American Red Cross Abroad
The Great War and Aftermath 1914-1922

Purpose: This exhibit traces the American Red Cross (ARC) transition from a tiny volunteer group
in 1914 to an international organization with a global war relief and public health mission by 1922.
Scope: This exhibit will explore the ARC work first under its motto "humanity and neutrality"

*On US entry into WW1, the ARC went abroad with the American Expeditionary Force (AEF).
*The ARC was also tasked to provide support for the Allied armies and civilian populations.

*Mail generated, particular the ARC stationery with ARC return addresses, illustrates the extent of
this complex mission of the ARC work as a major part of the US war effort.

- *The ARC mail reveal significant postal history in mail handling among its various missions, e. g. in
France, typically free franking through the AEF, in Italy, Italian censorship sent via the Italian post,
while in Turkey, via one of three non-US field post offices.

*The ARC created a postal service in Paris formed a post office with censors and a courier service.
*In 1919, the ARC expanded to become a primary provider for war relief and global public health..
Mail ranged from defeated Germany and Austria into the turmoil of the new nation-states of Eastern
Europe, the Balkans, and the Middle East.

*The ARC Commission to Siberia served US soldiers, the civilian population, and POW’s.
Importance: The ARC made a major contribution to the US and Allied war effort.

* This exhibit fills a historic and philatelic “blind spot”. :

* The extensive ARC mail and its postal service is a fresh chapter in military postal history.

* To highlight the transition, the ARC chose a new motto "the Great Mother of the World”
officially endorsed in 1931.

ARC First Mission SS Red Cross 1914

~S. 8. “RED CROSS« '_ .
U. 8. Relief-Ship \ American

Captain Armistead Rust, U. S. N.
retired.

. Red Cross Society

Official ARC Society card of SS Red Cross formerly SS Hamburg ready for her single voyage. JT Donnelly
Engineer writes: “Falmouth, England. Sept. 28 1914. Just a little remembrance of the Red Cross” Uncensored.




Section A "Neutrality 1914-4/17"
Frame I. 3-4 SS Red Cross

4-12 ARC Volunteer Teams

13 Christmas Ship USS Jason
14-16 ARC Indirect Support

Section B"Yanks at War"1917-19
Frame Il. France 1917

1-4 Base Hospitals1st to the Front
5-8 ARC Direct Support

9-12 ARC Military Hospitals

13-16 Lansing Sisters "Deux
Drapeaux”

Frame lll. France 1917-1919

1-7 ARC Paris

8-12 Support for the People
13-15 ARC France

16 Society of Friends

American Red Cross Abroad

Frame IV. Abroad 1917-1919
1-4 Xmas 1918

5-8 ARC England

9-10 Mission to Russia

11 USS Gen. O'Reilly

12 Occupation of Germany
13-16 Post Armistice France
Frame V. Italy 1917-1919
1-2 ARC Support

3-7 ARC Locations

8 Franchigia Postale

9-12 Propaganda Postcards
13-15 Ambulance Service
16 "Finito"

Section C "Call It Peace"1919-22
Frame VI. Europe

1 POW Berne

2 Germany

3-4 Austria/Hungary

5-12 ARC Post Office and Courier
13-16 Poland and the Baltics
Frame VII. Balkans and Palestine
1-7 Balkans

8 Greece

9-11 Turkey

12-16 Palestine

Frame VIII. Siberia and Beyond
1-6 Commission to Siberia

7-9 Camp Service

10-11 POWs

12 Children's Colony

13 Farewell Russia

14 Western Hemisphere

“Neutrality” 1914 to April 1917
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ARC stationery with its motto “Neutrality Humanity”” mailed at the border by a Utah National
Guardsman mobilized during the Pershing Punitive Expedition in 1916. ARC mail for this mass
mobilization is quite scarce.

40 Items of Significance red outline. 7 DISCOVERY
Postal Notes in blue text.
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Abbreviations/Notes. AEF American Expeditionary Forces used in both Europe and Siberia

ARC American Red Cross (CRA for French/Italian spelling)

APO Army Post Office (US or British) MPES Military Postal Express Service WW1 US Army postal service
OAS “On Active Service” British equivalent of “Soldiers Mail” (French used “FM” or “SM”)




Neutrality

SS Red Cross
SS Red Cross Falmouth September 1914
il Postcard Mail
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Incoming and outgoing post cards from the SS Red Cross. The ship carried 10 ARC
volunteer medical teams and 10,000 tons of medical supplies. Commander John
Doddridge was the executive officer and Emil Kovarik Master at Arms. Card likely
created by its sender “Yates Book Dealer Falmouth”.




Neutrality
SS Red Cross

SS Red Cross Rotterdam 1914

SS Red Cross return address envelope from expedition commander
Admiral Aaron Ward USN ret. At Rotterdam, the four medical units
assigned to serve in Germany and Austria-Hungary, disembarked.
The ship returned to New York to complete its one and only voyage.
Only known example.








































