readers have come across materials
relevant to this subject? I am looking for any letters and documents related to chaplains of the Russian Imperial
Navy, censored covers, and letters written by rev. Montague T. Hainsselin (HMS Ajax), rev. W.W. Edel (USS St.
Louis), rev. B. C. Clausen (USS North Carolina), rev. Walter Carey (HMS Mars, HMS Warspite). If anyone has
come across these materials, please contact me at sozont@inbox.ru

10 Drury, History of the Chaplain Corps, Vol. 1, 176.
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HMHS St. Margaret of Scotland
http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Ships/HMHSStMargaretOfScotland.html

Editor’s Note.  I see from our roster that MPHS has a fair number
of retired USN officers among our members.  Perhaps some of you
will be able to help Sozont based on personal experience.

Another  area  in  which  I  have  seen  a  significant  amount  of
interaction between chaplains and mail is in the closing days of the
Spanish-American War, extending into the early occupation period
in the Philippines.  From 20 December 1898 – 4 November 1899
Soldier’s Letters required countersignature by a “designated officer
with title.” (PB 5724 and 6003.  Often the “designated officer” was
a Chaplain.                                            (Cover courtesy Al Kugel.)



Deanna Durbin – Revisited

By Thomas Richards & Regis Hoffman

Over the 10 plus years we have written this column we have shown many covers to Deanna during times of
strife (see Bibliography below). This could be expected since she was the biggest star of her time. She was one
of the highest paid stars during WWII and one of the most popular. She also was the highest paid women during
a couple of the war years. Her short career spanned the war years as she retired and moved to Paris with her
Director husband. Mail from POWs, Internees, Chinese and Yugoslavia Air Force trainees among others were
covered. Some were written or modified for other publications.

Cover from a Chinese Detachment member – A/C Chang
Chang King at Williams Field in Chandler, Arizona. We
have seen only 2 covers from members of the Chinese
detachment to Ms. Durbin,

The cover is addressed to Ms. Durbin at 20th Century
Fox  Studios.  However,  she  spent  her  entire  career  at
Universal Studios. But the cover probably got there as
the Post office clerks generally knew where the major
stars were located.

The Army Air Force trained over 23,000 foreign students during the war years. By the end of the war, 3,553
Chinese received flying and technical training, including 866 pilots. After the United States entered the war, the
Army Air Forces also developed a pilot training program for the Chinese Air Force. The Air Corps conducted
most of the training for the Chinese at Luke, Williams, and Thunderbird Fields in Arizona.

Training  the  Chinese  presented  some  special
challenges. Because of their small stature, some
students  could  not  reach  all  the  controls.  That
problem was usually solved through the use of
extra  cushions  and  occasionally  by  switching
them  to  another  type  of  airplane.  A  bigger
problem was the language barrier. It took all the
interpreters  the  Air  Force  could  muster  to
support the training programs for the Chinese. In
the  end,  3,553  Chinese  received  flying  and
technical training, including 866 pilots.1

After Italy surrendered and joined the allies in Sept 8, 1943 the Italian soldiers in US camps were no longer
POWs. The Italian soldiers were permitted to volunteer for non-combat duty in special service units of the US
Army. A total of 192 Quartermaster Service Companies consisting of 33,000 men at 67 military installations in
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25 states were created in WWII.2 The Italian POWs seem to have an unusual attachment to the movie stars as
we have written about a number of items of fan mail from Italian internees at Ft. Missoula.

Fan mail to Ms. Durbin from an Italian Quartermaster
Service Company member attached to the US Army. This
is the only example we have seen of mail to Ms. Durbin
friom a member of an Italian QM Service Company. In
this example the sender sent the fan mail just addressed
to Ms. Durbin at Hollywood, California. As mentioned
above  it  probably  reached  her  as  the  Post  Office
generally  knew  where  the  major  stars  were  located.
Whether she read it or not is another story as stars like
Ms. Durbin received tens of thousands of pieces of fan
mail per month.

Notes
1 https://www.afcec.af.mil/Home/BRAC/Williams/History.aspx
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_Service_Units
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_______________________________________________________

On the Show Circuit

By Alan Warren

[Note: The purpose of this column is to bring to the attention of MPHS members the awards obtained in recent shows
for exhibits that are basically about military postal history. This may include exhibits by non-members. While there 
are many non-military related exhibits by members, these are not recorded here.]

PIPEX in Oregon in May was held as a virtual event with exhibits and judging held accordingly. A large gold, the MPHS
award and the reserve grand award went to  Louis Fiset for his  “French Interzone and Free Zone Mail during the
German Occupation 1940-1943.” Greg Galletti received a gold with his “The League of Nations – The War Years.”
Dickson Preston took a large vermeil for  “US Army Post Offices in Greenland 1941-1945.” A large vermeil and the
AAPE creativity award went to Ralph Nafziger for “A Soldier’s Diary – The World War I North Russia Expedition.”
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CANPEX is normally an in-person national show held in New London, Ontario. This year it was held virtually with
respect to the competitive exhibits, which were all one-frame entries. David Nickson won a large gold and the Rich Toop
Memorial award with his “Registered Mail from the Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.) 1916-1919.” Two golds went
to Dickson Preston for  “Greenland Mail during World War II” and “U.S. Army Post Offices in Greenland 1941-
1945.” Joel Weinert also won a gold for  “Mail Salvaged from the Sinking of the Kingstonian – April 1918.”  A
vermeil and an AAPE award of honor went to Don Hedger for his “A Soldier’s Postcards – Mailed from the Somme &
Flanders WW I.”

Robert Benninghoff received a large gold at the Minnesota Stamp Expo in July for his “The Irish Civil War 1922 to
1928.” Ray Cartier took a gold and the AAPE Creativity award for “The War Birds of Air Force Plant #4 – Ft. Worth,
Texas.” A large vermeil and an AAPE award of honor went to Daniel Ryterbrand for “Day of Infamy: Pearl Harbor
and the U.S. Pacific Fleet.” Phil Rhoade won a vermeil and an AAPE award of honor for his “WWII Czech Patriotic
Labels.”

At the Westpex show in San Francisco in July,  Dickson Preston received a gold and the MPHS award with his  “U.S.
Army Post Offices in Greenland.”

At the SAVPEX show held in July and hosted by the Orange Free State Philatelic Society of South Africa,  Dickson
Preston received 75 points for “Greenland Mail during WW II,” while Stephen Schumann obtained 89 points for his
“New Zealand Prisoner of War Air Letter Cards 1941-45,” and Robert Benninghoff took 85 points for “The Irish
Civil War – January 1922 to April 1923.” 

Eric Knapp earned a gold and the MPHS Exhibit Award at the Great American Stamp Show held in August for his
“Alaska at War: World War II and Western Canada.” Lou Pataki  received a large gold, the Germany Philatelic
Society  Third  award,  and  the  single  frame grand  award  with  his  “World  War I  Comes  to  the  German Mail  in
Shantung, China.” At the same show Pataki also took a vermeil for “Early History of the German East Asia Cruiser
Squadron 1895-1900.” In the literature competition of this show,  Wayne Menuz received a large gold for his article

“Military Postal Stationery of Australia.” Finally,  MPHS Life Member Mark Isaacs was honored at the recent
Great American Stamp Show for achieving 50-years membership in the American Philatelic Society. 

_______________________________________________________

Philatelic Militaria

By Alan Warren

The following articles appeared in recent issues of a variety of journals. Copies of the complete articles can usually
be obtained through the American Philatelic Research Library, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte PA 16823.]

Larry Nelson shows two examples of internee mail connected with camps in Australia in the May Airpost Journal. In
1940 enemy alien detainees were sent from Liverpool to Australia aboard the HMT Dunera, bearing some Italian and
German detainees but mostly Jewish refugees. One cover was sent by an Italian from Tatura International Camp to his
wife in England. The other cover was sent by a Rabbi from Hay Internment Camp to another Rabbi in New York City.

Robert Galland focuses on British mail of World War I in a new series in the May Gibbons Stamp Monthly. In this part
he describes and illustrates undeliverable mail with markings such as “Unable to Trace,” “Present Location Uncertain,”
“Place of Detention Not Traced,” “Insufficiently Addressed / Number of Regiment Required,” etc. In the same issue
Edward Barrow delves into the  Trinidad and Tobago Red Cross stamps of WW I—their production and use. There
were two overprinted stamps and one locally produced label.

Chris Hargreaves describes the various types of air letter sheets designed for the Canadian armed forces during WW
II in the June Airpost Journal. They first appeared in June, 1942. He shows varieties related to printers, designs, rates and
other factors.

Gunnar Zetterman illustrates  mail with Scandinavian connections that was collected, seized or pre-empted during
World War I from damaged ships in the June issue of the Danish postal history journal  Posthistorisk Tidsskrift. The
covers show evidence of censorship, water damage, and other markings.
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Writing in the issue 2/2021 of Norwegian War and Field Post Journal, Trond Schumacher describes mail sent to Norway
from the NORMASH (Norwegian Mobile Army Surgical Hospital) during the Korean War 1951-54 . Some of the
covers bear the “Hubba-Hubba Air Mail” markings. In the same issue John Torstad presents an overview of the formular
stationery of the Norwegian Red Cross during 1940-1945, with a view to preparing a catalog of the material.

Robert Galland completes his study of undeliverable mail of Great Britain during WW I in the June Gibbons Stamp
Monthly. This time he illustrates labels, handstamps, and insert slips that applied to undeliverable civilian mail. In the
Spring 2021 issue Rossica, journal of the Rossica Society of Russian philately, Vladimir Berdichevsky, Semyon Brayman,
and Steve Volis describe the use of pigeon mail in Russia, occasioned by the recent auction of a pigeongram booklet. The
authors mention the pigeon stations established at Brest-Litovsk Fortress, Port Arthur, Vladivostok and elsewhere. In the
same issue Berdichevsky has an article on the mail of Russian naval POWs during the 1904-05 Russo-Japanese War.

Louis Fiset discusses transpacific ship mail around the time of the Pearl Harbor bombing in the Second Quarter 2021
issue of La Posta. He shows a variety of markings like “Postal Service Suspended,” “Mail Service Suspended,” and “Not
Opened by Censor.” In the same issue Patricia Kaufmann writes about Gettysburg POW mail during the Civil War that
was sent via the Baltimore smuggled-mail route.

Jonathan Johnson describes the Royal Canadian Air Force squadron “Mailcan” in the April-June issue of BNA Topics.
The unit was responsible for moving Canadian military airmail as well as freight and key personnel from Ottawa to the 1st
Canadian Infantry Div. in the Mediterranean during WW II. He illustrates covers and tells how to identify Mailcan mail.

Volkmar  Werdermann  discusses  two  1915  post  cards  sent  to  the  same  prisoner-of-war,  one  card  sent  from
Portuguese-India and the other from Mozambique, in the March issue of Indien-Report.. The destination in both cases
was the POW camp Ahmednagar in India.

Co-authors Philip Parker and Peter Vogenbeck describe an unusual 1917 censored post card from a WW 1 Portuguese
Angola POW camp in the June The London Philatelist. The destination was Lüderitzbucht, German Southwest Africa.
The authors delved into the background of the sender and addressee and then launch into a study of the Portuguese-
German relations in Africa leading up to the time of the card.

Five pages of the BNAPS Canadian Military Mail Study Group newsletter for June are devoted to a listing of  naval
censor markings of WW II compiled by John Frith. The data includes the censor numbers in ascending order from 2 to
1069, the name of the ship, and the type of ship (corvette, mine layer, frigate, destroyer, etc.)

Dan Ring continues his series on Gunboat Diplomacy in the second quarter 2021 issue of Possessions, published by the
United  Sates  Possessions  Philatelic  Society.  He  shows  military  occupation  mail  related  to  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,
Dominican Republic, Haiti, Nicaragua, and Mexico during the early 1900s.

William Fort illustrates four airmail covers sent from Internment camps in France during WW II in the August Airpost
Journal. One from Camp de Rivesaltes was sent to Argentina, and three others went to the USA, from Camp de Noé,
Camp de Recebedou, and Camp de Gurs. They all traveled across the Atlantic via Pan Am.

The Feldpost in Africa is the topic of Christopher Kolker’s article in the July-August German Postal Specialist. He lists a
dozen German fieldpost offices by number with a brief description. In the Summer 2021 issue of the  Postal History
Journal, Peter Thy discusses special stationery used by families in the home front to South African Pioneers in the
three High Commission Territories of Bechuanaland Protectorate, Swaziland, and Basutoland during WW II.  The
stationery was not issued to the soldiers but could only be used by the families writing to them. The author shows two
types—an Active Service Letter Card and an Air Mail Letter Card. 

_______________________________________________________

Member Ads

FOR SALE:  200,000 Military, Postal History and Naval covers. 
Ebay store: http://stores.ebay.com/Nalwife-Naval-Covers.  
Hipstamp store: https://www.hipstamp.com/store/postal-history-store. Buying/Selling. 
Want lists accepted. Approval service provided. RNallenweg@gmail.com. Rich Nallenweg PO Box 2551, Weaverville, 
NC 28787
INFORMATION EXCHANGE:  Wanting to correspond with MPHS members interested in (1)  U. S. Revolutionary 
War covers and (2) Russian Military Mail, particularly with regard to the organization of their military postal system. 
Fred Reynolds, 9717 W 23rd St., Overland Park, KS 66213. reynoldscolusa@gmail.com
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Rear Guard: V-Mails and BBs

Analysis By Dave Kent

The British invented the idea of microfilming letters from servicemen overseas and flying just the film back
home, saving much valuable space on transport planes, to be printed on photographic paper  (they called theirs
Airgraphs). Depending on the handwriting skills of the sender, the small photographic reproductions of the
original letters can be a bit difficult to read. No ships ever had room for the microfilming equipment, but a
battleship had a large enough crew to justify sending the letters off to a filming center when they arrived in port.
Both of these letters have philatelic connections.

Pearl Harbor had supposedly proven that the big-gun battleship was obsolete in the era of Naval aviation, but
Nevada, after some repairs, was sent off to the Atlantic to fend off possible attacks on convoys by German
battleships. During the Normandy invasion she had shown that there was still a place for rifle-barreled fourteen-
inch guns on ships. It is a bit surprising that the censors allowed the writer to tell of his experiences, but so
many news reports had been published that his comments probably did not reveal any secrets. The addressee,
Charles Reinboth, was a noted cover collector, but there is no evidence that his correspondent was a collector.
Perhaps they had been coworkers at the Equitable Life Assurance Society in Manhattan, to which the letter is
addressed.

The new battleship New Jersey had just arrived in the Pacific when Archie Lance wrote his letter. The latest, 
and last in battleship designs, she sported sixteen-inch guns, which in February of 1944 were being used to 
support attacks on Japanese positions in the Marshall and Caroline Islands. Lance was a career Navy man who 
had taken up cover collecting in the 1930s. He continued to produce covers well after the war ended.

44     Military Postal History Society Bulletin  Vol. 59, No. 4, October 2021  


	The US Committee for the Care of European Children (usually cited as USCOM)

