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The occupation of the Crimea meant that the German Navy could assume full control of the Black Sea. Upper
postcard from S.M.S. Goeben at Sevastopol is an example of sailor's mail. Other items show cachet of "German
Naval Unit/Crimea" in two different colors.
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With its command of the Black Sea, Sevastopol became a center for German military activity in the Crimea.
Examples above show three different cachets used in the city.




UKRAINE Kertsch (Kerch) |

At the opposite end of the Crimea from Sevastopol is the harbor of Kerch, which guards the entrance to the Sea of
Azov. This port was also occupied, partly to insure that Russian naval vessels did not interfere with German |
activities in the area. Unit cachets identify "Kertsch" and read "Imperial German Harbor Office" and "Imperial |
German Headquarters." '
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GEORGIA

Based on the Brest Litovsk Treaty, the Soviet government agreed to withdraw its forces from all non-Russian
territories, including Transcaucasia. By 15 April 1918, Turkish forces with German advisors captured Batum,
Georgia, and on 12 June German forces captured Tiflis, the capital, where they remained in control until the end

of the war.
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Poti

The German fieldpost accompanied the troops into Transcaucasia where it set up military postal stations in
Georgia. The above examples show mail of the "German Delegation in the Caucasus," sent through FPO 555 in
Poti on the Black Sea coast. The lower example is reportedly the only registered cover known from this location.




GEORGIA : : . Poti
. Batum

Fieldpost cover without
postal markings but has
a unit cachet inscribed
"Imperial German HQ
Poti" in German and
Georgian. (This is the
only recorded example
of this marking).
Briefstempel at upper
right is lightly struck
but refers to the "Harbor
Unit of the Chief of the
Transportation
Detachment/Caucasus."

: Fieldpost card datelined
. Batum, on 16 July 1918. It
was properly postmarked at
the main German Military
Mission P.O. located in
Constantinople four days
7 //,,l& later, and then forwarded to
the addressee in Berlin.
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Following the armistice between Russia and the Central Powers, Turkish forces with their German advisors
cleared eastern Anatolia of Russian troops and advanced to Batum, the principal Georgian port on the Black Sea,
on 15 April 1918. Unlike that from elsewhere in the former Russian Empire, mail from the SOldICI‘S in Batum
- was handled by the post office of the German Military Mission in Turkey.
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Additional examples of fieldpost cards datelined Tiflis and used from Georgia. Unit cachets read "Imperial
German Delegation in Caucasus” and "Imperial German Headquarters of the Troops in Caucasus." Any
identifiable mail from this theater is extremely scarce and sought after by specialists.
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Cover with cachet of the “German Delegation in the Caucasus, Financial Admlmstratlon” and captured
Russian postcard with marking of the “Imperial German Troop Headquarters in Georgia.” Below is a picture
postcard of Tiflis sent by a member of the Bavarian Reserve Infantry Battalion. These were sent from Tiflis

through the fieldpost system in mid-1918.




THE THEASTER

SERBIA

World War I was triggered when the heir to the Austrian throne was assassinated in Sarajevo, Bosnia by a Serb
terrorist on 28 June 1914. Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia a month later, but its first invasion was
abortive as Russia invaded Galicia and forced the Austrians to divert troops to that front. However, once the
Russian threat was countered, a second invasion of Serbia was undertaken with the support of German and
Bulgarian forces. This was quickly successful and the capital, Belgrade, was captured on 6 October 1915.
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Picture postcard of Semendria (Smederevo), a town just across the Danube from Hungary, sent through FPO 180.
Cover sent from the Imperial German Consulate in Belgrade via FPO 25.







