LITHUANIA Commander in Chief East
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The German troops operating in the Baltic area came under the command of the Oberbefehlshaber Ost, which
translated roughly into the "Commander in Chief East." This headquarters had its own postal markings, as shown
on above examples of a registered letter and special delivery parcel card. In addition, a cachet of the commander
of the air service in the theater is shown.




LITHUANIA Delivery Services

The only example of local delivery service in Lithuania took place in Vilnius (Wilno). There the payment of the
10 pfennig delivery fee was attested by the application of a circular marking inscribed "Paid/10 pf." Such usage is
elusive, and the example shown here is on an inbound postal card from Warsaw.




LITHUANIA Postage Stamps
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As civil postal service opened in the area, a set of 12 stamps overprinted "Postgebiet/Oberbefehlshaber Ost" (in
abbreviated form), meaning Postal District of the Commander in Chief East was issued on 15 January 1916.
Although uninspiring, this wording left open the extent of the territories in which the stamps could be used,
pending further German penetration into Latvia and Estonia.




LITHUANIA Postal Stationery

ik y%,mjm 5 ":boftfarte
| % B

| B

The first series of postal stationery involved the 5 pfennig single and double cards overprinted "Postgebiet/Ob.
Ost" which were issued on 15 January 1916. These cards had the "Postkarte" to the right of the centerline.



LITHUANIA Postal Stationery
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The second series of stationery was overprinted on the cards with "Postkarte” above the centerline.




LITHUANIA Polish Districts
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An anomalous geographic situation developed with respect to the easternmost districts of Russian Poland,
including Bialystok, Grodno and Suwalki. For purposes of administration, these were not included in the General
Government Warsaw but placed under the Commander in Chief East. Therefore, they have been included in this
exhibit under Lithuania even though Bialystok and Suwalki are located in Poland today and Grodno was Polish
from 1919 to 1939 (although it is in Belarus today).




LITHUANIA Late Postmarks with
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Late in the war, perhaps to give recognition to patriotic feelings among the Lithuanians, the final towns to receive
postmarks had the word "Litanen (Lithuania)" added at the bottom of the dial. These are among the rarest of the
occupation postmarks for this tetritory as only one of them (Georgenburg -- Jurbarkas) was actually issued on 10
September 1918 before the Germans signed the Armistice, and those issued for five other towns (including
Uzjany -- Utena) were first used on Armistice Day. All of these cancels were replaced by those of independent
Lithuania during December, so that their period of use was limited to a few weeks.







