
BELGIUM . Special Services 

The Reichspost had printed special postal documents for Belgium. These were printed in German, Flemish and 
French. Above examples are cards used for the mailing of C.O.D. mail and parcel post. 



BELGIUM Commemorative Postmark 
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In 1916, the Germans permitted a Social Welfare Exhibition (against aging, sickness and accidents) to be 
organized in Brussels. This event provided the opportunity for the only commemorative postmark to be used in 
all of the World War I occupation areas. There was also a special postcard issued for the occasion. That shown 
above was sent on 21 September 1916 as a fieldpost card from Brussels to Frankfurt am Main. 



BELGIUM Delivery Services 

In the very early days of the occupation, a Messieur Armand Berhaut organized a private delivery service in 

Brussels, even printing a "stamp" to pay the 20 centimes delivery charge. This enterprise functioned from 15 to 

21 October 1914, when it was suppressed by the German authorities, who imprisoned M. Berhaut on the charge of 

defrauding the Reichspost. 



BELGIUM Delivery Services 
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A unit of Boy Scouts (Pfadfinderabteilung) was organized to provide prompt delivery of mail from the 
Kommandantur (German military HQ in Brussels) to the main post office. Examples shown here include one 
with a cachet of the service and the other with a manuscript endorsement. 



BELGIUM Postage Stamps 
Trial Overprints 

In summer 1917, the German authorities devised a plan to create separate administrative areas for Flemings and 
Walloons to gain support among ethnic activists. This program went so far as to have the Reichsdruckerei in 
Berlin produce some trial overprints reading "Flanders" and "Wallonia" in early 1918. The plan was not 
implemented (probably due to the realization that most Belgians would resent partition of the country) but did 
result in a handful of philatelic souvenirs. 

Grobe reports that two sets of the Flanders overprints exist in private hands in addition to one in the Postal 
Museum. No Wallonia stamps have been reported. 



BELGIUM Postal Stationery 
Trial Overprints 
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A few copies of the trial overprints for Flanders and Wallonia have been found on postal cards in the archives. 



FRANCE 

Although the Germans were able to sweep through Belgium and into Northern France, a decisive victory eluded 
them. Due to overoptimism about their early successes, they weakened the key right wing by shifting divisions to 
besiege several resisting fortresses and to counter the Russian thrust into East Prussia. In addition, the Germans 
wheeled their forces eastward above Paris rather than including the capital in the encirclement as called for in the 
Schlieffen plan. This exposed the German right to an eventual French counterattack from Paris, which ended in 
the defeat at the Marne. As a result, the campaign in France turned into a bloody four-year stalemate, with the 

Germans continuing to occupy areas in the north but unable to break through the Allied lines. 
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Although fieldpost cards and letters back to Germany were free of postage, items mailed to other destinations 

required payment. In the early days of the occupation, German (and Bavarian) stamps were used, as in the case of 

the items above sent to Belgium and Switzerland. 
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Occupation post offices were established in only eight towns in France, the first at Givet on 13 January 1915. 
Maubeuge and Fumay opened on 1 June and 30 June 1915, respectively, and the others in the following year. The 
postmarks of most of these offices had the name of the town at the top and "Frankreich (France)"” at the bottom of 
the cds. These postmarks are found primarily on philatelic, fieldpost or official mail as the French civilians made 
little use of the service and didn't wish to use the German stamps in any event. 




