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ARC Christmas card and its envelope. Sketch by Pvt Bill Bailey
shows both an ARC nurse and ARC canteen worker.
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PASTE THIS COUPON ON THE PACKAGE

DIRECTIONS: One Christmas package not heavier than 3 pounds and not larger
> than 9 by 4 by 3 inches will be carried free from Hoboken, N. J., to each American )
soldier in Europe. Standard boxes of these dimensions will be furnished, upon applica- |
! tion, by local chapters of the American Red Cross in the United States. Christmas ¢
t packages must not contain perishable articles, or any articles prohibited by the postal ¢
laws from transmission by mail. PACKAGES NOT CONFORMING TO STANDARD ¢
FURNISHED BY RED CROSS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. This coupon is authority
for any postoffice to accept on or before November 20, 1918, a Christmas package con- |
forming to the above regulations for the soldier named hereon. Postage to Hoboken, ¢
-3 { N. J., must be prepaid. :

b V8 > THiIS COUPON MUST BE PASTED ON THE PACKAGE TO SECURE ITS TRANSMISSION ]
-.:\, { A. G. PrinTING DEPT., G. H. Q. A. B, r, 1918. ' o
e OSSR

% aials <> - Y <+ e

The AEF in conjunction with the US Post Office devised the Christmas Package Coupon to
control the volume of Xmas packages. The ARC provided a standard 9x4x3 box. Regrettable
the two used examples do not retain the postage paid to Hoboken or the separate ARC label.
Each coupon is a variant eg upper lacks a period after “coupon” in 1¢ line.
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Mailing the Christmas Parcel Coupon

“~
=
.

A single coupon was provided to each serviceman in accordance with General Order 166 of Sep
30 1918. He in turn directed to his personal Santa. Upper envelope as the letter text indicates
contained the coupon mailed 18 OCT 1918 “MPES No 766.

Lower “CHRISTMAS PARCELS ENVELOPE” contained the coupon. The envelope was to be
deposited unsealed in a mail bag on a ship’s gangway as a soldier boarded for service abroad.
Here grayish white envelope rather than buff. DISCOVERY TTEM..











































