SCHLESWIG

The first of the plebiscites to be held around Germany was in Schleswig, the northernmost province. There, the
voting was held in two segments: the northern part on 10 February 1920 and the southern on 14 March. The
results were nearly a mirror image, with the north voting to join Denmark by 75% and the south to remain with

Germany by 80%. The official transfer of the northern territory took place on 15 June 1920.

The British troops and officials could send mail free of postage, but no fieldpost office was opened for this
territory. However, it was necessary for letters and cards to be struck with official cachets to obtain this service.
Those above include the the Press Bureau and two types of International Commission markings.




SCHLESWIG

Postagf: stamps were prepared for use by civilians in Schleswig as well as to pay fees on International
Commission mail. The first set consisted of pictorials inscribed in Danish but denominated in pfennigs and
marks. These were issued on 25 January 1920.
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Covers franked with various denominations of the first pictorial stamps issued for Schleswig, including the
highest denominations on a value declared letter.
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Registered covers prepared philatelically for sending to collectors in Germany franked with the Plebiscite
stamps, including the 5 mark high value.




SCHLESWIG

A vote was taken on 10 February 1920 in the northern half of the province (Zone 1), with 75% favoring joining

Denmark. This caused a second set of stamps denominated in Danish currency and overprinted "1 Zone" to be
issued on 20 May.
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Registered covers franked with various denominations of the second pictorial stamps issued for Schleswig,
including a pair of 15 ore on a COD letter.
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The mail of the Allied Plebiscite Commission was designated with either a special cachet or printed corner card.
On 26 January 1920, a small quantity of the German-denominated stamps was overprinted "C-I-S" for the
International Schleswig Commission. The use of these stamps on cover is very uncommon.




UPPER SILESIA

The last of the plebiscites to be held around Germany in this period was in Upper Silesia, where the territory was
disputed with Poland. The voting took place in March 1921 with the overall result being 60% in favor of Germany.
However, the preference was heavily for Poland in certain districts. As a result, the Allies decided to divide the
territory, with the western portion remaining with Germany and the eastern going to Poland.
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Initially, there was no British fieldpost service in the territory so mail was forwarded by the Army Courier Office in
Berlin. Later, APO S64 was opened in Tarnowitz. Cachets on the covers above are for the Inter-allied Commission
and the British Silesian Force.






