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As compared to Helsinki, German fieldpost from smaller Finnish communities is more difficult to acquire. The
above examples have the locations specified in the dateline and are picture postcards of the the actual locations.




BELARUS

In its peace negotiations with the Germans, the Soviet government agreed to withdraw from all non-Russian
territories, including Belarus (White Russia). As a result, German forces advanced eastward in February 1918
and occupied the capital, Minsk, without resistance. Although Belarus declared its independence from Russia on
25 March 1918, the German forces remained in control until the end of the war.

e Rk B
m}% f it hﬁi fer batsorl. dentsehen lzmh‘agsm}ma\ pinsk
Shd ;- PIASK. g b\“;‘ |

Homel, Gesamtansicht von Homel.

2 velﬁﬁéé%%aite

hhandlungen, Heeresgriuppe Eichhorn.

b o

‘i{éH ‘Se1o p-ZnRIuaN e

2

%

o
V4

BLI:

— 3P0 q

The German fieldpost accompanied the troops into Belarus and set up military postal stations in key locations.
Above examples show cachets from some of the principal towns in the area during the final months of the war.




BELARUS Brest Litovsk
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Although Brest Litovsk is in western Belarus today, it was captured by the Germans on 25 August 1915 at the
time that Poland was being overrun. Although the city is primarily known as the location of the signing of the
treaty by which Russia withdrew from the war, it was a also a center of German administrative activity. As a
result, a wide variety of unit cachets originated there, a few of which are shown above.




BELARUS Postage Stamps
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The Reichspost did not undertake to handle civil correspondence in Belarus. However, the commander of the
German 10th Army decided that such a service was necessary and even had his printing works prepare stamps.
The first two values were inscribed in Cyrillic "Control Stamp" and had denominations of 30 and 60 pfg. The
first stamp was later overprinted "For Postage/Paid" and a new value of 40 k(opeks). These stamps were issued in
August 1918 but gradually discontinued in the subsequent months.




RUSSIA

Under the provisions of the Brest Litovsk Treaty, the Bolsheviks were required to divest themselves of all of the
non-Russian territories of the former empire, including Finland, the Baltic provinces, Poland, Belarus, Ukraine and
Transcaucasia.
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Items above sent through the German fieldpost office in Brest Litovsk by participants negotiating the treaty.
Postcard sent by A. Toscheff, Bulgarian Minister in Vienna who signed the treaty on behalf of his government.
Cover sent by L. Sachle, a member of the German Diplomatic Corps and delegate to the conference.




RUSSIA Rostov on Don
Taganrog
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Most of the German occupation forces were deployed in the areas detached from the former Russian Empire, not in
Russia proper. The only exceptions were at the fringes of the divested territory, including Rostov and Taganrog in the
south, which were occupied for logistical reasons. Mail from Rostov is very elusive; the only postmark used was an
unnumbered fieldpost cancel, so covers must be identified by unit cachets. The location (Taganrog) is mentioned in the

‘text on the postcard.




RUSSIA Pleskau (Pskov)

Russian postal card with
cachet of the "Hospital
and Residence of the
German Commission in
St. Petersburg” carried by
diplomatic pouch to
Pleskau. There it received
a refugee camp marking
and was tumed over to the
fieldpost office to be
forwarded to Berlin.

Pleskau was the only city occupied by the Germans in the north of Russia. No civil post office was in operation, but a
fieldpost station was located there, and a single-line marking reading "Pleskau” was used on civil mail from 27 July 1918
"until the end of the war.







