MILITARY MISSION IN TURKEY

The Ottoman Empire joined the Central Powers on 4 November 1914 and later participated in the attack on the
Suez Canal and the incursion into Persia. However, for much of the war, the Turkish forces were on the defensive
against the Russians in the Caucasus and Eastern Anatolia as well as the British in Iraq and Palestine. After the
Allies scored significant breakthroughs in these latter two areas, the Turks surrendered on 30 October 1918.
German troops served in a liaison role with their Ottoman counterparts as well as logistical and service capacities.

Constantinople

The first German military mail from Turkey was sent via diplomatic pouch from the German Embassy in
Constantinople to the Foreign Office in Berlin, where an official cachet was applied and the letters turned over to
the postal authorities for delivery. The above are very early examples, postmarked in Berlin during December
1914 and March 1915. The upper cover has marking of the "Personal Adjutant/Military Mission/Constantinople,”
and the lower one a generic cachet of the Military Mission in Constantinople.
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Most mail from the Military Mission in 1915 and early 1916 was handled by a postal facility (naval P.O. 14) set
up on board the steamship General (formerly of the German East Africa Line), which served as a floating
headquarters. Examples above from the HQ of Field Marshal von der Goltz, the Field Telegraph Station at
Osmanie and the Red Cross Medical Mission.
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Before the Military Mission postmarks with stated locations were introduced, two "generic" markings were
applied to mail. One was a metal cds inscribed "Deutsche Militér-Mission/Feldpost" used from 10 October 1915
to 18 March 1916. The other was an undated rubber marking reading "Feldpost/der Deutschen Militdrmission."”
An example of the latter is shown above on a card from an Austrian artillery officer aiding in the defense of the
Gallipoli Peninsula; it is datelined 29 January 1916.
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Some of the Military Mission postmarks were identified by unit rather than location. For example, the High
Command of the Turkish Fifth Army was assigned to the Gallipoli Peninsula during the period of the Anglo-
French invasion. A special postmark inscribed "Milit. Miss./Feldpost/A.O.K.5." was used from 28 November
1915 to 16 November 1916. The upper card is datelined "Gallipoli, 7 March 1916." After the Allied withdrawal,
this unit moved out, so the lower card is datelined "Bigali, 30 August 1916."
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A second type of A.O.K.5. postmark came into use somewhat later, being recorded as used from 6 February 1916
to 5 November 1918. At the time the postcard and registered cover shown above were mailed, the Fifth Army
had reached its permanent station at Smyrna.
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The Military Mission fieldpost service was authorized on 2 January 1916, with Major Hensel as director.
However, the new bilingual (German-Turkish) postmarks were not placed in service until the following month.
The postmark of 28 February 1916 on the gray cover is a very early use (ERD 7 February). Note the red cachet
on the lower card, which warns family members and friends not to send foodstuff to Turkey.
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Military Mission post offices were established in a number of other locations in Turkey proper. (Offices in areas
outside of Anatolia, i.e. Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine, Syria, etc., will be dealt with in separate sections.) The cds for
Arghana Maden was in use only from 6 July to 10 October 1918, while Bosanti is recorded from 4 February 1917

to 30 October 1918 and Diarbekir from 17 May 1917 to 8 September 1918. The latter has unit cachet of the
"Imperial German Telegraph Unit in Asia Minor."







