ALEXANDRETTA

‘ Alexandrette
Official Mail

25 November 1938

Official letter from the office of the High Commission of the French Republic in Alexandretta to the office for the
French Mandate in the Levant in Paris. Postage was free but 12.50 piastres had to be paid for registration.




ALEXANDRETTA Vaguemestres d'Etapes/1 Levant
Military Mail '

28 January 1939

Official cover from the Commandant of Antioch to the Chief of Engineers in Aleppo, where it was delivered the
following day. Note late type of military postmark inscribed "Vaguemestres d'Etapes."




ALEXANDRETTA

Alexandrette
Mourning Overprint

15 March 1939

The President of Turkey, Kemal Ataturk, died on 10 November 1938. The final stamps for Alexandretta were
mourning overprints issued in honor of Ataturk in December 1938. Examples shown on a cover to Beirut.




FREE FRENCH FORCES

Following the invasion of France by Germany in June 1940, a new French government was established under
Marshal Petain at Vichy. On 28 June, the French High Commissioner and the commander of the Army of the
Levant announced their allegiance to the Vichy government. On 8 June 1941, British and Free French troops
invaded Syria and Lebanon from Palestine, occupying Damascus on the 21st. All resistance by the Vichy forces
ceased on 14 July 1941. Later in 1941, the French terminated their mandate and granted independence to
Lebanon and Syria, although the Allied troops maintained their presence until the end of the war.

Courier Mail
3 December 1941
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Civilian mail continued to use the normal postage stamps of the Syrian and Lebanese Republics, although mail
was subject to Allied censorship. In 1942, the Free French established fieldpost offices to provide for the letters
from the troops. The above cover is a forerunner of that service, being sent by courier from the Commandant of
the Troops for North Syria based in Aleppo. Note Free French cachet depicting the Cross of Lorraine.




FREE FRENCH FORCES Beyrouth
Forerunner ' 9 May 1942

The special stamps for the Free French forces were issued in mid-1942, presumably on 1 June. Thus, the above

cover sent by the General Delegation of Free France in the Levant from Beirut is a forerunner of the fieldpost
system by about four weeks.




FREE F RENCH FORCES : Poste aux Armees/B.C.M.1
Overprinted Stamps 22 October 1943
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In mid-1942 the Free French overprinted three Syrian and Lebanese pictorials with "Free French Forces/Levant"
for ordinary postage and four with "F.A.F.L" for airmail. These were used at the fieldpost offices as B.C.M.
(Bureau Central Militaire) #1 above, located in Beirut on a cover to Gabon in French Equatorial Africa.




FREE FRENCH FORCES

Poste aux Armees/F.F.L.6
Overprinted Stamps

11 June 1942
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The earliest postmarks used by the Free French were inscribed Poste aux Armees/F.F.L. (French Forces in the
Levant) in June 1942, as shown on the upper cover sent to the Cameroons.




FREE FRENCH FORCES Poste aux Armees/F.F.L.1
Pictorials 4 June 1942
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On 1 June 1942, a set of seven stamps for regular postage (inscribed "Free French Forces/Levant") and two for
airmail were issued. Above philatelic cover from FPO #1 in Beirut was mailed to a local stamp dealer.




FREE FRENCH FORCES

Poste aux Armees/B.C;M. 1
Pictorials

2 February 1943

Commercial usage of Free French pictorials to pay 4 franc airmail rate to another French territory. Cover from
B.C.M. (Central Military Bureau) #1 in Beirut to the Cameroons. Censored upon mailing and again on arrival.
Backstamped for receipt at Kribi on 20 February 1943.




FREE FRENCH FORCES Poste aux Armees/B.P.M. 6
Pictorials 22 June 1943

Poste aux Armees/F.F.L. 2
8 September 1943
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Commercial usage of Free French pictorials. Upper cover from B.P.M. (Military Postal Bureau) #6 to Chad.
Lower cover from F.F.L. #2 in Damascus to Togo.







