
IRAQ ; Baghdad 
Use of Revenue Stamps 20 October 1922 

Due to an outbreak of cholera, a new supply of the normal "Iraq" overprints was delayed. As a result, the use of 
revenues to pay regular postage was authorized in Baghdad and its environs for a brief period in late 1922. A 
very elusive usage. 
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Overprinted Turkish postal stationery was also used during the occupation period. Above are examples of the 
imprinted envelope as well as domestic and international postal cards. 
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Examples of overprinted 2 1/2 
annas registration envelopes 
in two different sizes. Such 

items are extremely elusive in 
postally used condition. 



IRAQ Busra City 
Diplomatic Mail 25 July 1918 

Registered cover franked with 3 annas I.E.F. overprint and sent from Basra City to Egypt by the "Consulat de 
France en Mesopotamie/Bassorah." Backstamped Cairo and Izbit el Zaiton. 



IRAQ 

The British strongly desired that Kurdistan in the north, especially the Kirkuk oilfields, come under their control 
as part of Iraq. To this end troops were moved into the area following the Turkish surrender. 
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Because it was occupied later, Kurdistan had a separate postal system from that used in Mesopotamia. Turkish 
fiscal stamps were overprinted I.E.F. 'D' and cancelled with either Indian Army or civil postmarks. 



IRAQ ; . Mosul 
Military Mail 19 June 1921 

Kirkuk 
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Although there were no British FPOs in Iraq, the military mail from British forces was processed without charge 
based on a manuscript endorsement "On Active Service." Each cover has "M" in circle censor mark of Mosul and 
(on the reverse) the cds of the town of origin. 



IRAQ ; ! F.P.O. No. 55 
Royal Flying Corps 20 May 1917 

Base Office D/IEF 
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A small number of aircraft and men of the Royal Flying Corps (the predecessor of the RAF) were assigned to the 

Mesopotamian Expeditionary Corps, and mail from this group is very elusive. Upper example has oval RFC 
marking and was postmarked on the reverse at FPO 55 located at Baghdad. Lower cover has the RFC crest and 
was mailed at the Base Office in Basra. Printed registration label of "Basra Base" applied on reverse. 



IRAQ : FPA, SS 
Military Airmail Flights 9 January 1919 
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The Royal Air Force flew several pioneer flights via Baghdad. The first through eastbound flight from England to 
India was in a four-engine Handley-Page aircraft which left Baghdad on 9 January 1919. Firebrace states that six 
letters were boarded at Baghdad, marked with the special cachets shown. The first westbound flight left Baghdad 
for Cairo on 24 February with one passenger and "a quantity" of mail, again marked with a special cachet. 




