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WATCH ON THE RHINE ...
AMERICAN OCCUPATION OF THE RHINELAND: 1918-1923
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Armed conflict of World War | ceased with an armisfice
between Germany and the Allies on
11 November 1918.

As part of that agreement, German Forces on the Western Front
returned to Germany, east of the Rhine River, with Allied Forces
subsequently occupying the area of the ‘Rhineland’ with Allied
Bridgeheads located at the cities of Mayence (French),
Coblenz (American) & Cologne (British).



WATCH ON THE RHINE ...
AMERICAN OCCUPATION OF THE RHINELAND: 1918-1923

EXHIBIT
Commencing with the Armisfice of 11 November 1918, this
display-class exhibif shows the evoiufion of fhe American
Occupation of the Rhineland, German civilian &
commercial censored mail during the period ending wiih the
American evacuation of the Rhineland in February 1923.

TEXT COLOR-CODING

BLACK: General historical, geographical &
postal rate/route/marking information.

BLUE: Chapter-Start-Page Heading &
Important annotative information.

Blue-maited examples indicate
particular importance & scarcity.

MAROON: Postal Rate Information

EXHIBIT OVERVIEW

I. Map & Background
Exhibit Overview

. Armistice & Peace Conference Mail
i American Forces Mail
A. Advance to the Rhine
B. Principal Bases
C. Soldier & Officer Mail Censorship
D. Military - Affiliated-Civilion Mail
E. Military Unit & Types of Soldiers’ Mail
F. Welfare Organizations
Iv. Civilian German & Commercial Mail
A. Restricted Mail
B. Civilian & Commercial Censored Mait

VIl. American Evacuation of the Rhineland



GERMAN ARMISTICE COMMISSION Armistice Discussions

By September 1918, German defenses on the Western Front
had collapsed, whereupon
THE GERMAN MILITARY REQUESTED ARMISTICE DISCUSSIONS
WITH THE ALLIES ON 5 OCTOBER 1918,
culminating in an armistice agreement to be signed on
11 November 1918.
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11 MAY 1919

Registered correspondence cover, postmarked at the
German Commission’s Post Office at Spa, Belgium,
sent to the Mayor's Office at Posen, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Posen, 13 May 1919”

35 Pfennig..
10 Pfg + 5 Pfg War Tax = 15 Pig..
Single-weight (20 groms) domestic letter-rate
+ 20 Pfg.. Registration fee

One of less than five known registered business mail covers.



GERMAN ARMISTICE COMMISSION

The
‘GERMAN ARMISTICE COMMISSION’
HEADQUARTERS WAS LOCATED
in the former residence of
Emperor Wilhelm I ..
“Le Neubois”, located
AT SPA, BELGIUM.

Branch Offices of the Commission were
located in the Cities of DUsseldorf,
Frankfurt/Main & Posen.

Subsequent to agreement between Germany
& the Allies concerning armistice, the former
Emperor's residence was used for diplomatic

conferences involving Peace Treaty,
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Reparations, etc.

Le Neubois

Ex-résidendence du Kaiser

9 JULY 1920

View-card of

Kaiser Wilhelm’s former residence at

Spa, Belgium,

with Commemorative Postmark..

“Spa..

Diplomatic Conference”



ARMISTICE

11 November 1918

AT 11:00 HOURS ON 11 NOVEMBER 1918 AN ARMISTICE
BETWEEN THE FORCES OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE AND THE

ALLIES TOOK EFFECT RESULTING IN CESSATION OF
HOSTILITIES OF WORLD WAR I

As aresult of the armistice and subsequent required

return of German soldiers to Germany east of the Rhine
~ River, as part of that agreement, German ‘Fieldpost’

Muail was interrupted or had delayed delivery.

11 NOVEMBER 1918

German newspaper wrapper,
postmarked at Berlin,
sent to a driver with a military transportation column
on the Western Front,
returned to sender marked...
“Zurick..

Beférderung eingesfelit”
(Return to Sender ..
Delivery Suspended")

Free-frank when mail endorsed
“Feldpostbrief”










































































































































































































































































































































