U.S. NAVAL SHORE BASES IN EUROPE 1917-1919

Reflecting the enormous build-up of American forces in Europe after the U.S entered World War I, the
Navy opened a substantial number of onshore bases to support the warships and seaplanes that operated in
the theater. Prior to the Armistice, at least, the availability of mail that can be identified as to origin is
extremely limited, since most examples from both onboard and shore stations received a generic “U.S.
Navy” postmark. After the end of the war, restrictions were loosened and specific postmarks were
provided to some of the facilities, with most of such postmarks being recorded in quantities of five or
fewer. In any event, such material is highly elusive and it has taken several decades of careful searching
to assemble the modest collection of such examples shown in the exhibit.

Headquarters facilities were opened in London and Paris, both of which had special postmarks made
available. The primary naval bases for warships were at Plymouth in England and Brest in France. Major
seaplane assembly and repair bases were operated in Queenstown in Ireland, Eastleigh in England,
Pauillac in France and Porto Corsini in Italy, each of which served the smaller bases in their respective
territories. These all provided identifiable mail either before or after the Armistice.

Most, if not all, of the bases were numbered, with designations running as high as 29. However, there is
no evidence that all of these numbers were used, and no comprehensive listing of the base locations in the
literature.  As a result, collectors must study their covers diligently, seeking to identify numbers with
locations based on clues from cancels, censor markings, return addresses and contents of letters (where
available). In the opinion of the exhibitor, the supply of such identifiable material is sufficiently limited
that it is unlikely that this showing could be duplicated.

The presentation of the exhibit is geographic, essentially running from west to east, starting in the Azores
and extending to Italy.
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The first contingent of men from the 1st Naval Aeronautical Detachment arrived in Pauillac, France on the collier U.S.S. Jupiter
on June 5, 1917. This picture postcard of Bordeaux was written on that date but censored and postmarked at the French
civil post office on the 7th. It is not provable whether the sender was a crew member of the Jupiter or a member
of the Detachment, but this is probably the earliest example of naval mail from Europe in World War .





































