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Because of a large number of "guest workers" from Belgium and Northern France, the German authorities 

prepared special postal cards for their use. The first version was issued on 1 December 1916 with special 

inscription at the top. (The marking in red reading "Zivilarbeitersendung" was a non-postal ares but still of 

interest in that it was applied by local military authorities on cards sent by civil workers.) 
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Zivilarbeiterpoftkarte 
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Several other versions of the Civilian Workers Cards were printed on chalky paper. The first, issued in August 
1917, had the lines for the return address reading vertically. One for inbound messages was issued in May 1918 

with the inscriptions in blue. The final card, issued in September 1918, was for outbound messages but the lines 

for the return address were horizontal. 



THE EASTERN FRONT 

POLAND 

Although they were able to occupy small areas in the western part of Russian Poland, the primary German effort 
on the Eastern Front in 1914 was defensive, i.e. to stem the Russian advances in East Prussia and Austrian 
Galicia. However, a successful breakthrough at Gorlice in the following year resulted in the capture of Warsaw 
on 5 August 1915 and forced the Russian army to retreat from the rest of Poland by the end of September, which 
then remained under German and Austro-Hungarian occupation for the balance of the war. 
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Official cachets of various military units and agencies were used during the extended occupation period, as 
indicated by the examples shown above for the two most important cities of German-occupied Poland. 
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Mail with official military or administrative cachets exists from many Polish cities and towns during the 

occupation, of which some representative examples are shown above. 



POLAND Postage Stamps 

Trial Overprints reading " Poland" 
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Desiring a resumption of civil mail service in occupied Poland, the authorities prepared a set of trial overprints 
reading "Poland." However, it was considered confusing in that these would not be used in Austrian or German 
Poland. Therefore, when the new stamps were issued on 12 May 1915, they were overprinted "Russian Poland.” 
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As in Belgium and France, Germania postal cards were overprinted for use in "Russian Poland." Of this issue, 

only the 5 pfennig single and double cards were issued.
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Postage Stamps 

In 1916, administrative responsibilities for Russian Poland were finalized, with Germany in charge of the northem 

part of the territory (known as the General Government Warsaw) and the Austro-Hungarians the southern area 
(known as the General Government Lublin). On this basis, a second German set overprinted with the new name 
of the administrative region, was issued on 1 August 1916. Note that the 15 pfennig value comes in two colors. 
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In 1916, cards with the "Gen. Gouv. Warschau” overprints were provided on 5 pfennig single and double cards in 
the version with the "Postkarte" to the right of the centerline. 




