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The AEF “Base Hospital”(BH) was designed in late 1915 by then Surgeon General Gorgas in
collaboration with Drs. George Crile (BH4) and Harvey Cushing (BH5). The hospitals
existance was the work of the ARC. First, the ARC organized public fund raising,(hospital’s

number was based on when the $50,000 goal was reached). Second, ARC recruited and
vetted the nurses.

Post card Base Hospital 4(Lakeside) was in Rouen collocated with BEF Hospital 9.
YMCA envelope Base Hospital 2(Presbetyrian) in Etretat collocated BEF Hospital 1.
Both are rare very early AEF mail.
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Each Base Hospital originated at a major US medical facilities. Six BH units were mobilized
within the first month to meet urgent British army medical needs.

Upper: BH 5 (Harvard) marked “OAS” (On Active Service), equivalent of “Soldiers Mail”).
Mid: BH10 (Penn) at Le Treport with British “ARMY PO 1 B 6 SEP 17
Lower: BH12 (Northwestern) at Camiers posted 9 JUN 18 with APO S,12(La Harve) cancel.
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Base Hospital 21 (Washington University) sailed with BH 10. They disembarked in Liverpool
and had a brief interval of training in England.
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Lower post cards “ARC Recreation Ht BH7” and Red Cross flag raising BH 17
illustrate ARC functions and standing at the base hospitals..







































