PALESTINE

The first German effort in Palestine took place in early 1915, when Count von Hochberg led an expedition
seeking to encourage Moslems in the Middle East to rise up against the British. Later, troops arrived to help in
the invasion of the Sinai Peninsula and the attack on the Suez Canal. When these proved unsustainable, the
Germans aided the Turks in the defense of Palestine against the attacks of the EEF. However, the Allied forces
captured Jerusalem on 9 December 1917.
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Mail from the early efforts in Palestine was sent by diplomatic pouch through the Foreign Office in Berlin. The
quantity of such material is very limited. Examples shown here are datelined Jerusalem in March and May 1915.
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PALESTINE Fourth Army Headqu

The first Military Mission postmark used in Palestine was that of A.0.K.4. It operated in Beersheba from 20 to
30 May 1916 and then in Jerusalem from 1 June 1916 to 10 July 1917. Lower cover addressed to Stockholm
required franking in Turkish stamps. A very elusive usage from Palestine.




PALESTINE First Expeditionary Corps
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The second Military Mission postmark used in Palestine was that of the 1st Expeditionary Corps under Baron von
Kressenstein. This unit was located at Beersheba and its cds is recorded as used from 21 June to 2 October 1916.
Note unit cachets with designation of "Pascha," which was the code name for the Palestine Group. Cachet on
lower card indicates origin from "Feld-Flieger Abteilung (air service)."




Official registered mail
sent from the General
Headquarters of the I.
Expeditionary Corps in
Beersheba. Addressed to
the Military Chancellery
of the Grand Duke of
Oldenburg, this large
portion of a cover is one
of four examples showing
use of the special registry
labe! of the Corps.




PALESTINE Bir-es-Seba

The first Military Mission postmark with identified location in Palestine was that of Beersheba. It is recorded as
used from 6 October 1916 to 1 November 1917. Unit cachets are from the HQ of the 601-6(8 Machine Gun
Companies and Field Hospital 213.




The only other Military Mission postmark with identified location in Palestine was that of Jerusalem, which is
recorded as used from 12 July to 31 October 1917. Above examples were used by Austrian soldiers operating
with the German mission.




PALESTINE Jerusalem

Covers with unit markings designating specific origination in Jerusalem are scarce and sought after by Holy Land
collectors. Examples above are from the "German District Surgeon” and "District Hospital." Both have the
A.OK. 4 postmark. :




PALESTINE Emmaus (El Kubebe)
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The most unusual marking related to the Military Mission is that of Emmaus (a 3-hour ride to the west of
Jerusalem), where a hospice of the German Society for the Holy Land was located. Postcard has a very faint
strike of the marking but is datelined "Emmaus, 24 July 1917." Only 3 postcards and 2 covers have been recorded
with this cachet, with dates on the Jerusalem cds from 20 July to 15 September 1917.







